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LIVES 



LOBD CHANCELLOES OF ENGLAND. 



OHAPTEB COIV. 
uuHTuiuincnr ov the ufb of lord eldok till the oookusosxs of 

THE QUSEtrS TRIAL. 

Although the day on which the death of George III. was 
announced was a Sunday, — according to the requisi- ^ 
tion of the statute 6 Anne, c. 7, both Houses of Par- 
liament met on that day. Lord Eldon merely appeared on 
the woolsack, wad as aoon as prayeis wm read we House 
of Peers was adjourned. 

Shortly after, a oomioil was held at Cailton House, when 
Hiensnal ceremonies were observed as upon the commence- 
ment of a new reign. On this occasion all the Ministers de- 
livered up the emblems of their different offices, and were all 
graciously re-appointed. Of Lord Eldon's part in this cere- 
mony we have an account from himself in the following letter 
from him to his sister-in-law, Mrs. H. Bidley : — 

•••30th Jannary, 1820. — Memorandnm, bell, Stratford, and Alexander, and, standing 

that the Bi^^t Hon. Joha Lord JiUdon, Lord la his place there in open court, took the 

Hlgk Gteoeelloref fbat pait of the United oatbsof allegtaaoe and saprenuM^, and alao 

Kinfdom of Great Britain and Ireland called the oath of the Lord Chancellor, which oaths 

Orea' Britain, delivered the Great Seal to his were read U> him by the Dqpmty Cleric of the 

lliUesty in Coand], at Carlton H«aae, wlien Crown, Hastar OunpbeU, Hbt rniOat Xaater 

Us Majesty was graciously pleased to re-<le- present, In the absence of the Master of 

JHwmt to him the aaid Seal, with the title of the Rolls (who was prevented firom attending 

Xiflffd High Chaoodlor of Oraat Britain ; and by indisposition), holding the book, wUch 

on the Ist (h\y of F<bni:irr, his rxrdstip, being dune, the Attorney -General moved 



tlie honia uf ten and eleven in the that it mlg^t be recorded^ which waa or^ 
trant Into tlia Court of ObmBUf, derad aooorittnglj.*'— JAn. Mfc^ Na 9, M 

raws* u 
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LORD ELDON. 



Chap. CCIT 



•* Dear Faxny, " London, Jan. Slst, 1820. 

** I have lost the master whom I have lon^j served, and whom 1 hava 
most afifectionately loved. 

" The Acts of FiBrliament now in being would have oontiniied me in 
ofBoe till the Boyal pleasuie i^ould remove me : but I determined that^ 
at I was acting under the appointment of him who was no more, I <iwed 
it as matter of resjxjct to him, and as matter of respect to his successor, 
to consider my office as determined by the death of him who gave it 
me, and tiiat I ought not^ wiib respect to the latter, to leave him to the 
pain of removing me if he thought that fit-Hmd espedaUy &s I know, 
and to his credit I say it, that he kept us, and me among the reat» 
originally, only because we \vere his father's set vaiits. 

**I therefore yesterday resigned into his hands the Seals; and, as 
I told him, I hoped unsullied by any act of mine. Out of office, he 
thought proper to call me back into it ; and now I am in the very sin- 
gular situation — that of a third Chancellorship. *> 

*' llemain in it long I cannot — to be restored to it I did not wish ; 
but 1 could not for the present withdraw from the ofier graciously made 
to me by the son of my greatest beneiactor, who certainly has behaved 
with great kindness to me, thon^ he had been taught heretolDie to 
hate me. 

** With our love to vou all — to vou all — 

*'i3eUeve me affectionately yours, 

" Eldoji." 

It is amusing to observe how he enhances the delight he 
felt at the commencement of bis third Chancellorship by pro- 
testations that he was reluctantly induced again to accept the 
worthless bauble, lest by declinuig it he should be chaigeable 

with ingratitude. 

Parliament again met for a few days, but only to vote 
addresses of condolence and congratulation ; for this HouKe 
of Commons having been beveral times a little refractory, the 
resolutioii was taken to get rid of it as soon as possible. The 
Marquees of Lanadovme pointed out that there was not die 
usual reason for a dissolution which occurred upon a demise 
of the Crown ; but Lord Eldon explained that, at common 
law, the Parliament died with the Sovereign in whose name it 
was called, and although by the statute of \\ illiam III. it 
might sit six months longer, it was liable to be dissolved 
sooner; and constitutionally it ought to be dissolved as 
soon as public businesH will allow — so that noble lords who 
istarted any business to delay the dissolution would be ob- 

b His immediAte saccessor has been four one of his predecefisors had beeu Chanoeliai 
timM ChaootUor, aod Lord Oottenhom three fire tfaiMk 
tlmti. Bs WM pratebly not amra Iktk 
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A.D. 1820. THE OATO STREET CONSPIRACT. 3 

« 

flractiiig the due exercise of the royal prerogatiTie. He, as 

Lord Commissioner, concluded the session by delivering the 
Koyal Speech, which deplored the loss of a Sovereign, " the 
common father of all his people," and praised the prudence 
and firmness witli which the Lords and Commons had coun- 
tei'acted the dobignb of the disalfected.'' 

Yet &e new laws were insuffioieiit to preyent the formation 
of the moBt diaholioal and the most preposterous plot recorded 
in our annals— ** the Gate Street oon8piraoy,''--b7 which it 
was intended to upset the monarchy by assassinating the Lord 
Chancellor and all his colleagues while assembled together at 
a Cabinet dinner. One Thistlewood, who had been a subal- 
tern officer in the army, with about a score of others, — 
butchers, shoemakers, and of 8iich low trades, — had agreed 
that when the Cabinet Ministers were dining at Lord Har- 
rowby's, one of the confederates should gain admission at the 
outer door by pretending to deliver a letter; that all the 
others should then rash in, and, having exeonted their bloody 
pnrpose, they shonld constitute themselves the Government 
of tiie coun^.** But two of them having 'peached," they 
were all apprehended in their conclave in Cato Street, when 
about to set forth for Lord Harrowby's. Being speedily 
brought to trial, the charge of high treason was satisfactorily 
made out against them, and five of them were executed. 

I do not think that Ministers deserved any censure for the 
manner in which they conducted themselves in this affair, 
unless that they somewhat unscrupulously yielded to the temp- 
tation of arguing that tibe plot was a justification of theii 
recent coercive laws, and of pretending to infer from this 
insane scheme that there was a revolutionary spirit generally 
prevailing in the countiy. Lord Eldon, who considerably 
overrated his actual danger, piously wrote to a lady of his fa- 
mily : " For the past, thankfulness and gratitude, I tnist, will 
relieve all other feelings : as to the future, I trust there is 
something to be hoped for of protection in human caution, and 
that we may all full y depend upon that Providence to which we 
are so largely indebted. * 

The new Parliament met on the 21 st of Apiil, and the session 
promised for some weeks to he very dull, — ^no subjects more 
stirring being brought forward, or announced, than the settle- 

« 41 Pari. Deb. 1642. TrlncuJo, in "The Tempest"— to mnrdor 

i This plot besrs • ta m Uu M t IVMU* Prospero, and make fliettaelTea Klngi of tbtt 
Mmm to tff 4>|tiMm, gtfwfmMi^ and F'thwn^fil Mml, 

fi 2 
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LOBD ELDON. 



Chap. CdT. 



ment of the Civil List, the discharge of insolvent debtors, the 
suppression of Sunday newspapers, and the reading of the 
Athaiuuiiaa Creed, — ^wnen a political storm was exdted, suoli as 
had not been known in the oountry for a oentnry, by a sealed 
green bag being laid upon the table of the Honse of Lords and 
of the House of Commons, with a message from his Majesty, 
that, *' in consequence of the arrival of the Queen, his Ma* 
jesty had communicated certain papers respecting her con- 
duct, which he recommended to their immediate and senoos 
attention.'* • 

At the coiiimoncemeut of the reign of George IV., Ministers 
were placed in a situation of much embarrassment with iheir 
royal master, who, ruling propria jam jure, animo paterno"* 
became much more unmanageable than he had before been, 
and more inclined to listen to private Mends " than to^ his 
oonstitutional advisers. They first had a difference with him 
on arranging the Civil List; but this was easily accommo- 
dated, and was thus jocosely alluded to in a letter from Lord 
Eldon to his daughter : Uur royal master seems to have 
got into temper again, — as tar as 1 could judge from liis con- 
versation with me this morning. He has been pretty well 
disposed to part with us all, because we would not make 
additions to his revenne. This we thought conscientiously 
we could not do in the present state of the country, and of the 
distresses of the middle and lower orders of the people, to 
which we might add, too, that of the higher orders."' 

But a £3kr more difficult subject remained behind; and, 
rather than not have his way here, he was ready to peril his 
crown, — at any rate to try how far he might succeed with 
another (Jabinet. He had resolved that hia wife, although 
now by law Queen of England, and entitled to the well-de- 
lined privileges of that high station as much as he was to wear 
the crown, without regard to personal character, — should enjoy 
none of them, and that she should be degraded from her royal 
rank, even if the tie of marriage between them should not be 
dissolved. Till the death of King George III., she had been 
prayed for in the Liturgy as *' Princess of Wales;" but King 
Ueorge IV. insisted that should now be entirely excluded 
from it, and his Ministers very improperly yielded to hia 
arbitrary will,— contenting themselves with saying, that "they 
would take no other step against her while she consented to 
remain abroad." They feebly defended themselves by alleging 

* 1 Il«iu«ni, 886. f Motto oa the Coromtioa medal. 8 aoth Apiil, laaa 
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that she was prayed for under the words " the rest of the 
royal family but, as her counsel, Mr. Uenman, afterwards 
pathetically obseired, the general prayer in wldoh ahe was 
ombraoed was, * for all that are desolate and oppressed.' " 

When the news of this insult reached her in Italy, — as 
might have been foreseen by Lord Eldon, who from his long 
intinuusy with her was well aoqoainted with her spirit, — she 
announced her intention of immediately revisiting England, 
to claim her legal rights. For some time he flattered himself 
that this was a vain boast, or that her courage would fail ; 
and thus ho wrote to his daughter : " Our Queen threatens 
approach to England ; hut if she can venture, she is the most 
courageous lady I ever heard of. The mischief, if she does 
oome* will be infinite. At first she will have extensive popu- 
larity with the multitude ; in a few short months or weeks she 
wiU be ruined in the opinion of the world." ^ On a subsequent 
day, when the Queen must have been almost in sight of the 
shores of England, he again wrote : '* I saw my royal master, 
as usual, yesterday. The committee to settle tlie forms of the 
Coronation have reported to him that, as there is to be no 
crowming of a queen, peeresses should not bo summoned to 
attend, and so all fonuer precedents, in like cases, appear to 
have been. But he says that, as Queen Elizabeth, tnough a 
lady, had both peers and peeresses, so he, though he has no 

Jiieen, will have both ladies and gentlemen to attend him. 
tiiink, however, he will not persist in this. The town is em- 
ployed in nothing but speculanon whether her Majesty will or 
win not come. Great bets are laid about it. Some people 
have taken fifty guineas, undertaking in lieu of them to pa}* a 
guinea a day till she comes, — so sure are these that she will 
come within fifty days; others, again, are taking less than 
fifty guineas, undertaking to pay a guinea a day till she comes, 
— fio sure are they that she will not come. Others assert that 
they know she will oome, and that she will find her way into 
Westminster Abbey and Westminster Hall on the Coronation, in 
flfnte of all opposition. I retain my old opinion, lhat she will 
not oome unless she is insane. It is, however, certain that she 
has appointed maids of honour, — ^ladies to whom she is pleased 
to give that appellation." ^ 

In a few hours, news was received that her ^Tajesty had 
arrived at St. Omer's, and a negotiation was opened with hei 
there; — but, indignantly refusing 50,000?. a-year under the 

b lotb April, 1820. t 28Ui Mi^. 
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LORD ELDOK. 



CHAP.odv; 



condition of not using the title of Queen of England, or any 
other title attached to the British royal family, on the Gth of 
June she entered London amid the plaudits of the multitude. 
The following is Loxd Eldon's account of this oration : — 

**Ck>ntni7to all expectation, the Queen entered London yesterday 
in an open carriage, with the Alderman and Lady Anne Hamilton, and 
amidst a vast oonoooise of people in carriages and on horseback, who 

had gone out to meet her and to hail her approach. She drove to Alder- 
man Wood's house in iSouth Audley-street, where she exhibit<'(l herself 
and the Alderman from a balcony to all who chose to take a peep at 
them, the multitude in the street reauiring all who pissed by to make 
their reverences and obeisances to ner Majesty, in the mean thne 
messages were sent to both Houses of Parliament, which may be con- 
sidered as the forerunners of \ot\^ parliamentary proceedings relative to 
her conduct. These parliamentary proceedings are likely to be warm 
on both sides. At present, one can only conjeeture what is to happen, 
—and conjectare deserves little confidence when this lady's anival has 
robbed oonjectoie of all credit." ^ 

Li a few days after, he wrote to his daughter 

"The lower orders here are all Queen's folks; few of the middling 
or higher orders, except the profligate, or those who are endeavouring 
to aoqniie power through mischief. The bulk of those who are in 
Parlitmaent arc afraid of the efifect of the disclosures and discussions 
which must take place, if there is not some pacific settlement ; the 
Queen is obstinate, and makes no propositions tending to that — at least 
as yet ; — the King is determined, and will hear of none— of nothing but 
thorough tiivestigation, and of what he, and those who consider them* 
adves more tiian him, think and talk of — thorough exposure of the Q., 
and divorce. To this extent Parliament will not ; bnt, amidst this 
mess of difficulties, something must arise in a few days ; or it will 
happen, I think, in a few davs, that the K. will try whether lie cannot 
find an Administration which can bring Parliament more into his views 
than the present Ministers. I don*t see how matters can go on a week 
lonsjer with the present Administration remaining ; T think no Adminis- 
tration, who have any regard for him, will go the length he wishes, as 
an Administration — and il they will, they cannot take Parliament along 
wilh them. That body is afraid of disclosuies — not on one Hde only — 
which may afiGact the monarchy itself. There is certainly an Inclinatian 
to disquiet among the lower orders ; but it is so well watched, that thece 
is no great cause for uneasiness on that account." 

From the foregoing letter it appears that hitherto Ministers 
had resisted the King's wish for a Divorce Bill. This was the 
utmost extent to which he had ever proposed to go ; and accord* 
ing to the doctrine afterwards solemnly laid down, he could not 

k iMVtMt, Ytb JuM^ to HfloonnblA Un* fianki. 
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even on the completest proof of her infidelity, have attempted 
to make Caroline of F) runs wick share the fate of Anne Boleyn 
and Katharine Howard, — her supposed paramour being an 
alien, and the alleged adultery having been committed be- 
yond the seas, so that neither party was guilty of high 
treason. It is deeply to be regretted that Ministers, from 
eelfisli motives or mm defective judgment, did not continue 
steadily to protect the Sovereign from the effects of his own 
waywardness. Although Lord Eldon was to blame in oont* 
curring in the measure which was at last adopted, I am sorry 
to think that the responsibility of it chiefly attaches to Lord 
Liverpool, a statesman whose general character is most re- 
spectable, and whose administration is a brilliant portion of 
our history. But he was afraid to act with sufficient boldness 
in combating his Sovereign's inclination on this subject; and 
he followed a middle course, which is sometimes the most 
disastrous, instead of being the safest. Although he would 
not take up the divorce as a Ministerial measure when he was 
pressed to do so in 1818, — that he might not utterly quanwl 
wiiii Hie Eegent, he allowed Sir John Leach privately to 
frame the Milan commission," he provided fands for de- 
fraying the expenses of it, and he fi'om time to time read the 
ex parte evidence which the commissioners collected from very 
suspicious sources. lie discussed it with the Prince, and he 
could not deny that if it were believed, it established the guilt 
of the Princess. Thus, while he refused to originate any pro- 
ceedings, he kept alive in the mind of his Eoyal Highness the 
hope of a divorce, and he prevented a settlement w&oh mi^t 
have saved the parties and the nation from the unheard of 
dis^ace now to he cast upon them." I do not find that Lord 
Eldon took any part in these proceedings, from the formation 
of the Milan commission till the accession of George IV. 
The evidence being then laid before him, he most unfortu- 
nately joined in the resolution to exclude the Queen's name 
from the Liturgy ; and believing that she never would return 
to England, he consented that, if she did, some piocecdings 
should be instituted for the purpose of exposing her miscon- 
duct : but he still resisted the notion of a divorce, seeing that, 
aooording to idl principle as^ well as jxrecedent^ this would 
open the door for reonmination, and mi^t he dangerous to 
the monarchy. 

■ Some httv* mppoMd, prolMUj witboot teemie ihe bad strongly exerted bar infliH 

any gtifflcient reason, that T.ord Liverpool <BO a|rin»t Mtfilff Mr. ftWTling. 
tiad a perriooal grudge against the Princeas 
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Bcifoie the plan of operatioBs was finally agreed upon, a mo* 
tion was made in the House of Lords to refer the papers con- 
tained in the Green Bag to a secret committee. This being 
strongly opposed by Lord Lansdowne and Lord Holland, and 
other peers, Lord Eldon said, — 

" The object of Ministers, in proposing; a secret committee, was to 
prevent injustice towards the accnsed. That committee would not bo 
permitted to pronounce a decisiuu : it would merely find, like a Grand 
Jury, that matter of aoensatioii did or did not eiiat. Sndi matter, 
even if found to have existence, oould not be the suljoot of a judicial 
proceeding, strictly so called. The offence of a Queen Consort, or Prin- 
cess Consort of Wales, committing adultery with a person owing alle- 
giance to the British Crown, would be that of a principal in high 
treason, because, by statute, it was high treason in him ; and as ac- 
cessaries in high treason are prindpafi, she woald thus be gnilty of 
high treason as a principal. But as the act of a person owing no alle- 
giance to tlie British Crown could not be high treason in him, so neither 
could a Princess bo guilty of that crime merely by being an accessary 
to such a person's act. There were likewise great difficulties in a 
Sovereign seeking a divorce in the Eoclesiastioal Cknirts acooiding to 
the ordinary rules of law." Tet although, for this reason, there omild 
be no judicial proceeding in such a case, there might lie a legislative one; 
and the existence or non-existence of grounds for such legislative pro- 
ceeding, was a matter into which it would be tit that a secret committee 
shoold inqniie. In no case oould injustice be done, because that com- 
mittee's dedBion would not be final."** 

The motion for a aeoret oommittee was carried wiilioiita 
diTisioii.' 

But all reasonable men were alarmed at the delirium of the 
King and Queen, by which the British nation was to be pu- 
nished ; and, bj a motion in the House of Gommons, proceed- 
ings were stayed, in the hopo of a compromise, which was to 
be attempted between the Duke of Wellington and Lord 
Castlereagh acting as plenipotentiaries for tlic Kiiig, and Mr. 
Brougham and Mr. Dciiman for the Queen - ujion the basis 
that she admitted nothing, and he retracted nothing, of what 
had been charged against her. While this was pending, Lord 
Eldon expressed his sentiments upon it in a letter to hia 
daughter : — 

It seems to me that both Houses of Parliament are determined to 



" Henry VIII. was divorced from Catherine her conviction and cxcmfion. 
of Arragon by the Eoclesiaaticul Court— and ° 1 ilausarl, new series, oH, 
»iio tnm Anne Bolejn between tbe day of P Ibid. MO. 
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have an end of this business between the K. and Q. without inquiry 
and disclosure. All seem to be agreed that she shall not live in this 
country ; but there is nothing but diil'erence of opinion how she is to be 
treated abroad. The Ministers will he eompelled to give way to ParUa- 
menty — and they are in a pretty ca^ : if tibey give way, the K. will 
remove them ; if they do not, they will be outvoted iu Parliament, and 
cannot remain. At least I do not see my way honourably out of this 
difficulty. . . . To-morrow will be a very busy day, if the Q. means to 
make any propositions for arrangement. The K. will make none,— 
and, if he can find an Administration that will fight every tldng to the 
last moment at any risk, he will receive momJ* 

Sach an Adimnistiation, after many cabinet oomioils had 
been held upon the subjeot, his Majesty seems to have 
thought that he already possessed ; for his plenipotentiaries, 
by his orders, not only required that the Queen should 
ever after live abroad, but still insisted on excludiii<5 her name 
fix)m the Liturgy, and refused the concession that she might 
be introduced officially at some one forei^pi Court, which she 
might select for her residence. The negotiation was accord- 
ingly broken off before a single article had been agreed to, and 
bofii partiea prepared for war d Voutromoe. 

The Qneen's fint move was to intimate to the Lord Chan- 
oellor, that she meant to come in person to fhe House of 
Lords when her case should be next discussed there — meaning 
to go in state, with half the population of London at her heels. 
He sent her back word that, as Speaker, he could not permit 
ber to enter without the authority of the House, for which she 
must previously apply. She then desired that he would 
deliver a message to the House in her name, but he told 
ber that *' the House did not receive messages from any 
body bat the King, nnless they were sent as answera 
to addresses from tiie Honse.'* So fiir he was oorreot; 
bat I think he was qnite wrong in refusing to present a 
petition from ber to the House of Lords. By the Consti- 
tution, every subject has a right to petition either House of 
Parliament, and a petition can only be presented by a member 
of the House. I have therefore always understood the rule 
to bo (and I have myself always acted on this rule), that if a 
petition is respectfully worded, and is upon a subject within 
the jurisdiction of Parliament, any member, when a^iked, is 
bound, in the discharge of his parliamentary duty, to present 
it, however mucb he may disapprove of its prayer. The Lord 
Cbanodlor, althongb Speaker of the House, has in all respects 
file dnties and privileges of other peers. Lord ELdon stated 
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In a letter written at the time, When they bioa^t a petitioii 
from her, to be presented toihe House by me, — ^this I declined 
also ; oad for this Messrs. Grey, Lansdowne, and Holland 
abused me pretty handsomely. However, I don't think that 
I suffered mnoli by all that, and I am leisolved I will not be 
employed in any way by this lady." 

The Queen's petition being presented by Lord Dacre, with 
some observations upon the manner in which the duty of pre-^ 
eenting it had been cast upon him, an entire btranger to her 
Majesty, " the Lord Chancellor declared upon his honour, 
that wnen he declined to present the petition, he entertained no 
objection to its being submitted to the consideration of the 
House ; but it appeared to him better that it should be pre- 
lented by any other noble lord rather than by himself ; a due 
zegard to the situation in which he stood, induced him to 
pause, and ho had not had three minutes for the consideration 
of tlie question : he would sooner suffer death than admit any 
abatement of the principle, that a person accused is not there- 
fore to be considered guilty." ' 

Mr. Brougham and Mr. Denman, her Majesty's Attorney 
and Solicitor-General, were then called in to support the peti- 
tion, which prayed that their Lordships would not prosecute a 
aeoret inquiry against her, — and they began that series of 
orations in her defence, which raised Ihe reputation of British 
forensic eloquence. 

The following day. Earl Grey, in the hope of saving the 
country from the disgrace about to bo heaped upon it, having 
moved to discharge the order for the appointment of the secret 
committee, which had hitherto suspended its operations, — the 
Chancellor ably vindicated the propriety of inquiry after the 
communication from the Thione, and thus more aao concluded : 
« For my own part, my Lords, if after tiiis inquiry further 
proceedings should be deemed necessary, I shall enter upon 
them in the spirit so ably described by an eminent TiHglish 
judge,' who declared that ' ho hkd made a covenant with God 
and himself that neither affection nor any other undue motive 
shoiild ever make him swerve from the strict line of his duty.* 
In that spirit I have always continued to act during the past, 
and I shall endeavour to act for the future. The conscious- 
ness of doing so will be the best consolation I can possess, if 
I should appear to the friends whom I esteem to act wrongly, 
and will form my best title to pardon at the hands of that God 

<l 1 Hansard, 1335, 1327, 1329. " C J. Crewe. 
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before whose tribimal all maiikind must sooner or later stand 
to be judged." * Lord Grey's motton was lus^tiTod 1^ « ma* 
jority of 102 to 47.* This was the first diTinon on mb pro- 
ceedings against the Queen, and gare great oonfidenoe to the 
King's pari^. 

The aeoret oommittee proceeded to open the Green Bag^ 
and in a few days reported to the House, *' That allegations, 
supported by the concurrent testimony of a great number of 
persons in various situations of life, and residing in different 
parts of Europe, appeared to be calculated so deeply to affect 
the character of the Queen, the dignity of the Crown, and the 
moral feeling and honour of the country, that it was indispen- 
sable that they should beoome the subject of a solemn inquiry, 
^hich would best be effected in the couzse of a legislative 
proceeding.'*" 

LordDaore having next day presented another petition firom 
the Queen, praying to be immediately heard by her counsel, 
the Chancellor said, *' he would be glad to know where in the 
history' of rarliament it was to be found that counsel were 
admitted to be heard against a measure of some kind or other 
not yet submitted to their lordships, but which some noble lord 
was expected to propose. Their lordships differed from the 
praotioe of the other House of Parliament, by allowing a peer 
to lay a bill on the table without asking previous leave to do 
so ; and would they now hear counsel against this privilege of 
the peerage ? " ' The motion, that counsel be called in, was 
negatived without a division.'' 

Lord Liverpool forthwith introduced the "Bill of Pains 
and Penalties against her Majesty," which, reciting that " she 
had airried on an adulterous intercoui-se with Bergami, her 
menial servant," enacted that '* she should be degraded from 
the title and station of Queen, and that her mamage with the 
King should be dissolved." After her counsel had been heard 
at the bar against this mode of proceeding, the biU was read a 
first time, and was ordered to be read a second time on the 17th 
of August* — ^when the preamble was to be proved, and the 
** trial " was to begin. 

In the meanwhile, Lord Erskine having made the very 
reasonable motion, that the Queen should be funiished with 
a list of the witnesses to be produced against her, the Lord 
Chancellor resisted it in a long speech, in which he pointed 
out the inconvenience which this pi-actice produces in trials 

• a Uunnl. 34. * Il>. 49. "lb. 167. lb. 199. 7 lb. 20t. 
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for trettBon, — insisted iihat it should not be extended to odier 
oases, — and, Teminding their lordships that the rank of the 
party accused should not weigh wiui thm— in spite of his 
early fulure in quoting Shakspeare, exolaimed— * 

** The poor beetle that we tr«ad upon 
In corporal sufferance feels a pu^ M givat 
A» wlicn a giaatcUea."' 

He might have reoolleeted that the Queen was substan- 
tially chiuged with high treason, and that in Scotland (of 
which she was Queen as well as of England) no criminal 
of any degree can be brought to trial without the advantage 

wliicli slie claimed. 

I think he likewise ened in resisting a motion afterwards 
made l:)y Lord Er«kine, tliat as the cliarge in the preamble of 
the bill extended over several years, and over many countnes 
in Europe and Asia, she should, for the purpose of preparing 
her defence, be fumisbed with a specification of the times and 
places when and where the offence was supposed to have been 
committed. The Chancellor said, there was no analogy 
between the common law of this country and a proceeding 
before Parliament ; and his noble and learned friend had not 
pointed out a single instance in which, in a proceeding like 
the present, their lordships had gone the length to which 
their lordships were now requested to go : the demand for 
a specification was unsupported by any piinciple, and unsanc- 
tioned by any precedent." ' But surely he had not consulted 
his oracle, Sir \Villiaiu, that groat Consistorial Judge, who 
would have told him that in an ordinary divorce suit the 
libel must articulately set forth the charges — with time and 

J lace — and that to Ihese charges the proofe are confined, 
adeed, by the standing orders of the House of Peers, a Bill 
to dissolve a marriage for adultery cannot be introduced till 
there has been a sentence of divorce a mensd et thoro in the 
Ecclesiastical Court, after such specific allegations established 
by evidence. 

These violations of the sacred principles of impartial justice 
excited much sympathy in favour of the party accused, and 
inclined the public to be incredulous to the formidable case 
that was afterwards made out against her. 
. When the trial actually began, and during the whole course 
of it, Lord Eldon's oonduot as President of the Court was 

s 2 Haasard. 440. • Ilk. 
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much to be admired ; displaying not only dignity and ability, 
but impartiality and oandonr. In ih» midst of ereat provoca* 
tion, be always preserved his equanimity ; and ^niile he firmly 
dlieoked the irregularities of counsel when they ezoeeded' the 
latitude to be fairly expected in the discharge of their ardnooB 
dut3% lie treated them with uniform courtesy* He summoned 
to his aid the Judges of the land, and upon the many difficult 
questions of evidence which arose he always decided according 
to their opinion. I must, likewise, point out his high merit, 
by which every good lawyer must be struck, in framing the 
questions to be submitted to these sages. It should be remem- 
bered, that, being only adviserSj there is a jealousy in putting 
to them in the concrgte the very point vrhich the House is to 
decide; and that they are generally consulted by an abOraot 
question arising out of a supposititious case. Some dexterity 
maybe evinced by the framing of such questions, so as to obtain 
an answer which may meet the wishes of the framer; bntLord 
"Rldon -in his imaginary ejectments and trials upon indict- 
ments — witli the greatest fairness and felicity submitted the 
exact matter in controversy for their advice, without the 
slightest regard to the manner in which their answer might 
operate.* Amidst the himiiliatiun uiubcd by the proceeding, 
it was conscdatory to observe, not only the nnezampled dis- 
play of talent at the Bar, but, though the contending parties 
vrere so nneqnal, tiie strict regard to the rules of law and to 
the principles of enli^tened criminal procednre exhibited "by 
the Court. 

When the evidence for the prosecution had closed. Lord 
flldon very pioperly resisted the proposition made by Mr. 
Brougham, in his laudable zeal fur his client, — that he should 
then be allowed to open the evidence for the defence, with a 
delay of some weeks, to enable him to adduce it; — or that 
he should be allowed to divide his address into two halves— 
one commenting on the evidence already given, to be spoken 
immediately — and the other opening tiie evidence for the 
defence, to be spoken alter the adjoomment. The natural 
anxiety was, that the powerful summing up of the King's 
case, by the Solicitor-General, Copley, should not remain so 
long unanswered ; but the alternative was very fairly given, 
to adjourn at the conclusion of it for as long a time as her 
Majesty should require to prepare fully for her defence, or to 

b Our Law of Evidence was much on- alUuni|^ tWO OT three Off thOtt btm rium 
i1dwdli7itMdecUonaintJM''(;tueensCM^'' been donbtcd. 
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C»9eed ocmibiiiiynaly till lier defenoe ahoidd be dosed. A de- 
y tOl the 3xd <^ October was asked by her Majesty's oounsel, 

and to that day the House adjourned. 

While Lord Eldon was ei^ibiting so much ooobiess on the 
woolsack, he had been the subject of some very absurd attempts 
personally to annoy him by the worst-judging eection of the 
Queens friends, who (among other schemes) projected pur- 
phasing for her use the house next to his, in Hamilton Place, 
where it was intended that she should keep a court, the mob 
mounting guard over her. 

Having heard that the Lords of the Treasury intended, on a 
speoioiis representatioii, to assist her in proonring this place 
of residence, he aotoally wrote the following letter to Lord 
Liverpool, threatening instantly to resign if t&y did: — 

**My dear Lohd, 

" I understand upon inquiry that the transaction as to the Hamilton 
Place house cannot take ell'ect without Government making themselves 
a party to it. I should be very unwilling to state anything offensively^ 
but I cannot but express my confidence that Government will not aid a 
project wliich must remove the Chancellor from his house the next hour 
that it takes effect, and from his office at the same time. I am confident 
that I can satisfy you that it could not reasonably be expected of me 
that I should adopt any other oooduct if this matter takes effect^ mueb 
as I should in every way wish to prove myself 

Toursi most truly. 

Lord Liverpool withdrew the aRsistance of Goveniment from 
the scheme ; but it was about to be coiii])leted by means of a 
voluntary subscription, — when it was defeated, after the terms 
had actually been agreed upon, by Lord Eldon himself becom- 
ing the purchaser, at an advanced price. In consequence, he 
wrote to his daughter, — I bad no other means of preventing 
the destruction of my present house as a place in which I could 
live, or which any body else could take. The purchase-money 
is large ; but I have already had such offers, that I shall not, I 
think, lose by it." 

He now went to enjoy some repose at Encombe. On his 
jouniey thither he wan constantly saluted by cries of '* Queen 
Caroline for ever ! " and in the countiy he found that public 
opinion was all against the King, the people saying sweep- 
ingly, ** Italians are not to be believed." lie was still con- 
fident, howcTcr, in his tribunal, if it had not l)een for one 
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misgiying — tlio diead of recrimination. On this subject lie 
wrote the following letter to Sir William, in wluch his reason- 
ing is most sophistioal, and is evidfimtij at Taziaaoe irith Tm 
am foivate oonvictioii 

"I have long thought that the effect of recrimination will be pitxiuoed, 
efen if widenes of ncriminatioQ raouM be Bnt I wanted gome 

scrap, to enable me to argue the point whether it should be refused, 

fur 1 can hardly escape being called upon to say something about it. 
In ordinarv'^ bills of divorce, thev are not tendered to the House in the 
first instance by a lord : the husband petitions for leave to hav e a bill 
brought in : Hie proceeding is therefoTB in the nature of Mi suit. As 
ngmmii Ami^ it is fair to show that ?ie ought not to be relieved ; he is a 
party, in somewhat of a strict sense, in the proceeding ; he has therefore 
no right to complain if his actions are examined in that proceeding ; of 
his actions, Commons, Lords, and King are to judge. But in this pro- 
oeeding, the King is no jjetitioning party (more than one foolish thing 
has been ssid by tiiose who riionld not have said it, attending to this 
droomstance)— the bill is not brought in upon leave at his suit — a lord 
brings it in upon his own res^wnsibility — might bring it whether he 
would or not — he has not, as a i>etitioner, placed himself in a situation 
in which ht has submitted his actions to examination in a proceeding in 
which he csn repel impntation by proof, even if, as a King, he oould 
submit his actions to examination— ^e has nothing to do, in foim and 
upon principle, with the ]>roceeding, till the bill is tendered to him for 
his assent to what Commons advise and Lords advise : they can't try 
his conduct. The received notion, that this would be treason if com« 
mittod here^ is to be looked to. Suppose it had been committed here^ 
adultery on lus part would have been no defence — could not have heea 
ffven in evidence. See then what would be the case ; — she is convicted 
—does he pardon, so as to save her life ? If he can't have a divorce 
because of adultery on his part, he must either let the law take its 
eoarse against her, and divorce by execution, or take the pardoned traitor 
to his arms to love and to cherish. Notwithstanding all that can be 
said, I should, if I was to decide to-day, argue the cise as if recrimi- 
nation had been proved. But it is very essential to settle the j oint 
whether it should be admitted : for, whatever notoriety there may be 
in ikb case, it would be monstrous inapowiUe case to admit it : the 
case for instance in which, after shameful notorious adultery in a 
wife, the huskmd, suing for a divorce, had in a single instance, in an 
unfortunate moment, sinned, — ^righteous altogether beibre his wiie'a 
adultery." 

He here admits, that if the bill had been introduced at the 
King's suit, recrimination could not be refuned ; and he is 
obliged to resort to the miserable subterfuge, that the bill was 
brought in by a lord, on liis own responsibility — forgetting, 
that in point of form, even, as well as substance, the Kong was 
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the petitioner, or acto)\ by the message he had sent along with 
the '* mreen bag." Then the supposition, that the proceeding 
was luce a eiiminal trial on a oapital oliarge, where the per- 
sonal oonduct of the prosecator, nnoonneoted with ihe specific 
offence charged, would be irreleTant, was at variance not onlj 
with the &ot, but with all his own reasoning in the prior stages 
of the proceeding. To such inconsistency was he driven bj 
his original want of firmness in combating the inclinations of 
the Sovereign, who, according to the law of God and man, had 
forfeited all claim to the remedy his Ministers were now obse- 
quiously struggling to obtain for him. 

When the House met, af^er the adjournment, it again 
assumed the aspect of au enlightened and impartial court of 
justice — ^which it maintained tUl the evidence nad been closed, 
and every thing had been urged by the counsel on either aide, 
whidi could be suggested by zeal, learning, and genius. The 
question being then put, Thai this bill now read a second 
time," — 

The Lord Chancellor, leaving the woolsack, delivered a long 
and able speech in sn])poi-t of it. After vindicating the mode 
of proceeding by Hill of Pains and Penalties," which he said 
was very favourable to the accused party, and arguing that the 
Queen had not been prejudiced by a refusal of " a list of the 
witnesses," or a " specification," such as she had demanded, or 
by any of her supposed grievances, he took a masterly view of 
the evidence, and contended, that while there was no sufficient 
reason to disbelieve the witnesses whose credit had been 
impeached, — according to all the rules of inference by which 
courts of justice were guided in the investigation of truth, 
the case was abundantly established by evidence allowed to be 
sincere. Without haviniz; once shed tears, or appealed to his 
conscience, he thus concluded in a very manly and dignified 
strain: — 

One word more, my Lords, and I have done. As to what has 

passed or is passing out of doors, I will take no notice of it, for I am 
not supposed to hear it, or to know anythinfi; alx»ut it ; only this I will 
say, that, whatever has happened, or wliatever may happen, 1 will per- 
form my duty here. But in the course of this solemn inquirj', your 
Lordships have heard from the bar of this House what I was very sorry 
to hear, and what I helievo was never before addressed to a court of 
justice. Something like a threat was held out to your Lordships, that 
if you passed judgment ajjainst the Qnoon, yon would never have the 
power of passing another judgment. 1 do not profe&s to use the words 
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of the speaker, but the impression is distinct upon my mind. My 
Lords, bowew that may be, I 'will take upon myself to declare, that an 
address of audi a nature, such an address of intimidation to any court of 
justice, was never until this hour considered to be cousistent with the 
duty of an advocate ; and that such an address, whether an advocate 
has a right to make it or not, ought to have no effect whatever on your 
Lordships. You stand here as the great and acknowledged protectoi-a 
of tbe libertiea, the character, the honour, and the lives ot your fellow- 
subjects, aud you cannot discharge that high trust a moment longer 
than while you can say to one another, — and for myself, if I had not a 
moment longer to live, 1 would say to you, — ' Be just, and fear not 1 ' 
My Lords, I know the people of this country. I am sure that if your 
Lordahips do your duty to them, by preserving ihdr liberties and Ihe 
Constitution which has been handed down to yon from your ancestors, 
the time is not far distant when they will do their duty to you ; when 
they will acknowledge that those who are invested with the great 
judicial functions of the state ought hrmly to meet all the reproaches 
to which Ihe iiedtiiful performance of those funotions may expose them ; 
to court no popularity ; to do their duty, and to leave the consequences 
to the wisdom and justice of God, who guides the feelinus and actions 
of meu, and directs the course and consequences of all huniau atlairs.** * 

On the diyision, after a debate of four nights, the seoond 
reading was carried by a majority only of 28.* 

Lord Liverpool, and most of his colleagues, now cried 
" Craven but Lord Eldon, whose courage ever giew with 
difficulty, like a btout cliampion, was eager to continue the 
combat, and thus unbosomed nimself to Sir William : — 

** Deab Bbotbbb, 

"I complain not only of a deadly want of energy in the public, but a 
want of it in the Administration. Most expressly I complained of the 
latter want. I tliink, if the latter did not exist, we should not see quite 
so much of the former ; whereas most of those who are infected with 
the lata; attribute their own coinduct» I thmk enoDeoDsly, to necessity 
arising oat of the apathy of the former. 

** How is it possible that Ministers can help the propagation of reports ? 
How is it j)ossible that they can avoid determinations, in given cases, to 
go out ? Their friends, as they caii themselves, are constantly com- 
plaining that the CSabinet don*t let them know how much they make a 
point of this or tliat matter, excusing their lukewarmness and tneir non- 
attendance, because thw were not informed that this or that point was 
material ; if they had been so informed, oh 1 they would ha\e been in 
their places, and have given the most entire sup^rt I Ministers are, 
therefore, driven to state upon what they put tiieir existence, to those 
tiiqr bdiore to be their friends $ bat it does so happen that some of those 
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whom they faQcy to be mash, are living with all parties, iriflhing to be 
well with all parties, and therefore, some studiously and some by sur- 
prise upon themselves, giving to tlie opponents of Minist*^rs the infor- 
mation which Ministers meant to give exclusively to friends, and which 
they have been compelled to give them. It is some such friend who 
has told Brougham, or the person whoever he may be, what has been 
told to Lady who has been as willing as anybody to keep herself 
out of a scrajje, of being a witness on a late occasion. If Ministers do 
mean to iusisi upon the Queen's being kept out of the Liturgy, could 
they permit all whom they call friends to be pledging themselves, 
before Parliament meets, that they, their friends, will male no point <a 
the litm^ ? The King may be false, bat he has told me twenty 
times, and witliiu these forty-eight hours once, that he will take no 
Ministry that will introduce her into the Liturgy. T have no reason to 
believe, nor do I believe, that the King has sent lor Lord Spencer. 

** I only add, that I Imow the Ministers think they have been driven 
by Inkewarmness of friends (excusing it by oomplaining that oonmmni- 
cations were not made to them of points on which they put their 
existence) to communicate what it may now be represented to have 
been very foolish to communicate. I think withdrawing the bill, if 
any thing has that etl'ect, is what will destroy the Admmistiation, to 
whatever cause the friends or foes of AdministiatioD, or neatialS) may 
attribute it.** 

Lord Eldon prevailed so far, that the bill was oanied 

through another stage ; but in tlie committee it enoonnteted 
fresh difficulties, from a religious sorople respecting the 

divorce clause, on which the Kight Keverend Prelates were 
divided in opinion — the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishops of London and Llandatt' speaking for it; and the 
Archbishops of York and Tuam, and the Bishops of Chester, 
Worcester, and Peterborough, against it. Jn sad perplexity. 
Lord Eldon proposed to omit the divorce clause altogether, so 
that the bill might only degrade the Queen from her royal 
rank and dignity, without dissolving the marriage : but many 
of the King's friends objected to his being placed in the un- 
precedented condition of continuing the husband of a woman 
coTivii ti d of adultery; and some of her friends said that, 
thou<»;h they believed her innocent, they would vote for the 
clause, that the bill might be defeated by it. 

The Committee dividing on the question, *' Tliat the divorce 
clause stand part of the bill," the contents weie 129, tlie 
NOT ooxTEXTs 62, — Lord Eldon, Lord Liverpool, and all the 
Ministers voting in the minority.' 

When ilie division was over. Lord Holland seated himself 

•SHttuard. 1726. 
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beside Lord Eldon on the woolsack, and said to him, — 
*' Lord Chancellor, your bishops have made but an indifferent 
figure to-night, — one half of them saying that a man will be 
damned if under certain circumstances he lives with his wife, 
and the other half that he will be damned if under the same 
circumstances he puts her away." Lord Chancellor: "I am 
only certain of one thing, which — ^that these Bishops will aXL 
be danmed." 

Undifimayed, be was for ptishmg the bill forward, and send- 
ing it to tike House of Commons, notwithstanding the stroz^ 
opposition with which it was threatened there; but, at a 
Cabinet held in the evening of the 9th of November, Lord 

Liverpool peremptorily declared his resolution not to proceed 
farther with the measure. Lord Eldon maintained his oavii 
opinion with boldness, and some hot words seem to have 
passed between them. It was finally agreed to feel the pulse 
of the House by taking a division on the third reading, the 
Chancellor lumng first tried to fix waverers by again remind- 
ing them of the eyidence of tiie imimpeaobed witnesses, and the 
necessaiy inferences to be drawn £rom it. 

He accordingly spoke very emphatically in the debate on the 
third reading, contending that no peer who bad voted for the 
second reading, and thus declared his conviction of the Queen's 
guilt, could now be justified in withdrawing his support from. 
it. He said : — 

" Are there any of your Lordships who, on such a subject, will not he 
satisfied with circumstantial evidence? Murders are jiroved to the 
satislaction of juries by circumstantial evidence. I recollect a case in 
wbidi a man was fouid dead in tfad highway — ehot through the head — 
the wadding of the pistol clotted in his hair ; on the bead being washed, 
a piece of paper was found nnconsumed ; this proved to he part of a 
ballad ; aud the remainder of it was found in the jxx^ket of another 
person, who was apprehended on suspicion of being the murderer. Was 
not this a safer ground for oonviotion tim<. the oath of a man swearing 
that he saw the shot fired ? Suppose a lady and gentleman are inter- 
rupted in a criminal pur|»ose, and afterwards lock tin mselves up in a 
room for some hours, or are found sleeping in the same apartment, what 
inference is to be drawn? Jjaying aside the evidence of Wajocchi, 
Bemonty and that class of witnesses,*— if there is not enough remaining 
to establish the charge, I have grievously erred in allowing divoroe hills 
to pass throiicrh this House. But, looking at all the circumstances, I 
think it would he very difficult for any of your Lordships to lay youi 
hands on your heart, aud say, 'Not guilty, upon my honour.' 
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When he sat down, Lord Liverpool threw to him a slip of 
paper, with the following words : — "Most admirably! I am 
much obliged to you for it — and sorry if what i baid last night 
gave you pain." » 

Neveitheless, upon a division, the third leading was carried 
only by a majority of nine.** 

Thereupon Lord Liveipool, instead of moving " That this 
bill do pass/' said, that Had the third reading been carried 
by as considerable a number as the second reading, he and 
his noble colleagues would have felt it their duty to persevere 
in the bill, and to submit it to the other branch of ilio lo^.s- 
laturo. In the present state of the country, howe\ er, and 
with opinions su nearly bakmced — just exemplified by their 
Lordships — they had come to the determination to proceed 
no fiurfJier with it" He aocordingly moTed, *'That the 
farther consideration of the Bill be adjourned to this daj six 
months.** 

Lord Eldon put the question horn the woolsack, and wiHi an 
abject countenance said, " The contents have it." 

Heartily dissatisfied with the issue, and with his brethren 
of the Cabinet^ he thus addressed his daughter : — 

" I thought it wholly inconsistent with the dignity of the House of 
Lords to close the most solemn inquiry- ever entertained in that House 
by doinpf nothing;. The bill should cither have been rejected or passed. 
But to have upon our Journals four different resolutions, all founded 
upon our avowed ocmTkstiofa of her guilt, and then neither to wifhdiaw 
those resolutions, nor to act upon them, appears to me perfectly absurd, 
and, both to the country and to her, unjust. To her, surely it is so. 
We condemn her four times ; slie desires at our bar that we will allow 
her to be heard in her defence before the (^)mmons ; we will neither do 
that, nor withdraw our condemnatioiis ; lor, though the bill is with- 
drawn, the votes of condemnation remain upon our Journals. This is 
surely not pretty treatment for a lady. Eeport says that in a petition, 
which Lord Dacre would have presented if the bill had not been with- 
drawn, she signs herself thus — 

•GuKnorab Qonni nr apin ov lov.* 

This thmgv which has so long kept the countiy m a state of agltatioD, 
will probably die away, like all other nme days* wonders — except that^ 



S OnthelMMkof tiibwMiflBimdUieft]]ow>> this to me, apologising for angiy langoige at 

ing meraorandTim :—"TJverpool asked me to the Cabinet the niplit l)ef(ire, when he com- 

speak in the House of i»rds upon circum- municated bis init;auun of retiaqubl jig the 

■tanttal evUtauM on Oe latt day of the businen." 

(g^MOi'i txlaL I maa, B» tlwn handed k 108 to M. 3 Hanwn^ 1744. 
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when Parliament meets, Ministers will be abused heartily, and some 
witnessefl on both tides will be prosecuted for perjury.'* 

He was mistaken in supposing that the memory of this 
scandalous proceeding would so noon pass away, for it produced 
a deep disgust in the public mind, which was not effaced 
during the current reign ; — and not until examples of purity 
and cn all the domestic yirtaes had afterwards been displayed 
on the throne, was it that the people of this ootmtiy were 
again affectionately attached to tlie monarchical government 
under which they and their forefstthers had so lone flourished. 
Lord Eldon himself, though little given to change his opinion, 
or to confess that he had been wronf];, seems in his latter 
days to have regretted " the proceedings upon the Bill of 
Pains and Penalties against Queen Caioline " — which he goes 
so far as to denominate — ''proceedings, perhaps, more just than 
pmdent." ' Happily, I am not called upon to offer any opinion 
upon the guilt or innooence of the party aooosed, or to say 
how &r her disregard of the opinion cn others, and her hahitoal 
refusal to sabmit to the conventional restraints imposed upon 
her rank and sex, may, in her case, repel the inference usually 
drawn from oertain transgressions of the rules of delicacy, and 
so redeem her from the highest imputation of misconduct. 
Had it not "been for the ill-iniago she experienced in the early 
part of her married life, there pnihahly would have been little 
hesitation in coming to an unfavourable conclusion upon the 
evidence produced against her ; and in that case, whatever the 
fact might be, she would have had no just reason to complain, 
for a woman must be prepared to see the inferences cbawn 
against her which naturally arise from the situations in which 
die chooses to place herseu; and if she has raised a geneial 
belief of guilt, it is really not very impoiiant to others that she 
rataans a consciousness in her own breast of not having actually 
^ consummated her infidelity. 

This was the most wretched part of T.ord Kldon's life. His 
sufferings must have been materially aggra\ated by the consi- 
deration that the individual whom ho was now called upon to 
vilify and to degrade wa« the same Caroline of Brunswick who 
received him so hospitably at Blaekheath — and he must have 
felt some envy when he saw Mr. Canning sacrificing office, 
and daring the King's displeasure, rather than assist in the 
proceedings against her. 

i Ao&cdote Book. 
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OHAPTBB OOV, 

OONTUniATIOK OP THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL THE GABINST WAS 
LIBKRALISBD BY THE INTBOOUOnON OF MB. GANIONG AND MR 
HUSEIS8QN. IN THE TEAR 1838. 

DOBING the Christmas vacation which followed the Queen's 
A.n.i8ao ^^^^^ Lord Eldon enjoyed a short repose at Encombe, 
and, after the exciting scenes in which he had been 
engaged, he took delight in meditating for houis together on 
the hearth, " with the fimoy very hasy in finding oat BkeneBses 
of the human Tisage in the fire. He oonolndes a letter to his 
danghter, giving an aoooont of this sleep of the mind," hy 
spinoimcing his speedy return to the turmoils of business: 
In an hour's time I shall be among the lawyers, who are no 
fevourites of yours ; and I would much rather sec my pointers, 
&c., and listen to the sounds with which they express their joy 
at seeing their master, than to the eloquence of the most elo- 
quent of the babblers, to whom now, for a long time possibly, 
1 must lend unwilling ears. I say possibly, because, till the 
temper of Parliament is tried in the fiabsequent week, our 
&te remains mighty uncertain.*' 

The zeal of the Whigs in opposing the Bill of Pains and 
Penalties,** no doubt had been sharpened by the hope that the 
Ministij would either be beaten in Parliament by persisting 
in it, or would quarrel with the Kint^ by abandoning it — so 
that either way their gain was certain. But Lord Liverjjool 
baffled them completely. The King, npon reflection, became ^ 
satisfied that more could hardly have been done to gratify 
him ; and his Majesty looked with some displeasure on Sir 
John Leach, by whose sanguine prophecies he had been buoyed 
np. For his present servants he bad no great regard ; bnt he 
decidedly preferred them to Ihe " early firiends,** against whom 
he was now much exasperated, as they had defeated him in the 
object nearest his heart, and he imputed their conduct to purely 
factious motives. The Queen*s popularity likewise considerably 
declined when her dangers were over; the excesses of the 
multitude enlisted in her cause had excited alarm in the minds 
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of moderate men, and a genenl feeling prevailed that it was 
neoessary, for the sake oi pubKo tianqnillity, to rally round 
the GoTezninent. 

F(Xr these reaaons the sesBion of Parliament, ^ hich was ex- 
pected to be 80 stormy, and to which Lord Eldon 
had looked forward with so much apprehension, was 
one of the quietest known for many years. Sir Charles 
Wetherell delivered a very elaborate argument in tlie House 
of Commons to prove the illegality of the continued exclusion 
of the Queen's name from the Liturgy ; but a resolution to that 
eflfect was there negatived by a large majority,'' and, when the 
sobjeot oame to mentioiied in the House of Peers, Lord 
£ldon, giving no reasons, contented himself with d<^matioa]l7 
asserting the oonfiaiy4ootiine, after having obtained every 
information that could be aoqnired, and applied to it the 
deepest research."" 

The only serious difficulty to be encountered was " Catholic 
Emancipation," which began to assume a very formidable 
aspect. Hitherto there had been only debates on petitions 
from the lioman Catholics, or resolutions for taking their 
claims into consideration at a future time. But a bill for 
removing all their disabilities had passed the House of Com- 
mons, and (horrible to relate) was actually put into the bands 
of Lord Eldon, at Ihe bar of the House of Lords, by Mr. 
Plunket, its author. His Lordship behaved on the occasion 
with composure and self-command. - On his return to the 
woolsack he recited, with an unbroken voice, the title of 
the bill to which the concurrence of their lordships was 
asked ; and he calmly declared, that " although he feared it 
would be impossible for the promoters of the measure, by any 
modifications, ever to induce him to acquiesce in it, he would 
bestow his best reflection on the subject before the discussion 
on the second reading.*' 

When^the motion for a second reading of -the bill came on, 
—-after indudng the Duke of York to make a veiy bold de- 
claration against any change in "the Protestant Constitu- 
tion of 1688," he himself delivered what is considered his 
greatest anti-Catholic speech, concluding, after praising the 
old Whig peers, who had framed the Act of Settlement, 
with this earnest prayer: "May the posteiity of those noble 
lords find, in the preservation of our present laws, in tho.se 
wise and fimdamental laws which require the Throne, the 

k 4 UaoMrd, 219. " lb. 799. 
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GoTomment, and the Church to be imalterablj and for ever 
Protestant, lliat solid secnirity for their liberties whidi they 
can never find in excluding a Papist from the throne, bat 

HunoTuiding a Protestant King with Fopisb advisers ! '* The 
bill was rejected by what was considered the auspicions majo- 
rity of THIRTY-NINE." 

Next day Lord Eldon wrote to Sir William : The Dviko ot 
York lias done more to quiet this matter than eveiy thing put 
together. It has had a great effect. I have nothing further 
to delay your drinking to the ' thirty-nine, who saved the 
TUiuTY-NiNE ARTICLES,' — a very fashionable toast." Shortly 
after, being requested by him to oorrect and publish his 
speech, he wrote back an answer, showing his mkeBsy suspi- 
cions of Lord Liverpoors sincerity, and his own resolution, 
which, being really founded on principle, ever proved indo- 
mitable : I have no great appetito for printing." At the 
same time, the papers have printed such nonsense, that I am 
uneasy about it. As to Liverpool, I do not know what he 
means. To please Grenville, he makes a L'egius Pro lessor, — 
friend to the Catholics. To plejuse Lansdowne, he makes a 
Bishop of Bristol and Kogius Professor, — friend to the Catho- 
lics, lie, therefore, I dare say, will not stir a step beyond 
pronouncing in words his roeech. I am not quite content 
with tills— and jet I don't know what to do. But what he 
does or does not do, I think should not regulate me. Can a 
man who makes such a Secretary for Irehuid as wo have, and 
two such Begins Professors and such a Bishop, be Berious? 
With me this thing about the Catholics is not a matter of 
consistency, but of conscience. If tliere is any truth in 
religious matters, I cannot otherwise regard it."** 

The only other measure which excited much interest during 
the present session was the bill for disfrancliising the borough 
of Gmm pound. This Lord Eldon strenuously opposed, 
although it was supported by his colleagues. He said that 
'* the present bill was completely irreconcilable with the law 

° 159 to 120. 5 Hansard, 356. lads, wbo give each other great dinners, with 
« It was fmbllahed In a pamphlet aa eor^ ibeir claret, cbanipaffie, Mkh must learn that 
rected by himself, and it is reprinted in Urn- this will not do, if ihoy aro to f tirsuo a pro- 
sard, V. 285. fession ; and they most learn that if thrj 
P In the same letter, reAmrlnft to an appll- want tbe aid of a profiMBlon. they mnst edb* 
cation for a placo for an idle j'onnp lawyer, mit td the privatidns wliiih ynurig men, who 
be gives such admirable advice that I caDoot are to get forward in professions, have al- 
nfMn from oop3r1ng lt^-^The tnidb is, wajvanbmlttad to, TMsisatrotliof iHildl 

lllrt upon F. there rnnst be improflsed the tbej art nut aware/* 
DBoeiiity of bis woridng for bimselt These 
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and constitution of this country. It was * a bill of pains and 
penalties/ and an ex post facto law, for it inflicted on innocent 
men the punishment due only to the ^iliy, and a severer 
punishment than any existing law provides for the gniliy." * 
However, on the ground, not of punishing crime, but of taking 
the elective franchise from a place which could not be per- 
mitted to enjoy it longer without serious detriment to the 
piil)lic, the bill passed, and fomied a precedent for ihe bill to 
disfianchise Sudbiirv, soon after carried through with the sano- 
tion of Sir Kobert reel. 

As the session drew to a close, preparations began to be 
made with a view to the coronation of George IV., which the 
Queen's arrival had interrapted the preceding year. On this 
occasion Lord Eldon was veiy fitly raised to an Earldom. He 
said that George IIL and George lY. had previously offcen 
pressed the dignity upon him, and that even now his * young 
master' was obliged to say, * If you will not make out your 
own patent, I will get some one else to do it ; and when I 
send it to you, I will see if you dare to return it.' " He sent 
a formal letter of thanks to his Majesty, and received an 
answer tebtifying the favour in which he was then held, 

^Hazniltoii Place, Saturday, July 7th, 1821. 

** The Lord Cbancellor, having been informed that your Majesty has 
been pleased to sign the wamnt for his promoticin in the peerage, 
cannot permit himself to delay the expressing to your Majesty his most 
grateful thanks. He is too sensible of the many imperfections which, 
during the vigour of life, have occurred in his attempts to discharge 
the duties of that great station, in which his gracious Sovereigns have 
been pleased to place, and so loDg to contiuue him, not to feel that he 
is wholly and entirely indebted for this distinction to royal fiivour ; and 
he cannot hope, in the decline of life, to render any services which can 
be in any degree an adequate return for it. lie trusts that your Majesty 
will jiermit him to ofler to your Majesty his warmest gratitude, to tender 
to you the duty and attachment of a devoted servant^ and the homage 
and loyalty of a faithful guhject.*' 

" Carlton Palace, Sataiday night, July 7th, 1821. 

** My dear Friend, 

" I must thank you for your affectionate letter, which is very accept- 
able to my feelings : God grant that you may long hve to enjoy the 
Honours so justly due to your eminent talents ana distrngnished ser* 
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vkeB ! I shall hope to see yon early in the morning, as I have much 
to say to you. 

** Always, my dear friend, 

M Yeiy a&ctionately yours, 

"G.B." 

The patent was dated the 7th of July, 1821, the consider- 
ation recited in it being "the diatinguibhed ability and in- 
t^riiy wbicli lie liad inTuriably evinced in administering the 
laws in his o£Sce of Chanoellor dming the period of nineteen 
years." Two days afterwards he took his seat in the House of 
Lords as an Earl, and received the warm congratalations of 
peers of all parties ; for, on account of the striking amenity of 
Ids manners, he was very generally beloved in that assembly.' 

On reference to the Heralds, it was resolved that the title of 
" Viscount Encombe," at the same time bestowed upon hira, 
should be borne by his grandson ; and he communicated the 
intelligence in a dreadfully long, stiff, and prosy epistle* to 
the promising youth, whose excellent disposition was proof 
against all the temptations to pride, idleness, or extravagance 
arising ont of his new rank. 

At the same time Ihe house of Soott was further honoured 
by Sir William being created Lord Stowell — with the universal 
approbation of the public. His judgments in the Court of 
Admiralty had conferred a lasting obligation on his country, 
and his ele^^nt accomplishments and delightful social qualities 
had endeared him to a large circle of private Mends. The 

'TlM Mlowliig is Hm cenmonlal of Ua Lord QntA OlMunberlaiii of Eot^toA pn- 

installation as recorded In the Journals : — ceding. 

* The Earl of Liverpool signified to the " His Lordhbip (after three obeisances) 

Hoaae, fbat hi a M i^eaty had been ptoMcd to Udd down his letter* |>aCeiit upon the ohatr 

crrati' John Lord Eldon, Lord High Chan- of state, knreling, and from thonce took and 

cellor of that part of the United Kingdom of delivered them to the clerk, who read the 



Great Britain and Ireland called Great Brt» aame at the table. 

tain, a Viscount and Karl of the United " The said letV^rs patent bear date the 7th 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by day of July, in the second year of the reign 

the atfto and title of Vtiooiint Baoonbe and of Ida present H^lesty. His Loidalilpl'a witt 

Karl I if KMiin. "Whereupon his Tx>rds5hlp, of summons was also read." (TTere follows 

taking in hia hand the purse with the Great the writ verbatim.) " 1 hen his Lordship, 



Seal, retired to the loiver end of the Roase, at the table, tocik Ae oatba, and 

and having then pnt on his robes, was intro- 8ubscri1>M the declaration, and also took and 

duced between the Earl of Shaftesbury and subscribed the oaih of attjuration, pursoant 

die Earl of Liverpool (also in their robes) ; to the atatntea, and waa afterwards plaMd 

the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, Cla- on the lower end of the Earls' bench, and 

rencieux King of Arms (in the absence of from thence went to the upper end of the 

Garter King of Arma). carrying Ua Lord- same bench, and aat there as Lord Chanoellor, 

ship's patont (whirh he delivered to liim at and then his Txjrdship returned to the wool 

the steps of the throne), and the Deputy sack."— Jintm. liv. 672. * Twiss, ii. 438. 
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pnblio — althougli mnoli given to envy, jet not witiiont gene- 
Toeity^weie peased to see two brothers, who had raised 
themselves from obscurity by their own merits, both invested 

with the highest dignities of the state. 

There were serious apprehensions that the coronation would 
be disturbed by the Queen. She claimed to be crowned at 
the same time with the King ; but Lord Eldon and a com- 
mittee o the Privy Council, after hearing Mr. Brougham on 
her right, unanimously reported against her. She then, 
against the strong remonstrances of her more pradent ad- 
visers, resolved to force her way into Westminster Abbey, 
and insist on a crown being placed on her head. Bnmoors 
of this project caused mxtSi tmeasiness, but the ceremony 
went off auspiciously, as we may know from the following 
lively notice of it from the £arl of Eldon to his daughter, the 
Lady F. J. Banks : — 

" July 20th, 1821. 

" It is all over, quite safe and well. The Queen's attem]-)t lo make 
mischief failed. She sent a message to say, that she would be at the 
Ahbey by 8 o'clock. To take the persons there by surprise, she came 
between 6 and 7. After trying every door of Ihe Abbey in Tain, she 
came to the Hall; there she was also denied entrance. A few of the 
mob called * Queen for ever !* I am informed that, on the other liand, 
there was great hissing, cries of * Shame, shame, go to Bergami !* and 
a gentleman in the Hall told us, that when her Majesty got into the 
carriage again, she wept. Yesterday must bave infoimM her how 
fleeting is popular favour. Her friends broke Londondeny^s windows, 
Montrose's, and various other people's windows, who were preparing il- 
luminations. We had a very handsome illumination : John Bull spared 
us ; indeed his family were very civil to me, in the course of my transit 
from the Hall to the Abbey. The business is certainly over in a way 
nobody could have hoped. Everybody went in the morning mider veiy 
uncomfortable feelings and dread. I think the fatigue of it would have 
killed dear Mamma. William Henry was a capital fi_:ure in the 
dress of an ancient Baron of the Cinque Ports. He looked amazingly 
well, and performed his duty well. John's delight, I think, was the 
GhampioiL and the Bake of Wellin^n and the Marquis of Angleiea 
going on tunseback for, and retummg on honeback with, the King's 
dfamer*" 

The new Earl's fati^ies at the coronation brought on a fit 
of the gout. He would have been almost completely con- 
soled hy the following most gracious note from his young 
master/' if be ooald haye placed entire relianoe on its sin- 
writyi — 
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"Tliiirsday evening, 6 o'clock, July 26, 1821. 
"My dear Chancellor, 
**I delay not a moment thanking you for your aflfectionate note. 1 
have known you, and, with truth I do add, that I have loved and es- 
teemed you as a friend, much too long for a moment to entertain a thought 
that you would not have presented yourself both at the levee yester<£y, 
as well as the drawing-room this day, if it had l>een morally possible for 
you to have done so. If there be any blame, it rests with me, for not 
having sent to inquire after you, but which 1 desire you will not impute 
to forgetfnlnees on my side, W to the constant worry and hurly-burly 
I have been parpetnaUy kept in for the last fortnight. 

«I lemain, my dear Lord, 
Alivays yoor most affectionate Mend, 

* G. R." 

•* P.S. I shall rejoice, if you are able to come to me, to see you on 
Sunday as usual.** 

But he had to suffer, along with the twinges of the gout, the 
dread of speedy changes in the Cabinet ; and, while still con- 
fined to his room, he thus wrote to Lord Stowell 

"Somelnxly brought to my ladies a report that all the MinisteffB were 
going out but Lord Sidmouth and the Chancellor. 'I'hat any changes 
have been determined upon, I take to be quite unfounded ; that many 
niust take place soon, if the King and Liverpool continue in the temper 
in which they respectively are, 1 have no doubt, though the thing may 
wear on as it is till his excursions are over. The bulk of the Ministers 
arc, 1 think, convinced that the K. means, and that my neighbour* will 
induce him, to chaii'ie them ; and I should not wonder if, in a too areat 
contidence that he has this meaning, they were to retire before he knew 
bow to execute it. It is impossible but that the thing must ts\\ to 
pieces. This is so strongly the conviction of the greatest part of the 
Administration, that I think that conviction will of itself almost pro- 
duce the change." 

However, the King, Tnthoat making any change, set fortih 
on his visit to Ireland, when he heard of " the greatest of all 
possible deliverances " " — the death of the Queen. This threw 
his Ministers, as well as himself, for some time into a trans- 
port of j(»y, but Lord Eldon was soon disturbed by accounts 
that his Majesty in Ireland was showiiii;- marked kindness to 
the supporters of Catholic emancipation, — and that Mr. Can- 
ning, on whom he himself looked witli more and more aver- 
sion, and from whom ho thought he was for ever safe, by tlio 

> Tlw MarchlooeM of Conyngbam. Letter from Lord Ca»llereagh to Lord Eldoo. 
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part whioh this emanoipaior " had taken in &yoiir of Caroline, 
— ^was again coming into ofiSce. In sad perturbation lie thus 
wxote to Lord'Stowell: — 

"Dear Brother, 

think there is a great alteration in the opinions of some where I 
not look for it " (Uie Eing^ ** alx>tit Caimiiig, and even Sidmouth 
thinks the death of the Queen nas icinuvcd, in a great d^^ree, all olijeo* 
ticn to Canniug. But suppose the Kin^^ and Liverpool cannot settle 
their dilTerenccs, what is to be done ? Who is to be at the head ? In 
the House of Commons, you'll say Londonderry," ^Lord Castlereagh, 
now, by the death of his father, Marqaess of Londoudeny,) — " but that 
ivon*t do. For many of the peers, who have great parliamentary in- 
terest, will not support, as Prime Minister, any person who stands 
pledged to remove Catholic rlisabilities, and I have persuaded myself 
that they, with the Duke of York at the head of them, will never agree 
to that. If you go to the House of Lords, who can you have ? Sid- 
month's last determination, as commnnicatod to me, was, that^ whether 
Ihere were or were not any other changes, he would not, in any ofBce, 
meet the Parliament at its next meeting. They talk of the Duke of 
Wellington ; but I have reason to believe that, if there were no objec- 
tions, he would have nothing to do with it. Indeed, I think he is, the 
most of all of ns, convinced that the King is inclined to sweep the cahinet 
room of the whole of us, and that he feels ^ veiy strongly that we 
have all experienced, and are likely to experience, treatment not very 
easy to lx?ar. If Sidmouth goes, I shall go. With a new Secretary 
for the Home Department, a new Chancellor, a change of Prime Minis- 
ter, — who can suppose things to he in a settled state? In troth, I 
don^t see how we can ao on without some explanation as to what all 
the occurrences in Ireland mean — as to the Catliolic question, unex- 
plained. With a determination in many in the Cabinet to resist claims 
to the utmost, we are continuing parts of a Uoverument apparently daily 
in every way encouraging them. 

" I understand the King WHB particular and lavish in his attentions 
to Plunket : he certainly means, if he can, to bring him into office — 
another Papist I " 

It tamed ont, that although the King, in his exuberant 
spirits, arising from a late event, and captivated hj the 

novelty of tho enthusiastio popularity which he experienced, 
had incautiously given hopes to the Irish Koman Catholics that 
the hour of their deliverance was at hand, ho had no serious 
thought* of changing either measures or men, — and his visit 
to Ireland, instead of bringing about an equality of civil rights 
in that country by quiet and constitutional means, soon 
caused deeper discontents, and quickened the agitation which 
in a lew years misGhievonsly extorted what might soonei 
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bave been beneficially conceded. On his retnm he gave 
Lord LWerpool aasiininoes tiiat be would continue to preeerye 
the asoendencj of the anti-Catholic part of the Cabinet, and 
that npon this principle alone would he admit any addition 

to it. r> 

When Cliristmas came round, he scDt the following invita- 
tion to the Chancellor, which places his Majesty in a most 
amiable point of view, and makes us deeply regret that his 
good (qualities were not always so conspicuous : — 

Brighton, Dec 26, 1821. 

"My dear Friend, 
**You flattered me that when you had relaxation from business, you 
would make me a short visit. It strikes me that next Monday and Tues- 
day are the two most probable days to afford too such an opportu- 
nity : therefore, if this should be so, and unless you have formed 
any pleasanter scheme for yourself, pray come to me then. I believe 
it will be necesnary for you to swear in one or two of my state ser- 
vants, the most of whom vou will find assembled here j tlierefore pray 
be properly pre|>ared. I nope it is not neoessanr for me to add how tmly 
bi^py I should be, if our dear and good friend Lord Stowell would ac- 
company } on. A hearty welcome, good and warm beds, turkey and 
chine, and last, though not least iu love, liver andcroWf are the order 
of the day. 

** Ever, my dear Lord, 

'*]fost sinoerely yours, 

•* P.S. — ^N.B. No church preferment will be requested upon the pre- 
sent occasion.'* 

The negotiations for strengthening the Government ended 
A^isas. accession of the Grenvillc party; and Mr. 

Peel was placed in the oflice of Secretary of State for 
the Home Department. This last appointment was very 
agreeable to Lord Mdon, for he had not yet found out, what 
was ere long proved, that the new Secretary was a law ro- 
fonner, — still less did he suspect the dangerous Hbemlity of 
his principles upon otiher sobjeots.' Bnt onr Chancellor was 
muoh chagrined by the interloping of the GrenYilles, who had 
been contaminated, by the Whigs, and with whom he had been 
at enmity almost ever smce he held the Great Seal, He wote 

* ▲ Newcastle diih. mora iftvoniy tfieii between Lord Eldon and Mr. Feel, fnm 

4eUcate, to whidi the Chanoelkr was nnidi which, through the kindnoas of tbf- litter. 

Attadwd. ibis and the two foUowing cbapten ate macb 

f Now begMi the dUetal ooffteipoiidflnoe enridwd. 
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to his daughter : TbiB oooUiion, I think, will have conse- 
quences very different fcom those eiqiected hy the memhen 
Si AdministrttlioiL who have hroui^t it about. I hate oo** 
litions." And he snhsequently sent her the following mots 
against their new allies, — ^the first alluding to the number of 
offices they had required, and the other to a personal defect of 
one of them, who was, nevertheless, a very able as well as ho- 
nourable man : 1. " Lord Holland says, * All articles are now to 
be had at low jnices except Gitnvilles.^ 2. Lord Erskine, alluding 
to Charles Winn's voice, which prevented him from being 
elected Speaker as he would have been called " Mr, Squeaker, 
says, * Ministeis are hard run, hut they still have a squeak for 
it"* 

Lord Eldon had rejoiced much that Mr. Canning had been 
kept out of office on the late Ministerial arrangements, but 
was soon alarmed by a notice which this quasi Wh^ — animated 

by private resentment as well as public principle — gave in the 
House of Commons, of a motion for leave to bring in a bill 
to reinstate Catholic peers in their legislative privileges. 
The move was very skilful ; for Catholic peers had been 
allowed to sit and vote till they were disfranchised by a fac- 
tious effort of the profligate and irreligious Shaftesbury in 
the reign of Charles II., and the present representatives of 
the Cawolio ftmilies, with the Bake of Norfolk at their head, 
were distinguished for their loyalty not less than for their 
ancient blood. The Chancellor, who thought that this measure 
would be as dangerous as allowing a Boman Catholic to be 
upon the throne, wrote to Lord Stowell, with more point than 
is usually to be found in his epistles : " Peel is studying much 
the objections to Canning's motion. Camming says the peers 
should be first restored, because they were last excluded. 
The rapidt King was the last excluded."" 

He was sadly distressed that the Bill was to be considered 
W a mixed Cabinet, and was to be left an open question." 
To his daughter. Lady Frances, he now writes: — **I am 
going, as nsnal, to Carlton House ; the King is still confined 

« He seoms to have been in a happy vein for him and his, that arp and arf to he." 

at this lime. In refereuce lu appUcaUons to From a must exaggeraunl notion prevailing 

hlin fbrHvfBgi, 1m addi, ** My ipidylng clergy of the ecclestastical patronage belonging to 

may be d'vidfd into two classes— applicants the offlce of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- • 

who have begot twelve children, and appli- caster, which I have now the honour to 

cmswboaraiMMtMixioiittoiiiMTyin order bold, I can ea;dly concdre bow he was ap* 

to beget twelve; and every nvui of each peuled to by tlM auilied the BMnyfllg. 

«lMe thiiikb tbe ChanoeUor bound to provide —1848. ^ 
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hy the gout. How ho is to manage, witii some Mmisten 
servants of the Pope, and otheia foes of his Holiness, I can't 
tell ; but if I was a King, I would have my servants all of 

one mind Great uncertainty as to the event of next 

Friday on the Catholic business. I think it will pass the 
Commons, and whilst iiHlividuals are voting for it there under 
a conviction that it will be lost in the Lords, there is reason, 
very much, I am sorry to say, to doubt that, — for lords are 
beginning to think it foolish to be the instruments by which 
other persons may vote dishonestly.** 

The bill having passed the Commons,' was brought up to 
the Lords, and allowed to be read a first time; buta strenuous 
resistance to it was to be made upon the second reading, with 
respect to which Lord Eldon was unnecessarily very nervous. 
He wrote to Lady Frances : — *' I am sorry to hear that your 
Bishop (the Bishop of Norwich) is cominj^, though I am far 
from wisliiiii; liim to be indis]i( >sed. He brings liis own vote, 
and the Bishop of Rochester's proxy ; and two is tux) too much." ' 

When the day came, he made a very able speech against 
the bill, dwelling with much force upon the fact that the 
exclusion of Boman Catholio peers was re-enaoted at the 
Bevolution as essential to our liberties. Having gone over 
all the statutes on the subject, and observed that if Gatholics 
were allowed to sit in the House of Lords they could not be 
excluded from the House of Oommons, he thus concluded : — 
*' Will the mover of this bill abrogate any of those enact- 
ments, with respect t<:) religion, which affect the Sovereign? 
Will ho allow the King to marry a I^apist ? If, from a con- 
scientious feeling, he would prevent his Sovereign, from 
marrying a Papist, he must equally, from a conscientious 
feeling, object to the introduction of I'apists into this House. 
I am quite sure that if I a^ee to this measure, I can resist no 
other. It is neither more nor less than a motien for general 
emancipation, and therefore I cannot consent to its adoption. 
In a short time, it will be of very little consequence to what 
I do consent, or to what I do not; but while I retain the 
power, I will endeavour to discharge my duty fiimly. It is 
constantly urged that the question of emancipation will be 
carried sooner or later. I do not believe it ; and I think that 

• T HansBrtl, iVB, 673. and atw^ talks dellghtftiUy aboat ymi. U 

>i He siihstqucntly wrote in a very kindlj tlie days of PoptTy should return, w* tVlB 

ttrain re«pecUag tbe same Frelate :— " Tba vute bim into tbe Papal chair." 
ndiop ofKcn^isaTMyagraaaUe au^ 
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the oftener the assertion shall be made, the less will be the 
chance of its being fulfilled. Though these were the last 
words I had ever to speak, I would still say that, if this 
amsuie be carried, the liberties of my oountrr as settled at 
the Bevolutioii, the laws of my oountry as established by the 
securities then framed for the preservation of her freedom, 
are all gone ; but I shall have the pleasure to reflect that I 
have not been accessory to their destruction. Those laws 
and liberties of England I will maintain to the utmost; and 
therefore I will give my decided opposition to this measure." • 
The second reading was negatived by a majority of 171 
to 129* 

The only other bill on which Lord Eldon spoke, duiing 
the session of 1822, was a most excellent one— to validate 
mamages celebrated in the face of the chnich, without certain 
required formalities, — where tbe parties believed that they 
were regularly contracting matrimony, and oontinned for a 
certain time to live together as man and wife. This he nn* 



clanse giving it a retrospective operation, which he said was 
an invasion of the rights of property. He divided the House 
against it, and, to his gi'cat 8urj)rise and mortification, being 
left in a small minority, — after declaring the numbers, he 
exclaimed : — *' My Lords, ten days ^o I believed this House 
possessed the good opinion of the public, as the mediatoi 
between tbem and the laws of the conntiy : if this bill pass 
to-night, I hope in Gk>d that this Honse may still have that 
good opinion ten days hence. But, to say the best of ti^s 
measure, I consider it neither more nor less than a legal 
robbery, so help me God. I have but a short time to remaii. 
with you, but I trust it will bo hereafter known that I used 
every means in my power to prevent its passing into a law."* 
He became rather sulky with his colleagues, and, when he 
had any decent exeuse, declined attending Cabinets. Thus he 
wrote to Mr. Secretar>^ Peel : — " I have received your sum- 
mons to attend a Cabinet on the Alien Act, on Friday next, 
at two o'ohxdc, I cannot possibly attend it, the orders of this 
House leqniring me^on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
to be npon the woolsack, in tms place, hearing causes from 
ten tiU fonr. My absence, however, can he of little, anl 
possibly of no oonseqnence." ' These orders the 

• y RaaMid. mt * Ik 1141. IIM, Mf&L 
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have not been considered by his successors as preventing 
them from attending a G^inet, and h$ would very little 
have regarded them if he had been summoned by the Duk^ 
of Gumberhind to delibeiate on the formation of a new 
Government 

As soon as the session was over, the King set forward on 
his voyage to Scotland, and, on his arrival in Leith Koads, 
received the melancholy news of the death of Lord Castle- 
reagh, who, with all his faults of oratory, had proved himself 
a very useful iMiuister, and had, for a number of years, cre- 
ditably supported the important part of Govemuient-leadcr 
in the House of Commons. Lord Eldon, on this occasion, 
feelingly wrote to his daughter, Lady Frances : — Our own 
oonntry and Europe have suflfered a loss, in my opinion quite 
irreparable, I had a great affection for him, and he deserved 
it from me, for to me he showed an uniform kindness, of which 
no other colleague's conduct furnished an example. I learn, 
upon the best authority, that for two or three days he was 
perfectly insane ; and the medical men attribute that fact to 
the operation upon his head of the unceasing attention to 
business, which the last harassing session to him called for." 

lie again wrote on the day of the funeral:^'* This morning 
I have been much affected by attending Lord Londonderry to 
his grave. The concourse of people between St. James's 
Square and the Abbey was very great, the great bulk of them 
b^iaving decorously, some behaving otherwise ; but I protest 
I am almost sorry to have lived till I have seen, in England, 
a collection of persons so brutalised, as, upon the taking the 
coffin at the Abbey door out of the hearse, to have received it 
with cheering for joy that Tj. was no more." 

The remodelling of the Administration now caused tlie Than- 
cellor perplexity. Ho deeply regretted that Mr. Canning, 
much who h;ul accepted the office of Governor- Gen oral of India, 
and was preparing for his departure, had not actually set sail, 
although he did not think that there could be any very serious 
danger from a man who was not only looked upon wi^ sus- 
picion, by the ultra-high-church party, but who was supposed, 
n*om his intimacy with Queen Caroline, to be personally 
obnoxious to the King, Hithorto, upon such emergencies. 
Lord Eldon had shown peculiar skill in bringing about an 
armngement according to his own wishes, and still he was 
in good hopes that he should be able to strengthen the Pro- 
testant interest. 
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The first ohook he received was a letter from Geoige lY.^ 
who, after lamenting Lord Castlereagh's death, thus admo- 
nished him: "My great object, ray good friend, in writing 
to you to-nigM, is to tell you that I have written to Liver- 
pool, and I do implore of you not to lend yourself to any arrange- 
ment whatever, until my return to town. This, indeed, is 
Lord Liverpoors own proposal ; and, as you may suppose, / 
httve joined most cordidly in the propoBition. It will require 
the most prudent foresight on my pait lelatiTe to the new amngo- 
ments that mnst now neoessarily take phhoe. Ton may juc^ 
of the state of my mind." ^ 

In oonseqnence, deeming himself bound by his allegiance, - 
under such a strict injunction, to obey — he actually did abstain 
from political conversation and correspondence till the King's 
return. Although his sittings in the Court of Chancery had 
closed, he continued in Tvondon to await the event, trying to 
work up some judgments which were in arrear, but thinking 
more "who was to be leader of tibe House of Commons? 
— and how the Chnrch Estahlishment might be protected?" 
— ^wiHi, perhaps, now and then a wandering thought towards 
his own security. During this interval he wrote a letter to a 
lady of his acquaintance, who expected a visit from him in the 
country : ** The busy world, having nothing better to think 
about, has employed itself lately in informing me and others 
what are likely to be my ]>olitical movements, and my corporeal 
movements ; and as to both, that busy world has suggested 
much that I am yet a stranger to. I wish to go to Encombe. 
I have had no thought of going to El don. 1 neither know, 
nor ever heard, one syllaUe al)Out political moTcments. I 
liave spoken to nobody upon thesnbject, nor is it my intention 
to say one word about them to any body, nnless my royal 
master forces a word out of my month when he comes. I 
cannot quit this place till he does come ; and when he and Sir 
William Curtis are to cease exhibiting in the full Highland 
garb, I cannot be sure."'' 

The King having returned from his northern metropolis, the 
Chancellor was about to press upon him the promotion of Mr. 
Peel, who had won high distinction in the late debate upon the 

8 15th AngMtk 1822, dated from Leith to the King having assumed the Stewnrt tar* 

Roadii. tan at Kdinburicb, and having be«>n imitated 

h 38th Aagnst. 1832.— To the mother of by Sir WiUiMtt Curtis, |be fat Aldemuui of 

Ibe Reverend C. Stuart, of Sunning I'al*', TiOndon, who accompanied him,— to the preat 

BerkB, frriin whom I have received the origi- amusement of the public and beuetit of ibe 

mL— In the bit acntMice Lord Eldoo ■llodee cerketnriata 
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Catholic Peers, — when, to his unspeakable chagrin, he found 
nat Lord Liveqjool had not only himself resolved to prefer 
Mr. Canning, but had succeeded in overcoming the dislike to 
him in the royal bosom, by representatioiifl that this was the 
only arrangement effeotoaUy to exohide the Whies, and by an 
assnranoe that Catholio emancipation, thoDgh left an open 
question, should be resolutely opposed. 

The unhappy Ghancellor'B mcntifications did not here end ; 
for, without having been once consulted upon the subject, 
he read in a newspaper that there was to be another addition 
to the Cabinet, — if possible, more disagreeable to him. He 
thereupon, in a towering fit of indignation, wrote to Lord 
Stowell : — 

"Dear Brother, 

" The * Courier ' of last night announces Mr, Huskisson's introduction 
into the Cabinet— of the intention or the fact I have no other communi« 
oation. Whether Lord Sidmouth has or not, I don't know ; but really 
this is rather too much. Looking at the whole history of this gentle- 
man, I don't consider this introd notion, without a word said about the 
intention, as I should perhaps have done with resjject to some persons 
that have been or might be brought into Cabinet, — but turning out 
one man and introducing another in the way all this is done, is telling; the 
Ohancellor that he should not ^ve them the trouble of disposmg of him, 
but should (not treated as a Chancellor) cease to be a Chancellor. What 
makes it worse is, that the great man of all has a hundred times most 
solemnly declared, that no connections of a certain person's should come 
in. There is no believing one word any body says — and what makes 
the matter still worse is, that every body acquiesces most quietly, and 
waits in all humility and patience till their own turn comes. 

" I have written to Liverpool (before this news came, and therefore 
not on the ground of this fact) that 1 have no wish to remain Chan- 
cellor ; and, to say the truth, I think those who do remain, and especi- 
ally that officer, stand a very good chance of being disgraoed,*' 

One would have thon^t that this was rather a fovoarable 

opportimity for his retiring to that repose for which he had 
been long panting. In a letter written to hia brother before 
the storm arose, he had said, in the most unqualified terms, 
"As Chancellor, I will not meet another session of Parlia- 
ment." We have no direct information, and it would be 
wrong to conjecture with any confidence, respecting the 
means used to shake his resolution. We are bound to believe 
that, if he had only consulted his own inclination, he would 
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instantly bave Migned ; bat that lie was peiBiiaded— Ibr tlie 

good of his cotmtry — to pocket the affiont, and to consent to 
sit in the Cabinet, — wim Gaimuig on bis light hand, and 
HnakiaBon on his left! 



CHAPTEB OCVL 

OONTIMUATION OF THE LIFE OF L0iU> ELDON TILL THE COMMENCEMENT 

OF swxasBsamB AQAmem the oathcw asbogiatiqk. 

LoBD Eloon sacrificed no public principle hj remaining Chan- 
cellor, and it was ^ still well understood that the 
Ocnertment was to be anti-Catholio ; but I cannot help 
thinking that it would have been more for his dignity if he 
had now resiccned. He had not only been thwarted, but 
slighted, in these late arrangements, — and he might have seen 
that his influence was gone. 

Accordingly, while Catholic emancipation continued to be 
steadily opposed till the year 1829,— from this sera there was, 
in other respects, a marked alteration in the internal policy 
of the ooontoy. We ba^e no more suspensions of the Habeas 
Corpus ; — " the Six Acts " were allowea to expire or fall into 
desuetude ; — soon after began the Attorney-Generalship of 
Sir John Copley, during which, whUe plenty of libels were 
published, not one single criminal information was filed; — 
and, although not much was yet done to reform the law, the 
horror of correcting ancient abuses was sensibly declining, 
so that men could descry the dawning of a better day. Lord 
Eldon's colleagues continued to treat him with perfect oour- 
iesy ; and, respecting his ohaiaoter, and Talning the oredit 
wluoh bis name brought to them, notwitbstandirig motions 
about bis delays in Chancery, and sarcasms npon bis ante> 
dilvdan theories of government, they were desirous of 
humouring him as far as they decently ooiild ; — bot henceforth 
the dread of shocking his prejudices was considerably dimi- 
nished, — and, very little consulted in politics, he was left 
almost entirely to the task of trying to work ofif his Chanoeiy 
arrears.' 

i One who bad » near view of what wm binet, writes to me—" I wm ttrock with tbe 
fglngoa.«lthoagbaoi«BaMB|wof ttt€b> tikHrrtfaw ofgiitiwlqfwidtil S Bt d ir Mt 
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It is pleasing to observe that the improved spirit of the 
kJk im, ^® Daade some impression even upon him, and that, 
if he still resisted all mitigation of the letter of the 
onminal law, he was much softened with reepeot to the nazmer 
m ^K^ch it ought to be enforced, — showing himself in adTance 
of at, least one man in the kingdom. Being asked to look over 
the oases of capital convictions at the Old Bailey before they 
were submitted formally to the King, he wrote to Mr. Secre- 
tary Peel : "I think, from the Eecorder's communication to 
me, he is much more bloody-minded than I am, after three 

times reading all the cases Times are gone by when 

so many persons can be executed at ouce, as were so dealt 
with twenty years ago." * 

I am likewise grateM to him for the good advioe whioh 
he gave when consulted about one of the excellent judicial 
aj^intmenti in SooUand, which distinguished tiie Secretaiy* 
ship of Mr. Peel : — " For anght I know, the individual named 
may be a very fit person at a period when, I believe I am 
justified fully in saying, nothing can be of more consequence 
to the lieges of Scotland than selecting for the Bench the 
ablest man at the Bar, let his politics bo what they may, if he 
does not act upon them in the seat of judicature. To the 
credit of the English Bar, when you give the ermine to an 
opposition lawyer, you never make an opposition judge : but 
Aether tlds would also be the case if you make a Sootoh 
opposition lawyer a judge, is what I can't answer for. I am 
sure much mischief has been done in Scotland by their old 
system of party and particular families filling the Bench. To 
do Lord Melville justice, in his time there have been some 
very fit appointments of lawyers to the Bench, not altogether 
addicted to Administration, but acting on the Bench ably and 
impartially." 

The session of 1823 passed off very quietly, the chief 
measure brought forward having for its object to facilitate 
the hearing of appeals in the House of Lords. Lord Liver* 
pool stated, that smce 1818, when the plan of the Chancellor 
sitting to hear appeals three days in the week was established, 
the number of new appeals entered much exceeded the number 
of old ones decided, and that it would take several years of 
continual sitting to hear those from Scotland alone. — The 
subject was refexrad to a Select Committee, who in their Bepoit 
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recommended that the House should sit on appeals five days 
every week during the session, and that, to enable the Chan- 
cellor to attend in his own court, a Deputy Speaker should be" 
appointed in the House of Lords. 

When resolutions to this efi'ect were moved, Lord Eldon 
took the opportunity to vindicate bis own judicial conduct, 
wbich had been mnbh questioned on the 8001*6 of cfoudCs and 
ddays^ and to repel the indeoent attacks which had long been 
yearly made upon him in the House of Commons. He 
that— 

Wben they were deciding causes in the last resort, and their deci- 
sions were to give the law to other Courts, they could not be too cau- 
tious. The time was fast approaching when his natural life must ter- 
minate ; and for his judicial Ufe, it badaheady been too long : but wben 
the tennioatkm of nis nataral life anive, that degree of caution, 
which 'was called douU and hesitation^ would he his greatest comfort ; 
because, by means of that caution, he had reversed decrees, and pre- 
vented the injustice of A keeping possession of property which of right 
belonged to 13. If their Lordships would comjjare his conduct during 
the twenty yean which he had sat on the judicial bench, with the con- 
dnct of any of his illustrious predecessors — ^and he did not fear the com- 
parison, on the contrary he invited it — he was sure that the comparison 
would not turn out to his discredit. On that account he could not but 
feel indignation, when he was informed of the language in which his 
conduct had been arndgned in another place, by those who ought to 
have known better. U had been publicly asserted, that appeals in 
the House of Lords were nothing more than appeals from the Lord 
Chancellor in one place to the Lord Chancellor in another. He should 
like to know whether the persons who dealt in such assertions were 
aware that there were many appeals to their Lordships from the Chan- 
cery in cases which had never been heard at all by the Lord Chan- 
oellor, but which bad been decided by the Master of the Kolls or tib^B 
Vice-Chanoellor ? He would undertake to say, that not one of the 
distinguished characters who had sat before him upon their Lord- 
jihips* woolsack had shown the slightest reluctance to reverse his 
Jnogment when it was shown to be incorrect $ and he would fearlessl j 
ask, whether he himself had ever exhibited any unwillinguess to reccm* 
sider befoie their Lordsliips any of the decisions to which he might have 
previously come in another place ? He could say most conscientiously 
that he never had ; and for that veiy reason, the insinuations which had 
been thrown cot against his judicial condiict were as cruel and Texatioas 
as they were imfijunded and m just. He had never upon any occasion 
declined, — on the contrary, he liad made it his continual prnctice, to 
state at length the various grounds upon which he rested his decisions, 
in order that the Bar might be enabled to declare to their clients wheihei 
those decisions wera ccmct or not And he defied any msn to point 
cut a single case where the oonectness of them had been doubted in 
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mhUAk he had not w pn m o A. his gratitude to flid party who miggeited 
the doubt. If persons acquainted with the practice of his Court had 
made upon his conduct the observations wliich had been made u|)on it 
by tliose who were totally unacquainted with it, he should indeed have 
felt them acutely ; but he was happy to say, that those observations 
did not proceed nom those who had the best opportunities of marking 
his conduct. They came from those who kne a little or nothing of tht« 
subject, wlio had scarcely ever put a foot into liis Court, and who were 
not, tlierefore, particularly well qualified to judge of its proceedings. 
He would add that, upon that very account, they were bound, in com- 
mon honesty, to abstam from throwing out random Insinuations, whidi 
were calculated to hnxt, in the OpUii(m of the King's subjects, an indi- 
vidual, who, if he was not a great judge — and he did not venture to call 
himself a great judge — at least filled a great judicial situation." 

The resolution passed, and Lord Gifford was appointed 
Deputy Speaker. With a view of simplifying and improving 
the forms of procedure in the Court of Session in Scotland, 
and thereby to les.sea the number of appeals, a bill was in- 
troduced for the appointment of commissioners to examine 
the matter. When this bill oame to be debated in the 
Commoiui, Mr. Brougham replied with great freedom to the 
Chanoellor^s late speech in the Honae of Lords : — 

** This billf** he said, ** had been oanried throng the other House 
with the support of a noble and learned lord, who would have done well 

to consider whether its principles might not he applied to the adminis- 
tration of justice in another part of the United Kingdom ; for ho 
believed the forms of process in Scotland were not more prolix or ob* 
Jectiooable than those of the English Ck>urt of Chancery. When the 
noble and learned lord at the head of that Court did, in the other 
House, in carrying the resolutions on the api>ellate jurisdiction, evince 
a great anxiety to facilitiite the proceedings of Scotch law, he ought 
not to have forgotten that the process of the Court over which he him- 
self presided was as fit an object for inquiry as thai to which those 
resolutions referred. But perhaps the noble and learned lord would 
not agree with him, that inquiry, like charity, ought to begin at home. 
Yet he ought surely to have kept in view the Christian maxim ; and 
before he proceeded to remove the mote out of the eyes of our Scotch 
brethren, he should have taken the beam out of bis own. Why had. 
not the Attomey-Genend and the great ornaments of the Court of 
Chancery been called upon to state their ideas of its abuses and of the 
remedies? In looking over the report which he had mentioned, it was 
curious to ohserve how summarily it disjwsed of a matter of grave 
dispute, which elsewhere was still vexata guofstio. It declared, un- 
reservedly, that it was impossible for the Lord Chancellor to discharge 
all his duties in the House of Lords and in the Court of Chancery. 
Such had not heen the opinion of Sir S. Komilly. In 1813, Sir S. 
BomiUy had not thought that a Yioe-Chanoellor was necessary, but a 
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new Chancellor ; he had admitted the great legal talents of Lord Eldon, 

but (Jtfnial his fitness for tlie office he filled : he had complaiDed that 
Lord Eldon did not confine himself to his judicial duties, but tliat his 
ministerial duties crossed and jostled them on the way, and interfered 
with their progress ; be had objected that Lord Eldon was required to 
be not only In liis own Oonrt, but m the Cabinet^ in tiie Privy Ck>uncil, 
ind in the King's closet ; in short, that his other avocations took np so 
much of his time, that Lord Eldon could not devote his high talents 
and his unequalled leamino; to the cases of suitors in Equity. He 
(Mr. joined in these sentiments most heartily. He wished to speak 
widi all due respect of the inoorruptibte integrity of the learned lord in 
the discharge of ordinary judicial business. A man who stood exposed 
to the eyes of all the world could not well be guilty of any acts of cor- 
tnption ; but the appointments made by him to judicial offices formed 
quite a different question. There the politician interfered, and it was 
the opinion of all Westminster Hall that Lord Eldon carried the poll* 
tksian too much into court, in disposing of the patronage attsched to hu 
station. Let ii be remembered, also, that he had taken upon himself 
another office, namely, that of Prime Minister." *' As to Lord Liver- 
pool beino: Prime Minister " (continued the learned gentleman, not 
aware of the ascendency Lord Liverpool had lately acquired, and of 
Lord Eldon's decdeDsion), "he IS no more Prime Minister than I am. 
I reckon Lord Liverpool a sort of member of Opposition ; and, after 
what has recently passed, I should designate him as * a noble lord in 
another place, with whom I have the honour to act.* fA laugh.] Lord 
Liverpool may have collateral influence, but Lord Eldon has all the 
direct inflnence of the Prime Minister. He is Prime Minister to all 
intents and purposes, and he stands alone in the full exercise of all the 
influence of that high situation. Lord Liverpool has carried measures 
against the Lord Chancellor. So have I ; therefore I say that we act 
together. If Lord Livcrxxx>l carried the Marriage Act, I carried the 
Edoeatioo Bill ; and if Lord LiTerpool succeeded against Lord Eldon in 
some points on the Queen*s trial, I say that I totally defeated him on 
that odious Bill of Pains and Penalties. I might jnst as well call 
myself Prime Minister as Lord Liverpool. He has no more claim to 
the distinction than I have. He acts with me, and I with him ; and I 
call him 'my noble coadjutor,' and I trust we shaU enjoy a long course 
of 4X>-operation. I am sincerely glad of it; and, long at 1 have sat 
and fought on this side of the House, I never welcomed a recruit 
to our body with greater satisfaction. With such powerful assistanco, 
I should not wonder if we were to make head against our opponents, 
and in time turn out the Minister.** 

WTiile the Chancellor was thus thought by others to be 
Prime Minister or Dictator, he was himself labouring under 
the consciousness of diminished inflnence, and was actually 
afraid of being ejected from the Cabinet. He particularly 
dreaded the rising consec^uence of Canning. The following 
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letter from him to Lord Stowell shows that this affectionate 
brothisr had been tr^^ing to soothe his uneasiness* and had 
quoted to him the advice, **Ta ne cede malis, sed contra 
audentior ito/'— but that a masteily stroke (as he conceived 
it) of his chief enemy had almost dnven him into despair 

"The appointment of Lord Francis Conyngham in the Foreign Office, 
has, by female infltteDoe, pat Ganning beyoiui the Teach of any thing to 
affect him, and will assuredly enable him to torn those out whom he 
does not wish to remain in. The King is in such thraldom that one 
has nobody to fall back upon. The person that has got • ♦ ♦ after 
having in conversations, I believe, uttered nothing that was kind about 
Canning, was one of his voters for his cabinet ofiSoe. The devU of it is, 
there is no consistency in any body. Again, upon * ne cede malis,* it is 
better to out than to be turned oat 1 ! which will asaaradly be the case, 
(iod bless you I ** 

It should be stated, however, to Lord Eldon's credit, that, 
eager as he had ever been for carrying on the htte war till 
Napoleon was laid low, he now entirely approved of Mr. 

Canniiig'H pacific policy upon the foolish invasion of Spain by 
a French anny, about the present tiiuo. When this measure 
was threatened, and many exclaimed tliat England should 
send an oj)posin<; army to the Peninsula, the worthy old peer 
thus sensibly addressed his grandson : — 

"I have nothing!; new to tell you. France and Spain arc so f<X)lish as 
to go to war with each other, and probably they may both sorely repent 
it before it concludes. I hone old England wiU have the good sense to 
know the value of peace and qniet, and not saffer its repose to he die* 
turhed. Dr. Johnson, in a pamphlet written many j^ars ago, says, 
that men fora^et the actual miseries of war — tlie exijenditure of blood 
and treasure — and delude themselves by supposing that it consists 
wholly in a ' proclamation, a battle, a victory, and a triumph/ Of the 
soldiers* widows and the soldiers' orphans, after tiie fathers and husbands 
have fallen in the field of battle^ the survivors tlUnk not,**" 

When ParliameBt met in 1h» begiimiiig of FebmaTy, 1824^ 
AJ> 1824. seemed to he a d^^^eroua storm rising against 
^* the Lord Ghancellor. mth little blame personally 
impatable to him, beyond not providing a legislative remedy 
for the evils daily before his eyes, the state of business in the 
Clonrt of Chancery was still most deplorable, and there really 
was a denial of justice to the suitors there. This grievance af- 
forded a plausible groimd of attack to the political opponents 
of the GoYermnent, who were particularly pleaded with an op- 
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portunity of woundiiig the man who had bo zealously and so 
successfully thwarted aU their efforts to return to power. 
The effect of the annual motion against him in the House 
dsi Commons had been oonsideiably impaixed by the ridionle 
attached to the charaoter of the mover, Mr. Michael Angelo 
Taylor, who was known by the sobriquet of •* Chicken Taylor," ' 
and of whose pomposity many laughable stories were fioni- 
liar to his hearers." But a notice of moving for a committee 
to inquire into the delays of the Court of Chancery was now 
given by Mr. John Williams,' a lawyer of eminence on the 
Northern Circuit, who had distinguished himself as one of 
the Counsel for Queen Caroline, and as author of several 
excellent articles in the Edinburgh Review on the eloquence 
of Demosthenes. 

Lord Eldon did not like to intrust his defence against this 
Ibnnidable antagonist to Mr. Canning, the leader of the 
House of Commons, bnt applied to one whose sentiments he 
considered more congenial to his own, and whose rise he had 
patronised. In a letter to Mr. Secretary Peel, after observa- 
tions respecting the Kecorder's report, he said, I hope you 
will be so good as take some care of the Court of Chancery 
in the House of Commons. It is not possible to go on in my 
office, the object of constant attack, — which will never cease 
till the present Chancellor is removed. It is a nuisance, 
therefore, to the Administration."^ 

Forthwith he receiTed the IbUowing kind answer 

« Mt dsab CuAHOBUUtt, Tehru^ 10th, 1824. 

'* I shall be most happ7 to conftr with yon on the motions respeoting 

the Court of Chancery. 

•*Everj' consideration, arising out of my sincere esteem for yon, and 
my knowledge of tiie motives of those who attack you, would induce 

® On some point of law which aroee in the tryon.and I can testify that he gave thr Ix^t 
HoDM of CominoD», Mr. Taylor had aDSwercd dinnen of any man in London. One of tbese 
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uie zealously, at least, to co-operate with more able and competent 
defenders in iwisting thiese attacks. 

Dei^eod upon it, my dear Chancellor, they can make no impreinon. 

Men ask themselves who is the ablest and the honestest man who ever 
presided in the Court of Chancery, ami the decisive answer to that 
question, if it does not silence malignity and political hoitility, at least 
disarms thsm of the power to lob yon of your hwdly««8nied and justly- 
acquired honours. 

'* Believe me, 
With sincere attachment and regaid. 
Most £uthfully yours, 

"ROBSET FfeBL." 

On the day before tiie motion was to be made, a long con- 
saltation was held on behalf of the Ghsnoellor,— as we know 

from the following good-humonred note to his daughter, 
showing that his equanimity was undisturbed, and exciting 
an interest in his &voar. 

« Monday (Februaiy 2did, 1824). 

•* Sir Thomas Lawrence has had two hours of my company, and Mr. 
Peel and four lawj'ers two more : the former, to make my face look as 
well on canvas as might be ; the latter to bt) enabled to make me look 
as weU as mi^ht be in the deibate on Chancery to-morrow night, which 
will beoanied on with great acrimony ou one side, snd^ I £ink, with 
much zeal on the othor.*' 

Mr. Williams certainly did lead on a merciless - onslaught, 
bat was defeated by the dezteri^ of Mr. Peel, who, affecting 
a conyenient ignorance of detaus, — only to be nnderstood 
by a professional lawyer,"— dwelt npon the profonnd learn- 
ing, unsullied integrity, and earnest desire to do justice, 
which distingui.shed this Tenerable magistrate, — and inti- 
mated that, for the purpose of thoroughly investigating the 
subject, a commission was forthwith to he issued by the 
Crown, upon wliicli some Chancery practitioners not in Par- 
liament might be placed, and which would be much better 
qualified to sift the evils of the present system, and to 
suggest the proper remedies, than a committee of the House 
of Commons. After speeches fimn Mr. Abercromby and 
Mr. Brongham, admitting the persGnal good qualities of the 
Ghanoellor, bnt pointing out the enormous grieTsnoes whioh 
bad accumulated under him,— by their advice Mr. Williams 
withdrew his motion, in the hope that some good would arise 
out of the promised commission.' 

/ 10 BiuiawA. St8-43t« 
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Next morning, while not yet cpite correctly informed of 
wbat bad passed, tlie Ohanoellor wrote to his daughter : — 

" Wednesday (February 25th, 1824). 

*'Mr. Williams made his attack last ni^jht, as savage as the Dey of 
Algiers, with whom we are gone to war. He told a great many • • • • 
which disaatisfied attorneys had thrown into his moutb, and a gieat 
many things which neither I, nor any person interested about me, ever 
beard of before, mentioning, however, some things which, in the lazy 
moments of twenty-two years, appeared like (and, perhaps, really con- 
stituted) negligence on my part, which, however, could not much affect 
or sully the tenour and character of a long indnstrious life. He then 
aliased all the Masters of the Court, and, indeed, every body belonging 
to the Court ; aud then moved for a committee to inquire into the mis- 
deeds and misdoings of all of us. 

" In June last, 1 had communicated to the House of Lords my pur- 
pose of having — ^not a Committee of Inquiry and Vengeance, but— a 
oommission to inquire whether any and what improrements could he 
made for the future in the practice of the Court of Chancery, or any part 
of it, and whether the Chancellor could be relieved of any part of his 
business by sending such parts to other Courts. At my instance, there- 
fore, Mr. Peel, in a most admirable speech, moved for such a commitision, 
as a graat merit on my part in aiming at improvement, instead of this 
Committee of Vengeance ; and this thrc w Mr. Williams, &c. upon their 
backs, and they did not venture to diviiie. So for the present thin 
tiorm is over, and matters will be tolerable tiU the next begins to rage,** 

On a subsequent day ' he wrote to her : I hare reason 
to think that the debate in the Commons has done me rniich 

good. Peers speech was, I understand, most eloquent, and, 
towards me, expressive of regard amounting to affection :— 
Lord Stowell canio out of the House of Commons in tears, — 
he was so affected by it. The speech did much good, — by 
informing the House that the Chancellor's income was hardly 
more than a third of what nine-tenths of the members thought 
it was — ^by informing them how mnbh I had paid out of my 
own pockot to saye tiie paUio. The newspapers, too, had 
charged me with hearing Innatio and hankmpt petitions 
rather than other matters, in order to get money. He let 
the House of Commons know that I had, for twenty-two 
years, administered all matters in lunacy without receiving 
one farthing ; and as to petitions in bankruptcy, 125. Gd. was 
all that was paid for a petition, which sometimes occupied 
four, five, six, seven, eight, or even ten days.* In short, he 
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aet me up, in the public opinkm, a^punst what I hold in otter 
detestatioii, being in fl i iBnced by sordid motiveB and feeJinn; 

and 00 do I detest such meanness, that being set right in thia 
view of my character will render me happier than I have 
been as lon<!; as I live.'* ♦ • • ** Saturday, 28. Peel tells me that 
the people ho lives with most are quite astonished to find 
tlie Chancellor's income so very far short of what they had 
always believed it to be ; and he will have it, that the late 
House of (Jominons business has been a most fortunate thing 
lor yoar father. How that may he I cannot be sure ; but X 
am sure that he could not liaye taken more pains about it if 
I bad been his &tlier. I still regret, however, that there 
was no division, notwithstanding that before they could have 
got to a division there must have been an immense quantity 
of foul abuse. There are thoughts of publishing, in a small 
pamphlet, conti*adictions to Williams's and Aborcromby's mis- 
representations. I was surprised at the language of the latter. 
Upon his father's fall in Egypt, I sent him a commissioner- 
ship of bankrupts, which he keeps to this hour. He might, 
therefore, have been commonly civil, if not just.'* 

The "next storm was to rage" after a very short lulL 
Lord Eldon had been much irritated having been tmly 
told, that, on Mr. Peel's announcing the mtended commission^ 
Mr. Abercromhy had said their opponents had capitulated 
at the opening of the campaign ; " and it so happened that on 
this very Saturday, while he was sitting on the bench in 
Lincoln's Inn Tlall, a newspaper was put into his hand, con- 
taining an inaccurate account of Mr. Abercromby's speech, in 
which the learned gentleman was represented to have averred 
that the Chancellor had been in the habit of deciding appeals 
and re-hearings from Sir John Leach, the Vice-Chancellor, 
091 fre^ emdenoe* He thereupon very imprudently and un- 
wairantably burst out with the following invective : WilJi 
respect to appeals and re-hearings, it is supposed that I have 
heiud them on new evidence, and thereby brought discredit on 
some part of the Court. It is an trrrKR FALscnooD I On re- 
hearings it is alwi^ competent to read the evidence given in the 

nook potently believe that the charge against davits " tar and against It mff^t amonnt .to 
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cauM, thongli it was not read in ih0 Court below, either by 
the ooQiiBd or the Judge. FuriihiBr than that the Court does 

not go. On appeals it only reads what has been read in the 
Court bdmoj and that practice I have never departed from in 
any one instance. Therefore, really, before thinga are fio 

represented, particnlarly by gentlemen with gowns on their 
backs, they should at least take care to be accurate, for it is 
their business to be so." 

Mr. Abercromby, who was known by all present to be 
aimed at, happened at that moment to be attending the Court 
of Exchequer in Gra3r'B Inn HaQ, but was aoon uifoniied by 
his friends of what bad happened in Linooln's Inn HalL 
Therenpon, with the firmness, decision, and high senae of 
honour which have ever distinguished him, he instantly re- 
solved to bring the matter before the House of Commons as a 
breach of privilege, although not unaware of the injury likely 
to bo done to his own professional prospects by such a fracas 
with the Lord High Chancellor, — and he called on IVIaster 
Courtenay, now the Earl of Devon, requesting him to com- 
municate the intended motion to his Lordsiiip, that he might 
be prepared to meet it by his friends. Next day he wrote the 
following letter, fiolly explaining his purpose — ^tliat it might 
be shown to the Chancellor : — 

''New Street* Sunday night 

'*MT dear CoUBTEKATy 

''The interval which has elapsed since I commimlcated with yoa 

yesterday at your office, has only tended to confirm my conviction ttiat 
a due sense of what I owe to myself and to the profession to which I 
bt^long, imposes on me the necessity of complaining in Parliament of 
what the Lord Chancellor ttid on the bench in Lincoln's Inn Hall on 
Saturday. I must therefore entreat you to have the goodness to mention 
to the Lord Chancellor that such is my fixed determination ; and this I do 
in order that he may ap])ly to you or to any other person to report to him 
faithfully what I shall feel it to he my duty to state. I am very happy 
tibat I applied to you as early as I did, because it will enable you to 
atate that the leBmntion I have taken is the resolt of the eenae 1 have 
of the injustice that has been done, and of the duty which is imposed 
upon me of vindicating my cbaiacter from the stain that has been 
attempted to be fixed upon it. 

" 1 do assure you, upon my honour, that I have not consulted any 
man living upon the fitneaa or nnfitneaB of defending my own reputation, 
although it is true tiiat I have ooosulted otheia as to ue parliianentary 
course of proceedinrr in such a case. 

"I find myself in a situation which cannot fail to he distressing to 
any ^x^rsou who ha& an interest in hia profession, however small j but I 
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think that the principles which ought to govern my oonduct are plain, 
and hy them I shall be guided. 1 shall oertainly feel that I must 
express myself strongly ; but my best defence for that will be found in 
the torins that have been applied to me. If, in the execution of the 
commission you have so kindly undertaken, you think that it will afl'ord 
you any facility to show or read this letter to the Lord Chancellor, you 
may do ao^ for I have nothing to oonceal, as I think I shall be able to 
ihow ^t I have nothing to fear, 

" Youn ever truly, &c 

"J. Abbbcbombt." 

Lord Eldon thought, that to offer any apolo(>;}' then might 
be construed into timidity, and the motion was made, 
Mr. Abercromby thus began : — 

** Sir, a sense of the duty I owe to myself as an individual, a sense of 
the duty I owe to the House of Commons as one of its members, and a 
sense of the duty I owe to the profession of which I have the honour to 
be a member, concur to impose upon me the task of complaining to this 
House of one of the most gross and unwarrantable attacks that was ever 
made on the freedom of debate — ma<le from the seat of public justice, 
by the Lord Hiizh Chancellor of Great Britain." After detailinii; what 
he himself had actually said in the debate, what Lord Eldon had im- 
puted to him, and the other facts of the case, he proceeded : — ^*'Lord 
teldon says, that with resi^ect to appeals and re-hearings, he does not 
hear them on new evidence. Not appeals from decrees, and further 
directions, certainly. I never said that he did. Quite the contrary. I 
put them in distinct contrast to motions, which I again declare the 
Lord Chancellor frequently hears on fresh evidence, I think, therefore^ 
Sir, that the House will agree with me, that Lord Eldon, at the very 
moment when he says 1 have been gnilty of *an utter falsehood,* puts 
into my mouth not only what I did not say, but the very reverse of 
what I did say. [Hear, hear / j The noble and learned lord altogether 
abstains fi»m noticing my disthiotions, and confounds that which I 
stated on the subject of motions with that which I stated on the subject 
of decrees. Lord Eldon has, therefore, falsely put into my mouth what I 
did not utter ; and has declared, that in what I felt it to be ray duty to 
state, in my place in Parliament, 1 imposed on the public. 1'hese, Sir, 
are the facts. But are there no aggravations of them ? I ask when it 
was, and where it was, that Lord Eldon uttered this foul calumny 
•gainst me? Was I present? Had I any notice of the noble and 
learned lord's intention? Before whom did he utter the calumny? 
Before persons whose unfavourable opinion, if 1 had no means but what 
I derive from my profession, must eflect my entire niin. [Z/ear, hear!} 
In what form did this calumny go forth to the people of England ? In 
that of a report made by a reporter in a court of justioe^ attending on 
behalf of the public, who took down the words as soon as they were 
uttered, and sent them to an office where they were printed before the 
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ink with which they were written was dry. Such was the place, such 
was the occasion, such were the means, by which the Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England sought to vilify an individual, one of the humblest 
members ofnis own Court If^ Bir, I had dianoed to be in the Court 
at the time, what might have happened? I hope, and I believe, I 
\ should have been able to control niy feelings. If, however, I had not 
\done 80, it would have been in the power of the noble and learned lord 
to silence me. If 1 had persisted in addressing him, he might have 
eommilted me to the Fleet. If the noble and learned lord haa8to|iped 
me, would it not have been an aot of the grossest injustice and m- 
deoenc}', after having calumniated a member of his own profession and 
of his own Court, by doing what he could to induce the public to 
believe that that individual had been guilty of ' an utter falsehood,' to 

S [event him from replying to so monstrous and injurious an accusation? 
ut if Lord Eldon had thought fit— as he could not have abstained £rom 
doing without the grossest injustice — to allow me to reply upon him, 
what a Ri)ectacle it would have been, to have seen the Lord Chancellor 
of England engaged in a controversy with one of the humblest prac- 
titioners in his own Court, respecting words used in the House of Com- 
mons ! Lord Eldon thought fit to impute to me, that I did not use due 
caution before I made those statements which he attributed to me. In 
which case was the defect of caution most signal ? In the case of myself, 
Sir, who was speaking in the presence of honourable and learned 
gientlemen, every way my superion), especially in tiie knowledge of the 
practice of the Court of Chancery, who, if I had been guilly of any mis- 
representation, would have instantly detected and refuted it to my utter 
confusion and shame, — or in the ciBe of Lord Eldon, who, invested with 
all the power, and patronage, and authority of the office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, presumed, on tiie seat of justice, to take advantage of a fsAsB 
lepresentation of the words of an humble individual, to pronoimce upon 
him, without inquiry, the sort of censure best calculated to destroy his 
fame, and at a time when no one had the means of interfering to avert 
the efiect of that most unjust censure ? [Hear, hear i j We have heard 
a great deal. Sir, of the delicacy of Lord £ldon, of his anxious desire of 
Justice, of that amiable weakness of mind, too sensitive to the fear of 
jKissible wrong to others, and too cautious to decide lest he should decide 
erroneonsly. If this had been a case in which the right of private 
parties had been concerned, there would have been, no doubt, argument 
after argument, afOdavit and supplemental affidavit, months and years 
would have passed, and the * too sensitive ' mind of Lord Eldon would 
hare abstained from settling those claims which it is his duty to decide 
on. But what. Sir, was his mode of proceeding, when there was an 
occasion to pronounce from the seat of justice an anathema founded on a 
false statement of facts, to destroy the ofaaiacter of an individual whom 
he supi>)sed to have censured hixnsdf ? Then, indeed, to the just mind 
of the just Lord Eldon, there seemed no room for caution — no time for 
inquiry. [Hear, hear /] He at once proceeded to decide, to pronounce, 
and to execute his sentence, from whom, I should be glad to know, 
YOL. X. X 
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did Lord Bldon receive his information From what legitimate source 
did be derive it ? The Attomen^ and Solicitor-Geueral were present in the 
Houee : neither of them could have given the learned lord ue statement 
whidi he dared to attribute to me. My lionourable and learned friend 
the member for Exeter (Mr. Courtenay), and my honourable and learned 
friend whom I saw just now in tlie House, tiie member for I'ewkesbury 
(Mr. Dowdeswell), were also present during my speech ; and if the Lord 
Chancellor had chosen to resort to them for information as to what had 
passed in these walls, he would have learned how unlike what I uttered 
was that which he attributed to me. [Hear, heart ] But now, Sir, let 
me ask, what authority, what right, has the Ijord Chancellor of England, 
or any other Judge, to undertake to comment, on the judgment-seat, on 
(he debates of this House ? Where does Lord Mdon, who is so caations, 
find a precedent for this ? How can he say he is not guilty of a gross 
breach of the privileges of this House? It is not a formal, but a sub- 
stantial, breach of privilege, — a direct attack on the security and free- 
dom of debate, which is the only legitimate object of privilege. What 
is the situation of any member of this House, if the Lord Ghaucellor, or 
Lord Chief Justice of the King*s Bench, may presume to put false state- 
ments into his mouth, and send him forth a disirraced. and, as far as the 
authority of the judgment-scat can go, a ruined individual? IW what 
tenure shall we then hold the freedom of debate, but at the will and 
eaprioe of any Lord Ghamsellor and any Chief Justice ? If this condition 
be intolerable to all the memben of the House, how much more fatal 
must it \xi to those members who also belong to the i>roression of the 
law, if they are subject, for what they say in this House, to be de- 
nounced by the Lord (Jhancellor from the bench — if any of tlie Judges, 
when anything is uttered in the House which touches their feelings* nrs 
to denounce in the Court where he practises a man wbo exists only by 
his honest exertions in liis profession, ui;d to destroy, in a moment, by a 
false statement, his character, not only as a professional man, but as a 
gentleman and a man of honour? [//ear, hear!] if the House do not 
protect its members from this tyranny and despotism (for what can be 
greater tyranny and despotism I cannot conceive), — nay, if it do not 
secure itself against all control of this kind, — if Lord Ridon be allowed 
to extinguish any menilK>r of this House, by uttcrin<j: things of him from 
the judgment-seat,— of what avail is the freedom of debate — particularly 
to any man who shall at once be a member of the House and of the pro- 
fession of the law ? If the House shall think the facte that 1 have stated 
to bc! clearly proved (and 1 will adduce evidence to put them out of 
doubt), it must 1 e incundx-nt on it to take decided and vigorous steps to 
secure its own privileges, to vindicate the freedom of debate, and to put 
on a secure footing the independence, the spirit, and the uaeftilness of 
Parliament. If, on the other hand, the House pass by this gross viola- 
tion of its privile^jes without interfering, how, I ask, can w^e expect that 
there shall remain any vestige of inde|»endence, public spirit, or useful- 
ness in this House? If my api)enl be neglected, what wrong can be 
cfierod to a member of this House against which he can think there is 
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any hope in calling on the House for protection ? The result will bo to 
lay the Bar of England prostrate at the feet of Lord Eldon. The con- 
duct of Lord Eldon, which I shall substantiate, is a gross attack on the 
freedom of debate; for if I bad uttered a thousand falsehoods in thii 

House, the Lord Chancellor has no right to animadvert on them on the 

judgment-seat. It is on this ground that I offer the conduct of the 
Lord Ciiariccllor to the notice of the House; and if the House he pre- 
pared to pass it by, let it say distinctly that there shall be no longer 
freedom of debate. 

The feelings of all present were much roused by this 
appeal, and party was nearly forgotten in the general excite- 
ment — so that Mr. Canning had a difficult task to perform 
when he rose to put a negative on the motion. But he very 
BkiUdlly explained, and mitigated, and soothed, without at all 
compromising the honour or dignity of the party accused : — 

" We have not here," he said, " a great officer of the Crown attempt- 
ing to intimidate a member of the House of Commons — but an individual, 
feeling, perhaps too sensibly, for his character, after a public life of great, 
and spotless, and irreproachable merit, and of whom it may be said that 
he wears his heart upon his sleeve ' for daws to at,' and dreads too 
much every trifling attack, as striking at the vitals of his reputation. It 
is a fault to be so sensitive — ^it is a fault in a public man — but it will be 
hard on public men that it should be so severely visited as the honour- 
able and learned gentleman proposes; for £ am sure that the course he 
points out can lead us to little less than an accusation of the most .serious 
kind. I certainly wish that a difl'erent course had been taken by the 
noble and learned lord, and that in the time that elapsed between the 
debate in this House and the end of the week he had recarred to other 
testimony, which might have set him right as to the words actually 
uttered by the honourahle and learned gentleman. [Ilear^ hear I from 
the Opposition.] 'I'hat it is to be refrrctted that the noble and learned 
lord neglected this i^recaution, I admit ; but that he could treasure up 
the mis-statement to take an opportunity of wreaking his vengeance on 
an intlividual, is what no man would believe of another, and what any 
one who knows the character of the noble and learned lord will not 
dream of attributing to him." 

The motion was finally rejected by a majority of 151 to 
102.'* "Jjoid Eldon's sufferings on that memorable night 
finmed a sufficient atonement for his precipitation. During 
an eager and protracted debate he was seen hovering about 
the lobbies in a state of the most anxious suspense. On the 
explanation of Mr. Abcrcromby, however, and the failure of 
his motion, the Chancellor resumed his wonted eq^uauimily 
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and good humoTir, the sudden departure from wliicli had 
startled the public like a flash of sheet -lightning on a calm 
summer's day." * — I am h.'i]ipy in being able to lay before the 
public for the first time a letter which he wrote to Mr. Aber- 
cromby next morning, and which redounds highly to his 
honour : — 

" My dear Sir, " Tuesday rooming. 

"^Yhcn Mr, Courtenay communicated to me the substance of your 
letter to him, I expressed then what I wish to state to you now. I 
could nut authorise him to represent at that time what 1 did then so 
express, beoanae I thought it m not become me to prevent that step 
bemg taken which I nnderstood it to be your purpose to adopt. At 

{)re8ent, I shall relieve my own feelinszs by assuring you that I have too 
ong kno"\\Ti the respect which is justly due to you, to forbear represent- 
ing that I regret, that, among the words which fell from me, I should 
have used an ezpiessiony whidi, if applied to you, I on^^t to retract^ as 
inconsistent ivitn all the feeUngs towaids you with whidi I am, 

'<Dett'8ir» 

" Yooxs tmly, 

The following is Mr, Abercromby'e answer : — 

" My Lord, ** New Street, Tuesday evening. 

" I hasten to acknowledfic the receipt of your letter, which i found 
on returning home this afternoon. I appreciate as I ou^'ht the motives 
which induced you to delay writiug to me until tliis morning ; 1 can 
derive nothing tmt pleasnie and atmsfaction fiom the sentiments you 
have been pleased to express, and I assure you that my ^jersonal feel- 
ings shall always remain as untainted by any recollectioil of the words 
to which you allude, as if they had never lx;en used. 

" I have the honour to be, 
** Mv Lord, 
** Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

"J, Abebcbomby," 

* flT0wiiMnd*sTw«lv» Judges, 440. The tiie bendi wltti lUidKwd. Bronc bMii tpolM 

feeling of the usual supporters of Govern- admirably, and Abercromby excellently ; ln« 

ment aeems to have been strong against the deed, Scarlett also, and all the lawyers, did 

dmxUor on this oocMion— and there most well. Oumfng spoke admirably in mitlga« 

have been a difficulty to prevail upon them tion, and Peel defended as well aa could be, 

to vote for him. Mr. Wilberforoe in his bat the case was too strong to be put by 

DUkiy ghrea m the fbllowing interestfa^ without an authorised apology. So, though 

Aietch of the scene :— I lontjed to go aw;\y, I shiid and voted, 103 

<* March 1, 1824. Abercromby came for- to 150. I seldom recoUect^certainly not for 

waid wifli ft cue of braedi of privitaee B Mpy j eeie— wrilf ring eo mndi pain."— xy< 

■girijut the Gbaaotllor for dnrffei^ htm on <f¥fUbeifone, t. 814. 
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The writer of this letter, who has^ since filled the chair of 
the HoiLse of Commons with distinguished ability, and now, • 
as Lord Uunfeimline, enjoys the universal respect of his coun- 
trymen, in kindly commuQicating to me the above corre- 
spondenoe, oonoladee with the ^ratifying statemeiLt— " In all 
my sabseqnent mteroonxBe wiSi Lord Eldon, I peroeiyed 
neither any imusnal oonatraint in his manner, nor any figdlnre 
of courtesy." 

Lord King, not knowing how this matter had been aooom* 
modated, attempted to taimt the Chancellor into some indis- 
cretion by say in or, in the course of a discussion on the manner 
of hearing appeals in the House of Lords, "The noble and 
learned lord is a very great friend to the ( 'hurch ; but what 
would he say to a rector who, wishing to be relieved from the 
burden of his olerioal duties, should get a ourate to perform 
them for him, and, instead of paying the curate out of his own 
emoluments, should leave .hun to be paid by the parish? 
What would be thou^t of a bishop who should declare fix»m 
the pulpit that a person whom he disliked had stated an utter 
falsehood ? What would the noble and learned lord think of 
the right reverend dignitary w^ho should thus express liimself 
respecting the character of another, in a place where what he 
said could not be answered ? I am sure the noble and learned 
lord would be the last man in the world to give his approba- 
tion to such conduct." ^ The noble and learned lord, however, 
Tery prudently remained silent. 

I wish, for his fiur &me, that he had observed the same 
course when the Dissenters* Marriage Bill was. debated, as 
the sentiments he then uttered expose him to the charge of 
bigotry, intolerance, and an entire ignorance, or disregard, ol 
the best interests of the Established Church and of true 
religion. 

The object of this measure, which the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and several other pious prelates supported, and which 
has since, with more extensive enactments, been carried 
almost unanimously, was to enable those who objected to be 
married according to the rites of the Church of England to be 
married by their own pastors, in their own places of religions 
worship, lawfully licensed. But, after it had been ably sup- 
ported by the Primate, the Chancellor declared that, " not- 
withstanding his sincere respect for the Most Reverend Pre- 
late, he co^d not concur with him on this occasion. The 

r ioiiaiii»d,i4i. 



Digitized by Google 



64 



LOBD ELDON, 



Ceap.CCVI 



bill contained principles which were not consiHtent with the 
protection of the EstabliBhed Church. On account of the Bis- 
sefnters themselyee he should oppose it, as there could not be 
enlightened toleration without the Established Church« It 
was said that the persons oalling themselves * Unitarians * had 
real scruples of conscience on the doctrine of the Trinity. So 
had Deists, Atheists, and others. K ho understood the doc- 
trines of the Churcli of Kngland at all, it was impossible that 
there could he a rrieater repngiiance hetween any doctrines 
than there was between tlie doctrine of tlie Church of England 
and that of the Unitarians. The Unitarians must tliink the 
Church of England idolatry. What, therefore, would be the 
sort of comprehension that it would effect? Their lordships 
might pass the bill, but he had discharged his duty in giving 
his opinion on it ; and he thought a worse bill had never been 
submitted to Parliament." — He succeeded in throwing it out 
by a majority of 105 to 66.' 

The ascendency he now enjoyed in the House of Ijords was 
strikingly illustrated by his successful opposition to the next 
liberal measure brought forward there, although it was sup- 
ported by the Prime Minister, This was a bill which the 
Marquess of Lansdowne introduced merely to give to Ro- 
man Catholics in England the right of voting for Members 
of Parliament, — which Boman Catholics had enjoyed in 
Ireland since the vear 1793. The Lord Chancellor, how- 
ever, represented iids concession as highly dangerous to the 
Protestant Establishment, and confirmed his opinion by an 
historical statement of the struggles between the two reli- 
gions from the reign of Henry VIII. downwards. He said, 
*' If they gave to the Catholics of England a portion of the 
privileges conceded to the Irish Catholics, they must go on 
and give them all the other privileges which tlie Irish 
Catholics possessed, and he saw no reason why more mischief 
should be done now because there had been some mischief 
done before. For the last twenty years there had been ixH 
oessant attempts to take the Church of England by storm ; 
these shocks it had withstood : let it not now be destroyed by 
sapping and mining." 

Lord Liverpool said, " he did not yield to his noble and 
learned friend on the woolsack in his zeal to maintain the 
Protestant Establishment, or the principle of the supremacy 
of the Crown ; but, although he still maintained the necessity 

s llHHliniXl,t8-438. 
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of having a Frotestant Parliament, he saw no danger from 
the present measure ; nay, be believed that the granting of 
such privileges to the CatboUcB of England would strengthen 
the Proteetant EstabUshment*— as aoanse of discontent would 
thus be removed, as a reproach perpetually thrown in their 
teeth would be taken away, and as by tliese safe concessions 
strenj^th would bo obtained to resist dangerous encroachments/* 
However, upon a division, the bill was rejected by a ma- 
jority of 139 to 101. • 

Lord Eldon's speech on this oocasion called forth from advo- 
eates of Boman Oatiholio claims some very free remarks. To 
these (which had not been accurately reported to him) he thus 
indignantly refers in the ** Anecdote Book : '* — " In the House 
of Commons Mr. Canning or Mr. Plunket, or both, thought 
proper to treat this as a sort of speech which an almancK^ maka\ 
reciting past events, 'might make ; and whic h, therefore, might 
deseivo no answer. And Canning;, I think, called it a * petti- 
fogger's speech,* as he thought all lawyers' speeches were." 
After some remarks, proceeding from an entire misconception 
of the beautiful allusion to an oW almanack which had really 
been made,** he proceeds : Ae to Mr. Oaiming's * pettifogging 
lawyers,' I shotild have treated that, if the terms had been ap- 
plied to me in my presence, witii the scorn and contempt 
which insolence merits. PoliticianB are fond of representing 
lawyers as most ignorant pcditioians : they are pleased, how- 
ever, to represent politicians as not being ignorant lawyers, 
which they most undoubtedly generally are— and this was never 
more clearly demonstrated Xhsm by Mr. Canning's speeches on 
the Koman Catholic question." • 

I am quite at a loss to account for Lord Eldon's conduct 
with respect to the next measure which was brought forward, 
and it famishes almost the only instance in which his con- 
Bistenoy can he questioned during his long and eveniM life. 

• 11 Hansard, 81?— 842. In a letter which he wrote soon after to 

b Mr. Plunket, instead of calling Lord bia daughter. Lady Frances, he says—" Pugi« 

Btdon an ^'almaiiack maker," had, wltboot llsta, j«m wdl read fn the papers, when they 

even referring to him, uttered one of the have got a great advantage over their adver- 

pointedsaylngi which will moke him for ever saries, say they have * pat them into Chan« 

ranemhered. After showing bow govern- aery.' I conM have jnt Oaanlng; as to aome 

ments Bhould watch and direct the cbanges of of his points, into Chancery, if I had had a 

poUic seotiRient, he observed, " If this were tet-to with him. But brother Miniatera in 

not the sptrie whldi antmated them, phlki- the House of Oommons dont seem to Uks 

Bophy would be impertinent, nnd History no hitting hard against each other, jind yet 

better tkam ou> almanack.''— 7 Man- nothing but determination will do in ^ co» 

iartf.a08. tMtcCtliisUiii.'' 
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In the late debate lie not only had genexall j warned the Hoofld 
against any conc-esHions to the Roman GotholioB, however 
Bmall, but he had specifically expressed a strong opinion 
against allowing the Duke of Norfolk, a Eoman Catbolic, at 
the bead of the Engliah peerage, to exercise his hereditaiy 
office of Karl Marshal, without taking the oath of supremac^y 
and making the declaration against transubstantiation, — stating 
his objection to be, that '* if their lordships were to go step by 
step, taking a little here and taking a little there, they would 
be doing gradually "what fhey oomd not have done at once, 
and creating danger without the salutary alann which should 
precede it." * Yet within a little month he actually sanctioned 
a bill introduced by Lord Holland for this express purpose. 
When tlie second reading was moved, although he could 
instantly have thrown it out without the smallest difficulty, 
he contented himself with mildly suggesting that it should be 
postponed to a future session, in consequence of which only 10 
voted against it, — and the third reading he allowed to ptiss 
withouL any show of opposition. This naturally alanned his 
" young master," who had never once been consulted upon 
ilie subject, and who seems, from the fl^owing very stem 
note, in which nothing is to be £>und about ** Uver and crow," 
really to have thought that the worthy old Chancellor had 
all a sudden foigotten his duty both to the altar and the 
throne: — 

" Carlton House, June 23rd, 1824. 

" The King desires to apprise tlie Lord Chancellor that the King has 
learned, through the evidence ot" the newspapers, what has been pasfiing 
in Parliament relative to the office of Earl Marshal oi England. 

^ The King cannot suppose that the Lord Chancellor of England can 
approve of the King's dispensing with the usual oaths attached to that 
or any other high office ; but if the King should he mistaken in this 
8uprx)sition, the King desires that the Lord Chancellor will state his 
reasons in writing, why the King should be exjxicted to give his con- 
sent to such an unusaal and unprecedented measure. 

The Lord Chancellor, by what means we do not know, con- 
trived to satisfy both himself and the King, that in this in- 
stanoe a Boman Gatholio might exeroiee a high office vithoui 
dan^r to the Church ; for the bill, having passed both Housee, 
reoeived the royal assent,' and he moreover took an opportn- 
nily expressly to declare his good opinion of it when Lord 

4 11 Hinaard, 83S. • S a«oi8» rV. c 101. 
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HoUantd bronglit before the Hoiue the very intemperate teima 
m which the Duke of Newcastle and the Earl of Abingdon had 
entered a protest against it. He said, — *' that if t^ Honse 
was supposed to have acted hastily in paBsing the act, the only, 
course now was to bring in a bill to repeal it. He was £ur, 
however, from insinuating that such a course would be proper 
in the present case ; his opinion was decidedly otherwise." He 
then made a most important statement, which I am most 
anxious that all true friends of the Church should bear in 
remembrance : " With respect to the Oath of Allegiance to be 
taken by the Earl Marshal, I must say as a lawyer, that it con- 
tains in it every thing included in the Oath of Supremacy, and 
that the Oafh of Supremacy was, in &ct, added as an explana- 
tion of the Oaih of AUegiance^ or, as Lord Hale has expressed 
it, *WB8 passed to unravel the en-ors that had crept in.*"* 



retuiTi to the Oath of Allegiance as all-sufficient to testify the 
duties of a good subject, and that such idle, 1 had ahnost said 
irreligious, oaths as abjuring the descendants of James 11., who 
have been extinct ever since the death of the Cardinal of York, 
in the year 1807, and all declarations distinguishing between 
relmouB persuasions as a qualification Ibr civil offices, will be 
emtirely swept away ! ■ 

However, Lord Eldon soon recovered from this fit of libe- 
rality by an alarming proposal made to him by Mr. Secretary 
Peel, that aBoman Catholic nobleman should be placed in the 
oommission of the peace. The following was his answer : — 

"Upon inquiry I find there are very few Catholics in the existing 
commissions. My inquiries into that are not finished, but tlierc is a 
notion afloat that some of them have contrived to procure the capacity 
of acting without taking the oath of supremacy, and this is said of the 
Buke of Norfolk. I do not hear the same of any other of the R. Catholic 
nobility, who for compliment are put into some of the commissions, but 
don't act. But, if they can acquire an acting: capacity a\ ithont taking 
the oath of supremacy, and trust to the annual Indemnity Bill, all is 
over ; for if this can be done with justices of the peace, then in the case 
of every magistrate, where, though there Is constant iiaage, there is not 
an express kw reqniring that oath, and every person holding office, 
where there is no such express law requiring that oath to be taken 
before they act, the whole policy of England of supporting the King^s 
supremacy is gone, or may be gone,'*'* 

f 11 Hansard, 1992. J( ct by Loid Ljndhnnt^ and tsp Sinfl n A ^ 

■ T2ii» b Um advke given by the able him. 
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Being fmilier pressed, liowew, he yielded— in the hope that 
lus concession would be unmeaning ceremony 

** If Lord Pcmbix)ke recommeuds Lord Arundel to be placed in the 
oommission, 1 shAll not refuse to insert his name. I find the considerable 
Oatholicfl in Dorsetshire and Devonshire aie iu the commission, but, by 
resson of the Act of Sapremacv, have not qualified to act ; and the case 
may probably be the same with this nobleman if his name is inserted.** ^ 

in consequence of this anti-Gatibolic steadiness and zeal 
the Chancellor again basked in the sunshine of royal favour* 
Sending an account to his daughter of a grand dinner he had 
g^ven soon after to the Duke of York, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and other '* celebrities," he says, — The King sent 
me a message by the Duke of York that he would have dined 
with me if he had been asked. He should cei-tainly have 
been asked if I had been aware that he would have conde- 
scended to permit me to send him an invitation. I have not 
heard, however, of his dining out since the crown descended 
upon him. Perhaps it is better, great as the honour would 
have been, that I did not know that he would have conferred 
it; for as to these things, such a condescension would have 
excited a good deal of jealousy in some men's minds; for 
there are such feelings in the minds of some (notwithstanding 
all the prayers they oifer up to be delivered therefrom) as 
feelings of malice, hatred, envy, aiid nuoliMritableness ; and 
that, too, where there is no ground or excuse tor harbouring 
such feelings." 

Ilis Majesty's late ebullition against the Earl Marshal's bill 
must have inspired the highest oonfidence in his Protestant 
seal ; but in other respects the Chancellor still thought him 
unequal to his &ther. Giving an account of a review in Hyde 
Park on a very rainy day. Lord Eldon says to his daughter — 
" Our sovereign lord the King did not attend. No weather 
would have prevented George III. from being at the head of 
bis troops." Again : stating, soon after, how the Duke of York 
had been cheered at another review in Ifvde Park, he adds, 
— " My royal master was in Carlton House, i. e. within half a 
mile of this scene, but did not approach it. It is astonishing 
what is lost by this sort of dealing, and it is grievous that the 
popularity which might be so easily earned and acquired, at so 
small an expenditure of time and trouble, should not only not 
be secured, but a feeling of disgust and reproach be engeu- 
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dered towards a person with respect to whom a very different 
feeling most easily might and ought to be created." Nay, 
the wary Chancellor seems even to have had serious dou])ts as 
to his "young master's" sincerity, and to have anticipated 
tiiat a time mielit oome when he wonld prefer a " Keeper oi 
his oonsoienoe^ with no predilection for "Hver and orow," 
oar for " Protestant ascendency/' Thus he treats royal iAvilU 
ties : — " At about eleven Sir William Knighton called upon 
me— ordered, he said, ' to give me the King's affectionate 
regards and, if all Sir WiU^un said is truth, veiy affeotkmaU 
indeed they must bel"^ 



CHAPTEB COVIL 



CONTINUATION OF THE UFE OF LORD KLDON TILL IIE WAS DEPRIVED OF 

THE GKEAT SEAU 

Wfliar Parliament was about to assemble in the beginning of 
1825, considerable alarm was excited by the pro- Feb. a, 
ceedings of the Catholic Association in Ireland, "^6. 
which from oft-deferred hope had become very dangerous. The 
day before the opening of the session, the Chancellor wrote to 

k About this time the CTianccllor was But, with great deference, I deny this doc- 
obliged to behave veiy diacourteously to a trine, the law and constitution of Eog* 
lady claiming to be tiM legitimate danmbter tand a salt onnot be mafntahied against tlie 

Sovereign without the Suvenigu's expreas 
consent. That conaent cannot be properly 
withbrtd wbere there la any feasible gronnd 
of suit, but ought t(> be withheld where 
clearly and certainly no relief can be given. 
Tb6 AttflnK7*0enerat la anawerabto to Faiw 
Itament for the udvice he ofTers upon thia 
6u1:t|ect» as he would be reapecting the grant- 
ing of a writ of error or a mtte prouqut. 
There is no authority for the contrary dno* 
trine ; — it is not at all supported by t&e 
analogy of a writ med out by one anbject 
against another,— and in some instances, 
without the possibility of any advantage to 
Am pettllODer, it may lead to a grievona 
waateof public money and of public Ume. 



of the Duke of Cumberland, brother of 
Georgt^ III., and styling herself the Princes* 
Olivia uf Cumberland, She at Utft presented 
a "Petition of Right" to the King, pruying 
tlttt ber title might be reoognlaed; and the 
Chancellor, being consolted •§ to bow tbto 
ought to be dealt with, wrote back to Mr. 
Secretary Feel :— " Instead of a Fvtiticn mf 
Right, thia looks like a case fx Memo or 
Warburtoo to be asked to take care of that 
illustrioua peraonace." * 

It has been aaid that whenever a PetltlOB 
of Bi^t ia presented, the Sovereign should 
be advised to write upon It " Soit droit liait," 
whatever may be the prayer of it — leaving U 
to the Cbanoellor or other Judges to ny 
tt dlickaai any ground for relief. 
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his daughter : To-day ^ have a cabinet in Downing Street 
and ooimoil at Carlton Honse, to try if we can make a good 
speech for the King. Bat there are too many hands at work 
to make a good thing of it, and so you ^vill think, I 
believe, when you read it." Ho continued : " It is to bo 
regretted that associations should exist in Ireland, which have 
adopted proceedings irreconcilable with the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, and calculated, by excitino; alami and by exasperat- 
ing animosities, to endanger the peace of society and to retard 
the course of national improvement." Next morning, before 
going down to the House, he thus describes the result of their 
joint labours : The King's speech -wsa settled yesterday in 
the ante-room to his bed-room, — he having too much gout to 
come down stairs. I don't much admire the composition or 
the matter of the speech. My old master, the late King, 
would have said that ' it required to bo set (>ff by good read- 
ing.'* It falls to my lot to read it, and I should read it better 
if I liked it better." 

In the House of Lords the debate on the Adilress went off 
very smoothly, and there w;is no ])ersonal allusion to the 
Chancellor ; but, in the House of Commons, Mr. Brougham 
forcibly p(nnted out, that relief from the penal laws was the 
only cure for the Oatliolio Assooiation ; and, having advised 
the section of the Cabinet favourable to the measure to act 
with vigour, he thus proceeded to pour forth the phials of his 
wral^ on the devoted head of the Lord Chancellor : — 

Of what are they afraid ? What is their ground of alarm ? Are 
they apprehensive that the result would be the resignation of any of tiieir 
colleagues ? Do they think tiiat any one of their coadjutors, some man 
of splendid talents, of profound learning, of unwearied industry, would 

give up his place? Do tlioy think he would resi'Tn his office? that he 
would quit the Great Seal r* Prince liohenlohe is nothing to the man 
who could effect such a miracle. [Hear I and a laugh.] A more chi- 
merical apprehension never entered the hndn of adistempered poet. Any 
thinj; Imt that. Many thingb may surprise me ; bu t not h i n <^ w( mid so nuich 
surprise me, as that the noble and learned individual to whom I iillu le 
should quit his hold of office while life remains. A more siqiTthious 
fear than tliat of such an event never crossed the wildest visionary in 
his dreams. Indeed, Sir, I cannot refrain iiom saying, that I think 
tiie ri;j;ht hooonrable gentlonen opposite greatly underrate the steadinesa 
of mind of the noble and learned individual in question. T think they 
greatly underrate the tiniuiess and courage with which he bears, and will 
continue to bear, the burthens of his high and important station. In 
these qusUties the nobto and leamed lord has never heen exodUed,— has 
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npver perhaps been paralleled. Nothing can equal the forbearance whidi 
be has maninsted. Nothing can equal ^ oonstaiicy with wbidibehaa 
home the thwarts that he has lately receiTed on the question of trade. 
His patience, under such painful circumstances, can be rivalled only by 
the fortitude with which he bears the prolonged distress of the suitors in 
his own Court. But to apprehend that any defeat would induce him to 
quit oflBoe, is one of the vainest fears, one of the most fantastie appow- 
nensions, that was ever entertained by man. Let him be tried. In his 
generous mind, expanded as it has been by his long official character, 
there is no proi>eusity so strong as a love of tlic service of his coimtry. 
He is no doubt convinced that, the higher au oflice, the more unjustifiable 
it is to alMmdon it. The more splendid the emolnmeuts of e sitnation,— 
the more ezteuisdve its patronage,— the more he is persuaded that it is not 
allowed to a wise and good man to tear himself from it. T contend, there- 
fore, that the right honourable gentlemen oj-posite underrate the firmness 
of their noble and learned colleague. Let them make the experiment ; 
and, if they snooeed in wrenching power from his gripe, I shall thence- 
forward estimate them as nothing uiort of miracle mongers. His present 
station the noble lord holds as an estate for life. That is universally ad- 
mitted. The only question is, whether he is to appoint his successor. 
By some it is supposed tliat he has actually appointed him, and 1 own I 
have observed several s\ mj ttoms of such being the case. If it be so, I 
warn that successor, that he will be exceedingly disappointed if he ex- 
pects to step into the office a single moment lie fore the decease of its present 
holder. [A laugh.'] However, I do intrcat that the jx^rseverance of this 
eminent person may be put to the test. , Let the right honourable gentle- 
man say he will resign if the Catholic question is not carried in the 
Gabinet ; let the noble and learned lord say that he will resign if it is 
carried, — I am quite sure of the result. The Catholic question would be 
carried ; Itnt the noble and learned lord would retain his ])lace. He 
would behave with the fortitude which has distinguished him in the 
other instances in which he has been defeated ; and the country would 
not be deprived, for a single hour, of the inestimable benefit of his ser- 
vices. [A laugh.] To return, however, to the state of Ireland. The 
speech talks of Associations in the plural. That is not without an ob- 
i^t. I warn the House, however, not to be taken in by the contrivance. 
That little letter t is one of the slyest introductions that Belial ever re- 
sorted to^ in any of those speedies whidi are calculated to 

'malm the worse appear 
The better reason ; to perplex and dash 
lUtnrett ooanseb; for hit ttMot^u are loir.' 

I am perfectly aware, Sir, by whom that s was added. I know the hand- 
writing. I know the reflection which passed through the mind of the 
writer, — * I must put the word in the plural ; it will then be considered 
as applicable to Orange as to Catholic Associations, and the adversaries 
of both will be ooncUuted.* Let not that littie letter s, however, deceive 
% nngle person, ^toweyer it may be pretended to hold the balanoe be- 
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tween the CatlioISc and tiie Orange Anociatioiii, depend upon it, it wiU 

be only a nominal equity. It wiU be like one of those * subtle equities,* 
so well known in the Court over wliicli the uohle and learned T.ord to 
whom I have been alluding presides. Let the proposed measures he car- 
ried, and the Catholic Association will be strongly put down with one 
band, wbile the Orange AModation will leoeiye only a gentle tap with 
tbe other."* 

I introduce this satire upon the Chancellor to show the 
characteristio eenfiitiYenfiss and good nature with, which 
he bm it Thns he oommonts upon it, in a letter to hit 
daughter : — 

« SatuTday (Feb. 6lh, 1826). 

" Since I last wrote, I have seen the debates of the Commons on 
Thursday night. When you read them, you will see that Bronc;liam has 
had no mercy ujxin the Chancellor. Laughs and cheers he pnxluced from 
' the company, rej)eatedly, with his jokes : which, however, he meant to 
play off in tntter malignity, and yet I ooiild not help laughing at some 
of the jokes pretty heartily myself. No young lady was ever so unfor- 
giving for being refused a silk gown, when silk go\\Tis adorned female 
form, as Bron^liam is with me, because, liaving insidted my master, the 
insulted don't like to clothe him with distinction, and honour, and silk. 
In the straightforward discharge of my public duty, I shall defy all my 
opponents : tlieir wit, their sarcasms, their calumnies, I regard not, whilst 
conscious I have a great duty to perform ; and that I have now, in the 
supjx)rt of the Constitution in Church and State. T shall do what I 
think right — a maxim I have endeavoured in past life to make the rule of 
oonduct— and trust the oonseanenoes to God. 

"Now for digression from we serious to the lighter matters, — ^having 
first noticed tlmt Canning answered every part of Brougham's speech, ex- 
cept what concerned his colleague, myself. But this is what I should 
have expected." * * * 

The Chancellor strenuously defended the Bill to put down 
unlawful Associations in Iz^and, although he declared that 
he hud taken no part whatever in drawing it. He said, ** he 
would not endure that a Eoman Catholic body should assume 
a representative character — that they should proceed to tax 
the people of Ireland, and that they should exercise a control 
over the administration of justice : as the bill applied to all 
associations, it would equally put down any disposition to vio- 
lence which might be displayed by Orangemen, and woold 
show that all classes of the community must pay ohedience to 
the law."" 

I ought not to pass over the humane and enlightened senH* 

« iaHiaini4,Sl. ■IkSSt. 
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ments which he expressed in fiivcrar of a hill which passed the 
House of Lords almost tmanimouslj, but was throvm out by 
the 'squires in the House of Commons — ^to prevent the setting 
of spring-guns to slioot poachers. He said he wished to see 
property protected, but he should be sorry to be thought an ad- 
"vocate for spring-guns. There had been no occasion for these 
engines in former times ; but now, every plantation was turned 
into a poultry yard, and a sportsman was thought nothing of 
unless he could kill his thousand birds a day ; and thus arose 
the demand for these new sorts of protection. Now that so 
many plantations had been made, and so well stocked with 
pheasants, how oould their lordships expeot that people who 
had a taste for game— and he never knew; an EngliRhman who 
had not — would not go and look for it where it was to be 
found? Poaching was' the consequence of game being pre- 
served and protected. He, for one, never could defend the 
practice of setting engines to endanger the life of a fellow- 
creature, for the sake of a partridge or a pheasant." ° 

The Duke of York's celebrated declaration now made against 
Catholic emancipation, concluding with a solemn oath "tAat 

HE NEVER WOULD AJsSKNT TO IT IN WHATEVER SITUATION HE MIGHT 

BE PLACED,*' was generally supposed to have been written for 
him by Lord Eldon ; but his Lordship, although he exceed- 
ingly rejoiced in it, denied all previous knowledge of it, and it 
cannot be supposed that he would have advised a step so very 
unconstitutional and improper.^ 

In spite of the vow of the Heir PreBumptive, which was 
justly supposed not to be disagreeable to the King on the 
throne, a bill to remove the civil disabilities of the Catholics 
soon after passed the Lower Bouse by a majority of 21. A 
single touch in a letter from the Chancellor to his daughter 
enables us to form a lively notion of the scene when the bill 
was brought up to the Lords : The Commons stared me 
very impudently in the face when they delivered to me the 
Gauiolic bill at the bar of the House." He has his revenge 
by adding, — " This bill, however, I think those gentlemen 
inll never see again I " 

* 12 Hantard, 939. D. ofT. Is at NewmaikeL It 1b to Iw re- 

P He thus wrote to I^y Frances: — "If gr^tled that, in his highly important and 

tbe D. of Y.'s speech was imprudent, it has lofty situatioOt be spends so many d^ys witb 

neTertbeless. on account of its finnness and blacklegs, and M many nights at cu&B,— 

boldne&s, placed him on a pinnacle of popu- among which we know there are knawt, as 

Urity." But be was not blind to tlie failings well as, what are better compaiqr for bin^ 

€f dM **FtalMtnit Hero," fior he adds. " Thf> kingt and ^pteau." 
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The prophecy was verified at the close of the debate on 
the second reading — wlien the bill ynB lejected by a majority 
of 48.** Loid Mdon's Bpeeoh on this occasion was more 
than nsnally sealons; and he bad an advantage, of which 
he dexterously availed himself, in the circumstance that 
the aooompanying measures called the wings," then consi- 
dered essential, had not yet been agreed to by the House of 
Commons/ 

This must have been a very happy period of his life. He 
received letters of congratulation and thanks from several 
dowager duchesses, and he was univei-sally feted by all the 
Protestant grandees. The following is his account of one of 
these enterteinments : — 

" We had a most sumptuous and splendid set-out at the Duke of 
York's on Saturday — twenty-four rejoicing Protestants round the table 
— and such a magnifioent snow of plate as even eclipses the Eing*s ex- 
hihition of that article, and, as it ay)pears to me, eclipses all of the same 
article which all the monarchs of Euroj e have presented to the Duke of 
WellingtoD. We drank the 48, — the year 1688, — and the glorious and 
immortal memory of William III. — but without noise or riot. 1 saw 
the King yesterday, who is much better, and notalit^ nlisTed in point 
of anxiety by the vote on the Cktholic question.*' But — 

* * pleanra are like po|ipie8 q>nid— 

Tou seizo the flower— Hs bloom is dked; 

Or like the snow-fall in the river, 

A moment white— then melts for ever ; 

Or like the Bonelli nee. 

That flit ere yon can point their place } 

Or lilce the rainbow's lovely form, 

EvsnUhtaig eadd the stonn 2 " — 

Lord Eldon soon apprehensively wrote to his daughter : " My 
old foes, Mr. Denman and Mr. WiUiams, are, on next Tuesday 
night, to attack the Chancery and the Ghanoellor. Wishing to 
live the rest of my time in the shade, I had rallier be excused 
this annual attack ; for, though I care not what they say of me 
as a political character, I am very nice and touchy about my 
judicial fame/' 

Forthwith he made this appeal to the Home Secretary, on 
whose aid he chiefly relied ; — 

" (Confidential ; in haste.) 

** Dear Mr. Peel, 
*• I observe that Mr. W"* is again moving upon the subject of the 
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Gourt of Chanoery. I thank you oordially for what I leun fnm tho 
papers, passed upon his mention of the subject. I cannot forbear, 

however, troiibliiiir you for a few minutes upon this subject : not upon the 
motion, whatever it may be, merely, but upon what I cannot but think 
is a matter much more material to the public than any thing which may 
affect my individual character. Can it possibly be eodnred that a bar- 
ruter, because he happens to be a member of the Honse of Commons, 
iostnicted, for so the fact may be, (I will not say that I have reason to 
believe it is,) by a person (his character I say nothinp; of) in an inferior 
rank of the profession, is to hold a surveillance over the highest court of 
justice in the kingdom, and, de anno tn annum, to attack the characters 
of the Judges of that court? and call upon the Judges annually to ex- 
plain their conduct, which he can't possibly understand ? Can any man 
remain a Judge in that court under such circumstances? Is he to ^^o 
into court, day by day, to attend to his duty, not in the persuasion that, 
if he decides immediately, or takes time, be it short or be it long, in in- 
trioate and difficult cases to be sure that he is right before he decides, 
with a conviction that he is watched by those who are, annually, to bring 
him before the public upon charges of delay, who cannot possibly know 
the causes which have operatetl, and should oj>erate, to determine him as 
to what his conduct should be ; and where, unless he is brought forward, 
or oomes forward, as a person accused and under trial, he cannot possibly 
explain that conduct, either to those who are present when the annual 
?\tt:ick is made, or to the public ? What would have been said in Lord 
Hardwicke's time, if he had been called upon by a barrister, aided by a 
solicitor, the worst or the best in his court, to account why he had de- 
la]fed h» judgments, in particular oases, for so long a time, as it appairs 
from the printed Reports he thou^^t some cases required consideration 
before he gave his judgments ? 

" It is impossible to submit, with any comfort, to this sort of degrada- 
tion ; but the personal consideration is as nothing, when one attends to 
the consequences of bringing into hatred and contempt the tribunals of 
the qountry, with the co-operation of the House of Commons, or suffer- 
ing them to be brought into contempt because John Williams hates John 
Soott. 

'* His motion, as I read it in the papers, is calculated to do all possible 
mischief, without its being possible to prevent it. When he moves for a 
Ust of Causes, he knows that, in my department, so full have been my 
hands of other important business, that caum have hardly been brought 
before me in the period he mentions. 

When he asks how causes, or, if he asks it, how other business has 
lieen diqiosed of, he means to argue from what ho can*t explain, and 
what no other man in the House can sufliciently explain, as to what are 
the reasons which have delayed the finishinj; of the several matters that 
have heeu. brought before the Court, and which have not been 
finished. 

''The extreme nicety sod diffioally of some questions, involved hi 
what has been before tbs Court, the impeifeet manner in which tlio 
vou X. F 
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pleadings have been brought before the Court, to ^ve scope to the oihanoe 
of finiahiiig matters in litijiation by amicable arrangement, the discovery 
by the Court of matters which liad escaped the attention of tlic Bar, and 
which calls for an entire new coosideratiuu of the case, the ueces^iity for 
new eyidence, the interruptkm of the Judge's attention to judicial mat- 
ters, from bds obligation to attend to other matters ; — ^in short, the innn- 
incrable matters which, in equity causes, retard decision, render it impos* 
sible to answer imputations without much time employed to answer them, 
and utterly imjwssible to answer them without much reason to despair 
whether the answers be understood, except by persons skilled in equity 
practice. In the mean time the Judge, the Court, and the general ad- 
ministration of justice, is cruelly calumniated ; the business can never ho 
set right — quite vv^ht — in public opini(»n, and when Parliament dismisses 
it, the calumny continues to be propagated in pamphlet after pamphlet^ 
review after review, &c. &c. 

** You may hear that I have heard nothing but motions, and this is not 
very &r from being true. Then it is said, motions are matters of course. 
Now, many of them have occupied, liefore me, two or three, I believe 
s (me, four days,— and the matter of the cause in which the motion has 
been made has been decided on the motion, whilst decision could not 
have been had in the hearing of a cause, as a cause, for years. 
A motion, for instance, is often made to stay proceedings upon an 
appeal from a decree from the Rolls or the V. -Chancellor, because 
it is appealed from to the Chancellor, and because the proceedings 
would be expensive and thrown away, if the Chancellor reverses the de- 
cree. Now, when such a motion is made, the merits of the decree ap* 
pealed from must be entered into, because, if the appeal has not suffici^ 
ent merits, the proceedings ought not to he stayed. It hap]x;ns, there- 
fore, that I give my opinion upon the appeal by my judgment u])(m the 
motiou, and there is an end of the appeal ; and yet a common lawyer, 
as ignorant as a post of equity proceedmgs, publishes to the world that 
the appeal is not disposed of. 

*' At all events, if this annual motion to the dishonour of the Judges 
and the Court is to be granted, it is c\}K?tlient that one should know 
what it is, that it may be added to or amended, in order to make the re- 
tarn to it as creditable to the Judges and the Court as it can be : to do 
justice to them in any return to it is absolutely impossible. 

Tonrs, dear Sir, most fiutbfhlly, 

••Eldoh."* 

The attack was made fay Mr. Williams, according to the 
fashion of that time, on presenting a petition; and a long de- 
bate was terminated by the motion being carried, " That thia 

petition do lie upon the table." Se\ cral unaccountable cases 
of a delay of judgment after the hearing had been concluded 
were brought out; but the attempt failed to impute the 
Chancellor the general arrear of cau&es which stood tor hear- 

• Pe«l ^ISd 
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ing. He wdb ably defended hv Mr, Secretaiy Peel, wlio ezeited 
tile hopes of the coxintTy by declaring himself a Mend to ra- 
tional reform, and explaining the measures which he had in 
contemplation for improidng the criminal code.* 

The Chancellor had scarcely recovered his compostire when 
it was again ruffled by the Dissenters' Marriage Bill once more 
coming up from the Commons, and by finding a considerable 
accession of Prelates in its favour, lie gives bis daugliter the 
following indignant account of its reception and its fate : — 

The Unitarian Bill came on in the House of Lords last night. 
Both Archbishops, the Bishop of London, the Bishop of &th 
and Wells^ the Bishop of Exeter, the Bishop of Norwich, Toted 
for it. Shamefal, sorely ! However, we threw oat the Wl, 
66 to 50. It would have been about 100 to 60 if we had 
divided upon the third reading instead of the second ; but our 
good orthodox friends were absent — most at Ascot — so that 
how a house runs is much more important than how the Church 
feres.'* 

It appeare from Hansard, that, although he spoke after all 
the Bishops who supported the bill, he boldly denounced it 
as mischievous, and took the untenable ground, that, although 
the statute of William rendering it penal to deny the doctrine 
of the Trinity had heen repealed, snch a denial was a misde- 
moanor at common law.* 

The only other occasion which called upon him to come for- 
ward, during this session of Parliament, was to correct certain 
exaggerated statements of his official gains — when he repre- 
sented himself as a sufferer, in a pecuniary point of view, by 
holding the Great Seal. He said, " that in no one year, since 
he had been made Lord Chanc ellor, had he received the same 
amount of profit which lie enjoyed while at the Bar: had 
he remained at the Bar, and kept the situation he held there, 
he solemnly declared he should not be one shilling a poorer 
man than he was at that moment^ notwithstanding his office." " 
By what mentsl reservation he reconciled this statement to 
his conscience, I am wholly at a loss to ooxgecture ; for his fee- 
book proves that the largest sum he ever received in any one 
year, while Attorney-General, was 12,140/. 155. — the average 
receipt being little more than 10,000^. ; whereas, the returns 

* 13 Hansard, 959 -1008. Dissentrrs ; and on thiB principle proceedt d 

** in I^dy Uewiey s case, the clear opinion Sir Hubtrt Peel's admirable measure of the 

«r Uie House of Lords was, that tince the ** Dissenten' Chapel BUI" in 184^ 

rrp<>al of the statute of William. Unitarians ' 11 ITlMinl. 11IT1 

•re oa the seme footing as other PrutestaBt 

F 2 
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he made to the Houee of Commons of his official income as Chan- 
oellor show that in 1810 it reached 22,780^, and that, subject to 

all deductions, it exceeded on an average 17,000?. aj ear- to say 
nothing of the lucrative ofiBces and reversions he had been able 
to l)e8tow upon his family. He now alleged that the misre- 
presentation, respecting the emoluments of his office, was the 
reason for reluctantly retaining it. " Perhaps it was thought," 
he said, *'that this mode of calumnious misrepresentation was 
the way to get me out of office: they are mistaken who think 
60 ; I will not yield to such aspersions, nor shrink from assert- 
ing what I owe to myself. 'Had I been treated with common 
justice, I shonld not now, perhaps^ have remained Chancellor ; 
but I will not be driven from my office by calumnious attacks. 
Let me only be treated with common justice, and in five mi- 
nutes my office will be at any body's disposaL" ' 

Parliament was prorogued, and the long vacation aiTived ; 
but Encombe had lost all its charms, by reason of an order made 
by the House of Commons, at the very close of the session, on 
the motion of Sir Francis Burdett, without any opposition by 
the Government, — " That there bo laid before tliis House a list 
of all causes that have been heard by the Lord Chancellor during 
the last eighteen years wherdn judgment has not yet been 
given, specifying the time when heard ; comprising all petitions 
in cases of bankruptcy already heard, and not decided." 

He first wrote the following letter to the Home Secre- 
tary : — 

« (Private.) « July 30, 1826. 

" DsAB Mb. Fbel, 

** I have given orders about Lord Verulam, and shall duly attend to 
what you mention as to the Recorder's report. 

** I avail myself of this opportunity of thaukiug you for your kindness 
OQ many occasions towards me in the House of Oomxnons, when wijustly^ 
I think, attacked. 1 have not yet intimated to any otbar person that I 
have almost come to a determination, after craployinn; myself in my 
vacation so as to he ahle to dispose of all my arrears in November, to 
request jxjrmissiou to place the Great Seal in his Majesty's hands. Sir 
Francis Burdett^s motion, unopposed by any law^'er, and relating to the 
transactions of eighteen years, in its terms has held me up to the public, 
as probably a j]n'eat delinquent, for at least six months to come. If you 
meet with Courtenay, he will tell you how much or how little I have to 
apprehend from the information to be given in consequence of that 
motion ; but my charaeter is suffering in the mean time, and communi- 
cations from m parts daily satisfy me that such is the case, I £»! 

7 13 Uaimra, 1379. 
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great pain about pving way to unmerited aluisc, but, upon principle, 1 
begin to doubt wla-ther an abused and calumniated Chaucellur can, ujkjd 
a just view of his duty to the public, as well as of that due to liimseify 
xemain in oflBoe. Time was when the taw officers of the Crown would 
not have suffered a ]x}rson in that station to have been exposed to unjust 
sunni^^es in the public mind, or have failed to have the grounds of such 
a motion shown to be weighty before it was granted. 1 am aware that 
it might be mere inatteuiiou that the matter passed sub silentio — and 
confidently believe that no unkindness was meant. But this has been a 
veiy unfortunate and distressing transaction, and I know it has oooa* 
Boned much remark. 

" Perhaps I may sec you at the Recorder's report — if not, I only add, 
that if the Cabinet, about the meeting of Parliament, requires, in your 
opinion, my attem^ce, pray let me know, 

*' YouiB sincerely, 

"Eldoh."* 

Mr. Peel seems to have referred him to the Prime Minister, 
to whom he wrote several times during the long vacation, 
witbont reoelTing any Batisfactoiy answer. At last, on bis 
retnm to town, he sent the following letter, cond^t^onally 
tendering Mb lesignation : — 

"DlAB LOBD LiVBBFOOIi, 

In our little ooirespcmdence during the vscatlon, you advised me not to 
trouble myself about Sir Francis Burdett^s motion. I can most sincerely 

assure you that I feel the greatest uneasiness on account of the trouble 
which my colleagues and friends endure on my account. If your Lordship 
recollects for how many sessions I have been assailed in the House of 
Oommons, and looks to the effect, as I know it, of its proceedings upon 
the basiness of the Court and utx)n the minds of the public, you may 
make some estimate of their effect upon myself. If that motion, as 
made in the last session, is to command obedience from the officers of 
my Court, that ol)edience must either be paid to it, or the order must be 
rescinded : if the order is to be considered as falling at the close of the 
■esnon, and is to be renewed by Sir F. B., with the concurrence of the 
House, obedience must then be given to it, >sow, my dear Lord, allow 
me to say, with perfect kind feeling, that I cannot reconcile it to any 
notions which I can form of m^ duty to the public, to sit at the 
head of one high court of justice m the kingdom, if I either continue to 
be^ Oft am again, placed in such circumstances as that order placed me in, 
or a renewal of it will place me in. It is impossible to consider it other- 
wise than as a resolution accusatory in its nature, and meant to be, if 
the result of the inquiry will authorise it, the foundation of a positive 
and express aociisfttii>D. If this be so, how can I, with honour, continue 
to preside in the Court in which I sit, prejudiced and damaged in puhlie 
opinion by a vote of the House cf Commons, unopposed fay any indi* 

'Mini. " 
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vidua! in it ? Or how can I continue to sit in that Court, with all the 
subordinate officers employed in collecting the materials, under an order 
of the House of Commons, for an aoeiuiatioii against the person at 
the head of the Court, aided by the bitterness of every solicitor or 
counsel whose conduct I have had occasion to reprehend? As to the 
abuse of the public prints, the licentiousness of which, acjainst the 
Judges of t^e land and Chancellor, appears to me, as to all matters, 
sanctioned by the sufferance which is given to it— and the correspondence 
whidi this TOte of the House of Commcms brings to me every day from 
every part of the kingdom, more blameable than the licentious furess, if 
possible, — I repeat that they would rather provoke me to remain in 
office, if permitted, than to think of quitting it. But, my Lord, I find 
myself placed in my Court by this proceeding in a state in which it is 
uimt tiiat s Chancellor should he placed ; and, with nspeet to the -paWe, 
I fear I am doing very wrong, in letting down the dignity and respect 
due, not to me, but to the Cliancellor, who holds an office M-hich should 
be filled with a person resixjcted by the public, and protected, if he 
deserves so to be, against resolutions which clearly mean to impute, or 
to lay the grounds of imputation against him. I do assnro your Lord- 
ship that I have every feeling of good will and kind regard towards 
every individual wath whom I am associated as a servant of his Majesty; 
and I trust I need not mention what are my feelings towards yourself, — 
but to all of them and to you I owe it as a duty to take care that the 
abuse thrown upo n me daily should not^ through me» afiect tbdr aid 
your utility. What obedience to that vote mi^t furnish, of informa- 
tion with respect to my conduct, I know not, — but if it furnished all 
that I could wish, the mischief that must be done before its result could 
be known is incalculably ^reat. That in the course of eighteen years, 
for such is the period to which this vote rofers, I cannot doubt (I Gannot^ 
however, but hope that they may be such as my general conduct in 
office might atone for) that there may be many things represented as 
omissions of duty during eighteen years which are not such, but which 
it is impossible to find the means at this day of satisfactorily account- 
ing fbr, must be obvious : I cannot doubt that the muMididty of my 
engagements may have led to omission and neglect as to some of tiiem. 

*' Under these circumstances, my dear Lord, 1 wish very much to 
know, and to know noiVy whether the motion of Sir F. B., if it does not 
require renewal, is to be attempted to be discbaiged by Government 
by any proceeding when Hie House meets ; or, if it dues require renewal, 
whether it is then to be suffered to be renewed, without opposition on 
the part of Government. My object in seeking this now, is, that T may 
so apply myself (\vithout engaging further than I must in new business) 
to what is depending, as to be able to retire about the time of Parlia- 
ment's meeting, if the King will graciously please to dismiss me, and 
not then to leave causes which have been heard to be either heard over 
again, or Hie judgments of a retired Chancellor to be given in fact though 
not in form, as I myself have formerly assisted in acting for a retired 
Chancellor. I know well that Sir F.'s motion was passed (at least I 
sincerely so believe) without^ on the part of Government or its fhends, auy 
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ill-will, I can almost say without any positive inattention, to me, but by 
actual sarprise. The effects, however, the evil effects of it^ are very 
great a o great as if the causes of it were different, — and many have 
been the mortifyinii; inquiries made of me, by those who do not know 
how this hapjKJiied, — liow I account for not having, as they supposed, one 
person in the House of Commons to say one word against such a pro- 
ceeding ; for of the fact that this was effected by surprise, the pvJbUe 
cannot be conusant. If out of office, I can*t take the situation of Deputy 
Speaker of the Mouse of Lords — but 1 should attend the Scotch causes^ 
and I might be voted into the chair as a Peer.** 

Lord Liverpoors ansvrer, Humgh civil, very distmotly shows 
tbat tbe Chanoellor's colleagues thought there wras some foun- 
dation for the complaints made against him ; that they were 

highly dissatisfied with the delay which had occurred in the 
proceedings under the Commission appointed nearly two years 
ago ; and that they were determined to suspend the dojirecated 
•* order " over his head in terrorem, for the purpose of obtaining 
a Report from the Commission : — 

** This order was made without notice, on the 30th of June, one of the 
very last days of the sitting of the House of Commons, in the absence of 
00 the Mixdsters and of the law officers of the Crown. 1 he motion has, 
howew, certainly dropped with the session. It must be renewed to 
have any force; and, considering how it was carried, you are, I think, 
perfectly justified in waiting; for its renewal before you act upon it. 

*• Mr. Peel assures me that he would have opposed it if he had been 
in the House, and that he will be prepared to oppose the renewal of it if 
it is again brought forward in the banning of the next session. But, in 
order to make it possible for him to carry his intention into rficcf, the 
Report of the Commission of Inquiry as to the Court of Chancery must 
be ready, and be laid before Tarliament immediately upon its meeting. 

*<In saying this, 1 am not giving yon Hr. Peel*s opinion en^y. 
Some time before I received your letter I was urged by others, well 
acquainted with the House of Commons, to take measures for securing 
the production of this Report, as the \K)mt u]X)n which would turn all 
the difficulties or facilities of the next and last session of Parliament. 

" Let me entreat you, therefore, to spare no effort for the completion 
of this Report without further delay. It is really become a question of 
vital importance, and there is no inconvenknee that oi^t not to be 
incurred for the attainment of this object. 

" Indeix^ndent of the complaint of neglect, and of the suspicion which 
the very delay in making the Report occasions, the Report is really 
necessaiy in cider to enable Ministers in the House of Commons to 
resist ewotaally the mijustifiiable attacks daily made npon the Court ol 
Chancery. 

" The business of that Court is not like other business, of which every 
person may be supposed to have, or may easily acquire, at least a sufer- 
fijii^^ knowledge. Except persons engaged in the profession of the law, 
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all others aze wholly is^orant of what relates to Chanoery ; they do not 

even know where, or how, to obtain information. 

*' The Report wonhl not only s|)enk with more or less of authority to 



with a toefupon which they could defend you. 

" I hope I do not appear to press this matter with too much impor- 
tunity, but T am so deeply semiUe of its iniportanco, that I should not 
4o my duty if I did not urge it in the .stronti;est manner. 

*'Let ua but have the Report, and all other diiliculties may be 
fidrly enoounterad; hut^ without that^ no person (in the present 
heated state of the puhlic mind upon the sulject) can answer for the 
consequence/ * 

During the last long vacation Mr. Peel had ventured to con- 
gnlt the Chancellor on the bills which he had framed for the 
improvoraent of the criminal law. These, without introducing 
much change into its provisions, most usefully and landahly 
condensed and methodised the scattered and disjointed statutes 
upon the subject, which had been passed in a long succession 
of ages. Mure could not at that time have been prudently 
attempted, and even so much seems not a little to have alarmed 
the Ohanoellor, — ^though coming {rem one in whom as yet he 
reposed such confidence, and to whom he felt himself under 
deep obligations. The following was his conrteons hat very 
cantioiis answer : — 



I was so convinced that I shonld see you before this day, that I 

delayed troubling you with any communication about your bills, the 
heads of which you sent nie, till we met, as I supposed we should meet, 
iu town. 1 see no objection to your laying them before, and procuring 
the benefit of the opinions of the Judges upon theuL Indeed I think 
that absolutely necessary, for they have a degree of infoimation upon 
such subjects, derived from their tennly meetings upon criminal cases, 
not publicly argued, which may make their opinions very important. I 
venture to take the liberty of saying that 1 should be glad to have an 
opportunity giveu to me, after they have formed their opinions, of con- 
versing with some of them ; for it does so happen, that, thon^ as a 
criminal lawyer I have very little knowledge, I have lived so much 
longer in the profession than all the Judces hnt one, tliat on some subjects 
T can give them information derived from eminent lawyers now de|X)sited 
in the urns and sepulchres of mortality, which it would do them no harm 
to receive. It may be so even with respect to the Criminal Law. 

** I have not hoard what were the prevailing reasons as to dissolution 
or no dissolution. I hojMj it was fully understood that we were not to 
be assailed upon the H. C. question. We shall have, in a last sessiooi 
iuischief enough without that. 



the House, but it would iuform 
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We have very few partridges here this seam, and those lew Teiy 
wild. 

**I am, dear Mr. Teel, 

*' Most faithfully and ainoeiely yours, 

" I kill Dothing but— as Lord Stowell formerly reported of me— > 
Time."** 

When Parliament met, the Report of the Commission was 
aanomioed to be forthcoming, and the promiae of it Feb. 2, 
Btopped the motion fi>r a renewal of the dreaded order. 
At last, on the 28th of Febmaiy, the Beport was aotnally pre- 
eentcd to both Honaea, and ordered to be printed. As it waa 
awfully voluminona, with a massive Appendix of evidence, 
there was a general disposition to give a reasonable time for con- 
sidering it; but, there being a petition presented to thellonse 
of Commons from a person very properly committed for a 
contempt of the Court of Chancery, Mr. Joseph Hume, some- 
times more zealous than discreet, created a strong feeling in 
favour of the Chancellor, by declaring that **the greatest 
corse which ever fell on any nation was to have such a Chan- 
cellor and such a Court of Chanceiy." * The Chancellor, rather 
pleased with this attack, treated it ihna merrily in a letter to 
Jjord Encombe 

* You see Mr. Hume called your grandfather a curse to the country. 
He dt^ified also the quietest, meeEest man in the country with the 
title of a firehra^idy i.e. tibe Bishop of London. I met the Bishop at the 
Exhibition, and as it happened to be an niMXnDmonly cold day, in this 
most unusually cold weather, I told him that the curae of the country 
was so very cold that I hoiked he would allow him to keep himself warm 
by sittiiip: next to tile Mbramd; and so we laughed, and amused our- 
selves with this fellowiB hnpertinence.** 

Mr. Peel, desirous that some relief should be given to tho 
suitors in the Court of Chanoeiy as soon as possible, wrote to 
Lord Eldon : — 



4( 



I have spoken to the Attorney-General on the subject of the Heport, 
and entreated him, as the first law officer of the Crown in the Honse of 
Commons, to take into his own hands any measures which may neces- 
sarily grow out of the Report, should it be fitting for those measures to 
crij^nate in the House of Commons.*' 
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A Inll was accordingly prepared for improving the process 
of tke Court of Chancery, and rendering prooMdiogs there 
more rapid and less costly. This was brought in by the 
Attorney-General on the 1 8th of May, and opened by him in a 
veiy Inminous manner, but, I am afiraid, without any satisfac- 
tory explanation why it had not been prepared, brought in, and 
carried twenty years before by Lord Eldon himself, who then 
knew of his own knowledge all the material facts stated in the 
iieport of the Commissioners. 

The bill was only introduced that it might bo printed and stand 
over till another year. Parliament was about to come to a ter- 
mination by lapse of time, and there was, as usual under such 
oiroQmstanoes, a strong desire to put off all measures of oonse- 
quence, for the purpose of avoiding disagreeable discussions on 
the hustings. Lord Eldon was not called upon to oppose a 
*' Catholic Belief Bill," or a " Dissenters' Marriage Bill," or a 
" Criminal Code Mitigation Bill," during the session, which 
was brought to a close on the 31st of May. The time of both 
Houses had been almost entirely taken up in devisinti; moa- 
Biircs to meet the commercial distress caused by the unexampled 
panic in the money market which had occurred in the autumn 
of the preceding year; and the Chancellor had never been 
called upon to take part in debate. 

Mr. Peel, naturally desirous to keep him in good humour, 
and to soften his opposition to the plan for reforming the penal 
code, wrote him the following letter, giving, perhaps, a dispro- 
portionate importance to a common incident: — 

«« (Private and confidential.) «* Whitehall, June 23rd, 1826, 

**My dear Chancellor, 

" I cannot help reporting to you the manner in which your health 
was reoeiv^ the other day at a meeting of about 700 persons, who were 

assembled at the mayor's dinner at Norwich. 

"I never witnessed a stroncjer manifestation of altaclinient and 
respect — a more decided proof that the calumnies of disappointed law- 
yers, and a malignant press, have not ahated one jot of the real estima- 
tion in which you aie held. I wish you oould have been present. 

"Brer yours, 

'^ROBEBT Fksl. 

**The dinner comprised the whole of the respectability of the city of 
Norwich, and many of the first families of the countj^. * 



«PeelM8S. « 



Digitized by Google ' 



AJ>. 1826. 



HIS LETTER OF THANKS TO HR. PEEL, 



75 



Tlie Chancellor, much, gratified, returned ifae following 

answer : — 

"(Private and confidential.) 
** Dear Mr. Peel, 

" Many thanks to you for your letter — and for another proof of tliat 
attention to my character and comfort, for which 1 have been so often 
and so much obliged. I am as much aware aa any other person can be 
of mydefbeta as a Judge, and lam so often angry at myself that I ouj^t 
not to be surprised to find that others are not pleased with me. As to 
^y political conduct, it has been either all right or all \vTon<T, for, in 
the forty-three years in which 1 have been in Parliament, there has 
been no change, I think, in the ehaiacter of that eondoct, or the prin- 
dples by which it has bBen regulated. The pooeeding at Norwich is a 
most comfortable set-off, as we lawyers should say, against the malignity 
which has been so bitter as in some measure to defeat its own purposes. 

** Set-offs I don't, at present, like. In peerages and in elections we 
aee nothing but set-offs of Papists against Protestants — and wUch I 
fear will lead to propoaitions about compromises in PartiMOMnt, whidi 
will either lead to a dissolution of it, or to adoption of some concessions 
to the Catholics which will give them the place whereupon they may 
stand, and hereafter remove from it^ foundations our Protestant Esta- 
blishment. 

"Tooia^ dear Ox, moat tndy and sincerely, 

^MthJuM^iaaa"* 

Little was it then foreseein that within thi«e yeara these dis- 
tingniahed men, now so cordially united, were to act such oppo- 
aato -parts on a subject which hitherto had formed the gieat 
bond of union between them I 

Parliament not sitting, the Chancellor had now only to 
attend to his business in the Court of Chancer}", which he 
seems to have done with much vigour, llius, on the eve of 
the long vacation, he wi ote to Lady Frances ; — " I have worn 
out my counsel pretty completely. They seem all as tired as 
a pack of hoimdB at the end of a lonff chiEUse, whilst I remain, 
lin a well-disciplined and weU-trained huntsman, not the least 
fiitiffiied with we labour of keeping up with them. Thej 
wish, perhaps, to make the world think that I put an end tr> 
business. I heartily wish it was at an end ; but I had rather 
that the world shoidd believe that the cessation of work is 
their doing." 

Ilis colleagues, pleased to have got through the last session 
so (quietly, and looking forward with some dismay to Chancery 
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Reform being used as the grand "battle horse " in the new 
Parliament, earnestly urged on the projected measure, and 
wrote the following letters 

jifr. Robifom^ to Mr, Ptd. 

August 26th, 1826. 

« Mt dbab Peel, 

«I am satisfied that we shall be involved in inextricable difficulties, 
and mudi public mischief will follow, if we have nothing to propose 

next session upon the subject of Chancery ; and, if the satisfactory 
arrangement of that something de[>en(ls upon the readiness of the Trea- 
sury to hnd pecuniary means, the means must be found.'* 

Lord Liverpool to Mr, PeeL 

« Fife House, Sept. 2pd, 1826. 

** Mt deab Peel, 

** I return the enclosed papers, and I can entertain no doubt that it is 
our duty, at the very earliest practicable period of the next session of 
Padiament, to bring in measures for giving effect to tiie reoommenda- 
tions of the Chancery Commissioners. 

" There may, undoubtedly, be points on which there may be difference 
of opinion ; but in all cases where we have not the most clear and satis- 
fiustory leaaans to nige against the opinion of the Commissioners, we 
ought in this, as we have done in other oommissiooB, to asanme that 
the Commissioners are right. 

** Indeed the vahie of such commissions is, that they are a mode of 
bringing points of difference to a decision, which are never likely to be 
dedoed in any other way. 

** With respect to the necessary funds : it will be the duty of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of myself, to propose to Parliament 
whatever may he. requisite for any just and equitable purfH)se. Judgin?!, 
from the past, 1 do not think there would be any disposition in Tarlia- 
ment to be illiberal on this bead; but, if we should be mistaken, let 
the blame then lie witb Parliament, and do not let us bring it upon 
oniaelves." 

Mr. Fed to the Chemedhr, 

Whitehall, Sept. 7th, 1826. 

*'M7 DBAB CeAKOBLLOB, 

"I sent to Lord liiverpool and the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 
letter which was addressed to you by Courtenay, and whidi yon aent 

to me. 

'* J begged their immediate consideration of that part of Courtcnay's 
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letter In particular which referred to the expense which the adoption of 

tome of the recommendations of the Chancery Commission might entail, 
** Enclosed are coj^ies of the answers which I received from them. 
They intimate a readiness on their jjart to provide the pecuniary means 
■ of giving effect to the Keport of the Con-mission. 

''Ton will perceive that Robinson suggests that the Snitorg' Fund 
might ])ossibly, without injustice, be drawn upon ; but should there be 
valid objections to the appropriation of that fund to the purposes in 
question, neither he nor Lord Liverpool would, I am confident, object 
to propose to Parliament to make the necessary provision out of the 
pouic funds. 

*' The enclosed letters appear to me to give full authority to proceed 

in making such arrangements as can be made without the intervention 
of Parliament's authority ; of course I mean so far as considerations of 
expense are concerned.'* 

It "Would seem that in consequenoe of this urgency, or for 
some other mysterioiis reason, Lord Eldon had again sent in 
Yob reaignatioD, but probably not with more seriousness than 

upon Queen Caroline's being about to purchase the house next 
door to him in Hamilton Place, or upon Sir Francis Burdett's 
order for a return of Chancery arrears. There had been a ru- 
mour of Lord Gifford being his successor, and this an angoment 
at some very distant day he probably would have prtforred to 
any other ; but i cannot believe that as yet ho had any serious 
design to retire. His health and vigour were unimpaired ; he 
must natnrally have desired to superintend the measures for 
the reformation of his court ; and if personal ahose required 
him to remain in office, that motive must now haye operated 
with double strength. But, while afi'ecting, or really enter- 
taining, the purpose of resigning, be heard the melancholy 
news of Lord Clifford's death. The first letter he received on 
this subject was the following from Lord Liverpool : — 

" Coombe Wood, Sept. 5th, 1826. 

'^MtdbabLobd, 

YoQ will of course have heard the mekncboly and unexpected death 
of Lord Gififord. He is a very great loss at this time, both public and 
private. T send you the accounts which I have received of hisiUnea^ 
which I will be oblijjed to you to return when 1 see you. 

•* I shall be in town to-morrow morning : may I request of you to call 
upon me either at one or two o^clook, as may best wx% or, if any thing 
should detain yon at home, I would come to you in Hamilton Place. 

**I promise you that I will speak to no one ujion the consequences till 
I have seen ynu. Having, however, received, by the attention of my 
friend Mr. Latham of Dover, an account yesterday of Lord Gifiord's 
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extreme danger, it was impossible T should not turn in my mind, 
during the nighty what was to arise if we were so uufortimate as to luse 
him. 

" I confess to you tlie {nesant inclinatioii of my mind is, that the 
Attomey-Qeneral should be made to accept the Mastership of the Bolls. 
He has no competitor at the Bar, at least on our side, nor any on the 
Bench, who can compete with him in the highest honours of the pro- 
fession. Indeed I know not what else can be doue which, would not 
increase all prospective difficulties to an immense degree. 

** Do not return any answer to this letter, or at least to this 8ugze»> 
Hon ; but turn it well over in your mind, and let us talk of it when 
we meet to-iuorrow.** 

Lord Eldon, at this time, was on the most cordial terms with 
the Home Secretary, who Lappened to be then at Drayton 
Manor, his seat in Staffordshire, and to him he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter : — 

(Most private and confidential.) 

" My dear Mr. Peel, 

** The death of the M. Rolls is a great private and public loss. I 
tl^ink he would, if he had continued to live, have corrected that opinion 
in the pabUo mind which had certainly, in a degree, latoly laid hold of 
it ; and whidi, perhaps, poor fellow, was generated in it by the industiy 
of some who envied his rapid professional advancement, more than 1^ 
any other assifruablc cause. But he is no more — and I am mistaken if 
you don't fmd him much lamented, and his qualiiications for profes- 
sional situations, whatever they might be, now almost miiversally 
acknowledge 

*' Of course, the Min'. is now looking for a successor — he naturally 
looks to Copley. I doubt extioiiiely whother he will accept the office of 
^I. ii., even with the prospect of possessing the Great Seal. His pro- 
fessional emoluments must be very great ; — ^the object for him naturally 
to look to is the Einj^s Bench, and report, as to the health of the Chief 
Justice, does not represent the prosj^ect of attaininn; that object as at a 
distance. I have stated to Lord L., who has couducted himself to me, 
as to this, very respectfully, my apprehensions that he will decline the 
Bolls— he ought not perhaps — yet a man of bis eminence in that part ol 
the profession in which he has been engaged may probably feel unwilling 
to go into a Court of [Equity as a Judi^e, never havinj; been in one as a 
counsel — and esjx^cially in that Equity Court in which much business 
is rather business of form, than requiring the exercise of a powerful 
intellect. 

" I don't know why I have written what you have read before you 
leach this part of this sheet. My purpose was only to tell you, that 1 
thought it my duty to the ]»u])lic to mention to Lord L. that, as it was 
impossible that at my time of life 1 could remain long in office, even if 
I wished to do so^ it might be worth his considering whether it might 
not be useful, if both the Chan^ and the Office of the Bolls wero vscsnt^ 
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wad a geoeml amng^oent as to the Chanoery Oflfioes Blumld mow be 

made, instead of that interim and partial arrangement of filling up the 
Rolls only for a time. He stated some weighty objections to this, and 
continues to object to it. He thinks that Copley would go better to the 
Chancellor^, with a little experience ^dned at the Kolis ; and I think he 
ftels an unwillingness that my depaitare should precede what may come 
forward upon the Catholic question — there could, too^ he no objection 
to Copley's ^o\n^ from the Rolls to the K. B., as Kenyon did. He haa 
always refused briefs in Scotch causes — which looks as if his views were 
directed to the K. B., and not to the office of Chancellor, who must hear 
so many Scotch causes. 

** Unfortunately, he is out of town, so thai it has been impossible, 
and the rather beoMise it is not known where he isi to learn what his 
feelings arc. 

"The notion is that he should remain, if he takes the ofQcei in the 
H. of Oomnums, at lesst till the Chancery Bill is got through there. 
Y<m will excuse the trouble which I am now giving you, and giving 
you in perfect confidence. But 1 wished to state to you, that I should 
certainly feel it to be my duty not to allow any consideration respecting 
myself to obstruct, impede, or delay any arrangement which sliould be 
tlftought for the jNihlio interest. 1 do feel a great anxiety to protect 
myself upon this occasion from the imputation of clinging to office, and 
that too in my 76th year. I write this from the Office over which you 
preside — ^not finding you here. I say what I learnt in niy schoolboy 
days : * Quod dicere non potui scribcre jussit amor.' You will please to 
oonstrue this word amor as Latin for cordial and sffectlonate respect. I 
have detained yon too long. I have no whh to remain in office* sad 
therefore I sacrifice nothing by counteracting any wish, if, for the pur- 
pose of the most desirable object, I retire. I shall be abused for 
remaining even some short time longer ; but the same considerations of 

Sublic duty, which would determine me for the public to retire, will 
etermine me also^ if that he right, to remain for a while, if those whom 
I respect think that I ought so to do for the public interest ; and in their 
good opinion I shall seek for shelter against the storms of abuse, which 
represent me as unreasonably and improperly clinging in old age to 
office. 

I am, dear Mr. Peel, 
T*. ftith>. and affect, serrant and IHend, 

"ElDOH.* 

Mr. Peel, good-naturedly professing to believe that the 
Chancellor really wished to retire, and was only reluctantly 
induced to hold the Great Seal a little longer for the publio 
good, sent him this answer: — 

"Diayton Manor, Sept. 10th, 1826, 

M Ht dbab Chasgillob, 

am oonfidentythat on ereiy aooonnt, puUio and private, you have 
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determined wisely in not now pressing your resignation. By privato 
account, I mean that you have consult^ what is due, not to your ea«^ 

but to your high and unblemished character, by consenting, for a timo, 
to £^ive to the public the continued benetit of your knowledize and ex- 
perience, rather tlian subject them to the inconvenience oi having two 
new Equity Judges at the same time. 

Supposing (X>pley to accept the Bolls, what must be done as to ibe 
Attorney and Solicitor-G«ieMl? Any thing which you may write to 
me on that head I will, if you shall wish it, consider most strictly con- 
fidential. Believe me, my dear Chancellor, no man, whose good opinion 
you value, will hear of your continuance in office with any other feelings 
than those of satisfaction. 

•* I doubt whether under present drcumstancea you could overcome 
tbe Kin;j*s reluctance to lose your invalnal)le services — ^1 really doubt 
bether he would accept the iSeals from your hands.*' 

These solioitations were not to be xesisted* and Lord Eldon 

once more, mnlta gemem, Buifered the Great Seal to remain in 
bis bands. He thus (I think with ill-euppressed glee) an- 
nounced to Lady Frances the Violence that had been practised 
upon him : — 

* 

« Copley is to be the new Master of the Bolls. He has accepted. 

Upon this occasion, as I thought it more for the public interest, and cer- 
tainly for my comfort and happiness, that they should attempt a general 
and permanent arranirement of the law offices, instead of makin':^ ai> 
pointments Irom time to time as vacancies happen, 1 have strou<jly and 
repeatedly pressed for my own retirement now from the labours I undergo : 
but, notwithstanding; all my efforts, I am unable to succeed, and, abused 
and calunmiated as 1 have been, they are puzzled how to supply myplaoe 
if they let me go. So 1 suppose I must wait awhile louger." 

At the same time Hie Lord Chancellor sent to the Home 
Secretary the following account of the result of his negotiar 
tions with the Attorney-General : — 

« (Most private and confidential.) 

' ^Mt deab Mb. Fbel^ 

** With respect to Copley, he accepted the office, and, it appeared to 
me, without any doubt about accepting:; it. Indeed, thon^rh I doubted 
whether he would accept, as he never had been in a Court of Equity at 
all, and never would take a briitf in a Scotch cause, yet, recollecting 
that the Gbanoellorship and the Chief Justiceship of the King's Bench 
may be soon open, and, on the other hand, a change of Administra- 
tion may not be a thing so impossible in the mean time, as to malro 
the acceptance a foolish thing, of an office and house worth 8000^. a 
year for life, which may be accepted without prejudice to his moving to 
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either of the above offices, if they hapi^en to be vacant in due time, — 1 
think he has acted very prudently, especially taking into the account 
that he goes to school in the lower form (the Rolls) to qualify him to le- 
move into Hie higjher, if he takes the Ghanoellonhip. 

*' His emoluments at the Bar were very considei ablc before he was 
Solicitor — they have of course since (for such always happens with a 
Solicitor-General) been less — but I have no doubt, that if he quitted thaL 
office, such emoluments would he very considerahle. Duihig the severs! 
years in which I was Solicitor, I received annually consideiahly less than 
my profession brought me before I accepted the oflBce. I may ventme 
to say much beyond '20(X>?. a year less. It is, therefore, much to he 
attended to that you should not discourage gentlemen from taking the 
offioe of Solicitor hy not allowing them to nave the &ir advantages which 
vacancies of higher offices may offer. Indeed, such encouragement should 
generally be given to the law officers, as may lead the profession to think 
that when they arrive at those oHices they are * heirs to all things good,* 
as they have always been reported to be. 

• • • • ' • • 

** Tours, my dear Sir, most faithfully, 

«* Eldok." 

This arrangement being completed, and Copley, Master of 
the Rolls, remaining in the House of Commons, Lord El don 
took (as it were) a new lease of office — likely to last during 
his natural life. The cry about Chancery Meform had been 
quieted by the new bill, based upon the Beport of the Com- 
mudonen ; — there seemed no other annoyanoe for him to 
dread,— and if there had been no change in the Premiership, 
die prohability: is, that, often again talking of resignation, he 
womd have extended his OhMusellorBhip much beyond the 
quarter of a century. 

On account of a dreadful scarcity which prevailed in the 
autumn of this year, accompanied by severe commercial dis- 
tress, an order in council had been made, with the concur- 
rence of the Chancellor, for the introduction of foreign com 
duty free, — and Parliament waa called together in November 
to indemnify Ministers for the violation A law, to which the 
safety of l&e people bad obliged them to resort The bill 
of indemnity was carried with Uttle opposition, and the short 
session passed over veiy quietly, — ^without the Chancellor 
being ever called upon to open his lips, unless, as Speaker, to 
put the question, and to say, *' the contents have it." * 

In tiie Honse of Commons, Mr. Canning had thrown out 
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some sneers against ultra-Toryism, — which induced Cobbett 
thus to address him : — If the Chancellor be sound wind and 
limb, and thus continue (ajs I am told he is likely to do for 
several years longer), he will beat you, and any other enter- 
prising free-trader, whatever may be the quantum of noise 
that nature hats enabled him to make with his tongue. The 
Lord Clianoellor— and his Inotlier still less — is not a great 
talker ; they never shone nmoh in the art of haranguing ; bnt 
ihey have had Ihxee-fonrths of the governing of tlus eountry 
in their hands for a great many years ; and while the Chan^ 
cellor has the full confidence of a very great majority of the 
noblemen and gentlemen, he has at his back, sticking to him 
everlastingly, that body called the Church, of which you, great 
talker as you are, appear to think so little." 

The Chancellor was very happy in such anticipations ; but 
on the very day of the adjounimcat a notice was given in the 
House of Commons, by Mr. J. Williams, " That, early after 
the reoess^ he would move for a retnm of the state of hnsiness 
in the Court of Chancery, — with an account of all oases 
argued and not yet determined, specifying the number of 
times that judgment had heen promised in them^and post- 
poned." 

The Chancellor's peace of mind was a<]^ain disturbed ; and, 
in great agony, he thus addressed the Home Seoretaiy :— • 

" (Private and conMentiaL) 

"Sunday night. 

* * • # • * 4t 

'* As to J. Williams's motion, experience has taught me that you will 
do what is right, and I most t^rratefnlly acknowledge the protection your 
kindness has hitherto thrown around me. The object of such a motiou 
as he has given notice of caDnot be mistaken. I do not mean to say 
tiiat, overwhelmed with work as I have been — ^my attention drawn 
from one subject before it was disposed of, to another, and so to a third, 
and a fourth, &c. &:c. — counsel absent, parties not prepared — some 
blame may not justly be imputed to me ; it ia equal to that which 
might be imputed to my predeoessors. It is utterly impossible, how- 
ever, that, if such a motion is granted by the House of Commons, I 
can find the time, luhik in office, to look into the vast mass of business 
which has been before me, so as to be able to amend the motion, 
and render it somewhat more just, or, if the motion passes, to be 
able, whilst in office, to get togeuier the materials neoeesary to give 
informatioD, such as, if given, I am satisfied would reduce my col- 
pability to fax less than that which might be imputed to some irim 
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have gone before me, if Dot to reduce it entirely, whilst I have 
completed a quantum of w trk much greater, I believe, than they 
liave done. But to do this, i mployed in the oonstant duties of office, i« 
Impossible. 

But there is ono view of sich a motion as tliis, which allow me to 
exhibit. It is of very inferior consequence what becomes of the charac- 
ter of Lord Eldon, with respect 1 mean to the public, compared to what 
lieoomeB of the cbaraGter of tbe C^imeeBor rmtaininr/ in c^e, with re- 
spect to the public. 

** I am ashamed of myself wheu I think how lonji; I have remained in 
office under the circumstances in which 1 have been so often and so many 
years placed by the House of Commons — first, by M. A. Taylor's com- 
miMee ; secondly, and repeatedly, by motions, which, till you took me 
imder yoai protectioo, were neither <^)poBed nor grounded upon any 
reasons pven. 

" Ministers with whom I have been acting have said nothing in oppo- 
sition, and all that I could obtain as a reason why they did not, was, that 
they did not understand the matter. Bat did it reouire great exertion 
of mind to be satisfied that the First Law Officer of tne Grown oouM not 
possibly be maintained in the respect that was due to him for the sake of 
the public, if attorneys, solicitors, &c., perhaps those whom in the due 
execution of his duty he had had to reprove, were day by day lay- 
ing complaints before Taylor's committee for the dishonour of the 
JjStd GnanoeUor, and if, in almost every year since that committee 
was defunct, all the ofiBkjers and dissatisfied practisers of the Court in 
which the Cliancellor presides have been employed in getting together 
the materials in obedience to the order of the Commons, founded on 
the motion of some discontokted lawyer who had obtained a seat in 
Fiulianient, whidi materials were to be used to his disgrace? How 
cm the C^rt go on wMth the magistrate so disgraced at the head of 
it in the oynnion of all the officers of his Court, who should have no feel- 
ing towards hira but that of unqualified respect? 1 cannot deny that 
reflections of this nature have often made me extremely miserable, 
though that misery has been softened by a conviction that it required 
more than even these proceedings to destroy that just feeling towards me 
which I Ixilieve all the ros|x'ctablc part of my Bar and all the officers of 
my Court entertain, notwithstanding the j^ersecution I have endured 
for years. The lawyers in the House of Commons have not adverted 
to tiua view of the snbfeet— they have endeavoured, and for that I 
am deeply indebted to them, to answer case by case, or rather to explain 
the cases brought forward, — a thing, however, almost impossible to 
be done with sufficiency, when matters, long ago occurring, have been 
forgotten, and neither time nor means can be procured for enabling a cor<- 
rect understanding to be formed respecting them* 

** I have agreed to lend myself for a short time (at the period of life 
which I have reached, it cannot be but for a very short time) to assist in 
the difficulties to which I/)rd Giffbrd's death has contributed ; but my 
Miieugth decreasing, my ability to labour nut now being equal to the 
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demand upon me for labour, my powers of etniggling against the 
vexations, wliich injustice and calumnies cannot but occasion, not re- 
maining such as they were, my conviction being strong that I owe it to 
the country no longer to exhibit to it a Ghanoellor unable to piooeed with 
his business, because those whose assistance and respect is necessary to 
the forwarding of business are year after year called upon to employ 
themselves in codecting materials upon which censure or disgrace is 
intended to be inflicted on the person at whose feet they sit ; — all these 
and many other considerations lead me to say tiiat I must^ if Mr. W.*8 
motion passes — ^not for my own gratification — but from a smse d duty 
to the public — remove tlic (ireat Seal from the hands of a person who, 
if it is just thus to treat him, certainly ought not to have that Seal 
in his hands. To you let me again express my gratitude. I sincerely 
nope your father is recorered. I write this fiom my bed-room— laiber 
better than I have been. 

Yonn ftithfoUy, 

« Eldon." 

Mr. Peel promised bis zealons support, and the Chancellor 
hoped that, with the aid of the "Chancery Eeform Piill," to 
be introduced by the new Master of the Rolls, " Williams 
& Co." might be put down, and he might again tide over the 
session. 

But, from events over which man liad no control, his official 
Aj>.iS37 ^'^^'^^'^ "^^^ rapidly drawing to a close. The 
first of these was the death of the Heir Presumptive 
to ihe throne, who had vowed eternal resistance to Catholic 
jCmancipation, and who was natarallj much attached to the 
venerable champion of the anti-Catholic cause. Lovd Eldon 
alludes to this melancholy subject in a letter to his grandson, 
dated January 2nd, 1827:-*' The poor Duke of York still 
exists, contrary to wliat medical men said, as long ago ae 
Sunday last, could he the case. My account la.st night from 
Arlington House ' intimated, that his constitution was still so 
strong, that his existence might endure for some days. PTis 
resignation, his composure, the fortitude with which he hears 
his present state, are very, very great. Kow his death is 
certain, there Is an nnivenaal gloom, I understand, every 
where in this town, very striking. His death must affect 
every man's political situation, — perhaps nobody's more than 
mj own. It may shorten, it may prolong, my stay in 
office. The * Morning Chronicle * has, I hear, advertised my 
resignation." 

Lord Eldon had been often with the Duke during hia ill- 

b PeelllSS. I Tli« booM la wUdi Ut Rojal mghnefls died. 
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nes8, and enjoyed his confidence to the last. He was much 
affected when he heard of his death on the dth of Jaauaxj^ 
and some ^eais afterwards entered in the *^ Anecdote Book " 
this afiectionate testimony to his memory 

" His death occasioned an irreparable loss to the nation. His own per- 
sonal example, as to great political questions, would have done much 
for the oountiy. He had, moreover, great influenoe with his Majesty ; 
he showed me a oorreeponclence he had had with his Mi^ty upon pdi- 
tical questions, and the proper persons to be continued or to he appointed 
his Ministers, in which, as well as 1 could judge, his judgment was much 
governed by what had been, and what he thought would be, the conduct 
o( each ^rson as to the Catholic claims. This was shown to me shortly 
before his death ; snd very shortly before bis death he predicted that 
change of Ministry which soon after his death look place. I firmly be- 
lieve that that change would not have taken place if he had lived. We 
never shall look upon his like again. His existence ap|x;ared to me to 
be essential to the effectual counteracting that influence, which socn 
after his death pevailed, to piece at the hesd of the Administration the 
great advocate in the House of Commons of the Boman Catholic claims, 
to whom the greatest aveision luui been often OLpreased in the hitdiest 
place.'*!' 

Lord X3doti atfended the Dnke's Mineral in St George's 
Chapel, Windsor, at serious risk to his health from the oold 
and damp of the season and of the place, but effeotoally 
protected himself, while younger men suffered, by laying his 

cocked-hat on the flag-stones and standing upon it. A relio 
of the deceased was treated in Hamilton Place as if it had 
belonged to a Saint and would o])erate as a charai against all 
evil : — " We had a lock of the Duke's hair sent lis," says the 
Earl to his grandson, '* and we have each had some put into 
a little gold case, which we \vear with our watch-chains. 
Mamma [Lady Eldon] would not trust the look of hair out 
of the house, and, therefore, had a person from Hamlet's come 
to the house to put the hair into the golden receptacles." 

This calamity was soon followed by another, which pro- 
duced more inunediate consequences in the government of 
the country. Lord Liverpool, who, without brilliant talents, 
well understood how to manage the mind of George IV., as 
well as Parliamentary majorities, was nniversally respected 
for his spotless integrity, and delicately trimmed the balance 

k There is added a sarcasm on Mr. Can- (save on the Catholic qnestlon) he. as an 
ning. fur bavir^ a abort period berore bis ad- Anti-Jacobin and Anti-Badical had been 
VMMcncBt. iMmned tlioM wboae principlcf OM n l waii g to yaath and la mMihrmS . 
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between the Catholios and the ProtestantB in the Cabinet, — 
bat, while little paat ihe middle period of and with 
health, although impaized, permittiiig the full exercise of his 
official f anotions, he was siiddenly struck with apoplexy. The 

following account of the cat-astrophe was next day sent to 
Lady Frances Bankes by her feather, — already haunted by the 
dread of Canning 

'* We are at present, ftcm Loid Liyerpoors state^ in great tnmble. 

Poor fellow ! yesterday morning, after breikfast, the servant, surprised 

that he did not r'm^ his l>ell, went into the room and found him on the 
floor in a violent apoplectic lit, quite senseless. I never saw him better 
or more cheerful than he was on Friday afternoon in the House of 
Loida. 

" He is very little, perhaps a shade, better to-day ; but his life is veiy 
uncertain, and ?t is quite certain that, as an official man, he is no more. 
This is a most tremendous blow, under present circmmtances^ to the pub- 
lic, and its efl'ects upon Individuals must he important. Heaven knows 
who will succeed him. Peel went down to Brighton to infcom the King 
of the event ; at the time I write he is not returned. If other things 
made it certain that he would otherwise succeed him, I should suppose 
Canning's health would not let him undertake the labour of the situa- 
tion. But ambition will attempt any thing.** 

To a similar statement^ which Lord Eldon sent to his 
gnndson, he adds : — 

"This, at any time, would be an event of importance : so immediately 
after the Dake of York's death, and upon the eve of tiie days when tiie 
great questions of the Com Trade and Catholic Emancipation are to he 
discussed and decided, it is of importance so great, that nohody can he 
certain whether it is not of so mucli imjwrtance as to render almost cer- 
tain wrong decisions upon those vital questions. 

** Nobody knows, and nobody can conjecture with probability, how 
soon the illness of the Minister will, as it seemingly must, dissolve the 
Administration, or how another is to be formed and composed. Specu- 
lation, as to this, is very busy, and politicians are all at work. The 
Opposition are in^ high spirits, and confidently expecting to enjoy the 
loaves and the fishes. Th^ may— but they also may not— be disap* 
pointed.*" 

Lord Liverpool languished some months, but his recovery 
was known to be impossible, and a ministerial crisis arose, — 
one of the most remarkable in the history of jiai ties in Eng- 
land. Although accounts were given out to the public that 
the Prime Muuster was better, and bnsmess proceeded in 
Parliament for some time as if he had only been disabled by 
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a t<omporaiy iiidisposition, all connected with the Government 
knew his tnie sitnaiiGn and the necessity for appointing a 
snooeesor. Mr. Canning conceiyed that he himself had the 
beet claim to the vacant post, as since the death of Lord 
Castlereagh he had been leader of the House of Commons, 
and been considered the second in the Cabinet, — but he vas 
obnoxious to the Anti-Catholic party on account of his prin- 
ciples, and he was personally disliked by Lord Eldon. Mr. 
Peel from the beginning of the controversy resolved that he 
would not form part of an Administration with Mr. Canning 
as its chief, but did not propose to step over his head ; and 
profisssed a wish lhat, to preserve the ffjrstem which had pre- 
vailed nuder Lord Liverpool, an Anti-datholic peer, fit for the 
flitaation, shonld be appointed, the other Ministers retaining 
their offices. But where was such a peer to be discovered ? 
for as yet the Duke of Wellington declared that it woidd 
be " worse than madness for him to aspire to be Prime 
Minister." 

Lord Eldon was keenly hostile to Canning, though by no 
means determined not to serve under him : but he did not 
venture to propose Peel ; and, seeing the difficulty of fixing 
npon another Anti-Catholic chief, contrary to his habit on 
similar occasions he remained long inactive, while Canning 
and Peel were bringing forward tiiieir separate pretensions 
and views. The King in his heart decidedly fitvoured th^ 
principles of the Anti-Catholic section of the Cabinet, hat 
ne was under influences which inclined him, on personal con- 
siderations, to their opponents ; and if it had not been from 
his standing conKiderably in awe of Lord Eldon, he probably 
would early have declared for Canning. His object was to 
combine both advantages, and, selecting the Pro-Catholic 
candidate for Prime Minister, with an Anti-Catholic pledge, 
to induce his Antl-Catholio colleagues to submit to him. Of 
Lord Eldon he had good hopes when it should come to the 
pinch; and the grand effort was to bend the inflexibility of 
PeeL 

Ab yet no notice bad been taken in Parliament of Lord 

Liverpool's illness, and the business of both Houses proceeded 
as usual. On the 27th of Febniary^ Sir John Copley, as 
Master of the Polls, introduced in the Commons the Bill for 
reforming the proceedings in the Couii; of Chancery', which 
had been much improved since the preceding session ; but it 
made no farther progress. A motion was then made, directed 
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■gainst the Lord Chancellor, for a return of all the arrears 
in his Court, specifying the cases standing for judgpnent — • 
■with the periods which had elapsed since the hearings were 
finished — and the mimber of times they had stood in the 
paper for being finally disposed of.'* 

This motion, again, caused great alarm to the object of it, 
but it was Kpeciously resisted by Mr. Peel, on the gi'ound 
that all useful information respecting these matters was to 
be found in the Report of the Chancery Commisaion, and it 
was rejected by a majority of 132 to 66." 

In the Honse of Lords, too, the Lord Chancellor was 
«' turned out for a day's sport,** as some styled it,— or, as he 
himself said in the Newcastle phrase, was *' hauled over the 
coals." In allusion to the pending negotiations, he was re- 
presented as the great obstacle to a sati.sfactorv arrangement 
bping made, and the House was taunted with being goveraed 
in all its resolves by his influence. In answer he said : " God 
forbid that it should be the fact ! His own confident opinion 
was, that their Lordships' decisions were those of a Protestant 
House of Parliunent in a Protestant empire, — paying only 
a proper attention to the honest declarations of the opinions 
of one of the members of that House — for he was too well 
acquainted with his own imperfections (and he said this as a 
man approaching to his grave) to suppose that their Lord- 
ships were guided by his authority in a matter of such great 
importance. He only wished so to conduct himself, that the 
subjects of a Protestant King, and a Protestant Parliament, 
might be convinced that he went to the grave without having 
lessened the security which the country had for the enjoy- 
ment of civil and religious liberty." — Becoming deeply af- 
fected, he exclaimed : No man in the kingdom is a greater 
fricmd to toleration than I am. Upon this ground I hope 
and trust (I should say so if these were the last words I 
shall ever utter, — and I am approaching quickly to the end 
of my days) — I hope and trust that yoin- TiOTdships, both 
for the sake of the Protestant and of the Catholic subjects 
of this empire, will preserve that Constitution which has been 
earned by the exertions of your anc('stoi*s. In conclusion, 
I will state to the lloman Catholics, that, with my consent, 
they shall have every thing, except power, in a Protestant 
state.*'" — ^This was the last time he ever add^ssed the Houss 
as Chancellor. 
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In the beginning of April the pnblio became dissatisfied 
with being so long without a Government, and notice was 
taken in Parliament* of the unreasonable delays which had oo- 
onrred fix)m the conflict of contending Actions. Lord Mdon, 
fleemingly much disturbed, thus addressed his daughter : — 

""Wednesday. 

** This must be a short scrap. I cannot help it in the distressed state 
inwhidb the tmsettled state* of Adipinktra^m is, and the necessity of 
speedily settling it. I think — who could have thought it? — Mr. 
Canning will have his own way. I gueaa that I, Wellingtoo, Peel, 
Bathurst, Westmoreland, &c., will be out." 

And a few. days aflber, when his apprehensions ware still 
moze raised, he wrote : — 

** There seems again to he some uncertainty whether Lord Lansdowne 
and a few Whigs have joined Mr. C. ; but it will be so, I have no 
doubt. 

** The whole conversation in this town is made up of abusive, bitterly 
abusive t.ilk, of people about each other — all file and flame. I have 
known notliing like it. 

"To be sure never was so piebald an Administration as this is 
likely to be, if it is finally formed by the junction of some of the 
Whigs* 

He had now several interviews with the King, who em- 
ployed him to negotiate with Mr. Feel. In consequence, he 
saw this resolute Minister on the 9th of April, and afterwards 
received from him the two following letters to be laid before 
his Majesty 

" Whitehall* April 9th, 1827. 

"My DEAit Chakcellob, 

** To prevent misconception, allow me to commit to writing the purport 
of what I said to you this morning. 

** My earnest ^h is to eee the present Govenmient retained in his 
Majesty's service on the footing on which it stood at the time of Lord 

Liverpool's misfortune. 1 am content with my own position, and wish 
for no advancement or change. Differing on the Catholic question from 
every one of my colleagues in the Government who is a member of the 
House of Commons, still I have been enabled to act oordfally with them, 
and much to my satisfaction, on other matters. I esteem and respect 
them, and should consider it a great misfortune were his Majes^ 
to lose the services of any one of them, but particularly of Canning. 

can say with truth, that on all matters of domestic and general 



* 17 Hansard. 280, 391. P Sic in orig., aud so printed by Mr Twin. 
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policy (with the exception of the Catholic qnestiou) my opiDions are in 
•oooraanoe with theirs, lu regarding the interests of the ooiintiy, auct 
the position of the Goverament, 1 camiot confine my Tievs to ma Ca- 
tholic question alone. Our ditlerences on that question area great evil ; 
but they ought not to make us foriret that on other subjects, some of not 
less importance — i'arUamentary liclorm, for instance — we are united. 
On the Gallic qneatioa the House of Commoiis recently divided, 276 
to 272. Is not such a division an answer to thoee who demand an 
united Govecnment, either in favour of, or opposition to, the CSatholio 
claims P 

** You inloruied me that the Kin^ had mentioned to you yesterday, 
that I feared I should have great difficulty in remainmg in office if 
Canning were placed in the situation of Prime Minister. As his 

Majesty has mentioned this to you, I may, in writing to you now, break 
tliat silence which I have hitherto maintained on a subject of so much 

delicacy. 

The difficulty to which hu Majesty referred arises out of the 
Catholio question, and I must say out of that alone. If I agreed 

with Canning on that question, or if his opinions had been the 
same with Lord Liverpool's, 1 should not have hesitated to remain 
in office, had his Majesty commissioned Canning to form a Govern- 
ment, and had Canning proposed to me that I should form a part of it. 

'*My own position, with respect to the Catholic question, and willi 
respect also to the particular duties which my office devolves upon me, 
is a peculiar one. I have, for many years, taken a leading part in the 
House of Commons in opposition to the Konjan Catholic claims ; and for 
the last five year;i (God knows not without serious diilicuity and em- 
barrassment) I have filled that office which is mainly responsible for the 
administration of affairs in Ireland. 

" Can I see the influence of the office of Prime Minister transfcrrea 
from Lord Liverpool to Canning, and atlled to that of leader of the House 
of Commons, without subjecting mysuU" to misconstruction with respect 
to my views on the Catholio question ? Can it be so transferred without 
aflfeoting my particular situation as Secretary for the Home Department, 
and my weiglit and efficiency in the administration of Irish atlairs ? It 
is with deep and unatl'ected regret that I answer these questions in the 
neojative. You will perceive, at the same time, that no small part of my 
difficulty is a peculiar and personal one. It arises partly iirom tiie very 
marked course I have taken on the Catholic question — ^partly from the 
particular office in which circumstances have placed me, and the parti- 
cular rchation in which I stand to Ireland and Irish all'airs. Others ot 
my colleagues, who concur with me generally on the Catholic question, 
may not feel tiiis difficulty. I will not seek, directly ot indirectly, to 
influence their judgment : my first wish is to see the present (perhaps I 
should rather say the late) Administration reconstituted ])recisely on the 
footing on which it sttx>d when Lord Liver|xx)l was at its hea«i. If 
this be impossible, can it be recx>nstituted by Canning, I alone retiring ? 

**If it can, I shall retire in perfect good humour, and without 
the slightest disappointmenty though certainly not without r^giet. 
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" I shall continue, out of office, to act upon the principles on which I 
bft^e bitherto acted ; and cannot but feel that» if the Government diall 
lemain in the hands of my former colleaguea, I shall be enabled, in o(Mi- 

fortuity with those principles, to give it a general snp]>ort. 1 have ^vrit- 
ten this in great haste ; and as you are so soon to see his Majesty, 1 have 
hwUy had time to read it over. 

" Ever, my dear Lord, 

" Most faithfully yours, 

" llOBEIlT PE£L. 

**P.S.— Ihope that I explained, entirely to your own satisfaction, 
the reason why 1 had not oi'cncd my lips to you on the subject of the 
present stat^ of a^airs as connected with the position of the Government 
until this morning.** 

Mr, Fed to tht Lord Chancdlor, 

« Wbiteball, April 9th, 1827. 

" My pear Chancellob, 

"What I said with respect to a Protestant peer at thchrad of the 
Government was this, — that if a peer of sufficient weit;ht and intiuence 
could be louud whose general principles were in accordance with those 
of Lord liverpool, — the appointment of such a peer to be bead of the 
Qovemment would be quite unobjectionable to rae, so far as 1 am per- 
sonally concerned. It mii^ht be difficnlt to find such a person, because 
I think he ought to he a jx^er of name and character, and ability also 
sufficient to sustain the part of Frime Minister. 

** I certainly did say to bis Majesty that I conld not advise tbe attempt 
to form an exclusiye Protestant Government ; that I could not he a 
party even to the attempt, should it be contemplated ; but bis liajesfy 
-was, I am confident, of the same opinion. 

•* I said, also, tliat I was out of the question as the head of a Govern- 
ment, under that arrangement which I ccMisider -by far the beat that 
could be made— namely, the reconstitution of the late Administration ; 
because it was quite impossible for Canning to acquiesce in my appoint- 
ment. 

** I wish to remain as I am, acting with him, he bang leader of the 
Honse of Commons, with, the just influence and authority of that station, 
Mbjed^ of couise, to what I stated in my first letter. 

" Ever yours, 

*• BOBUT PllL.** 

Lord Eldon had another audience of the King on the morn- 
ing of the 10th, when his Majesty intimated to him that, 
although Mr. Peel was inflexible, and hiw valuable servacea 
for the present must be lost, yet, as there seemed no way in 
which the Government could be reconstmcted on the prin 
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oiple be soggested, lus Majesty liad resolYed to oommiBBum 
Mx. Canning to lay before him the plan of a new Admuiistnk- 
tion, of which himself was to be the head. It is a carionf 
fact, that Lord Mdon not only did not then disclose any in- 
tention of resigning, but actually gave the King reason to 
believe that he would continue in othce and support the new 
Prime Minister. Still more curious is it, that the same day 
he held the same language to ^Ir. Canning himself. lie is, 
therefore, entirely free from the charge — afterwards most 
pertinaciously brought against him — of having combined with 
other Anti-Cntholio members of the Cabinet to deprive the 
Eii^ of the choice of his Ministers by a threat that^ if Mr. 
Canning were pnt at the head of the TreaBury, they would 
all resign, — although he seems by no means entitled to the 
credit he took to himself, of having resolved from the be- 
ginning that he never would hold the Great Seal imder a 
Pro-Catholic Prime Minister. 

What changed the purpose which he certainly appeai-s to 
have entertained on the 10th of April, we can only conjec- 
ture ; for the next fact which we positively know is, that 
early on the 12 th, without any previous communication of his 
intention, he sent his resignation to Mr. Canning, — ^who re- 
ceived it when he was actually in the King^s doset, about 
to kiss hands as First Lord of the Treasury. The probability 
is, that Lord Eldon, in the intermediate time, had formed his 
resolution to resign — finding that not only Sir Eobert Peel, 
but all the Anti-( Catholic members of the Cabinet, had re- 
signed, so that he could not remain with any decency, — 
and believing that, upon such a general defection, Mr. Can- 
ning could not stand, — so that they must all be speedily 
restored. 

There can be no doubt lhat he might have continued to 
hold the Qreat Seal if he had been so inclined ; for George lY., 
at this time, being strongly Anti-Catholic, it was arranged 
that he should have an Anti-Catholic ** Keeper of his Con- 
science," — and who so fit for that purpose ? But no further 
attempt was made to retain him, and the resolution was 
fomed to offer the (ireat Seal to Sir .lohn Copley. This dis- 
tinguished man, although he wjis understood fomierly to have 
strongly condemned the practice of making religions belief 
the test of fitness f(jr civil employment, — luckily happened 
at the present juncture— of course without any reference to 
the requisite oondition of Anti-Catholiciam in the new Chaa- 
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oelloT — to be much alaimed bv the danger to the Church 
from aa^ farther oonoeeBion to the GaiHiolicfl,— and he at tmoe 
magnammonsl^r accepted the offei^thus submitting to the 
imputation of bigotrp* and inoonsistenoy that he might aaye 
the Hinkiug state. 

It was accordingly stated to Lord Eldon, with all the forms 
.of civility, tliat liis rcsig^iation was accepted; and he himself 
announced from the bench, that he only held the Great Seal 
for the purpose of giving judgment in cases which had been 
argued before him. 

He continued to sit in the Court of Chancery nearly three 
weeks — ^the time being prolonged from the difficult Mr. 
Canning had ezperienoed in fJIing up his Gabmet. When 
he undeistood that the ministerial arrangements were nearly 
completed, he courteously wi ote to Lord Lyndhuist to con* 
gratulate him, and to inquire when it would be convenient 
that the transfer of the Great Seal should take place* He 
received the following becoming answer : — 

*'Georg6 Street, Apiil 26lh. 

**U.Y BBAB LOBD, 

" I thank your Lordship for your kind congratulations with respect 
to the chnnj^cT of the custody of the Seal. Nothing more has heen stated 
to me than a wish that it should take place before the meeting of the 
House of Lords. I beg your Lordship will, in every particular, consult 
jour own convenienoe, to wbich it wiU be my greatest pleasure to con* 
lonn. If your Loiddlip will peimit me, I will wait upon you after I 
have made the necessary inquiries, and inform your Lordship of the 
result. Believe me, my dear Lord (with the deepest sense of your 
uniform kindness to me), to remain, with unfeigned res]ject, 

•* Your Lordship's faithful servant, 

" LYNDnURST." 

The Great Seal was actually delivered up by Lord Eldon, 
at Carlton House, on Monday, the Ist of May, 1827. We have 
an account of this ceremony &om himself, in the following 
letter to his daughter : — 

*' May 2nd, 1827. 

''Mt eveb dear Fbakobs, 

I took my final leave of the Kins; on Monday. The King to me 
penonally behaved with kindness. He sent for me on the Sunday, as 
he said he could not prevail upon himself to part with me having only 
the short interview which the hurry of Monday, when the whole change 
was to be made, would admit. His conversation to me was verv kind, 
certainly ; and it discovered a heart that had such affectionate nelings 
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■8 one oannoi but deeply lament eboold, torn Intrigue and undue In- 

floence, not be left to its own operations upon the head. Bessv will 
have told you of the memorial of his foelin<;s towards me, which he has 
sent me ; and her pen I think more likely to describe its beauties than 
mine m ould be. and so I leave that subject. 

*' To-nij^t, I presume, we shall have some account to give of our 
conduct in the House of Lords, as Peel did last night of his in the 
Commons, in a sp'ech yoii will of course see in the })ai)ers. We who 
are to account t-o-ni^ht, are Wellington, Bathurst, Melville, Westmore- 
land, and myself. Mine will be short, but I hope satisiactoiy to those 
who I should wish should be satisfied with my conduct. 

** I have now taken my farewell of office. JohnsoOy in the ' Bamhler,' 
or * Idler,' I for^jet which, in his concluding essay, speaks of every per- 
son's beiii'j; affected hy what is ' the last^* by the tinishing of his lalx)nrs. 
Is the mind so constituted that it cannot be otherwise than that, for a 
short season, the change from a station of labour and vast importsnoe, 
to a state of comparatively no labour and no importance, must feel 
stranc^e ? T bless God, however, that He has enabled me, in that state 
of chancre, to hnik back to a period of nearly half a century spent in 
])rofessional and judicial situations and stations, with a conviction that 
the remembrance of the past will gild the future years which His 
Providence may allow to me, not merely with content, but with that 
satisfaction and comfort, and with such happinees, of which the world 
cannot deprive me." 

NotwithBtaauliiig tiie conidotioii of Lord Eldon that ilie 
oomplaoent remembxaaoe of the past would gild his future 
years, I cannot help suspecting that when he drove home 
from Carlton House, witkoat the Purse to bear him company, 

lie suffered under what he considered a f5ad bereavement, and 
that when he awoke next morning, and looked to the chest 
in which the bauble had been so lonu; carefully guarded by 
him, he felt a bitter pang at the recollection that it w\aK orone, 
and that he should see its face no more. What a sinking of 
the heart must have come over him when the hour arrived 
for his train-hearer aod his mace-hearer to annoimce to him 
that the carriage was ready to take him to Westminster Hall, 
and, instead of the bustle of the daily procession, he was left 
undisturbed in his hreakfast-parlonr, to pore over a news- 
paper giving an account of the installation of the new Mi- 
nisters I Now he would have been pleased to endure the 
eternal '* din of the tongues of counsel," though more grating 
than the drone of a boottish bagpipe.'^ Called upon to sign 

*> Ist Aogi 1824. "I have some and no tonfaies of luisel. I am soinetimcs tor- 
smaU comfort to^lay in having 107 otgws of mented by the noiae of Lady Gwydir** 
bearing relieved fkom Oa etemldln of the 8oeltiin«n playing anderinjivliidowt iqpoii 
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luB name — haying written Eldon, he madvertently added 0. ; 
and when he blotted out this letter, the thought came into 
hk mind that dgnatnres would no longer produce fees, and 
that quarter-day would come round without bringing a gale 
Off salary. — But what must have been his sensations when he 
entered the House of Lords, and walking, as if by instinct 
— from the habit of twenty-hve years — to the woolsack, ho 
actually found it occupied by another, and he bad to take his 
seat on the Opposition bench, which he had so long viewed 
with contempt and abhorrence ! Great must have been his 
agony in seeing a Pro-Catholic the organ of the Government 
in tlua as well as in the other House of Parliament— notwith* 
vtsndinff the -vaunted steacfy orthodoa^y of his successor on tilie 
woolsack. 

Nature kindly mitigates our severest sufferings; and I 
suspect that Lord Eldon, in the sharpness of his grief, found 
some consolation by anticipating the speedy downfal of Mr. 
Canning, and — all Papists being banished from power — ^the 
establishment of a purely Protestant Cabinet. 

Yet he was dreadfully shocked by the valedictory harangue 
of Mr. Peel, "which," he said, "might have come from the 
motttihoftheTileBtWhig." The fisK^ is undeniable/' boasted 
tiie retiring Seoretary, <*that when I first entered on the 
duties of '£e Home Department there were laws in existence 
which imposed upon the subjects of this realm unusual and 
galling restrictions ; the fact is undeniable that those laws 
naTe been effaced. I have the further satisfaction of knowing 
that there is not a single legislative measure connected with 
my name which has not had for its object some mitigation 
of the severity of the criminal law, — some prevention of 
abuse in the exercise of it, — or some secuiity for its impartial 
administration. I may also recollect with pleasure, that 
dwing the severest trials to which the manu&ctnring in 
iereats have ever been exposed, during the two last years, 
I have preserved internal tranquillity without applying to 
Parliament for any measures of extraordinary severity."* 
So much was Lord Eldon alarmed by such latitudinarian 
sentiments respecting Suspensions of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
Coercion Bills, and the mitigation of the Criminal Code, 
that he said to an old friend,' "You and I may not live 

the fVotch infitrumcnt vulgarly callrd the " 17 Hansard, 411. 

bagpipe*; but there is miuic in that droning * Mr. Pennington, the apothecary, who 

iBftnuneot comiMu-ed to the batUe of Unvjmi' piiyiiolnd WMttniiialer Hall Iter bdf » gmi* 

ta«iiMi."«X«((er fa HiAji Fromm, toj. 
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to see it, but the day will come when ^Ir. Peel will place 
himself at the head of the democracy of England, and will 
oyerHirow the Ghxirbh." 

Mr. Canning, in his explanation in the Honae of Comnuma, 
stated distinctly that " he did not nnderstand from the Lord 
Chancellor on the evening of the 10th of April, that it was 
his intention to resign, and that, so far from anticipating his 
resignation, the King and himself were each under the dehi- 
sion that there were the best reasons to exj)ect the support of 
his services in the new arrangement ; the resignation of the 
noble and learned Lord, with that of I^ord Bexley, only- 
reached him when he was in the King's closet, on the 12th 
of April, the day when he kissed hands aa Fiist Lord of the 
TreasQiy.*' He added, It is hare justice to Lord Eldon to 
say, that his conduct was that of a man of the highest feel- 
ings of honour, and that throughout it had been above all 
exception." ^ 

Lord Eldon, in his own explanation, was at great pains to 
refute the imputed charge of " combination " between him 
and some of his late colleagues, which he denominated a 
base and gross falsehood." He said, " he had for years been 
meditating whether it was not his duty to resign. Allowing 
the King to have a constitutional ri^t to choose his Ministers, 
every suhjeot must consider whether, under the selection made, 
he could usefully serve the public." Having at great length 
vindicated his opinion on the (^atholio question, he observed, 
that though he found it possilile to ser\''e in an Administra- 
tion having such a mun at the head of it as Tjord Liverpool, yet 
in an Administration headed by the present Prime Minister (to 
whom ho gave full credit for sincerity of opinion) he could 
not serve. The letter which informed him who was to be 
Prime Minister, stated that the Administration was to be 
formed on the same principle as Lord Liverpool's, but he 
never could agree that it was so, — Lord Liverpool being a 
zealous opponent of Catholic Emancipation , and the present 
Prime Minister its most zealous advocate. lie trusted that, as 
he had never doubted the sincerity of noble lords while they 
were supporting opini(ms opposed to his own, their lordships 
would not doubt at present of the sincerity of his motives." He 
gracefully concluded with expressing thanks to the House 
for *' the kindness with which they had always supported him 
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in the discharge of the arduous duties from which he had just 
been relieved." * 
In a few days alter he wrote to his grandson : — 

"Wc ex-Ministers have been as much abused for cabal and con- 
spiracy as if we had formed another Cato Street gang ; and we were 
tried m the Houae of Lords, as if we had been a hand of culprits. We 
all pleaded not guilty, and I believe we were all, in the opinion of ally 
most honourably acquitted. The fact is, that, with my principles, to 
remain in office under a Prime Minister of (liferent principles (either his 
principles or mine being, hut both certainly itot btiny, consistent witli 
the support of the pure reformed cstahlished religion of the country, find 
the support of its political liberties) appeared to me to be unworthy con- 
duct on my part, being satisfied tliat my own principles were ri«iht. 1 look 
back to forty-four or five years spent in Parliament with jierfect con- 
sistency in conduct — no deviation whatever — i have been either always 
right or always wrong, Servetur ad^ &c. fto. Not that consistency in 
error is otherwise thiui most blamablc, if the penon, observing that 
consistency, has discovered that he has been in error. This discovery I 
have not been able to make ; and the line that I have taken in the 
support of the religion and political constitution of my country, after a 
most anxious endeavour to inform myself aright upon subjects so 
interesting, I think, upon severe reflection, was the line I ought to 
pursue in the dischar^i^e of niy duty to myself, my descendants, my 
fellow-subjects, their descendants, my Sovereign, and the 1'hrone ; and, 
with all due humility, I add, my duty to God. £sto perpetua, is my 
pra} or as to the GonsHtotion in Ghurdb and State. I tremble somewhat 
when I ^ee a Prime Minister supported by those individuals who have 
been thought to hold Jacobinical and Padical d(X)trines f(»r years past, 
and when I see some of our supposed Whigs joining them : can this 
long endure ? My defensive speech, I have reason to bt^lieve, did me 
and my ^nily no discredit^ and I think it will do none to my memory. 
The Blouse was niuch surpnsed with the ability, clearness, judgm^t, 
and power with which the Duke of Wellington spoke. 

*' The King ])arted with me in a very kind and affectionate manner. 
The piece of magnificent plate which he has presented to me upon 
parting, will, I think, very much please you ; and it is certainly a very 
valuable fisonily posaeBslon.'* " 



> 17 Hansard, 450. the King placed In It; and bon die foUowing 

* Tbis consisted of a tankard of silver inscription v-; 
gilt, it* Ud having an " acceeaion medal " of 

"Tlie Gift of His Mi^csty King Oioboe IV 
to Ub highly-valued and exceltellt Fliond 
JoHK Karl of Ei.dos, 
Lord High Chamcbllok o? En'gland, 
npoii hit nUrlqg Ihan UtOOdal DntlM in laST.** 



Tlw l»7 of the cHe in wUdk it ttood WM fat tnio Loid EUoali lund 
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In his high hop© at ihe outset of the new Government, that 
its duration would be very short, and that he himself would 
speedily be restored to office, he wrote to Lady Frances : — 

**I think ix)litical enmity runs higher, and waxes warmer, than I 
ever knew it. God bless us all ! — to think of our Priuic Minister's 
principal supporters in tho House of Commons being Burdett and 
Brou«;ham ! Surely such things can't remain long. I still think that 
the Minister must either fall, or borne up by the Lans<lowne party. 
That, however, seems very small, as one looks at them when con- 
gregated in the House of Lords. Think of Lord King sitting among the 
rashops I I am afraid that that Bench, as to some of them, do 
tikemMlves no credit." 

He was right as to the duration of the Goveniment, for the 
hand of death was upon its chief ; but his own official career 
had terminated for ever. He ought to have been contented, 
however, as he had held the Great Seal longer than any Chan- 
cellor, clerical or lay, since the Norman Conquest.*' 

It is unaccountable that on his final retirement there was no 
address to him from the Bar, by whom generally he was very 
much respected and beloved, although some members of the 
body, particularly among the Tories, were niiioh dissatisfied 
with the stingy manner in which he had distributed professional 
honours among them.'' 

The Masters in Chancery, all of whom he had appointed, 
sent him a touching address, to which he returned the follow* 
ing answer > 

« May 7tii, 1827. 

" Lord Eldon has received with great satisfaction the letter which 
the Masters in Chancery have been pleased to address to him. 

" He reflects with great pleasure upon the fact, that he has given to 
the public the benefit of the serrioes of all these gentlemen. 
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• I myself never felt personally aggrieved, 
although be had refused me a silk gown when 
1 bad been for years leading the Oxford CMr- 
eait in "stuff." There were zealous political 
•dlMraata,«DAflfT«a penoiua oomwctfont cf 



hlB own, who, from as strong claims being as 
Uttle •ttsndsd to, tvers very Utter •gatmt 
him. I was included in a batch of King's 
Counsel made by the new Chancellor, which, 
with one Moeptton, was mpposed to ineliide 
all, whatovtT their politics, who had a fair 
claim to this distinction. Mr. Deuman was 
still pnteribed; but Jnstlee wn kmd after 
done to him thn»ugh the firmness of the T>Tike 
of Wellington, who is entitled to our grati- 
tnde for gallantly ghrtag good advice lo fte 
Sovereign csweli as for toadinfonr anatas to 
vie lory. 
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" Separated from them, as being ho longer in a judicial situation, he 
trusts that he may carry with him in retirement their good opinions ; 
and be assures fhem that» in what remains to him of life, he shall meat 
anxiously promote, as far as he can, thdr honour and wel&re." 

I may here likewise appropriately mention a grand dimier 
afterwards given to him in London by tbo Northern juue 22, 
Circuit, whioh was attended not only by the existing 
membezs of that distinguished body, but by contemporaries of 
Jack Soott, who, having been initiated in its mysteries, had 
long left the Bar. All were eager to do honour to their ilhis- 
trioiis gnest, and he was as merry and as boyish as he had been 
when assisting to play off tricks on Jack Lee and Jenuuy Bos- 
well half a century before.** 



CHAPTEB CCVIIL 

OONTIKITATIO^ OF THE LEFB OF LOBD ELDON TUX THE PAf 

BELL TO BEPEAL THE TEST ACT. 

"VVe are again to view Lord Eldon in the trying situation of 
an ex-Chancellor, in which my heroes have differed ^ 
much more than in office, — ^where they were almost 
all alike engrossed by the common objects of retaining power, 
and doing as mnch good to their country as was consistent 
with their own ease and aggrandisement. It would have been 
very delightful to me if I could have recorded that this, the 
last of my series, taking Lord Somers for his model, had now 
devoted himself to literature and science, — and had eclipsed 

A I bate heard many amnsing anecdotes of (late a Jadge of King's Bench) ; "Sir Jamei 

the Mjiogi and doings at this memorable Parlce" (now a Baron of the Ezcbeqaer); 

m e ctf pg; but the Court sat /or<bii« dausit, "Hon. O. Lamb" (late Under Secretary of 

and I am not at lilxjrty to diticlose them. State) ; • Raine " (late a Welsh Judge) ; 

From the records of the Circuit it appears "Brougham" (my noble and learned friend 

that the fbllowlng late or present members the Lord Brongliam and Vanx) ; " Ponock" 

attended :—" Earl of Clarendon" (the late (now Chief Baron of the Kxchequer); 

Earl, who was at the Bar when a ycmiiger "WiUiama" (late a Judge of the Queen'a 

brother) Lord Auckland" (now First Lord Bench); ••Aldersoo" (now a Baron of the 

of the Admiralty) ; "Sir NicholiLs Tii .1 1" Exchequer") ;" Cultman " (now a Judge of the 

(late Chief Justice of Ciommon Pleas); " Sir Common Pleas) ; " J'atteson " (now a Judge 

Jubn Beckett" (Ute lf.P. for Leeds); "Sir of (he Qaeen's Bench) ; "Oreaswen" (now a 

James Allan Park" (l:itc a Jadge of Oonuwm Judge of the Common Pleas); "Wight- 

Fteaa) ; " Sir John HuUock" (late a Banm of nan " (now a Judge of the Queen's Bench) 
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his great judicial icputntion bv reforming the laws and im- 
proving the institutions of his country. Jt really might have 
been expected, that the pupil of Moises, and the brother of 
Sir William Scott, would eagerly return to a perusal of the 
dassics, when duty no longer required him to poro over the 
interminable tomes of Equity Beports; and that although 
hitherto — his eyes being dazzled by the bright beam of royal 
favour — he had been blind to the faults of the sy.stem over 
which he had presided, he would at last d tinctly see them 
in all their deformity, and would struggle to remove them. 
But, alas ! he had for ever lost all taste fur anv readiiiir mure 
recondite than the newspapers, — complaining even that iiow- 
a-days they are too bulky, and presume to discuss subjects 
which should be left to pamphlets and reviews." Instead of 
framing a reformation of Chancery procedure, to be known by 
posterity under the title of ^'Lord Eldon*s Equity Jeo&ils 
Act," he gave himself no further trouble in carrying out Ae 
JReport of the Chancery Commission ; and though he had been * 
driven by pre*5STire from without to show it some countenance, 
he probably thou^hr tliat Its suggestions were dangerous inno- 
vations, which, in their rcmute consequences, might lead to 
the subversion of the monarch v. 

When the " Advertisements " in the '* Timics " had been ex- 
hausted, I am afraid that he had no resource except coimting 
over the money in his chest — and receiving gossiping visits from 
a few old professional friends, who flattered him with reminis^ 
cences of his former greatness, and censures of the proceedings 
of his successor. The listless day appeared dreadfully long to 
him, and ho must often have been impatient fur the hour of 
dinner, wlicn he could soothe his inaction with a bottle of 
*' Newcastle Port.'* 

But the full misery of idleness, awaiting a mere lawj^er in 
retirement, was not experienced by him till after the formation 
of the Duke of Wellington's Groyernment, in the beginning of 
the following year — when he considered himself abandoned by 
all his political associates, and he certainly knew that he never 
was again to be in office. 

For the present he was excited by the hope of seeing the 
usurpers of power turned adrift, and of assisting in that 
occupation in which ho tuok such pleasure and liad often, 
displayed such skill — the formation of a " downright Tory 
Government." 

He foigot all he had suffered in giving up the Great Seal 
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when he heard the Bake of Wellington's explanadon — ^w]iich 
was very damaging to Mr. Cuming,* — and ho was thrown into 
raptures by Lord Qrey's tremendous attack upon that Minister 
which soon followed, although a considerable section of the 
AVhigs were supporting him/ Hating all coalitions, he tlnjnght 
that there was little danger of a coalition between these leaders, 
for Lord Grey on this very uecasion had renewed his pledge to 
support Catholic Emancipation, and had assigned the promise 
of the new Chief to postpone it — with the appointment of a 
professing Anti-Catholic Chancellor — as strong reasons for 
withholding confidence from the present Government ; bat he 
hoped that without oonneri there would be co-operation between 
them, and, knowing the King's increased dislike to the early 
friends," he anticipated that in the course of a few months the 
true old genuine Tories would he in possession of undivided 
empire. 

He was made more sanguine when Mr. Canning's foreign 
policy, particularly with respect to Portugal, was eondemned 
hp' these opposite leaders ; and still more so when, by their 
fltmiultaneous though independent efforts, the Government bill 
for a relaxation of the com laws, which had passed the House 
of Commons, was defeated in the House of Lords.* 

The only alloy to these joys was, that the Dissenters' Mar- 
riage Bill again coming up from the Commons, — although the 
ex-(Jhancellor abused very handsomely t])e measure itself and 
the Bishops who supported it — upon a division there was now 
a majority in its favour,'' and it actually went through a com- 
mittee; but, the prorogation being at hand, the Government 

• 17 Hansard, 454. very unfavourable opinion of Mr. Conning 

r Ibid. 720. This is said to have made the and his measures ; but it is well knowu that 

80 an(^, that be aetnalty wrote be gronnded that opinfon upon bis belief tbat 

a letltT to the King, a-skiuK a p< t'rage that be the manner in which Mr. Caniiinp huA acted 

mi^t oome and answer it» and tbat it waa would tend to retard the accomplishment of 

■etflUalUr fbe lapse of eeveivl daye fliat Oitholte Emancipation and other neoeaaary 

UaflrieBdiCflllld drive bim frcni this purpos<>. reforms. Hence he thought that he could 

t If BiHManl, 984, 1217, 12&8.— 1 regret not support an Administration of which be 

Wf nmeh tiiat, tn a note wM di I carelessly bad ronned tble Judgment, and Btlll leaa eoald 

^ipcnded to my Life of I.onl N'orlhinixtou he enter into any alliance with those who 

(Vol. VI. p. 333|}— in comparing Lord Kock* were as deeply pledged against CalboUe 

itighom's flrat Admltristration in 1TM to Mr. Emancipation u Lord EKkai bfmeelf^I 

Canning*! Administration In 1827, I used could hardly he supjioswd, by any one who 

'fyfl* from which it might be supposed knows me, to intend to cast any reflectitdi 

ttat I repreeented the Dnke of WcHlngUm on the honoar or cooslitenty of Lord Grey^ 

and I/>rd Grey acting against Mr. Canning haYlog focnerty been proud of bim as my 

in conoeri, with a view to turn bim ouL poUtlMl dilef, iDd now Teneratlng hia 



Lord Orey, retaining all faU own hl^ prin* 
€i|ii«i did (I tUnk emoaoagly) cspiMi a bgitoM. IT Hoiiud. 14M. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



102 



LORD ELDON. 



CUAF. CCVIU. 



agreed that, for tae purpose of reoeiving some aiaendmeiite, it 

should stiiiid over tiU another session. 

Parliament being prorogued by Lord rhancellor Lyndhnrat, 
Lord cx-( 'hnnccllor Eldon immediately retreated to Encombei 
— the hall of ^vhich wa« no lorigor crowded by King's messen- 
gers, carrving Cabinet boxes — by breathless aj)pli cants for 
injunctions and commissions of bankruptcy — by royal visitors 
to concert measures for Protestant ascendency — nor by parsons 
with twelve children, coming in quest of livings. The tran- 
quillity of the place, which in former yacations would have 
seemed so desirable, was now felt by Lord Eldon, like the 
tameness of the surrounding animals b^^ Kobinson Crusoe, as 
" awfuL" But while, in the terms of an mdictment for murder, 
he " languishing did live," the newspaper of the 10th of Au- 
gust unexpectedly brought liim the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of the Prime Minister. 

His strong jiolitical feelings were instantly rekindled within 
him, and, in imagination, he was constructing u new Cabinet. 
He expected to he immediately sent for to London ; but no 
summons was received. He then became alarmed that the 
Whigs were to enter through the door opened to them by 
Loid Lansdowne, but was greatly comforted by hearing of 
an ammgement which he was sure could not last, and which 
must ere long make way for the true Tories — that Lord 
Goderich (now Karl of Pipon) should bo placed at the head 
of the Treasury, without any real accession of strength in the 
Cabinet. 

He was a good deal disgusted, however, by an occurrence 
which immediately followed— the Duke of Wellington con- 
senting to resume the office of Commander-in-Chief, which 
he had indignantly refused to hold under Mr. Canning. The 
ez-Chancellor thus betrayed his uneasy thoughts to Lord 
Enoombe : — 

•*You have seen that the Duke of Wellin«;ton, now ])o<)r Cannlnc: is 
dead, has taken the command of the army. He holds that this connects 
him no more with Ministers than if he took the command of the Hone 
Guards, as I hear. Iliia is not inconsistent, though It will teem to the 
]mblic to he so, when it may be said, ' If it does not connect him with 
Ministers, why did lie not keep it imder Minister Canning?' I happen 
to know that there is a very satisfaotoiy difference betweeu those two 
cases. I wish that I was as sure that it does not oonneot him xnth 
• Ministers. I am sure he thinks it does not; for an honestor man does 

not lim But—I say no more. " 
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He felt 80 uncomfortable m Ids suspicions of tlie Dnke not 
being quite steady in his opposition to the existing semi- 
libenil Administration, that be wrote to him on the subject, 
and received the following explanation, wbicb did not by any 
means quiat bis apprehensions 

"Strethfieldsaye^ Sept. Ist, 1827. 

*' My dbab Lobd Eldok, 

" I am very much ohliged to you for yoor letter ; and as T had not 
heard from you on the subject of that one which I had desired Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset to show you, I intended to w rite to you. I certainly 
thought and wished that tiiere should he no mistake in regard to the 
principle on which i accepted the oflfice of CommaDder-m-GUef, and to 
the relation in which its acceptance would place me to the ]>o]itic8 of the 
Government. In regard to the acceptance of the office itself, I had de- 
clared myself in public as well as in private, and in writing to his 
Uajesty and to his late Mmister ; and I had likewise declared in Parlia- 
ment the relation in which 1 should stand to the potitios of the Gtorem- 
nicnt. With these dedaratioDs before them, the King and his Minister 
called upon me to give my service, on the ground of the public interests 
requiring it ; and, in accepting, I have again declared my principle. I 
may have placed myself too high, and, like others, fall from the mfficult 
position which I have assumed. But this is quite clear, viz. that 1 have 
* assumed that position ; and there 1 will remain as long as I can do say 
gpod in it. 

I am not astonished that the friends of the Administration should 
consider tills arrangement as a great gain. In one sense it is so. If, on 

the one hand, the Administration have no claim npon my services out 

of my profession, I, on the other, can be of no counsel or party against 
them ; and they are certain that one great branch of the service will be 
conducted according to their wishes.** 

Labouring under a groundless belief that Lord Groderioh's 

Administration might be durable, so as to endanger the 
Church, and destioy his own prospects of returning to office, 
he despatched the following letter to his grandson; — 

" Though I am perfectly satisfied that, in the present circumstances 
of the country, the Duke of Wellington could not refuse to accept the 
command of the army — and though he is not in the Cabinet, and dis- 
approves, I believe, thoroughly the formation of an Administmtion com- 
posed of persons of such opposite public principles, that, if they are 
all honest in their jirofessed o]iinions, they never could agree in any 
interesting public matter, — yet that acceptance cannot but be, I think, 
a strong prop to the Administration, as the present Opposition cannot 
posribly, I think, have the benefit of hfs counsel and advice against the 
Administration, if they choose to adopt measures which he may think 
ought not to be adopted, but which the Commander-in-Chief may he 
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oVjliired to exeoate. Besides dii^ all experience proves, that when in- 
dividuals come frequently into comjiaiiy and contact with each other, 
they soon like each other better than they did before ; they sot ten as to 
their differences ; and the oil and vinegar begin to lose their repugnant 
propertiefl, and to amalgamate with each other as if tiiey were anb- 
atanoea of the same nature. Amoncr those who, towards the end of the 
session, were the determined friends of Wellington, Feel, and P^ldon, 
the opinions, as to W.'s acceptance, are various. iSonie think he ouglit 
not to have accepted, — some, that he ought, — some, that he should have 
made conditiona, — and some, that he ahould have told hia Maj<^ 
plainly, that he must change his Administration, and take the late 
Ministers, and that upon tliat condition only he would command the 
army. This last opinion, I am sure, is wrong ; for I have seen enough 
of the feelings of the people of this country to be sure that they will 
have their King (let them ever so heartily dialike meaaures) talked to 
as a King, — that they will not bear any person's dictating to him, — 
that they will not endure a Sovereign over their Sovereign, — and, parti- 
cularly, that they would never endure a person's holding such language 
to the King, whom they would consider as a military man, confiding in 
the attachment of the army to him ; which army he, as a good subject, 
should, by every proper means in his power, endeavour to attach to the 
Sovereign. After all, though 1 think he could not refuse to accept, 
because the country has not another man in it fit to command the army, 
I think the acceptance, though unavoidable in my opinion, will never* 
thdeas be the cause of much that, with my principles, I shall have to 
lament. The members of the motley Administration and their ad- 
herents think they have gained a vast advantage. So much as to the 
salus puhlica." 

When November oame round, and, according; to tbe usage of 
near sixty years, lie ought to have celebrated tlie "Morrow of 
All Souls " in Westminster Hall, it seemed most strange to him 
to find himself still in the countr}'' ; and he was evidently much 
depressed, although he tried to put a good face upon it by 
writing to his friends ; — " The loneliness of the place is far from 
being an object of distaste to me. We are now here already 
gome days Deyond the day to whioli m any fonner year we 



coin's Inn Hall, among the lawyers."' 

He came to London a few days after Christmas, bastening his 
journey on account of mraourR of a dissolution of the Ministry. 
He went, with some, by the name of the Stormy Petrel,*' 

t In thto letter be Is •wry seveie vpon bte ridp at •eventsr^flnee li m ftwUib a boeliieei^ 

old friend, poor Sir Anthony Hart, who had that perhaps hf> thonght it most advisiibie to 
eooepted the Irish Great Seal without con- be silent" But be himself would not have 
rattbog Um, end for whom he makes this been at all eony to commence a new Oban- 
•sonie: *'Iiidsed» fwinmsiic l in a Chsncdioiw calloiriilpwlMnooiiikieirably abofve thataiSb 



conld remain here. 
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being supposed to delight in Kuch cunvulsions. Thu uewspa- 
pen seem to have prognosticated a comiug cliaage from Im 
appeanmoe, and to have somewhat misrepresentt^d his pixxseed- 
ing8,— as we leam from the following paragraph in a letter to 
Lady Frances : — 

" I believe the world here are now pretty well satisfied that I have 
not oome here for the sole pnipose of intrigue, cabal, and holding con- 
claves for }x>litical purposes, the Ministerial [|)apers] having:, wlien they 
stated rue to have political meetings in Hamilton Place, unluckily 
brought company together of many who have not been in town." 

Various attempts liaving been made in vain to strengthen 
the Administration, Lord Goderich lost courage alto- ^ 
gether; and,— not yentnring to meet Parliament, — 
on the 8th of January, 1828, he resigned. The same day, the 
Duke of Wellington, whose confidence in himself a« a debater 
had-been greatly increased by several excellent speeches he had 
made while in Opposition, agreed to be First Minister, and was 
formally authorised by the King to lay before him the lint of a 
new Administration. This was joyful news for our ex-Chan- 
cellor, who believed that he had mainly contributed to bring 
things to this pass, and who expected, from the Duke of \\ el- 
lington's inexperience in civil aifairs and great reliance npon 
him, to become more poweifnl than he had ever been nnder 
Lord LiverpooL But dreadful disappointment was in store for 
him, and he was about to suffer more severe mortification than 
at any period of his life. 

At first all seemed to go emoothly. The Duke wrote to 
him a very civil note, announcing the commission lie had re- 
ceived, and actually called upon him in Hamilton Place. 
Lord Eldon tlien expressed his readiness to lesnme th(5 
Great Seal if tliis should be wished, — although if they had 
any one else to hold it (which he no donbt thought impossible) 
he did not set np a oilaim to it— but he clearly and distinctly 
intimated his desire to be included in the arrangement, and 
to fill a Cabinet office. There seems to have been some em- 
barrassment in the manner of the Duke, who talked much 
of the difficulties in which he was involved from the pre- 
tensions of conflicting claimants. They parted without fai-ther 
ozplanation. 

From that hour he knew nothing of what was going on till 
about a fortnight after, when ho saw in the newspapere a list 
of ihe new Ministry, beginning thus : — 

** Chancellor, Lord Lyndiiurst.** 
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The only other offices which he could have filled, the Presi- 
dentship of the Council and the Privy Seal, were, according 
to this record, to be held by Lord Bathnrst and Lord Ellen- 
borough, — and his own name was no where to be found or 
alluded ta I must own that, considering his age, the riches 
and honours already heaped upon him, and the danger of his 
ohstiiicting any liberal mea.sures which the pro^^ess of public 
opinion might render necessary, they would have been fully 
justified in respeotl'nlly declining his offer of future official 
soi'vice; but nothing can justify or palliate the neglect with 
which he was treat^. As might be expected, he was in a 
furious and he was not at all sparing in Ihe epithets he 
bestowed upon the new Cabinet collectively, and upon the 
individuals who were to compose it.'' Li a subdued tone he 
wrote to his daughter : — 

" You will observe Dudley, Hiiskisson, Grant. Palmerston, 
and Lyndhurst (five) were all Canitiiigiti's, with whom the re>t 
were three weeks ago in most violent contest and o])po8ition. 
These things are to me quite marvellous. How they are all 
to deal with each other s conduct as to the late treaty with 
Turkey and the NaYarino battle, is impossible to conjecture. 
As the first-fruits of this amuun^ement, the Corporation of 
London have agreed to petition Parliament to repeal the laws 
which affect Diienters." 

His revilings and threatenings getting abroad, and influential 
peers of the old school havini^ expressed an opinion that they 
were all insulted in his i)erson, some alarm, and perhaps some 
remorse, aiose in the breasts of his old colleni^ies. 

Mr. Peel tried to soothe him by the following epistle : — 

"Whitehall Gardens, Jan. 26tli, 1828, 
Saturday night. 

** My dear Lord Eldon 

" It was not until this day that my appointment to the oflfice of Uome 
Secretary of State was completed by my taking the oaths in Council. 

** My first aot is to express to you my deep regret, that any ciroum- 
stances should have occurred, carrying with them the remotest appear- 
ance of a spparafinn from you in public life. All the impressions of 
atfectionattf re;iar(l and esteem for you, derived from long and un- 
reserved intercourse, are much too deeply engraven on my mind to be 
ever eflfooed or weakened. 



k I do not find him ypt making any per- expected to be so cast off bjr Um OH thtt 
cotial cumplaint of his "Young Master;" return of bis party to power. 
Imt, whan he Kodvcd 1iMTAiiKkBD,he Uttto 
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** I am grateful to you for the uniform kindness 1 have experienced 
fifom you from my first entrance into public life, proud of having pos- 
sessed your confidence, and most anxious to retain, without leferenoe 

to politics, your personal f^ood-will and esteem, 

**My return to public life has been no source of grjitifi cation to me. 
In common with the Duke of Wellington, hitherto at least, I have had 
nothing to contemplate but painful sacrifices, so far as private feelings 
are concerned. 

** For the last ten days, except when I was comp^Ih'd to disregard 
the commands of my physician, 1 have been confined to the house. I 
hope, however, to be able to call on you very soon. It shall be the 
first visit I pay. 

** With the sincerest prayer for your health, and that every comfort 
and happiness may attend you, 

" Believe me, my dear Lord Eldon, 

** With true esteem and affection, most faithfully yours, 

" KoBEBT Peel. 

«* The Right Hon. the Earl of Eldon, &c. &c. &c." 

The Poke of Wellington likewise had on affecting interview 
with him. Of this we have an interesting account in the fiol- 
lowing letters to his daughter : — 

**Jan. 30th, 1828. (Wednesday.) 

"My DEAREST Fan, 

The day after the D. of W. received his Majesty's commands to 

form an Administration, he sent me a note inforniing me of that event, 
and telling me that he would wait \\\>ou me. I sent an answer, saying, 
that if he would name any time for my waiting upon him on that or 
any other day, I should do so. However, on Friday, I think a fortnight 
1^ last Friday, he called upon mo, and after he had sat down some 
time, he proceeded to stato the «lifriculties lie found himself involved 
in, from the various conilicting claimants to olTico, — and being sure tliat 
I could not be mistaken in what tliis was to lead to, I told him that, as 
I bought he was coming to make mention of the Chancellorriiip, I 
desired him not to consider me as a conflicting claimant for that office — 
that if they had any proper person to fill it, it was obvious, from whnt 
I said \\\>on the resignation of it, that I could have nothing to do v)ith 
thai office (indeed, no serious oiler, after that, could be made of it}. No 
offer, therefore, was made to me of it, and the Duke left me withoat 
more said, excqpt something of repetition as to his difficulties about con- 
iUoting claims geoefally.* From the moment of his quitting me^ to the 



I b' lieve that at the time when the Puke T^jnidhurst should continne to hold the Gn^at 
was first commiMioned to form a Goveni- Seal, a stroDg wi»b to this effect having been 
ment,UlMd been dBfinlttTOiyi6ttled that Lwi exproaMd bj the KiD% hlnuelti 
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eppeaianoe in the papers of all the appointmeDts, T never saw his Grace. 
1 had no communication with him, either personally, by note, letter, by 
message thvouj^h any other j>ersou, or in any manner whatever — and lor 
the whole fortnight, I heard no more of the matter than you did at 
Crorfey— eome of my old colleagues in ofQoe (and much oblig^ to me too) 
passing my door constantly on their way to Apsley House untboat 
caliin'j; upon mo. Indeed, no one of them called upon me, except on 
the last day but one before tlic settlement was in the pai)ers ; but after 
all was settled, Melville called upon me ; but, upon this subject, his lips 
Mrere not opened* In the mean time rumour was abroad that I had 
refused aU office ; and this was most industriously circulated, when it 
was found there was, as there really does ai>poar to me to have been, 
very iireat dissatisfaction among very important persons on my account, 
as neither included in office, nor at all, not in the least, consulted. 
Rumour again stated that I was too obstinate a Tory to be consulted or 
included. Rumour again stated that the interferoioe of a lady had 
interposed her all-influentif^l veto. However, there was a degree of dis- 
content and anger arac>Dg persons of consequence, which, I suppose, work- 
ing together with its having been somehow communiciited that I was much 
hurt at tiiis sort of treatment, brought the 1). of W. to me a^in — and 
the object of his visit seemed to be to account for all this. He stated 
in substance that he had found it impracticable to make any such 
Administration as he was sure I would be satisfied with ; and, therefore, 
he thought he should only be giving me unnecessary trouble in coming 
near me, or to that effect. I observed, that I supposed that be had not 
found out tills impracticability at the time he came to me about the 
Chancellorship ; if he had, that visit w^ould have l>een only a visit of 
' unnecessary trouble.' That with respect to its being impracticable to 
form an Administration that I should be satisfied with, I knew no 
reason, founded on any former conduct of mine, which should have led 
him to conclude that I should ui^ im[n-acticabilities ; and that, at any 
rate, it would have Ixen not too much to exjiect, that, dnring a whole 
fortnight, I should [not , have been left ignorant of what was going on, 
and that J was not to suppose that in tiiat I had any concern" — that 
though I should have been gratified if an offer had been made to me of 
the Presidentship of the Council, I did not know that T should have 
accepted it, and that 1 was sure that, if the offer had been made, and 
accompanied with an intimation that my accepting it would embarrass 
them wilii respect to any other person, I would not have accepted it. 
He mentioned, as a probable proof that I would not have fallen into his 
views as to the Administration, that he doubted that T did not approve 
it as formed. 1 told him he was right there, and that I thought it 

a (1 must not put the word in a letter, to a lady, or any body) a 

bad one. We conversed together till, as it seemed to me, we both 
became a good deal affected ; he mentioned some things that he pro* 
oied to my aooeptance as propitiatoiy—not of much conseqnenoe— an 



* Slolnflrii^ 
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to which I told him I would consider of it ; for I can do nothing whidi 
can authorise the public to think that I can deem any thing that could 
be proj^)Osed as comiiensating lor niidosorved ney;lect. 1 think T have 
given correctly the substance of what has passed — the very words it is 
impossible to give. I found it likely that they were not going to restore 
Wetherell to the Attorney- General ship, which he resiojned nobly when 
we resi;j:ned, and by w^hich step he has lost the Vice-Chancellorship. 
The 1). has sent me word thiit, as he understood that I wished that 
Wetherell should be restored to that oHice, he is re-appointed. 1 am 
satisfied that with the country all this has raised me, sod as I don't 
want oflBce, I care not about not having it. Lord Bftthurst has, at 
lenaith, been also with me, protestiniz; in the most stroni^ terms nuainst 
any intention of disresjxjct, and expressive of the greatest coiictrn that 
any part of their proceedings should have hurt me. 1 have not the 
least doubt that they have heard from some, if not from many, re> 
monstrance upon the seeming, if not real, ill treatment of me, and that 
there is at least somethint:; like contrition on that account. With 
res|)ect to the part I have begun to take and to pursue in rarlianient, it 
does not become me to appear angry or discontented, or to thwart the 
measures of Government, by treating the Administration, as I think of 
it, as not a desirable one, at a time when I thiidc, as 1 avowed last 
night in the House of Lords, that a person sincerely anxious for his 
country must feel it to be his bounden duty to interpose nothing that 
can delay for a moment the most active measures to secure the peace of 
Europe, likely to be interrupted by the occurrences witii the Sultan, 
and which jwAa/w may be secured, if the present moment is employed 
for that purpose, instead of being loFt in a sort of war at home about 
places and offices.'* 

"(February 2nd, 1828.) 

" All the newspapers seem to be employed in representing to the pnb» 

lie, that I, in a conversation with the Duke, when he waited upon me, 
spontancouisly waived all office and all sort of consultation about pnltlic 
arrangements or matters. JSothing c:in be so utterly false — there is not 
even the semblance of troth in it — ^but, there having been a great deal 
of pabMc feeling upon this subject, the imderlings of Administmtion 
have resorted to these means of quieting it. They begin in the papers 
devoted to Government and in its pay, and the matter is cojtied into 
other papers. I don't tiiiuk that what has passed has done me any 
barm. I have been Tery busy in receiving and returning the calls of 
many very respectable persons, and in receiving and answering the let- 
ters of others nf tlie same class of persons. I think tliose who liave treated 
me witli apparent disres[x?ct are very sorry for it, and as nuicii (at hdst) 
liurt about it as I have been. What is the real reason for what has hap- 

Cied, I know not, and it probably neither is, nor ever will be, avowed. A 
J probably has had something to do with it. At the same time there 
may Iv something in the Duke's saying that .some of my opinions had 
something to do with this, for nobody can read the late speeches of Lord 
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Palmcrston and Ycsey Fitzt^erald without being apprehensive that most 
dangerous concessions are about to be thou'^ht of to tlie Catholics, such 
as, sliortly and surely, will shake the I'ouudationa of the Protestant 

" I don't know w lietlicr I told you that Princess Lieven asked me, ai 
the Duchess of Kent's, why I was not a Minister. An impertinent in- 
terrogatory ! She asked me for a sincere. answer. 1 told her 1 would 
give her a sincere answer. My answer was, * I don*t know why I was 
not a Minister I ' *' 

« • 4> • * # • 

"It is not becatise oflice was not offered me that I coniy^lain — it is 
because those with whom I h;i(l so lonir acted and served did not, can- 
didly and unreservedly, explain themselves and their difficulties to me. 
And they were not mine adversaries that did me this dishonoor, hot 
mine own familiar friends, with whom 1 had, for so many years^ taken 
sweet ooimsel together." 

Ho now considered himself ill-used, not only by his old 
colleagues, but in a higher quarter. I must admit that he 
oonsideiably oTerrated his services there ; for he really seems 
to have thought that George IT. was indebted for his crown 

to Lord Eldon, instead of Lord Mdon being indebted for the 

Great Seal to George IV. 

That he should not have been ea<^erly recalled to be 
" Keeper of tho Royal Conscience," when this step seemed so 
easy and so natural, he could not onmprehend. Daily and 
hourly he had ex]iected a .snimnons to Windsor during the 
formation of the Ministry ; but when he found that the King, 
without making any oommnnioation to him, had consented to 
his being entirely excluded from the Cabinet, he exclaimed 
" Put not your tnist in princes.'* 

He was too loyal, however, publicly to show his resent- 
inent ; and if he was no longer to be squeezed in the royal 
embrace, and to bo bedewed with tears of affection from royal 
eyes, he was dcterniined to pass befoie his IMajesty in the 
crowd of a A^ie^^, and to make him a bi)W. We have, from his 
own pen, the following subdued but touching account of iuar 
reception :■. — , ' ' 

" Friday (March 28th, 1828). 

*' I went to the levee yesterday — form requiring that ceremony at the 
iifBt lev^ after quitting oflSce. The multitude there was very great j — 
the King, 1 thought, ^d not look well— he could not, or did not» stand 

up to receive his corujKiny, hut each person passed him sitting in a great 
cluur \ and, as it appeared to me, the ceremony between him and 99 out 



Digitized by Google 



A.D 1828. CONDEMNS MEASQKES OF THE GOVERNMENT. Ill 



of 100 of tiie company was no more than their merely bowing their 
heads to him as they passed, and he in return bowing his head to them. 
Tt came to my turn to pass. I thought he appeared a little of wliat I 
ahoiild call, for want of a better word, 'flustered.;' — he could not, I 
think, see that I was approaching him till I was close to him. When I 
made my bow, he held out his fauand to me^ and shook hands witii me, 
and said, * My Lord, fresh air seems to have done you a great deal of 
good.' I tlien moved on, and that was all that passed with me at that 
moment or afterwards. In due time, Encombe, who was to be intro- 
duced, and who was most gaily and handsomely dressed, but had been 
by the multitude well squeezed, to the detriment and injury of his laced 
ruflSes, and whom the pressure of the company had made not a little 
hot, arrived towards the Kiuiz;, and the Marquis of Winchester havmg 
announced him, he kissed hands, and was moving off, when the King, 
recollectin$; him, as he was withdrawing ^\nth his face towards his Ma- 
jesty as the usaiieis, nodded to him, with apparent earnestness, and, as 
well as 1 could hear, asked very kindly how he was, and obviously 
meant to show him attention and kindness. And so ends my account 
of the ceremonials of the day, upon which I forbear comment. 

However, lie, by degrees, reconciled himself to his fate ; and 

when he saw some of the measures which the new Government 
brought forward or supported, he derived some comfort from 
finding that he was at full liberty to offer them a determined 
opposition. 

He was first horrified by the news, which for a long time 
he declared he could not beUeve, that Lord John Bnssell 
having brought a bill into the House of Commons to repeal 

the Test Act, Mr. Peel, after a slight show of resistance, had 
declared his readiness to agree to it, provided that, in the 
place of takiiiG; the Kacrament according to the rites of the 
Church of England, there should — for the safety of the Church 
— be substituted a iMrUiration "which might bo made by Dis- 
senters and Komau Catholics as well as by Churchmen.*' 
There was only one division on the bill in the House of Com- 
mons, when there appeared a majority of 45 in its fimmr,' and, ' 
the JMaratkm being very properly agreed to, it passed through 
the Lower House without difficulty. In a state of constema- 
tion and despair. Lord Eldon thus wrote {especting its ap- 
piroaGh to the House of Lords : — 

"(April, 1828.) 

" I 8up}>ose the Dissenters' Bill will pass the Commons to-day,'' and 
be brought up to the House of Lords, where, 1 presume, we shall not 
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debate it till after the holidsye. We, who oppose, ahall he in bat a 

wretched minority, though the individuals who com]K)se it will, as to 
several, I tbiiik, be of the most respectable class of Peers : but the Ad- 
ministration have — to their sliame be it said — got the Archibishops and 
most of the Bishops to supjjort this revolutionary bill. I voted as long 
ago as in the years, I think, 1787, 1789, and 1790, against a simito 
measure ; Lord North and Pitt opposing it as destructive of the Church 
Establishment — Dr. Priestley, a dissenting minister, then asserting;, that 
he had laid a train of gim]X)wder under the Church, which would blow 
it up ; and Dr. Price, another dissenting minister, blessing God that he 
oould depart in peaoe, as the rerolution in France would lead hera to 
the destruction of all union between Church and State. The young 
men and lads in the House of Commons are too young to remember these 
tilings. From 1791) to lfc>27, many and various Lave been the attempts 
to relieve the Catholics ; but through those thirty-seven years nobody 
has thought^ and evinced that thou^t, of proposing such a bill as this 
in Parliament^ as necessary, orfit^ as between the Clunch and the Dis- 
Acnters. Canning, last year, positively declared that he would oppose it 
ultogether." 

^* (April, 1828.) 
* # • ♦ • ♦ ♦ 

The Dissenters* Bill is to he debated in the House of Lords on the 

17th — we, who oppose, shall fight respectably and honourably ; hut 
victory cannot be ours. All the Whig Lords will be against us : as Go- 
vernment began in the Commons by opposition, and then ran away like 
a parcel of cowards, I suppose Government also will be against ns 
but what is most calamitous of all is, that the Archbishops and several 
Bishops are also against us. What they can mean, they best know, 
for nobody else can tell — and, sooner or later. — perhaps in this very 
» year — almost certainly in the next, — the concessions to the Dissenters 
must be followed by the like concessions to the Boman Catholics. That 
seems unavoidable, thou^, at present, tiie policy is to conceal tiiis addi- 
tional purpose. But I must weary you on thi9 fnbject.'' 

"Saturday, April 12th, 1828. 

" We, as we think ourselves, sincere friends of the Church of England, 
mean to fight, as well as we can, on Thursday next, against this most 
shameful bill in favour of the Dissenters, which has been sent up to US 
fVom the Commons — a bill which Peel's declaration in the llonse, as to 
the probability of its passing in the Lords, has made it impossible to re- 
sist with effect. As the bill is constructed, it operates not merely for 
Protestant Dissenters ; but, unless the languid of it can be materially 
altered in the Lords' House, it appears to me to be equally favourable 
to Roman Catholics, Deists, Tnfidels, Turks, Atheists. How the Bishops 
can have overlooked its extensive and deplorable etfects, is to me the 
most strange thing possible. If the Lords won't, at least, alter it, which 
I don't believe they will, I don't see how, if the Commons aet oonsiK- 
tently witl^ themselves. Sir F. Biirdett can fail in his motion on Uie 
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29th, in favour of the lioman C'atholics. The state of minds and feel- 
ing? in the Tory jmrt, and arifltocratical pait, of the friendfi of Liver- 
pooPs Administration, is, at present, excessively feverish, and they sup* 
port Miiiiste:s l)ecause they know not where to look for others. lt*8 
obvious that the Ministers who were Canniug's followers, to use a vulg^ 
phrase, ' rule the roast,' or at least have too much iutiuence." 

In the debate on the second reading of the bill, Lord Eldon 
animadverted very strongly on the conduct of Ministers in the 
other House, who had acquiesced in the bill, although they 
pretended to disapprove of it ; but he said " he should peifoi m 
his duty by acting on his own conscientious conviction, even 
if there should be a majority of both Houses against him. 
Much as he had heaid 6£ the ' march of mind,' he did not 
believe that the march could have been so rapid as to induce 
some of the changes of opinion which he had witnessed within 
the last year. The preamble recited that the bill was * expe' 
dienty* — a term resorted to when nothing else could be said in 
defence of a bad measure. But their Lordships must not be 
satisfied with the bare assertion of the supposed exjyediency. 
Eepealing the laws for safeguard of the Church could not be 
the way to preserve it. The proposed declaration was no secu- 
rity ; it mi^ht even be made by a Jew or an infidel. The 
Sacramental Act, though often assailed, had remained ever 
since the reign of Charles II., and the annual indemnity took 
away all its harshness. The obnoxious act did not interfere 
with the rights of conscience, as it did not compel any man to 
take the sacrament according to the rites of the Church of 
England, and only deprived him of office if he did not. The 
proposed enactment, he was prepared to show, would eudanger 
the Established Church. A (question was put, ' AN hy pass 
Annual Indemnity Acts rather than sweep away the test?' 
But the indemnity Acts were a recognition of its necessity. 
He had voted against* such a bill berore some of their Lord- 
ships now supporting it were bom; and he might say the 
same of some of the Bight Beverend Prelates who wera so 
strangely showing their attachment to the Church. The last 
time the question was agitated in the House of Commons was 
in 1790, when there was a majority of 187 ap^inst it. Nothing 
had occuiTed since to make it less mischievous. Hife prayer 
to God was, that the individuals who supported it miglit 
find that, as thev intended no mischief to the Church, no 
mischief had ensued. Giving them credit for sincerity, he 
claimed a similar allowance for himself when he soleinnly 
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said, as lie then did from his heart and soul, not content." 
The Duke of Wellington followed, handling the noUe and 

learaed Lord rather roughly, and defending the mefusure with 
admirablo good sense. The second reading was carried with> 

out a division/ 

However, Lord Eldon, on a subsequent day, opposed the 
motion for going into a committee on the bilL In answer to 
the objection t£it sneh tests were degrading, **he reminded 
fheir Lordships that his Majesty was obhged to tdke.the 

sacrament before he b^an to exercise the royal functions. 
He entreated those who were the guardians of the Chnroh 

to pause before they allowed her to bo stripped of these safe- 
guards by whicli she had been so long protected, lest those 
miseries from which she had been so happily rescued should 
return, in which case they would have to look again to the 
restoration of the Constitution such as it was established in 
the reign of Oharlea IL, and look perhaps for such restoration 
in yain." 

In the committee he had a very sharp altercation with 
Bloomfield (then Bishop of Chester, afterwards tremslated to 

London), who, pointing out the inconsistency of some of his 
amendments, was recommended by him " to attend to his own 
inconsistency, and not gratuitously to tender advice to others." 

Lord Eldon's main amendment was to exclude Roman 
Catholics from the benefit of the bill, by inserting in the de- 
claration, *' I am a Protestant." 

Being now aooused by Lord Ly ndhmst, the new GhaaoeUor, 
of exercising his talents, his zeal, and his infiuenoe nuschie- 
Yonsly in opposing this bill," he said, " I trust I haye too long 
engaged the attention of noble lords in this House, not to re- 
ceive from them a patient hearing, while I reply to such 
a charge, coming from such a place, and such an authority. I 
have served my country to the best of my abilities ; I have 
endeavoured to bo a useful servant to mv Sovereisni, and if I 
am now engaged in anything calculated to be mischievous to the 
interests of the public, I pray to God that I may be forgiven ; 
— ^bnt I solemnly declare my belief, that I can never be en- 
gaged in anything so mischievous as the forwarding of this mea- 
sure. I4km well aware of Uie fote of the amendment which I 
now propose : but such is my conviction of the evil conse- 
quences of tliis bill, in its present form, tliat, if I stand alone, 
I will go below the bar and give my vote against it ; and were 
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I oalled upon this night to render my account before Heaven, 
I would go with the ooiuaoling renM)tio& that I hAve never 
advocated anything nUsckievous to my country. I cast hack the 
imputation which has been eonght to be thrown npon my 
conduct^ by the noble and learned Lord on the woolsack, with 
all the Bcom of a man who feels himself injured." 

The amendment was neg-atived by 117 to 55. But so eager 
was he for it, that he renewed it on the thii'd reading of the 
hill, when the contkn is were 52, not contents 1 54. Still he 
entered on the Joumals a violent protest against the bill, in 
which he was joined by the Ihike of Cimiberland and nine 
other peers.' 

He soon forgave Lord Lyndhurst, bat he oontinned highly 
incensed against the Bishops, from whom he had expected 
better things. Affcer the bill had passed, he thus wrote to his 
daughter: — 

"lam hurt, distressed, and fklagued, liy ^athas lately been passing 
in the House of Lords. I hope reflifiction may enable me, but I fear I 
camiot reasonably hope that it ever will, to accoTint rationally for the 
conductor the Bishops. It is not rationally accounting for it to sav that 
they were afraid that something worse would happen if they did not 
agree to this measure ; fear and tunidity produce, m state matters, the 
very oonsequenoes which they are alarmed about. In T harles I.'s time, 
Mr. Hyde, afterwards Lord Clarendon, expressed his astonishment to 
the virtuous Falkland, that he could give a jiarticular vote against the 
Church. The answer was, in the very language of this day, ' Indulge 
the enemieB of the Chuich in this vote, and Ihey will ask no more.* 
8noh is the very talk, the foolish talk, of this day. The historian ob- 
serves, that after this was granted, every thing more was asked that 
could 1)0 asked ; and though Falkland had also said that the friends of 
the Establishment would successfully oppose every thing more that was 
asked, they dmrst not venture opposition to aey one further demand o^ 
the diiscontented. History is written for our instruction ; but we may 
as well not trouble ourselves with reading the pages of history. • » ♦ ♦ 
1 have fought like a lion, but my talons have been cut off. 

The bill is, in my poor judgment, as bad, as mischievous, and as 
revolutionaiy as the most oaptions Dissenter coald wish it to be." 

Were ho now alive, he would be obliged to acknowledge 
that by the repeal of the Test Act we have got rid of the 
desecration of the most solemn rite of our religion,— -fi^eedom 
of oonscience has been proteeted, — and the Ghnioh of England 
bas become more popnlar and more seonre than at any time 
since the Befoimation. 

• is Bvmud, uts-ifis; IS Hi. as, i€e, ua. 
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As soon as this measure was oarried, all the world acknow- 
ledged the Duke of Wellington's sagacity in declining the offer 
of Loid Eldon to return to office ; for if that sturdy adherent 

to ancient prejudices had been Lord Chancellor or President 
of the Conneil, the Government mnst either have been speedily 
dissolved by internal dissensions, or overthrown by a vain re- 
sistance to the popular voice. 



CHAPTEB CCIX. 

CUNTlJiUATlON OF THE LIFK OF LORD KLDON TILL THE PASSING OF THE 

CATHOLIC RELIEF BILL. 

The Duke of Wellington's next move was highly agreeable 
to Lord Eldon, but it must now be regretted by all stanch 
Aj> 1828. Conservatives, for it oertainl)- led to the Kefonn 
Bill. Had he consented to the transfer of the for- 
feited franchise of East Ketford to Manchester, — with an inti- 
mation that the riglit of sending members to Parliament would 
gradually be taken Ikjiu the decayed boroughs and vested in 
the great unrcpi esented manufactuiing towns, — he might have 
continued at the head of affairs for many yeais, to carry this 
plan into effect But, now making a stand against all change 
in the representatiTe system, he threw himsdf upon the ex- 
clusive support of the high Tory party, \vithout being able to 
satisfy them ; and, being driven to yield Catholic Emancipation, 
ho fell, — to make way for eleven years of Whig rule, and 
measures of innovation which might otherwise have been 
postponed for a century. 

The first effect of this error was the resignation of Mr. 
Huskisson, Lord l^abnerston, Lord Dudley, and Mr, W. 
Lamb, — afterwards himself Prime Minister. Lord Eldon was 
well pleased to see the Cabinet purged of some of those whom 
he considered its most dangerous members, — ^but he propheti- 
cally wrote to his daughter, in conununicating this intelli- 
gence, — '* The ]\Iinister will have great difficulties to struggle 
with. The Whigs, the Canningites, and the lluskissonites 
will join and be very strong. With the exception of Lord 
Lonsdale, the great Toiy parliamentaiy lords are not propi 
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tiated by the new arrangementB, and many of them will either 

be neuter or adverse." 

Soon after, be found himself associated (and for the last 
timej with his old Tory colleagues in resisting the claims of 
the Koiiian Catholics. The question being again brought 
forward, in the hope that, from the spirit displayed in the 
late debates on the Test Act, it might even pass the House of 
Lords, the Ptotestant champion's oonrage rose as the danger 
thickened, and he defended what he called the " bulwarks of 
the Church" with increased energy. He said "he would 
hazard the risk of being again taken for an * almauack-makerj 
when he had Lord l^acon to share the honour with him ; " — 
and having given a history of the penal statutes, he thus con- 
tinned : " A noble lord has alluded to the necessary rejection 
of the Duke of 2sorfolk, on account of his faith, should he pre- 
sent himself in that House, to assume the right of his ancestors. 
With respect to myself, individually, I can only say, that a 
more painful duty than that su^ested could not, by possibilily, 
have been imposed upon me while 1 had the honour to preside 
upon the woolsack. But if the Sovereign himself had appeared 
here, without having previously taken the oaths, and made 
the declaration against transulistantiation, as required by law, 
1 should have been constrained to inform him tliat he was ipso 
fii'-fo incapacitated from discharging the constitutional duties 
of King. Touching the coronation oath, I will say that if, in 
this Protestant state— for such the Acts of Parliament wamnt 
me in calling it — his Majesty should think that, consistently 
with his duty, he could not give his consent to bills for the 
relief of the Roman Catholics, he would be under as solemn an 
obligation as any man could ever be placed under, to refuse 
that consent, altliough those bills should have passed both 
Houses."' He had the tieeting satisfaction of finding the 
motion rejected by a majority of 181 to 137." But this was 
the last divisicm in either House of Parliament against our 
Boman Catholic fellow-subjects. 

The vessel of state being at this time on the Conservative 
tack« Lord Eldon entertained a sanguine hope, although he 
had been cruelly thrown overboard,— that, stru^ling m the 
waters, he might be picked up by his old messmates. 

While such meditations were passing through his mind, he 
was much excitt*d by a message horn his *' Young Master,'* 
who had hitherto wholly neglected hiiu since his resignation, 
» 1» Haimni, I2t9. " Xb. 1294. . 
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iutimatang that he should call upon him as a Mend." He 
no doubt thought ftll his influence in the royal closet was 
about to 1)0 Tevived, but he came away grievously disap- 
pointed. Having told his daughter that he had a convosation 
of some length with the King, he adds : ''It had, however, no 
matter in it, but civil speeches and professions of friendship 
and regard ; hut no icorcl to iwcount for xchat I dont think very con- 
sistent with such speedies and professions. So much fur tliat which 
I mention, because it is not unlikely that the ]>a])er.s may make 
mention of my visit, with many conjectures and guesses what 
it could be about." 

His hopes were nearly extinguished Jbj a slight whioli he 
soon after experienced, and to which he thus refers : — The 
King gives a grand dinner on the 12th [of August] at Windsor 
Castle. He has not, as one of his guests, invited a peraon 
of whom I can be bold enough to say tliat the King is more 
indebted to him thau he is to any other subject he ever had 
in a civil de]>artnieMt,"— adding, by way of showing a little 
modesty, the old expression, " 'though I say it, who should 
not say it.' " 

In the following month he was thrown into absolute despair 
by a rumour that the Earl of Westmoreland, who had becoi 
omitted in the original formation of the Ministry, was now to 
have an office. " If this appointment of Westmoreland talses 
place," says he, " Lord Eldon seema to be the only person in 
our Cabinet, formerly working with the present Minister, 
totally set aside. These things naturally make London very 
disagreeable and irksome to me. You mention a j^ernon you 
have seen at \\'<3rthing very shy as to talking politics. That 
forms a sample of the uncomfortably cold treatment one meets 
with from persons, all over attachment and love, as it were, 
some little time ago. I love grumbling here in solitude, when 
my own mind happens to turn to the contemplation of these 
things — at least I prefer it to having that grumbling called 
forth in every street where one meets an old political brother 
workman." * 

A rumour was soon after spread, that he was actually about 
to re-enter the (^abinet. To this he refers in the following 
letter to his brolher-in-law, Mr. Surtees : — 

** I hear nothinof from town, except what T knew there is no founda- 
tion whatever for, viz. — that it is reported that I am to come into 

> Utiv to Iiotd Siowtii. SepL laia. 
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oflSce : — mean, reported in town, for, except tbat I learn from London 
oonespondeiice tiiat it is so rei^orted, 1 have beard nulhing respecting 
any such matter. Indeed, if any such offer was made, tliere is mucli to 
be explained before I would dve any answer. That no such oflfer will 
be mskde I am an certain as 1 can be of anything that I do nut |X)sitively 
know,— and I am ao beoauae I tbink I can't be mistaken when 1 believe 
that the inflexibility of my opinions respecting the Catholic claims was» 
with those who are not inflexible as to tliose clainif?, the reason, or at 
least one of the reasons, that produced that silence towards me, wbicli 
took place on the change of Administration, and it remains very well 
known to be tbe fact that that inJkxtbUityeanmd he shaken," 

I doubt not that he would have proved — 

" The man resolv'd, and steady to his trust, 
IMearfUe to in. uid otettnatdy Jart.** 

Bat be "was evidently most cruelly mortified in waiting in vain 
for an attempt to be made npon bis virtue. 

He was further distnrbea by hearing, that, in oompliance 
with a recommendation of the House of Commons, Mr. Peel 
bad issued two commissions with a view to juridical improve- 
ment, — one to examine " the Procedure of the Coui-ts of Com- 
mon Law," and the other " the Tenure and Transfer of Real 
Property," — more particularly when he was told that at the 
head of the latter comrai.ssion was placed a W hig who had 
lately received a Hilk gown from Lord liyndhurst.' — He con- 
sidered such proceedings as unsettling the foundations of all 
law, and as subversive of all principle. 

But a much more immediate danger now threatened the 
State from Mr. O'Connell's election for the County of Clare. 
With the political prescience which certainly belonged to Lord 
Eldon, he thought that ^linisters would speedily give up fur- 
ther opposition to the Catholic claims, and thus he wrote : — 

''Nothing is talked of now, which interests any body the least in the 
world, except the election of Mr. O'Connell, and the mischief that it 
will produce among debaters in the House of Commons, and the 
more serious mischief it will, in all human probability, excite in Ireland. 
As OX>omieU will not, though elected, be allowed to take his seat in the 
House of Commons, unless he will take the oaths, &c. (and that he 
won't do, unless he can get absolution), his rejection from the Commons 
may excite rebellion in Ireland. At all events, this business must brinp; 
the Roman Catholic question, which has been so often discussed, to a 
crisis and a conclusion. Tbe nature of tbat oondnsUm I doii*t think 
likely to be favourable to Protestantism. 
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0*CoimeU'8 pvooeediogB in Ireland, which yoall see in the papers, 

and the supposed or real ambignity which marked the D. of W.'s 

speech, have led to a very gcnernl ]->ersuasion, that Ministry intend, or 
at least that the Duke intends, next session, to emancipate the Koman 
Catholics, as he has the Dissenters ; and the world is uneasy.'* 

"T look on the Boman Catholic question as, hit by bit, here a little 

and there a little, to be ultimately, and at no distant day, carried. I 
have no conception that even Oxford will stnigi^le etfectually ai^ainst 
the great Church interests which will patronise that question, and those 
who support it in Parliament.** ■ 

The only kindred spirit that ho found was the Bnke of 
Newcastle, whose letter to Lord Kenyon against any con- 
cession to the Catholics pleased liim much, lie says, — 

" It is well worth readini^. He must expect, that whilst many people 
will admire his spirit, and think his observations very just, multitudes 
of Radicals and Liberals will abuse him unsparingly ; whilst the friends 
and foes of Ministers will praise him and blame him with all seal and 
earnestness. He is a fellow, at all events, of food sfnrit, aad no fiinchw 
— he speaks out most boldly. Whatever one party may think of him 
as a politician, no party can refuse to him the character of a most ex- 
cellent and virtuous man in private life. If, in these times, it is a 
fault to be mndi attached to uie Established Church, as some seem to 
think, he is certainly as much attached as any hody living to it. 
Whether he will i)ersuade his countrymen to rally round that Church, 
as he desires to persuade them, is another matter. T, who think that 
the State is as nmch aimed at by the enemies of the Church as the 
Chnrch itself, am afhdd that his countrymen have been so long fast 
asleep, that it will be no easy matter to awaken them." 

He went to Enocimbe in the antomn, and oontinued there 
several montlis, lamenting the evil times which he had lived 
to see. One of his lett^ji-s, in this interval, to Lord StoweUy 
states very forcibly and plausibly the objection to the removal 
of Boman Gatholio disabilities : — 

'<lf, as the Liberals say, religious opmions ought to have no in- 
fluence on the exercise of politicw power, why should the Sovereign's 

professing the Koman Catholic relifrion, or marrying: a Koman CathoUc 
princess, be, as by law it is, a forfeiture of the crown? If this be a just 
principle, how can opposition to restoring to the Koman Catholics that 
establishment which formerly belonged to them and their priesthood be 
justified ? If, on the other hand, you say that religious opinions ovght 
to have such influence where the rcH;j:ious opinions may lead |)orsons 
to do what is wrong ; still, if making both Houses of Parliament replete 

a LbMms to U4]r FnmoM. 
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with Homan Catholics (nothing reli«jioua opinions withstandinj:) would 
not kad them to do wrong, why is it to be ta/cm for granttd that a 
King, being of the same religious persuasion as his Parliament, will do 
wrong? The project of emancipation seems to me to be founded on 
assumptions which, if just, render much which was done in 1088, and 
the Act of Settlement on the Princess JSophia and the heirs of her body 
heing Froteskints, — the forfeitare of the crown by conversion or mar- 
riage, — altogetherunjust ; and that, if the Ministers of the down advise 
his Majesty to consent to emanciimtion as it is asked, they advise him 
to give his assent to a libel on his title to the throne." 

But he was summoned from solitaiy leveries to repel what 

he considered a deadly assault upon the Church, led 
on by the Duke of Wellington and Mr. Peel. These 
chiefs, it is believed, had become convinced, ever sinoe the 
Clare electi(jn in the precodinc; .summer, of the necessity of 
Catholic emancipation for the safety of the empire ; but it was 
quite impossible that they could >vith any propriety make 
known their altered views till they had gained the King's 
consent to the measure, and Parliament was about to assemble. 
After much difficulty the King's written consent to it^ signed 
with his own hand, was given, — and on the first day ci the 
new session these thrilling words were spoken by Lord 
Chancellor Lyndhurst to the two Houses of Parliament: 
" His ^lajesty recommends tliat you should teke into your 
deliberate consideration the whole condition of Ireland, and 

THAT YOU SHOULD REVIEW THE LAWS WHICH IMPOSb: CIVIL DISABI- 
LITIES OX HIS MajivSiy's Ko.aian Caiholic SUaJKCTS."* 

Lord Eldon lost no time in expressing his high disap- 
probation of the intentions thus annonnced. In the course 
of a long and animated speech, in opposition to the Addiess, 
he said, — 

** I should betray my duty to my fellow-subjects, and to the principle 
of Protestantism as established at the Itevolntion — which it now apj^ears 
was oondncted by Ingots in ieli<;ion and politics (yonr Lordships will 

also permit me to say, there may hr Jn'f/ofs in ] il^n-'.th'fy aud laacityy—^ 
I do not protest against the proix)sed measure — if I do not raise my 
voice loudly and earnestly against it. Since the Bill of I^ights, no 
measnre so impr«rtant has been submitted to Parliament by the ruling 
anthority in tho state. The barriers of our ConstitiUioii then estaUidied 
nre to 1^ broken down, and the law, the reliuion, and the liberty of the 
countr}' are to be subverted. But, if the people u ili rouse themselves, 
a hope still remains, and it shall not be my fault if they are not made 
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conscious of the dangers which gaRound them. If I had a voice that 
would sound to the remotest comer of the empire, I would re-cclio the 
principle, that if ever a Roman Catholic is ]">ermitted to form part of the 
legislature of this country, or to hold any of the great executive offices 
of tiie (joverament, from that moment thb sun or Gbbat Bbitain 
I8**BET FOE EVER. [A laugh.] My opinions may he received with 
contempt and derision — oppruhrium maybe heaped u\um their author — 
but they shall not be stilled ; and whatever calamities may befall the 
nation, it shall be known that there was one Englishman who boldly 
strove to avert them.** ^ 

There was no amendment moved to the Address — npon 
the understanding that eveiy one was to be at liberty, on 
reviewing the law\s wliich impose civil disjibilities upon the 
Roman Catholics, to contend that they oimrht to be continued 
without any relaxation ; and there was no tiial of istrength 
between the contending parties till Uie election for the Univer- 
eitj of Oxford — ^the result of which gave new spirit to tiie 
Anti-Caiiholics. When Mr. Peel chivalrously vacated his seat 
in the Honse of Commons as representative for this leai-ned 
body, it wag at first proposed, ont of compliment to the Pro- 
testant champion, to bring forward as a candidate his grand- 
son. Lord Encombe, who naturally and laudably inherited his 
opinions, and had made himself very much rcispected while 
resident an uuder-graduate. Lord Eldou thereupon wrote 
to him 

**T am told here that some well-^vishers had written to Oxford to 
think of you on the vacancy. This was entirely without my knowled.2;e ; 
for, though my warmest affections and best wishes will ever attend you, 
I should not liave thought that such a proposition, at your standing and 
time of life, would do in opposition to Mr. Peel (if anything would do 
in opposition to him), and it is very essential that the attempt to change 
iheir member at Oxford Bhould not fail. But infinite exerticnw of great 
men will be made for that purpose.** 

Hie young nobleman was gallautly ready to enter the lists, 
bmt, upon consideration, it was thought advisable to start an 
opponent to Mr. Peel of more experience and weight ; and Sir 
Robert Inglis was selected —a thorough Church-and-King poli- 
tician of the old school, who was universally beloved for his 
social qualities and genuine goodness of heart. This anange- 
ment could not be censured by Lord EkV)n — but it discon* 
certed him a little, and he wrote to iiib j^randjson 

b ao Hanianl. if. 
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*' I grieve that things have been so unluckily managed about Oxford. 
I <^uite approve of your oonaenting to be nominated ; I think you did 

quite right. But I am very anxious to stand acquitted of any inatten- 
tion to you. Since the idea was dismissed, I have been informed that 
people here thought of it, and now think that you might have succeeded, 
and that Sir R. I. will not. Tour statement and oonduot fuUy justify 
the conviction that» if you were ever in Parliamentt you would oppose in 
the House of Commons the present Catholic measures. They will com- 
mence again tliere alter Mr. P. for some place — Oxford or some other- 
is returned to Parliament." 

It is well known that Mr. Peel was defeated at Oxford, and 
was driven to take refuge iu Westbury. Lord Encombe waa 
soon after returned for Truro, and he represented that place 
tOl after the passing of the Beform Bill, suppoHing his grand- 
fitiher^s principles with mucli ateadiness and modesty. 

The prelimmary measure — to put down the Catliolic As 
sociation — passed through both Chambers very quietly. Lord 
Eldon could not well oiler it any opposition, although he knew 
to what it led ; but he would not vote for it, and he absented 
himself when it was discussed in the House of Lords. 

A war of petitions went on here for several weeks, while the 
Catholio Kelief Bill was depending in the Lower House. 
Lord Eldon was sapposed to have presented about a thousand 
against tibe measore, and in presenting them he made many 
tcjpeiecbm to explain and enforce the sentimentB of the peti- 
tioners. In these skirmishes he seems generally to have had 
Ui6 advantage, though somotimes (according to his own 
j)hra8e) *' his head was put into Chancery." One petition 
which he presented was from the Company of Tailors at 
Glasgow. Lord Lyndhurst (aside, in a stage whisper, while 
sitting on the woolsack) ; " What I do the tailors trouble them- 
selves about mushmtasmm f " Lord Eux>n : ** No wonder ; you 
can't suppose that tailors like tumcoiEts** [A laugh.] 

On another day, after presenting an immense number of 
petitions, he at last said, I now hold in my hand, m7 Lords, 
another which I do not know how to treat. It is a petition 
signed by a ^eat many ladies. T am not aware whether there 
be any precedent for admitting ladies as ])etitioner8 to your 
Lordships' House, but I will search the Journals, and see 
whether they have ever been prevented from remonstrating 
against measures which they consider injurious to the Con- 
stitution." Lord Emo : ** Will the noble and learned Earl 
inibnii the House, as it may materially influence your Lord- 
diipB* deoision, whether this petition expresses the sent!* 
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menis of yowig or <]i old ladies?** Lord Ecdost: **I cannot 
answer the noble Lord as to the exact age of these petitionerB ; 

but of this I am sure, that there are many women, both young 
and old, who possess more knowledge of the Constitution, and 
more common sense, than some descendants of Lord Chancel- 
lors." [A lau(jh.] 

Lord Ehlon havinj;^ on several occasions alluded to the 
inefficiency of oaths prescribed to Iloman Catholics as a secu- 
rity to the Church, Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst, after ably vin- 
dicating them from the charge of refusing or disregarding 
oaths, thus proceeded: *'The charge is not made in direct 
terms against the Roman Catholics ; but my noble and learned 
friend did insinuate that the Roman Catholics are unwilling to 
swear that they wiU support the Protestiint succession to the 
oi own of these realms. INIy T^ords, T deem it my impei-ative 
duty, considering the iihsidhxs iiiHimer in which these insinua- 
titjiis are thrown out day after day, not to suffer them to pass 
without notice. 1 maintain that the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land are ready to support the Constitution as strenuously «u» the 
Protestants ci Great Britain. It is on account of my confi- 
dence in them that I will, by eveiy means in my power, up- 
hold the measure which my noble and learned friend so loud^ 
condemiis." 

Lord Eldon, after answering at great length certain argu- 
ments of Lord Plunket, said, " I offer no answer, my Lords, 
to what has fallen from the noble and learned Lord on the 
woolsack. If that noble and learned Lord says that my 
honest opinions are uttered with an insidwiu: design, my cha- 
racter—known to my country for more than fifty years 
— ^18, I feel, more thaii sufficient to repel so unfounded a 
charge." * 

At last the bill was to be delivered, at the bar of the House 
of Lords, into the hands of Lord Lyndhuret. The messengers 
of the Commons recollected that while he sat amonj:; them he 
had strenuously op|)(x^cd the measure, and that lie had been 
made Chancellor as an Anti-Catholic, yet ihey knew that he 
had seen the error of his ways. Accordingly, instead of the 
scornful grins and dark scowls which had formerly been wit- 
nessed on similar occasions in Lord Eldon's time, there was 
now a reciprocation of nods, and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
as the purse with ithe Great Seal was rested on the bar, and 
tlie announcement was made, The Commons have paased a 

• so HtMaid, 1037—10:8. 
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bill to relieve his Majesty's Homan Catholic subjects from their 
civil disabilities, io "v^di they pray the ooncuirence of your 
Lordships." This message being gaily recited by the Cluai- 

cellor, on his return to the woolsack. Lord Eldon shook his 
head and looked melancholy, having the worst anticipations of 
the result. Kesolved, nevertheless, to do his duty, he opposed 
the first reading, although he did not divide upon it ; and he 
made a struggle for postponing tlie second reading to a dis 
tant day. lie was by no means satisfied with what ''agita- 
tion " had yet done to stir up resistance to the measure, and 
was highly indignant at what he considered the general 
apathy. Thus he addressed Lady Frances : — 

" The newspaperB seem all employed in endeavourinp; to rouse tlie 
comitry to ijetition against the Koman Catholic relief measures, aud the 
language those papero address to the public on this matter seems proof 
encmgh that the coimtrv curi s very little about the matt^. We fear 
there is a falling ofJ"in the Lords which will reduce the former majority. 
Some say, 'After what you have done for the Dissenters, the ropuMicans, 
we wou't vote against the Roman Catbolics, who are, at least, friends to 
monarchy :* other lords says, ' We can't contiuue for ever in a contest <si 
the kind we have been so long engaged in : and though some folks tell 
us that there is a gre^t Anti-Catholic fct ling in the peo]ile, we perodvc 
no signs of it ; and it looks as if, ere long, the great body, w ho belong 
to the Established Church, will wake some morning from their sleejt, 
and, hearii^ the news that the Boman Catholics &ve soooeeded, will 
dii^ioee of the matter with. Oh dear, who could have thought it ? "* ' 

When the debate on the second reading came on, there was 
a contest between Hie Chancellor and the ex-Chancellor, which 
should have the advantage of following the other. The 
former, being often personally appealed to by Anti-Catholic 
spealcera^ was forced up, and outdid the ability of his ad^ 
mirable speech on the other side, for which he was supposed 
to have been a good deal indebted to the pamphlet of Dr. 
Philjiotts. He now very boldly cliarg;od Lord Eldon with iii- 
consijittiity, in having agreed to several bills giving benefits to 
Roman Catholics when he was Attorney-General under Mr. 
Pitt ; and more particnlarly with having made such an outcry 
against the Whig Bill in 1807, to allow Boman Catholics to 
hold commissions in the army, and afterwards, when he held 
the Great Seal, cordially agreeing to the very same measure. 
He then hiid stress upon the £ftct that for a oentuiy after the 

4 Tbis ig domewlat lOn the prophecy fai dMtl Bwdce mom moiniog. luid find our 
•m icipi cf GtadasIL; **Wo fihMMtantt timtti all cot bf Hie tf^ptoli.*' 
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BefoimatioEi, and during five Ftotestant reigns, Roman Ci^ 
tholio peeiB had been aflowed to at and yote in that Hoiiae. 
Lord £ldon : Bid the noble and leamed Lord know that fiiot 
last year ? " Lord Lyndhuiist (with most enviable coolnefla) : 

I must own, my Lords, that I did not ; but I have since pro- 
secuted my studies. I have advanced in knowledge and in 
wisdom, and perhaps my noble and leamed friend might im- 
prove himself in the same way, and with the same result/' 

\\ hen Lord Eldon rose, he is said to have been much ex- 
hausted, and to have been suffering from a fit of the gout, but 
he still displayed spirit and eneigy. He retorted the charge 
of inconastenct/f showing the rapid ohangea of his accaaer micl«r 
Lord Liverpool, Mr. Caiming, and the Duke of Wellington. 
He added, — I ceased to call the noble and leamed Xiord on 
the woolsack * my noble and learned friend.' because he ac- 
oiised me of disingenuous insinuations and a designed mystifi- 
cation of the articles of the Union with Scotland — this the 
noble and leamed Lord did in langujige which I felt to be ex- 
tremely disrespectful. But, if the noble and leamed Lord can 
make up the difference between himself in the House of Com- 
mons and himself in this place respecting the present measure, 
I am ready to be reconoikd to him, and to forget all that has 
passed. I feel, in making these remarks, that there is a sort of 
mdeconim in such a dispute between a Chancellor and an ex- 
Chancellor, but I cannot refrain from expressing my astonish- 
ment that the noble and leamed Lord should attempt to show 
that he himself had been consvitent by preferring a charge of 
inconsistetici/ against me. I have read the speech of the Attor- 
ney-Geneml — not Sir Charles Wetherell, one of the most 
honest and independent men in the profession — but of the noble 
and leamed Lord now on the woolsack, Attorney-General in 
June last. From that speech I have drawn almost all the 
arguments I have used in defence of the Corporation and 
T^t Acts, and to prove the ruinous consequences of the con- 
cessions now proposed. Since then there is no change in the 
circumstances of the country, although there is a great change 
in the circumstances of the noble und leamed Lord. His sudden 
conversion may be sincere and disinterested, but surely ho is 
not the man to taunt me with incoimsterua/. Lajang my ac- 
count to encoimter obloquy while I was in office, I hoped to 
have escaped it when I retired into pri^ato life ; but I regret 
to find that it is still thought a pleasant thing in Parliament 
to have a dash at the ex-C£anoellor, This bimgs to my mmd 
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an anecdote whicli, thougli not perhaps T«rell suited to this 
serious question, I will, with the patience of the House, take 

the liberty to mention. I was once at Buxton with my vene- 
rable friend Lord Thnrlow, who went there for the benefit of 
the waters. I called on him one evening at the inn where he 
was residing, when he told me that he had heard there were 
six or eight persons in the house who meant to have a dash 
at the ex-Ghtoicellor in the bath the next morning. I asked 
him what course he intended to take, and Le replied prudently, 
* that he meant to keep ont of the way.' The misfortune is, I 
have not been able to keep out of the way of those who have 
been anxious to have a dash at me.** [Hear, and a laughP\ He 
then referred to the different concessions to the Catholics to 
which he had assented, showing how trifling they were, 

whereas the present sweeping measure was more monstrous 
than an^ Whig Government would have dared to propose.** • 
— ^He did not explain how he came to support the very mea- 
sure on which he had oontriyed to torn oot " AH thtf Tidents." 
—After three nights* debate the second reading was carried by 
a largo majority. 

In the committee Lord Eldon was Tery pathetic upon the 
clause which dispensed with the necessity of an oath from 
Roman Catholics, that tJie Pope has yw sjnntual jurkdiction xcithin 
this realm. " I beg your Lordships," said he, " to think indul- 
gently of me, who have sworn over and over again — ay, forty 
times — that his Majesty has the supremacy now denied to him ; 
— beg your Lordi&ips to think indulgently of me if I cannot 
presmne to take away a supremacy which has been recognised 
as an indisputable right of the Grown ever since the reign of 
Edward the Confessor. I cannot — will not — break the 
oath which I have taken." This reasoning was most undoubtedly 
fallacious, and Lord Eldon ought to have known that it was so. 
Lord Lyndhiirst strongly animadverted upon it, aTid intimated 
that Lord Lldon had been arguing against his better knt)W- 
ledge ; " Now, my Lords," continued he, " are we to be over- 
borne by the talent, the learning, and the name of the noble 
and learned Lord, who comes down here and deals with subjects 
of so much importance in this way ?" Lord Eldon : My 
Lords, the autiiorities would, I think, fully suppoi^ my reason- 
ing. I have now been twenty-nine years in this House, and 
have on all public questions spoken my opinions — sometimes 
peiliapB in language too strong — hut always with sincerity ; 

• 21 Hansard, 41— 3»«. 
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— ^and 1 have now to tell the noble and learned Lord on the 
woolsack that I have never borne down tiie House, and I will 
not now be borne down by him nor twenty such." ' 

The Duke of VV'ellingtou having moved the third reading of 

the bill, 

" Lord Eldon addressed the House, — probably, ho said, for the last 
time. After tive-aiid-twenty years of conscientious oi)})osilion to mea- 
sures like the present, he was anxious to take this final opportunity of 
Stating his opinion and the grounds of it. He assured the House that 
afW this bill should have passed, strong and deep-rooted as wero his 
objections to it, he should feel it his duty to endefivour, by every means 
in his power, to soothe down the agitation which it had created, to let 
his countrymcQ know that it was their duty to obey the laws, however 
they might have been opposed to them while in their progress through 
Parliament. It Wiis not his desire— God forbid ! —to add in any way 
whatever to the agitation which ho knew existed in the country, to an 
extent at whicli he was affrighted. He woul<l l>c satisfied to pass the 
remainder of his days in retirement from public life— satisfied that 
during the many years in which he bsd been engaged in public hfe he' 
had endeavoured to do his duty, and that he had done it sincerely and 
consciontion^ly in opposing the present bill. During a long course of 
years lie liad considered the nature and tendency of such a bill as this 
with all the attention in his power ; and though he admitted that con- 
sisteooy in error was one of the greatest blots which could attach to the 
character of a statesman, — ^andti^oagh he should he ashamed to claim 
credit for consistency in any opinion if he could for an instant see that 
it was one which he could not justify, — yet, with every disjx)sition to 
discover the error in his opinion, if error there was, he had considered 
this question over and over again in every possible point of view ; and 
after all that consideration, he would say tbat^ so help him God ! he 
would rather perish that moment than give his consent to tlie bill before 
their Lordships. He thought this bill the most dangerous that had ever 
been presented to the consideration of Parliament. Could it be a matter 
of pleasure or of comfort to Mm to stand in the situation he did, in 
opposition to the noble Duke and those other friends from whom he now 
differed so widely on this point? He owned it would have given him 
pleasure to supix>rt them, if he could have done so conscientiously." 

After reviewing, and insisting upon, the settlement made of 
the Constitution by the Kevcdution of ;nul the Act of 

Union with Scotland, and indicating his doubts respecting the 
fitness of the Irish disfi anchisement which was intended to ac- 
company this relief bill, he protested against the present mea- 
sure as fraught with min to the purest Chnzoh and l^e purest 
system of Christianity whioh the world had ever seen. Thus 
he conoluded, with much emotion : — 

r 31 Bauaid. 4«s-oi9^ 
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" I believe that I know something of the Catholic clerf^, and of their 
feelings towards our Protestant Church ; and though it is late in life 
for me to alter my opinion, I shoold be willing to think better of tbem 
if I cDtild. But I do declare, my Lords, that I wonld rather hear at 
this moment that to-morrow my existence was to cease — an illustrariou, 
however, which I put as of no great force, since 1 sLiould look ui>ou that 
event as any thing but an afQiction — than to awake to the reflection 
that I had ooneentS to an act which had stamped me as a violator of 
my solemn oath, a tiaitor to my Chnich, and a traitor to the Oonstitu* 
tionT' 

Kei^riheleBS, the third reading was carried by a majority 
of 218 to 109.< A strong protest against it, which Lord Eldon 
drew, was signed by him and many other peers. 

Nothing more coyld be done within the walls of Parliament ; 
but, in his zeal, he >va.s determined to act upon the doctrine he 
had proTniilg;ated — that the King, if he personally disapproved 
of the bill, ought to put his veto upon it, although it had 
parsed both Houses. Accordingly he had two audiences of 
George IV., — to present petitions praying that his Majesty 
wonld withhold the royal assent &om the rail, — and to advise . 
him to comply with this pmyer. The attempt was by no means 
a desperate one, for the King, notwithstanding his early prepos- 
aeasions in favour of the Koman Catholics, had of late }'ear8 
foimed a strong opinion against removing their disiibilities ; 
and, although he had given in writing a promise to 8upport 
this bill, he had been told that such a promise was contrary to 
his coronation oath, and wtus not binding. The ex-('hancellor 
alone thought that he could reject the bill on his ovra scniples, 
without the advice of responsible Ministers; but a plan was 
pointed ont to him for rejecting the bill constitntionsJly,— for 
he might dismiss his present Ministers, — call in others who had 
a due respect for the Protestant Establishment,— -and, saying Le 
Boi s'aviseray ho might dissolve Parliament; there might be 
a rebellion in Ireland, but the ' jNo Popery cry' was now so 
strong in Great Britain that he might safely rely upon a Pro- 
testant House of Commons being rctn7ned, who would save 
the Church, if the eni})ire should be dismembered. 

We have, from Lord Eldou's own pen, a very interesting 
account of these conferences. Of the first, which took place 
on the' 28th of March, and lasted fonr hours, he says, — His 
Mi^jeaty employed a Tory considerable portion of his time in 
atetixig all that he represented to haTe passed when Mr. Canning 
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was made Minister, and expressly stated that Mr. G. would 
never, and that he had engajged uiat he would never, allow 

him to be troubled abont the Homan Catholic question. He 
blamed all the Ministers who had retired upon O.'s appoint* 

ment ; represented, in substance, thtit their retirement, and 
not ho, had made C. Minister. lie excepted f^oni this blame, 
ill words, myself." — The memorandum, after using the freedom 
to question this representation respecting the appointment of 
Mr. Canning as Prime Minister, goes on with the giievances 
suflfered by his Majesty from the Duke of Wellington : — 

" That, at the time the Administration was formed, no reason was 
given him to su]ipose that any measures for the relief of the Roman 
CathoHcs were iuteiidcd or thought of by Ministers — that he had 
frequently himself suggested the afasolute necessity of putting down the 
Roman Catholic Association, of suspending the Habeas Corpus Aot^ to 
destroy the powers of the most seditious and rebellious proccedincrs of 
the members of it, and particularly at the timo that Lawless made his 
march, — that instead of followiug what he had so strongly recom* 
mended, afber some (the exact time I cannot recollect that he mentioned, 
bnt some) time, not a very luin; time, before the present session, he waa 
applied to to allow his Ministers to propose to him, as an united 
Cabinet, the ojiening the Parliament by seudiug such a message as his 
speech contained : — that, after much struggling against it, and after the 
measure had been strongly pressed upon him as of absolute necessity, be 
had consented that the Protestant members of his Cabinet, if they could 
so persuade themselves to act, might join in such a representation to 
him, but that he would not then, nor in his recommendation to Parlia- 
ment, pledge himself to any thinp. He repeatedly mentioned that he 
represented lo his Ministers we inmiite pain it gave him to consent even 
so far as that. * * * 

" He complained that he had never seen the bills — that the condition 
of Ireland had not been taken into consideration — that the Association 
Bill had been jtasaed through both Houses before he had seen it — that 
it was a very ineflBoient measure compared to those which he had, in 
vain, himself recommended — that the other proposed measures gave 
him the greatest possible pain and uneasiness — that he was in the state 
of a ]^rson with a pistol presented to his breast — that he liad notliing 
to fall back upon — that his Ministers had threatened (I think he said 
twice, at the time of my seeing him) to resign if the measures were not 
proceeded in, and that he had said to them * Go on,* when he knew not 
how to relieve himself from the state in which he was j)laced : — and 
that in one of those meetings, when resignation was threatened, he was 
urged to the sort of consent he gave, by what passed iu tlie interview 
between him and bis Mhiisters, till we interview and the talk had 
brought him into such a state, that he hardly knew what he was about, 
when he after ssveral houn^ said *Go on.'— He then repeatedly ex 
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pressed himaelf as in a state of the greatest misery, repeatedly saying, 
* What can 1 do ? I have nothing to fall hack upon : ' and inusing for 
aome time, and then again repeating the same expression. * * * 

*• In this day's audience his Majesty did not shdw me mrmy papers 
that he showed me m the second. — 1 collected, from what passed in the 
leoond, that bis consent to go on was in writings then shown to me. 
After a great deal of time spent " (still in the first interview), in which 
his Majesty was sometimes silent — apparently uneasy— occasionally 
stating his distress — the hard usage he had received — his wish to extri- 
cate himself, — that he had not what to look to — what to fall back upon 
—that he was miserable beyond what he could express, — I asked him 
whether his Majesty, so frequently thus expieBsing himself, meant either 
to etijoin me, or to forbid me, considering or trying whether any thing 
could found or arranged, upon which he could fall back. He said, 
' 1 neither enjoin you to do so, nor forbid you to do so ; but, for God's 
Mike, take care that I am not exposed to the humiliation of being again 
pheedin sucfli circumstances, that I must submit again to pray of my 
present Ministers that they will remain with me.' He appeared to 
me to be exceedingly miserable, and intimated that he would see me 
again. 

*'I was not sent for afterwards, but went on Thursday, the 9fh 
April, with more addresses. In the second interview, whioi began a 

little before two o'clock, the King repeatedly, and with some minutes 
interposed between his such repeated declarations, musing in silence in 
the interim, expressed his anguish, and pain, and misery, that the mea- 
sore bad ever been tiiought of, and as often declared tibat he had been 
most harshly and cruelly treated — that be had been treated as a man 
whose consent had hcvn asked with a pistol pointed to his breast, or 
as obliged, if he did not give it, to leap down from a tive-pair of 
stairs window. — What could he do? What had he to fall back 
upon? • • ♦ 

''Itdd him that his late Majesty, when he did not mean that a 
measure proj^osed to him should pass, expressed his determination in 
the most early stage of the business : — if it seemed to himself necessary 
to dissent, he asked no advice about dismissing his Ministers ; he made 
that his own act— he trusted to what he had to hope for from his sub- 
jects, who— when be had placed liimself in such circumstances, and pro- 
tected them from the violence of party, if party, meaning to be violent, 
should get uj)i'ermost— could not leave him unsupported : — that, on the 
other hand, there could not but be great diHiculties in finding persons 
wOlin^; to embark in oflBce, when matters had proceeded to the extent 
to which the prosant measures had been carried, — as was supposed and 
had been rppresented — a/tp'/uU esqalanation <^ihem to hia JUqjesty, and 
he had so far assented. 

** This le<i to his mentioning again what he had to say as to his 
assent. In the former Interview It had been represented that, after 
much conversation twice with his Ministers or .such as had oome down, 
he had said * Go on;' and upon the latter of thote two occasicnsy after 
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many hours &tigii6, and exhausted hy the fatigue of conversatioii, he 

had Mid ' Go on.' He now j^roduced two papers which he represented 
as copies of what he haA written to them, m ivhich he assents to their 
proceeding and 'joing on with the hill, adding certiiinly in each, as he 
read thein, very strong expressions of the pain and misery the pro- 
ceedings ^ave him. It struck me at the time that I should, if I had 
been in office, have felt considerable difficulty about going on aftw 
reading such exj^ressions ; but wliatever might be fair observation, as to 
giving, or not, effect to those expressions, I told his Mujcsf)/ if u-as imr' 
possible to maintain that his assent had noi been expres.scd, or to cure 
the evils which were consequential, — after the bill, in such circum- 
stances, had been read a second time, and in the Lords' House, with a 
majority of 105. This led him to mucli conversation uikju that fact, 
that he had, he said, been deserted by an aristocracy that had supported 
his father-^hat instead of forty-five against the measure, there were 
twice that number of peers for it — that every thing was revolutionary'^ 
every thing was tending to revolution — and the peers and the aristocracy 
were giving way to it. They (he said more than once or twice more) 
supported his father ; but see what they had done to him. 1 took the 
liberty to say that I agreed ihat matters were rapidly tending to revolu* 
tion — that I had long thought that this m c'usure of Catholic emancipi^ 
tion was meant to he and would crtainly be a step towards producing 
it — cliat it was avowed as such with the Radicals in 1724, 1725, and 
172(3 ; — that many of the Catholic Association were understood to have 
been engaged in all the transactions in Ireland in 1798— and what had 
they not been threatening to du if this ukasure was not carried, and 
even if it was carried? I'ut I thought it only just to some of the ytcers 
who voted tor the bill to sn|)]K*se that they had been led, or misled, tO 
believe that his Majesty had agreed and consented to it. 

« Ue then began to talk about the coronation oath. On that I could 
only repeat what I before said if his Majesty meant me to say anything 
upon the subject. Understanding that he did so wish, 1 rej.entcd that, 
as far as his oath was concerned, it was a matter between liim, God, and 
his conscience, whether givin*' his royal assent to this measure was 
'snpuurting, to the utmost of his power, the Protestant reformed reli- 
gion. That it was not my opinion, nor the opinions of the archbishops, 
bishops, or lay peers QtU ichidi h; witsf ki(Ov\ as well the opinions in 
favour of tlic measure as those against it), tliat were to Jiuido and govern 
him ; but he was to act according to his own conscientious view of the 
obligations under which such an oath placed him. 

** Little more passed — except occasional bursts of expression, — * Wha^ 
can I do? What can T now fall back upon? What can I fall back 
Ufwu? I am miseralile, wretched ; my situation is dreadful; nobody 
about me to advise with. If 1 do give my assent, PU go to the baths 
abroad, and from thence to Hanover ; 111 return no more to England-* 
I'll make no Roman Catholic pe ers I will not do what this bill wiU 
enable me to do — I'll return no more — let them get a Catholic king in 
Clarence.' 1 think he also mentioned bussex. ' The people will see 
that I did not wish this-* 
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** There were the strongest appearances certainly of misery, Ke, 
more than once, stopped my Icaviiiii; him. ^Vhell the time came that 
I was to go, he threw his arms ruuiid my neck and expressed great 
mtseiy. 1 left him about twenty minutes or a quarter before five. 

" I certainly thought, when 1 IdEt him, that he would ezpregs great 
difficulty, when the bill Wivs proposed for the royal assent (great, hut 
which would be overcome), about giving it. I fear that it seemed to be 
given as matter of course." 

Lord Eldon's hopes had been high, but when the commis- 
sion for giving the royal ansent to the bill came down to 
Windsor, the King had not the courage to refuse to sign it, — 
and, on the i;3th of April, — instead of Le lioi a'avisera,^' — the 
words were pronounced over it, " Le Roi le veut" — ^^ext day 
Lord Eldon wrote to his daughter 

"(Aprill4th, 1829.) 
" The fatal bill received the royal assent yesterday afternoon. After 
all I had heard in my visits, not a day's delay ! God bless us, and His 
Chuichl** 

He had the poor consolation of finding that the King had 
act^d contrary to his own strong inclination, and that he was 
mnoh enraged against his Ministers and their suppdrters. 

Soon a^r, Hie ex-Chancellor wrote to Lady Frances : — 

** I went to the levee in consequence of a communication that it was much 
desired that I should do so by the King. I was grieved that my visit was 
a visit of duty to a Sovereign whose supremacy is shared by that Italian 
priest, as Shakspearc calls the Pope. I'lit 1 heard that he much wished 
it, and I uhderstmd tliat it would be a relief if 1 would go. 1 was cer- 
tainly received with a very marked attention. 1 followed those who 
are in the high places of offioe, to whom one bow was made. When X 
was about to pass, expectii^ tiie same sli^t notice, he took me by the 
hand and shook it heartily, speaking with crrcat kindness. It was very 
much remarked that he showed to the late minority a degree of atten- 
tion not manifested to those who, I understand, he much complained of, 
as havinc; forced him to the late disastrous measure. I have been* told 
this luoniiiiLr, that, at his dimier, he expressed great pleasure at having 
had his friend Lord Kldon by the hand at his levee — * ♦ ♦ 

*'He is certainly very wretrlied about the late business. It is a pity 
he has not the comfort of being free from blame himself. The ladies 
to-day are swarming to the drawing-rom : bnt I don't go to-day, my 
visit of yestenlay bemg occasioned )^ particular drcumatanoes^ wMchl 
have mentioned." 



"The universal talk here is about tl e manner in which the King, at 
the leve'e, received the voters for the Catholics — most uncivilly — mark- 
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edly so towards the Lords spiritual, the Bishops who so voted, — and the 
civility with which he received the Anti-Catholic voters, particularly 
fhfi Bishop. It seems to l>e very general talk now, that his Ministers 
went much heyond what they should have said in Parliament as to his 

consent to the measure. Consent, however, he certainly did ; but with 
a language of reluctance, pain, and misery, which, if it had been repre- 
sented, would have prevented a gruit deal of that ratting which carried 
the measure. 

'i'he Duke of Cumberland dined with me yesterday. No company 
but Mamma and iiessy." 

The following is his last letter upon the subject, contaiiiiiig 
propbeoieB which I hope noTer will be verified : — 

"If your scrap, laudatory of your father, wliich came in your letter, 
is not returned in this, vou iiiav be assured it will Ix? returned in some 
other epistle. I fouglit as well as 1 could, but I am uot what I was ; 
and I never was what a statesman — an aocomplished statesman — ought 
to be. Indeed, a lawyer hardly can be both learned in his profession 
and accomplislied in ])olitical science. The country will feel — deeply 
feel — the evils arising t'roin this late measure. Not that thos(! evils will 
be felt in its immediate ellects. 'i huse in whose favour the measure 
has taken place are too wary — ^far too wary — to give an alarm immedi- 
ately ; but few years will pass before ito direful effects will be made 
manifest in the ruin of some of our most sacred, and most nverenoed, 
and most useful establishments." 

Had the measuTe heen carried as proposed by Afr. Pitt, in 

1801, at the time of the Union, it would have been eafo and 
efficaoious. The long delay certainly impaired its healing 

tendency, and rendered it dangerous by the example of suc- 
cessful a«i;itati(m : but we may vol hope to see Protestants 
and T?on\nn (Catholics enjoying e(^ual rights, and equally 
attacdied to the ( 'onstitution 

Those who diiler in opinion with Loid Eldon on the ques- 
tion of GatboHo Emancipation must respect the sincerity 
and admire the ener|^ with wbicb be opposed it. There is 
no ground for imputing to bim any fimatical attachment to 
Protestantism, or horror of Popery. He viewed it much more 
as a political than as a religious question, and his great object 
was to prevent power from passing into the liands of those 
who ho thought would abuse it. In tho fervoiir of his 
Anti-Catholic zeal, and when actually within hcaiing of the 
Bishops, he persisted in tho habit of profane swearing, to 
which he, along with most of his contemporaries, was addicted. 
In one of the debates on the Catholic question, " says Lord 
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Byron, '* when we were either equal or within oue (I forget 
which), I had bifen sent for in great haste to a ball, which I 
quitted, I confess, somewhat reluctantly, to emancipate five 
millions of people. I came in late, and did not go immediately 
into the body of tiie House, but stood just behind the wool- 
sack. Lord Eldon turned round, and catching my eye, im- 
mediately said to a peer who had come to him for a few 
minutes on the woolsack, as is the custom of his friends, 

* D n them ! they'll have it now ! By G— , the vote 

that is just come in will give it them ! ' 

The noble poet afterwards, in some lines which he wrote as 
a continuation of the " Devil's Walk," showed that he had taken 
a very un&Toiirable view of the ez-Ohancellor's feelings and 
Irishes on this subject : — 

" And he saw the tears in Eldon 'a eyes, 
BecaoM Um Catholics would not rise. 
In q^te of Us lean and Us prophcdfiii.'* 

But, in truth, I believe the noble and learned Lord was well 
pleased to find that his prophecies were fidsified. Thus he 
veiy good-humouredly refers to one of them : — 

" I don't know what state you are in, in London, but here, one should 
think that a second deluge has been ordained : and a tenant of mine, of 

a house in Kingston here, says, * It is all owing to tiie bill in favour of 

the Romans : * like unto what was reported of a maid-servant of Lady 
Goderich, who, coinj)lainin(: of wet weather, was informed by the ser- 
vant^ * Why, madam, you know that Lord Kldon said, if " the bill 
passed, thb sun of Gbb&t Britain was bet fob bvbb.* " * 

Meanwhile, he was the idol of the Anti-Catholic party 
throughout the T^^nited Kingdom. For his extraordinarj 
exertions in the cause, he received the freedom of Dublin 
Cork, Bristol, Exeter, and many other cities and corpora- 
tions ; many children were named after him hj pious parents; 
addresses were sent to him from bodies of the cleiigy, hailing 
him as the truest friend of the Church : a school was endowed 
at Vauxhall '* to commemorate his able, zealous, and constant 
defence of the Protestant reformed religion against ever}' 
innovation ; " and the " Eldon Law^ Scholarship " was found^ 
. by a munificent subscription in the University of Oxford. 

I am glad to relate that, by an administration of reciprocal 
flattery, the sharp disputes between the Chancellor and the 

h M<«)re'8 Life of Byron. 
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ex-Chancellor, ^vliicli had ansen during the discussions on tho 
Catholic Kelief Bill, were adjusted, and 'they were again 
designated the *' noble and learned friends ** of each o&er. 
Towaids the conclnsion of the session, during a debate on 
the bill for the appointment of an additional equity judge. 
Lord Lyndhurst said, Tery handsomely, — 

**I owe it to the noble and learned Lord to observe, that the same 
evil exists, to the same extent, in my time, as it existed in his. It is 

iiTi] ussible for me,-— notwithstanding the political differences which now 

divide us, — it is impossil)!*' for me, I say, havin<; once mentioned the 
name ol" that noble and learned Lord, not to add, that no man, sitting on 
the same bench which he so long tilled, and considering the nature of 
his decisione^ can refrain from admiring his profound sagacity, his great 
erudition, and his extraordinary attainments. It has been often said in 
the profession, thf>t no one ever doubted his decrees excej;t the noble and 
leanial Lord himself. 1 am sure, from the short o] portunity which I 
have had of judging of them, that none of his predecessors ever had a 
more complete command of the whole complicated system of equity than 
that noble and learned personap!;e. I therefore feel myself bound to say, 
that 1 do not ascribe the delays which liave taken place in the Court of 
Cliancery to the noble Earl, but to the system established in that Court. 
I say that there has never been sufficient power in the judge, to dispose 
of causes when ready for bearing, sIdco the first establimment of ib» 
Court of Ohanoery.'* 

Lord Eldon, after reqnesting that time might be allowed 
for a dne consideration of the measure, adverted to the com- 
plimentary language employed by the Lord Chancellor, and 
said, that ** whatever might have been the politioal differences 
between himself and the noble Lord, he was not the person 
unwilling to T)e reconciled ; particulai Iv when more had been 
said in his prai>o than he desen^ d. ffe had. indeed, done all 
in his power to administer ju.stice with industry, diligence, 
and hdelity : beyond that, he must claim no credit." — Further, 
in reference to the narrow-minded notions of some Chancery 
practitioners, that the present Chancellor was un£t fur the 
woolsack because he had not been Inonght up to draw hills 
and answers in an equity-dranght&man's office, the ex-Chan- 
cellor emphatically said, *'Some Judges from the ComfON 
Law Courts tiavk formkh almost as (sood Judges in Chancery 
AS ANY THAT LVER SAT IN THAT CouKT." — LawycTS* are like 
liovers' quaiTols. 

k 91 Ha-Murd, 1374. K92. 
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CHAPTER OCX. 

OOMTIMUATION OF THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL AFTER THE PASSING 

OF THE REFORM BILL. 

A LULL succeeded the tempest created by the Catholic Belief 

Bill : and the session which commenced in February, ^ 

• 1 • i rn-i 1 AJ>. 1890. 

1830, was coraparatively quiet. Ihe only measure 
on which Lord Eldon took a prominent jiart was the excellent 
bill prepared by Sir James Scarlett, then A tt/)rney- General, 
for abolishing the jurisdiction of the Courts of Great Seshions 
in Wales,— for increasing the number of the Judges in the 
Courts at Westminster, — for enabling these Judges to go cir- 
cuits in Wales, as in England, — and for introducing several 
other palpable improvements in tlic ndininistration ofjnstice. 
This was of course opposed by Lord Eldon. Although \V elsh 
judgeships, from being considered political appointments, had 
produced a very demoializinoc etfect among lawyers in the 
House of Commons, and the Welsh Ccmrts were almost unani- 
mously condemned as inefficient, insomuch that some said 
landed property in W ales was worth &everal years' purchase 
less than in England on account of the consequent insecurity 
of title, — he gallantly defended them, because they had both a 
l^d and an equitable jurisdiction — asserting that they had 
long satisfiMJtorily brought home justice to the doors of the 
inhabitants of the Principality." However, he did not venture 
to divide against the hill, being afraid of Avalking ou( alone. 

But, his courage rising, he did call for a division ajxainst 
the bill for appointing a new Vice C'harcellor : — when the 
Autocrat who for a quarter of a (jentury dictated the decisions 
of the House of Lords found himself in a minority of four /" 

This was his last appearance in the House of Loids during 
the reign of Geor^ lY. There had been no intercourse 
between him and his " youug master'* since his appearance at 
the lev^e on the passing of the Boman Catholic Kclicf l^ill, — 
and, after a burst of ill-humour, his Majesty had become 
entirely reoonoiled to the Ministers who advised that measura 

■ 3SHM»aid,»2S. SSlb.8». • M lb. 1198. 
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Lord Eldon -ms deeply hurt at finding himself neglected 

hy him whom lie had faitUfully oounselled on many trying 
oooasiona ; but he never, for supposed wrongs to himBelf^ 

relaxed from his loyal attachment to the person as well as the 
authority of the Sovereif:;ii. He was greatly distressed by the 
accounts now received from Windsor, indicating that a demise 
of the Crown could not be far distant; and he assisted in sug- 
gesting amendments to the bill allowing the use of a stamp 
for the King's signature, to be applied to docmnentB which, 
bj the ordinary law, required the sign manual. 

He was comforted by observing that some symptoms of a 
coalition between the existing Ministry and the Whigs, which 
had alarmed him very nnnecessarilyj'now entirely disappeared, 
and that a pnre Tory Government was likely to be restored in 
the new reign. Although the early friends " had continued 
excluded from ojfice, he complained that during tlie latter years 
of George IV. they had been in the enjoyment power ; — and 
he yet hoped to live to see the day when an effectual check 
should be given to innovation,— libels should be again prose- 
cuted with due severity -^and, in case of any danger to the 
pubHo peace, he might rejoice in the suspension of the 
** Habeas Corpus Act " and in other wholesome measures of 
coercion. The heir to the throne, on whose vow he had 
fondly relied, was gone ; but although he had no personal 
acquaintance with the Duke of Clarence, wlio was next in 
succession, he hud good hopes of him from the ])art which his 
Royal Highness had formerly taken along with himself in 
defending the slave trade.' 

** In June, ^'^29, he had written to Lady been presented, as 1 was passing, the King 

Frauces Banker,—" We UDderaiaod th&t Lord stopped me, aud said, ' My Lord, politictl 

Roatlyii Into be Privy Snl. It to bellemd iMrtfasand fteUngslwvvnm Teiy Mfl^.aod 

that the wish wus to have Ix)rf} Grey ; but I am arraid I have made observations upon 

thai not being liitely to be agreed to by the your Lordship which now ' I irame- 

Elng. fh«y took Rottlyn as aoothcr WUg." diaiely said, ' I mtnatjoutM^tatfBvmikm ; 

He had lilcewise boon much perturbed by the a piibject must not hear the language of 

appointmeni of Mr. Abercrontby, a notorious apulugj' Trom tlie iips of his Sovereign.' — and 

WIiiK, as Laid CMaf Baron of tiM Ooort of passed un."— TVdli*. cb. UU. Ttnuai bsToiy 

Exchequer In Scotland. hazardous to criticise thf tart of such a con- 

P However, it would appear that his Royal summatc master of courtly arts; but to the 

Hlgbness bad spoken very slightingly of tlie uninitiated it would seem better If tte Sub- 

ftat friend of loe Duko of Cumberland. Lord j^ct Imd not abruptly stopped the Sovereign, 

iSldon, only a year or two before his own and, assuming superiority, prev«'nted him 

death, declared that be had never conversed from finishing a prepared speech, whldi 

with ^VilIiam IV. except iwicp, — adding this might have been as poiiite<l that of James 

curious ariecdole of the Sailor Kix<* : — "I IL when he said that "a King of England 

went with Dr. Qrey, the late Bishop of must not remember (he qotmla <rf A Dukt 

Briaiul, to present an address. After itbad of YorlL.** 
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On the 2Gtli of June George IV. expired— not very deeply 
T^retted by any class or any party in the state. Poesefising 
great natiuid advantages, both of person and of intellect, along 
with his exalted rank, — if he could have exercised Belf-control, 
he might have been respected and beloved — but, giving way 
to every inclination and caprice, he disgusted his subjects by 
an utter disrej!;ard of the duties of domeBtic life, and he dis- 
played no firmness in maintaining any principles of govera- 
ment. The glories of his liegency the peoj)le ascribed to the 
happy auspices of the King, still supjiosed to be on the throne : 
from the time that he began to reign in his own right, he had 
been engaged in the unhappy contest with his wife ; and of 
late years, shut up in his palace, and as much as possible 
shunning the puhhc gaze, he had been regarded as a heartless 
voluptuary. 

At the accession of William lY. there was general joy, from 

his popular manners, his straightforward character, and the 
appellatitm given to him of the " Bailor King." Lord P^ldon, 
who had been the Chancellor of the two preceding Sovereigns, 
was in hopes that he should have been specially noticed at the 
commencement of the new reign, and probably restored to the 
CSabinet 

The Great Seal, I really believe, he now would have de- 
clined, ludess if: had been forced upon hm; but he would still have 
been highly pleased to be President of the Council. He had 
the latisfaction to observe that William at first showed no in- 
clination for the Whi^s ; but at the same time he was dis- 
appointed and mortified in finding that he himself was not 
sent for to be consulted at Court, and that his old colleagues 
seemed entirely to stand aloof from him. Under these cir- 
cumstances he entered fully into the feelings of the other 
leaders of the Ultra-Frotestant party, who deeply resented 
what ihev called the treachery of the Duke of ^\ ellington and 
Mr. Peel respecting the Catholic question, and, exclaiming 

NusQijAM TUTA FIDES ! " vowed revcngc, — even at the risk of 
the AVhigs being for a time admitted to office. He believed 
that this must be a short-lived evil, and he declared that an 
obnoxious ])arty, whose bad principles were avowed, would be 
less fonnidable to the Church than her pretended friends. 

An opportunity soon arose for our ex-Chancellor to show 
his propensities ; and, for the first time in his life, he was 
heard loudly cheering the leader of the Whigs. 

In answer to Williun lY.'s maiden message, reconmiending 
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the two Houses to enter upon no new business, and to wind 
up that which was already l^fore them as soon as possible, 
as his Majesty intended speedily to dissolve Parliament, — 
the Doke of Wellington having proposed an address of ao- 
quiescence, Lord Grey pointed out the propriety of forth^nth 
passing a Regency Bill, on the ground that, before a new 
Parliament could assemble, there might be a demise of the 
Crown, — and in that event (so much to be deprecated, in the 
present state of the royal family) the greatest public con- 
fusion might arise.'' Suggesting that the subject had entirely 
escaped the attention of the Government, he moved that the 
debate bu adjourned, to give time for consideration. This 
was opposed by Lord Chancellor Lyndhorst, who pointed out 
the improbability of such a misfortune, and said : *' If it should 
unfortunately happen, on the accession of an in&nt to the 
throne the same course would bo adopted as on that of a 
Sovereign of mature years. Proclamation would be made of 
the accession of the new Sovereign in the same form which 
their Lordships had witnessed a few days before. The infant 
would have the power of contiiinitig or changing ^Ministers, 
and the same responsibility would rest upon them as at 
present." 

Lord Khlon : " 1 feel it to be my duty to support the amendment 
of the noble Earl. If it Ix? supposed that 1 have any objection to an 
early appeal to the people, ia order to give them an opportunity of ex- 
pressing what they thmk of tiie conduct of Govemmeni there oamiot be 
a greater mistake. I wish that the ]3eople enjoyed such an opportunity 
this very nij^ht, if it were compatible with the safety of the state. If 
the j>eople are satisfied witli tlic conduct of the present Government, 
they oui^iit to have an immediate opportunity of expressing that satisfac- 
tion, if perchance they are dissatisfied, they should also have the 
like opportmiity of declariu!:; tiidr feelings. I have heard a great 
deal, by report, of dissatisfaction amon:^ the people at the late mea- 
sures of the (lov( rniMcnt, and of its expression in words; I should 
Avish them to have an opportunity of showing it by acts ; if it is ex- 
pressed only in words, and not by acts, I would say they had better hold 
their tongues, and be contented. But the safety of tlie state is compro- 
mised by this hurrieil dissolution. The arguments of the noble Duke, 
and of my noble and learned friend on the woolsack, are all in favour 
of the amendment. Tlicy rely upon tiie acts of William III. and Queen 
Aime, which continue the existence of Parliament for six months after 



* WmUm IV. hnd no surviving child by 
liis Qn«en, bat shn might tstiU have been ex- 
pected to bring children. The heir preBump- 



tive was the Princess Alexandrinft Victoria, 
daaghtcr of the Duke of Kent, (her preient 
Mi^esty ,) tlMk in ber «tov«nib jear. 
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a demise of the Crown ; but these acts prove tlie necessity for the con- 
tingencies arising in fhe new Teign being immediately provided for. I 
have listened with some surprise to the olwervations made upon an in- 
fant Soverei;j:n cominiz; to the throne — a little King that one may dandle 
and play wiih. 1 agree with my noble and learned friend, that this oc- 
currence may not be disagreeable to the Minister who happens then to 
"be in office, for he is converted into the Sovereign. For my own l art, 
if I were Prime Minister, there is nothing I should like more. It would, 
no doubt, be much more convenient than to have a S(»vereign wlio would 
not snhinit to dictation. The noble Duke knows very well to 
WHAT 1 allude/ Jiut I ask your Lordships whether, if an infant 
Sovereign is likely to be on the throne, some provision ought not to be 
ina(ie Iteforshand for the administration of the government. If an infant 
Sovereign were to 1k' on the throne, whose lifad, if lie wore laid in the 
integument which covers the head of my noble and learned Iriend, could 
not Ixj seen over it, he would, by a fiction of law in favour of royalty, 
be sapposed to have as-much sense, knowledge, and experience as if he 
had reached the of three score and ten ; but, admitting the tnith of 
the supi)ositiou in a constitutional sense, is it unreasonaltle to ask that 
there should be some party acting for the ^Sovereign during what may 
be termed his natural, though not his political, minority ? 'J'here is yet 
another case, for which it is the duty of Parliament to make some pro- 
vision—the supposition of a su r ssor to the throne, though not yet 
visible, being in existence at the demise (jf the Crown. Oases in some 
respects analogous are of no uncommon occurrence. I w ill supjwse, for 
example, that another Guy Fawkes should succeed in blowing up this 
House, and that my noble and learned friend on the woolsack, destbrad 
to another end, is the only one who escapes ; I know that, before writs 
arc issued to those who are to succeed many of your Lordships, my noble 
and learned friend would have to inquire whether such of your Lordships 
as had no children bom had left widows, and whether those widows 
were in that state which offered a prospect of an heir. If they were, 
no writ of summons to a collateral could issue until that question is de- 
cided by the birth of an heir ; and till such time has elaj sed, to put the • 
question of issue beyond doubt, he would have to ascertain whether 
there was any little peer, not then visible — but who might be so in due 
course of time, — and until that was determined, the title would be, as 
it were, in abeyance. Now, would it not, a fortiori, be still more neces- 
sary to institute the same inquiry incase of tlic event to which allusion 
has been made ? Is it not necessary to make some provision for such a 
contingency, which is, in present circumstances, bv no means a remote 
one? In any measure adopted after a demise or the Crown, in case 
none be adopted before, it would be necessary to have recourse to the 
authority of some party exercising the power of the Sovereign. There 



' T am rare I do not know to what he own way; and npon the Catliolic question 
Allodea ; for the Duke, while Prime Minister the King had at last submitted implicitly to 
to Qeoiaft ly^ had ohtM evvy tUng Us Ustthrto*. 
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miiBt "be a real or a phantom King ; and it is just the same in principle 
whether this little King is not able to speak or walk, or whether he is 

only en ventre sa mere. To prevent the difiSculty to which this would 
give rise, recourse should be had to the authority of a Itegent who is 
really as well as constitutionally able to exercifte the prerogatives of the 
Crown. So convinced am I that some early provision should be made 
for such a oontiiigeacj, that I must vote for Uie amendment of the noUe 
Esd.*** 

Upon a division there appeared for the ameiulincnt 56, 
against it 100 — but Lord Eldou carried with him into the 
minority the Ihike of Newcastle, and the Eark of \V inchelsea, 
of Harrowby, of Carnarvon, and of Mansfield, with other 
Tory peers, — and this was felt as a heavy blow to tlie 
Government.' 

The dissolution soon after followed, and the different parties 
fltru^led eagerly to strengthen themselves in the Parliament 
by which the complexion of the new reifz^n was to be deter- 
mined. William iV. had already made himself verj' popular 
by his frankness and condescending allability to all clasyes of 
his subjects, and it was understood that, without personal 
antipathies or partialities, he was resolved to rule on consti- 
tutional prinoiples. 

On aooonnt of the impaired state of Lady Eldon's heal'&, 
which required the best medical advice, Lord Eldon remained 
with her in London during the whole of this summer and 
autumn — having his sad, listless hours a little enlivened by 
the stirring political events which were going on, both at 
home and abroad. Tlie feelings wntli wiiich he surveyed 
these we learn from his letters to different members of his 
family. On the dissolution he wrote, — 

" All the world here is engaged about elections and contests, of which 
it is said there will be a vast many, and 1 hear that seats in the next 



■ m "Baamad, f 40. Jn Us Md to 

liarrass tbo Oov«nim«nt, be mis-states, for 
be could hardly inl8S|qi>nbcnd, the ooosUtu- 
tfonal doctrine upon tbls mil|)eet If a peer 

dies, leaving his willow eiKeinte, roost un- 
doubtedly the peerage would be in abeyance ; 
bat the pnbllo safety does not allow this 
dfictririft to apply to the Crown, whirh c.innot 
be in abeyance. It a childleiw King were to 
dte, leavii^ his widow enedMi^ ibe next 
ooUateral beir woold mooat the tbrone ad 



iffterAn.— his title being defcsslble by the 

QiK c-n (H^inS bbrth to a cbild ; whereupon be 
would dceoend fh>m the throne, and the child 
woaM be procbdiiMd SSng. Thto doettliw 
was fully n-cognised OH the death of William 
IV., when we swore allegjanoe to her present 
Mt^esty Queen Victoria, " saving ibt rlf^to 
of any issue of his late Majesty King William 
IV. which may be born of his late Miyjesty's 
consort." Seestat. 1 WUI.4,Q.l. 
* SSHonsarim. 
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Parliament are very high-priced indi'tnl — much beyond any price in fonner 
rarliauienta. So much tor corruption ! " " 

The returns lo the House of Commons proving favourable 
to the Liberal side, I^ord Eldon was very indignant, and thus 
he vented his spleen in a letter to Mr. Surtees : — 

" If tlie injurv done to the Established Church and the relipon pro- 
fessed in it can be repaired, God grant that it may be ! I'he <:reat ca- 
lamity o£ the times is, that the conduct of some men — perhaps more 
especially of Bishops-— whilst it has shaken public confidence in all 
pnblic men — has worked still more evil by inducing many to take it fen* 
granted that men do not really l>elieve the doctrines they preach. 

** The passage in the K.'s last s{)eech— although the CathoHc Relief 
Bill, probably, never wiU be revoked — which declares that bill to be tr- 
revooaUt^ is one of the most impudent and unoonstitutional passages 
that a Minister vres ventured to advise his Master to utter. The Par- 
liament that could revoke the settlement of 1688 suraly eon, if it be 
light, revoke that of 1829 ! 

" What is to happen in France who can tell ? There is a very con- 
siderable republican party in that kingdom, and, if the royalists^ who^ 
by the way, are not agreed who shall bo King, should quarrel'-whether 
Orleans or Bourdeanx — and the republicans should p:et up[)ermost — the 
kings, in countries neighbouring upon France, may tremble. T fear we 
shall soon hear of such scenes passing in bpaiu and Portugal — perhaps 
in the Netherlands--as have taken pTsce in France. 

**lsi nine places out of ten — I am afraid the proportion may be 
greater — the electors who petitioned, in the very strongest language, 
against the Catholic lu lief Bill have again re-elected the very same 
members, who voted, to their Jiwst sfr&ugly avowed dissatisfaction, for 
that very bilL Be assured the electors of this kingdom are, to say the 
least, as corrupt — I think more so— than their members elected ;r-no- 
body votes but as it serves his own interest to vote. 

" All my projihecies as to what was to hapjH?n in this country have 
been realised — 1 foresee great increasing miseries probably to happen, 
and at no very distant period. 

M Hume member for the great metropolitan county of Middlesex ! 
Brougham for the great county of York I Neither with an sore of 
hmdUr* 



• la flw flame tetter he reftn neerlogly npoo, tbem, to ferfng aD the Rflbopt they 

to what I think was « iBtlonal tasle of could muster." 

WiUiam iV.— to see ooiigM||Aled before him Sood after be wrote, rather bjUTBbly, "I 

pgrtiealardaMflf OwgicaiftmelioiMrfMof bear the oondeaeeiMioiw of tbe K. are begbi- 

the state, as " all the Judges," &C. : — ninp fo make him unpopular. In that station 

** Our lord the King came to the Cbapel such familiarity must produce the destructioD 

Royal yeitaiday.to take fbe Sananent, as of respect If the pMple doift contlaoe to 

the proof that be is in coramnnion with the think the King sonu-what more than a man, 

Ktt >h"«hiwi Church. He took great pains to tbey will soon find out that be is uot an ol»- 

■emre tbe attandanee of tte AichMdwiM, jed aflhat high respect which is absolutely 

■wl bdd Us wishes hefoce, if not onmmantte neceseaiy to the ntiiity of hischaiacter." 
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The Three days of July " placed Louis Philippe, the Oitizen 
King, on the throne of the Bourbons — ^to surround Paris with 
fortrefifies, and for a time to enjoy more authority tbau any 
hereditary Suverei<pi of France since the time of Louis 
XIV. Lord Eldoii displayed much sagjicity by foreseeing 
the consequences of this revolution, both in France and iu 
England : — 

«* 10th August, 1830. 

"To get a thorough insight into the effect of the French Revuiutioa 
here, you have only to read the pToceedings at meeting in Lcndon, and 
all tliat is stated in them. It wiU require a master head, such as Pitt had 

and nobody now has in this country, to allay what is brewing, a storm 
for clian.;(*s here, especially for lieform in Tarliament. Every body 
here seems to think that the borough members of Parliament can 
Bcaicely be preserved until another Parliament. Such a change, con- 
sidering that the present system is the support of a floating aristocracy, 
must, if it takes placo, deej)ly affect the higher orders, and i>erhaps the 
monarchy itself. My liead is full of thought ujion this subject. I care 
not who rules, provided our system of government can be X'l'cscrved." 

"23rd August, 1830. 

"The Frenchmen are making, what can't long exist, a Republican 
Government, with a King at the head of it. They will soon find that 
such things can't co-exist, and revolution has not yet done its work in 
that country, 1 persuade myself.** 

*' Ist September. 

"Marmont, who has been in London, has declared that he had no 
reason to suppose that there was to be any such mischief as happened in 
France till tlie morning on which it happened, and he was in this state of 

ignorance tbougli tlie person who was to command the military in Paris. 
That a Ministry should tliink of niea.^ures so indefensible, and preparing 
no means calculated to carry tlicm into e.\ecution, is one of the most 
astonishing things that ever ha}){ ened. This French business haa all 
} ossible bad effects here : it poisons the minds of multitudes among the 
different orders in the oount^ and town.*! 

« 11th October. 

" Re|>ort insists that a negotiation is going on between Ministers and 
Palmerston and Co. 1 incline to believe it. 1 hear that it is also 
reix)rte<l that a pledge has l)ecn given that there shall l^e a partial par- 
liamentary reform, and sonic kind of a parliamentary measure about 
tithes." 

Those rumours were entirely devoid of foundation, for, not- 
withstanding Mr. Brougham's return for tho county of York, 
and many indications of the wish of the people ibr a correction 
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of the exislinp; ineqnolitics and abuses in the representation 
of the people, the Cioverumcnt rtiiolved against making any 
concession, and vainly attempted by a contraiy policy to re- 
unite the whole of the Conservative pai-ty. 

On tlie meeting of Parliatneni all aid from LiberalB was 
xepudiated rather oetentatiously by a paragrajth in the King's 
Speech, lamenting *'that the enlightened administration of 
the King of the Netherlands should not have preserved his 
dominions from revolt; " and by a declaration of the Duke of 
Wellington in the debate on the Address, that " the existing 
sytitem of the representation \va.s absolutely peifect, and pos- 
sessed the entire coiiiidenee of the country'/'* 

But while all Liberals were thius forced into active opposi- 
tion, the L ltra-Tories were in no measure conciliated ; and while 
notices of motion for parliamentaiy reform were given by the 
former party, the latter still announced nnahated hostility to 
those who, long professing to be the guardians of the Church, 
had carried the Catholic Kelief Bill, and from whom measures 
still more dangerous might be dreaded/ The difBculties of 
the GoYommont were increased by the prsedial disturbances 
and iiicciuliary fires raging all over the country, and by the 
dangerous spirit prevailing among the populace of London, 
which prevented the King from dining at Guildhall according 
to ancient custom on Lord Mayor's day. It was evident that 
retirement mnst be desirable to Ministers themselTes, and the 
only doubt was as to the question on which there might be a 
diyision enabling them to tender their resignation without dis- 
credit. This, came sooner than was expected, by the motion 
of Sir Henry Pamell for a committee upon the Civil List, — 
when, to their satisfaction, there was a majority against them 
ot 29, — composed of both sections of their opponents.' 

Kow was formed the ^\ hig Government, which was at first 
expected to be ver^' shoit-lived, but which, with a short inter- 
ruption and some modifications, lasted eleven years, — which 
carried the Beform Bill, with other measures for improving 
our institutions hardly less important, — and which will ever 
make the reign of William lY., though unillustrated by 
like exploits, one ci the most interesting in the annals of our 
Constitution. 

Lord Eldon was rather appalled when he beheld the monster 
that he had helped to call into existence. Although I have no 
authority for saying so, the probability is that he already 
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repented the factious opposition which he had recently offered 
to the Duke of Wellington's Government. He supported a 
motion for a committee on the distress of the country, brought 
forward by Lord Wynford with a view to embaxrabs the new 
Ministers in their schemes for refonn ; and Lord Badnor im- 
puting the distress of the countiy to Tory rule, he took 
occasion to announce that his Conservatism ronained un- 
tainted, hy saying, It is among the greatest of my consola- 
tions, in a retrospect of ray political life, that I have always 
maintained principles the revei-so of the noble Earl's." " 

With all his blandness of manner, and all liis self-command, 
it was a severe trial to him to see the Attorney- General of 
Queen Caroline, in the Cliancellor's robes, presiding on the 
woolsack ; and, although he could not deny the extraoi dinaiy 
powers wliioh were now exhibited there, he must certainly 
nave Mt that he and his suocessor were " magis pares quam 
miles,** Lord Chancellor Brougham having, with dignity 
and propriety, repudiated the advice that extraordinary laws 
should be enacted to put down the present disturbances, and 
afterwards suggested that lords-lieutenants of counties should 
recommend to him some additional magistrates for the com- 
mission uf the peace, with an intimation that there were 
persons who, notwithstanding their station, their character, 
and their activity, had been passed over on account of politics, 
— -the ez-Chanoellor took ocoasicHL to read him a long lectnre 
on the rights and duties of the Great Seal respecting the 
appointment and removal of magistrates,— concluding with an 
account of his own practice for the twenty-five years of his 
Chancellorship, which certainly deserves much commendation, 
— particularly in not allowing the name of a magistrate to be 
struck out of the commission without proof that he had been 
guilty of some grave offence.'* 

Lord Eldon was beginning to be a little relieved from his 
1881 ftppi'^li^r^'^^^i^ the Whigs by reason of some 
* financial mistakes they had made, and a notion im- 
pressed upon the public mind that their officials were not 
practioal men of business, — so that their dismissal seemed to 
be at hand, — when it was hoped that the whole Tory party 
would cordially reunite in support of pure Tory principleB. 

But the face of affairs was suddenly changed by the sweeping 
plan of ParliamentaiT Reform proposed on the memorable 1st 
of March. Notwithstanding the assurances of Earl Grey as to 

* 1 Hiuisatd.3rdaetfagk 838. b lb, §bi. 
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tiie cliaiBOter of his coming measnre, tlie admirers of the 
ejJsting system had flattered themselves that he wanted 
cotirage materially to interfere with it, and that public dis- 
appointment on this subject would preci2)itato his fall. The 
consternation now felt by Lord Eldon may be conjectured 
from the fuilowing letter from him to his daughter ; — 

**3rd March, 1831. 

" There is no describing the amazement this plan of reform, which 
l)efore this time you will have read in your paper, has occasioned. 
Tliere are divers opinions, whether it will or not pass the Ck>mmon8. 
Generally it is thought that it cannot ; — but what the result of the 

operation of fear of the consequences that will follow, in the minds of 
revolutionary men, if it does noi |>ass, and of fear, in the minds of sober- 
minded men, if it does pass, there is no saying.** 

At the end of the week he was still more alarmed. 

** Thursday monung (lOth Uaioh). 

" The system of threatening persons who don't vote for reform, is 
carried to a shocking length. "VVhether the members of the L^slatufe 
have nerves to withstand it, is very doubtful." 

The second reading being carried by a single vote, and a 
majority of the existing House of Commons being undoubtedly 
adverse to the bill in their hearts, many thought that the 
danger had blown over, — but Lord Eldon, more clear-sighted, 
still trembled when he thought of the manly enthusiasm of 
the suppoiiers of the measure, and still more of the apathy 
and inactivity of its oppoiieiitB. Thus, during the Easter 
reoess, he wrote to Lord Stowell : — 

*' (April, 1881.) 

" Ueab Brother, 

" T shall lie glad if I am able, by my notes, to give you either infor- 
mation which may amuse you, or acquaint you with what you cannot 
find in your newspapers. At present, however, that is impossible ; for, 
though Parliament begins to sit again next week, and, to save the 
country, the present week ought to oe spent in making arrangements to 
defeat the mischievous projects now on foot, everj' person, whose counsels 
and co-operations would be of use for that most pressing and desirable 
object, are gone out of town to amuse themselTes during the Easter 
bolidaya, with as little concern about pubUc a&un as if we lived in tiie 
happiest moments that old England ever knew. 

'* All will \>e lost by the confidence with wliich people act, and 
with which they persuade themselves that all will be safe. Our friend 
Lord Sidmoutb, on the day on which the second reading of the BiQ 
was carried, spdke to me of the majority by which it would undoubtedly 
he lost and negatived. And now the few, very few individuals hen 
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whom I see, s^jeak of the rejection of the Bill as if it was certainly to be 
rejected, though no two persons agree as to what shall be the courie of 
measures by which its Tejection . can be acoompUsliecL The fisUy with 
which people act is inconceivably provokinL;^. 

The members for counties will, some kp(?]> silence — nnmy vote 
against rejecting the reform — they are afraid of losing their seats — 
they have not tiie sense to see that, if the measure is carried, they 
must lose their oonsequencey their rank, and most assuredly tiidr 
property. 

" You will have observed that the Minister, who says that he will 
stand or fall by his measure, — that he will brave consequences, — has 
gone the length of stating that the connection between England and 
Ireland may be preserved, and be as et[ually oseful to both, if there are 
dilTerent Church establishments, as if there were the same Church 
ostablislinients in the two islands — in one Protestant, in the other 
Koman Catholic. 

** And yet all the petitioners, or many of them, whose petitions I 

presented against the Catiiolio Belief BiU, are petitioners for the 
Reform Bill ; fur, say they, a House of Commons whicli could vote for 
the Emancipation Bill cannot be such a House of Conmions as ought 
any longer to exist. Such is the folly and insanity with which people 
are acting. 

" You will peroeive that at the Lord Mayor's Easter Monday dinner 
all the Ministers — one after another — declared the K.'s entire confidence 
in them, and dcterniiuation to support them. This was all perfectly 
unconstitutional, and there are here some persons who do not believe 
one word of what they said. I cannot say that I am altogether so 
ininedulous." 

This terrible misgiving as to the royal inclmation tamed 
out to hove too muoh foundation. TiU the resistance which 
the Befoxm Bill experienced from the Peers, King William IV. 
very heartily supported it; and a majority of the existing 
House of Commons having shown their hostility to it by 
carrying the resolution moved by General Gascoyne, that the 
number of Eri^rlish ro})re.sentatives should not be diniinished, 
he eat^erly agreed to an abnipt dissuliitiem of Parliament, ex- 
pressing his readiness to go in a hackney -coach from his 
palace to the House of Loids, there to announce his purpose 
of appealing to the sense of lus people on this great question.* 

Lord Eldon was not present when Lord Wluonc^ffe's 
motion for an address against a dissolution of Parliament 
was interrupted by his Majesty's arriTal to dissolve it, or 



" Neverdiall I forget fh« scene then ex- 

biblted In the Housi? of Commons, — which 
might convey aa adequate idea of the tumul- 
tnciy <ll»aoliilliiin iu tte time* of Stuarts. 



The most exettfng moment of my pubUo lift 

was when we cln on-d the guns which 9Mk» 
uotmced his Majesty's approacb* 
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his authority would probably have prevented the indeoent 
struggle which then took place ; but at a meeting of the Pitt 
Club, held a few days at'ter, he, in very mild and touching 
language, warned the multitude of what he considered the 
consequences of the course they were pursuing. He said, 
** The proposed bill must be fatal to the aristocracy ; and the 
ariHtocracy once destroj'cd, the best siipportei.s of the lower 
cla.sses would be swept away. In usins^ the term hiciT classes^ 
he meant nothing otiensive. How could he do so ? IJe him- 
self had been one of the lower classes. He gloried in the 
fact, and it was noble and delightful to know that the humblest 
of the realm might, by a life of industry, propriety, and good 
moral and religious conduct, rise to eminence. All could not 
liecome eminent in public life, — that was impossible; but 
every man might arrive at honour, independence, and com- 
petence." 

Lord Eldon had the mortification to hear, that in the midst 
of ex.'iggerated statements of tlie evils arising from the exist- 
ing system of representation, and delusive hopes of the tran- 
scendent benefits to be conferred upon all classes from the 
proposed change, a new House of Commons had been elected 
prepared to caiiy " the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but 
the bill." 

While looking forward with dismay to what ho considered 

the mad proceedings now to be anticipated, he forgot for a 
while all his apprehensions for the public, being plunged into 
the deepest grief by a heavy domestic afiiiction with which he 
was visited. His steady and enthusiastic devotion to her who 
had engaged his early ailections constitutes the most timiable 
trait in lus character. When Bessy " was no longer young 
or beautiful, — when by her peculiar tastes and habits she s^ve 
him much annoyance, and almost entirely cut him off fiom 
hospitable intercourse with his friends, — contented with seeing 
that her heart still was his, he continued to behave to her as a 
lover, when half a century had elapsed since their flialit into 
Scotland. \\ ith others he might be selfish, and he might be 
insincere ; but her happiness he ever studied in preference to 
his own ; and the language c»f endearment and tenderness in 
which he spoke of her, inadequately expressed his genuine 
sensations. She had been long in a declining state of health, 
and he had watched the vicissitudes of her sickness with the 
most anxious solicitude. He must long have foreseen its &tal 
termination ; but when the blow came, it almost overpowered 
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him. He wrote the following letter to Lord StoweiJ ou the 
day of her death— 

**The lint dnk day of nothingDcn,** 

"My ever dear Bkothek, 

**Your letter reaches me iu a flood of tears, and a sort of burst of 
agonizing feeling. I submit as well as I can — I fear not as well as 1 
ought — ^to God's will. But I will do my utmost to acquire the means 
of doing my duty. lam quite sure that our meeting as yet would 
overpower me ; and T fear also, you — that you are the person who is the 
object of all my atiectious and anxieties along with my ollsprin;^. 

When 1 can have the strength and fortitude in person to say to you 
* God Almighty bless you/ — as I now say it in correspondence, — I shall 
in person assure 'youj, that I am, as I have [bem] through life, and 
[have] had so much reason to be, [yourj 

Ever affectionate 

" Eldoh." 

• 

Lady Eldon's remaiiis were deposited in a family yanlt 
which he caused to be constracted in a piece of newly con- 
secrated ground adjoining the ancient cemetery of the chapel 
of Kingston, in the pcuriflh of Corfe Castle, in which Enoombe 

Btands.** 

A few weeks after, the bereaved husband indulged his grief 
in a vi!>it to the last resting-place of his beloved wife — wheie, 
iife's fitful fever being over, he was soon to repose by her side. 
His feelings during this melancholy pilgrimage he portrays in 
two letters to Lord Stowell, written the same day ; — 



d The fnllowinc is a tonchiiiK account of 
the cert:iut>iiy of the consecration, from the 
pen of tlM present Eui of Eldoa:— ^Hie 
Bishop arrived on the spot abtmt seven. 
After bearing prayers, his Lordship pro- 
ceeded to the burial ground (which was 
porambulatod), and sit;ncil and waled the 
deed under a marquee erected in the centre. 
Then tfie eentenee and the pnjer of oonea- 
cration were rend, and three verses sung— 
and the Bishop gave his hle8.>-ing. Return- 
ing from the ground, the Bishop loolced at 
the petiple, wlio had r.infri-d themselves qui- 
etly and respectfully runiid the railing and 
the walls of the churchyard, and a^ed me 
wh' ther he should say a few words to them 
of Lord Eldon, whom he supposed to have 
baen (rfln at ctarch than. I wrile them 
down from UMUioiy 
••MyPrienda, 

••« Yon iwTe, this evening, witnessed the 
eooaecrathAof aplaoeof groand dastined to 



be the hurial place of a great and good man, 
who has lived among you, — who has for 
many jean wpported the Uws and liberties 
of yoor country with finn and undeviating 
Integrity. Having dLpusiti d htre the mortal 
remains of the companion of bis life, the 
bold vi d object of hi? ci nsfant affection and 
attention, he would that here also his own 
ushos stuiuld repose. Long may it be yet 
before he shall come to lie here— but, in 
the mean time, you will bold sacred a spot 
which be bas cboaen to be the place of his 
interment : and many will, even now, come 
to look at the future grave of Lord Kldon. 
For you, who have so often seen him com- 
ing to worship God with you in this villaga 
church, I have only to bid you, Bemembor 
ttala^— and lead such good and holy Uvea 
jonraelTes, as may (through Hia grare) fit 
and prepare yon for the hour of deafk, and 
the day of Judgment ; and 80^ good \ff% tS 
yon aur "— lUiu, ch. Ut. 
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«EikOom1i6, Monday (29tli August, 1831). 

"Dbab Bbothbb, 

**I arrived here last nio;ht. My first approach to this place, so often 
tlie scene of great happiness in former days, has, at present, most deeply 
and painfully atVected me. 1 shall have many trials during my short 
stay here, which i know not how to bear. I have, however, designedly 
exposed myiielf to this present state of suffering, because some time or 
other, if I live, I must meet what I have at present exposed myself to. 

**I pray God, daily and incessantly, for all that can contribute to 
your hnnlfr, comfort, and happiness, and am, with all j oasible affection, 

Yours^ dear brother, 

" Eldok.** 

"My dearest Bbothbb, 

**I write a short line, being unable to do more. T have this morning 
visited the spot where the remains of my ever dear dejiarted are dejiositcd, 
and where, when God pleases to summon me hence, I shall repose till 
the Day of Judgment. I have been nervous, and in some degree hysteri- 
cal, through the day, but am better this evening. I have been constantly 
reproaching myself for not having attended the funeral, and my mind has 
been ever at work in representing to me the spot, which I have seen to- 
day, and the seeing of which, however iminful to memory, is less so than 
oontemplatioQ before having seen it. I am now satisfi^ from vision, 
that all has been respectfully done that the sad occasion would admit of. 
I am sorry to write you a melancholy lotter,<^but I cannot help it. 
May God's best blessings ever attend you. 

** Yours, with all jxjssible affection, 

• « Eldon.'* ' 

These effusions are no less remarkable for the devotion 
which they show to the memory of his deceased wife than for 
tiid ardent affection which they prove still to have subsisted 
between the two brothers, notwithstanding the chill of age and 
the hardening tendency^ of long prosperity. 

But I must hurry back to the noisy scenes which w^ere now 
acting on the political tstage. Lord Eldon did not long yield 
to wmtanly sorrow — ^recoUeoting the calls which his countiy 
had npon iiim in her hour of penl. 

The new Parliament having met on the 18th of June, the 
English Eefoi-m Bill, without any abatement in its stringency, 
was forthwith introduced, and large majorities divided in 
favour of its principle and all its details : but, on account of 
the gallant resistance made to it by the Consei-vatives, it did 
not pass the Lower Ifuuse till the 22nd of September. The 
Lords were meanwhile amusing themselves with Eeform 
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Bkirmishes, originated by petitions, — and with discasaioiis (m 

matters of a comparatively trifling nature. 

Lord Chancellor Brougliaiii, making extraordinary efibrta 
to clear oil" the arrears in the Court of ( 'lumceiy, had been 
holding evening sittings, which prevented him frum appearing 
on the woolisack in the Jlouise of Lords. Lord Eldon there- 
upon remarked, thai;, ** according to the standing orders of 
their Lordships, the paramount duty of the Lord Chancellor 
was to be in his place in that House during their l^^shipb' 
sittings, and not to he employed elsewhere ; and tirore were 
many precedents where permission to attend elsewhere during 
the sittings of thut House had been refused. He had no 
doubt whatever tliat hiis nuble and learned fiiend had been 
most usefully employed, but his nuble and learned friend had 
n-) power to dispense with the standing orders of the House.'* 
Their Lordships, however, were satisfied with Lord Broug ham s 
assurance of the absolute necessity for his attending elsewhere, 
and with the hope which he held out of being speedily able to 
clear o£F all arrears both in that House and in the Court of 
Chancery.* 

On a subsequent day, the complaint being renewed by 
another noble lord, and the Lord Chancellor having excused 
his absence on this occasion by the necessity for recniiting his 
health after his severe labours in clearing off arrears — Lord 
Eldon, being hurt probably as much by the excuse as by the 
alleged breach of the standing order, reminded the House oi the 
instance where Lord Chancellor Macclesfield had pleaded, as 
a reason for his absence, that he had been sent for by the 
Sovereign, but the House Toted that this was no sufficient 
reason, and that it was his paramount duty to be in attendance 
on the woolsack.' He pointed out the disrespect shown to 
their Lordships by the Chancellor's absence without any pre- 
vious leave, adding, that " if the Clianccllor were absent, even 
for justifiable cause, he shoidd give notice to the Deputy 
Speaker — and not leave their Lordships to exercise their 
privilege of choosing a Speaker by their own authority. It 
was necessary that the Lord Chflmcellor or Deputy Speaker 
should attend to protect the prerogatives of the Crown. In 
the absence of the Lord Chancellor, one of the most eminent 
judges of Westminster Hall should peifomi the duties of 
Speaker." Ho then defended himself from the charge that 
the arrears in the Court of Chancery, and in the judicial 

• •Haiiiaid,3nlaeitea»4B3. ' ilnli. Tot. y. p. 333. 
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departmeiLt of tbat House, liad ariseii firom any de&nlt of his 
— and oonclnded by giving notice of a pleasure wMch he 
should bring forward in the next session of Parliament, to 
enforce the attendance of the Lord Chancellor in the House of 
Lords. But he never afterwards re\nved the discnssion, find- 
ing that the Lord Chancellor sedulously devoted himself to 
his public duties, and that their Lord.ships were not unwilling 
to submit to the occasional privation of his presence among 
them, whether ho was olcaiing olf arrears in the Court of Chan- 
cery, or reoruiting himself in the counti^ after his fatigues.' 

On Lord Brougham's Bankruptcy Bill coming before the 
House of Lords, Lord Eldon felt considerable alarm. It con- 
tained most salutaxy enactments foi;the appointment of a small 
number of i^ermanent commissioners, instead of seventy who 
had been hitheito casually employed, — and for substituting 
official assignees, in the place of the friends of the bankrupt, 
to manage the estale Avhich ought to be divided among the 
creditors; — but it miscalculated the judicial power requisite 
in the Court of Eeview, by constituting a new tribunal of 
four judges, who were to sit all the year for the Iransaotion of 
business, the whole of which one of the Yioe-Ghanoellors, it is 
now found, can do in a few days without interfering witii his 
own proper functions. Ijord Eldon opposed it indiscriminately. 
He first addressed a letter to the Lord Chancellor respecting a 
claim to compensation for the sinecure office of " Patentee of 
Bankrupts," about to be abolished. After stating that he took 
an interest in the matter out of gratitude to Loi d Thurlow, to 
whom, duiing fifty years, he had been under great obligations, 
ho thus continued : — 

** You are probably aware, also, without my mentioning it, that my 
humble opimon is, that the proposed change in the administration of 
law in matters of hankruptcy is a change that ou^t not to be adopted. 

And it seems respectful to yon here to mention, that, if it becomes 
necessary, I shall be obli'j;cd, as at jiresent ndvisef], however reluctantly, 
to express that such is my opinion. I am awai-e tbat that opinion 
will now have Uttle weight. 

•'The grants that appear to have been made from time to time of 
this oflice, l>ear date at difterent ]>criods from the 14th James I., — 
grants, by dilierent Sovereigns, to the famihes of Chaucellors, at dif- 
ferent periods. 

" The grant under which Mr. Thurlow claims, hears date in Kovem- 

ber, 1792, the immediately antecedent grant being made to one of Lord 
Cowper*8 &mily» and one of J^rd UardwickeV. 

1 1 HttMiH 3rd lerieat 646— «6a. 
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"It will be found, I believe, to be a fact, that before tlie time of Lord 
Loughborough there was no rctiriirj; pension for a Chancellor. Lord 
Thurlow had no pension. Lou^^hborougli should have provided a better 
itttiring pension for a Chancellor, unless, like Lord Eldon, a Chancellor 
happened to hold the office insufferably long. 

** Lord Camden was very fortunate — bein? Chancellor not, I think, 
four years cnm|)lpte. His family was provided for by a grant of a 
Tellership ot the Exchequer, when it was a most extremely valuable 
office. After a oonaderably long enjoyment of it as such, he very 
handsomely gave up the excess of the old profits above the modem 
profits of the present day ; — but before that took place be had held it at 
the original great value, I think, for many years. 

** There seems to have been an understanding, that whenever I<ord 
Thurlov7 quitted the Chancellorship, he shoald h&ve a Tellership with 
the then usual benefits of it, great and ample as they were ; and I think 
I remember Mr. Fox saying in the House of Commons, tliat he ought to 
have that, if he would declare that he had bargained for it. Such a 
declaration Thurlow refused to make. Whatever the fact was, he could 
not avow that he had made a bargain. He had no pension : and as the 
peerage and title was, by a re-grant, to be »tended to his brother's 
family, he granted the office of bankruptcy, as liis predecessors had 
done, to two of his family ; of whom Mr. Thurlow is the survivor, and 
now in possession of the office." 

When the merits of tlie bill came to be debated, the Lord 
Chancellor having stated, as an apology for bringing it forward 
so speedily, tliiit if he had waited longer, like other persons 
who had gone into the ('ourt with a deteimination to improve 
it. he should have found himself so hampered by a temporary 
tolerance of abuse as to be able to do nothing, — the ex- 
Chancellor, stung by this sarcasm, and showing a wonderful 
blindness to abuses, said > 

** My Lords, I feel it a duty to my country to declare that I will 
accept no such apology for my conduct. I knew well what had been 
the practice of the Court of Chancery many years before I became a 
]nd'^e in it. It was my duty immediately to have set about correcting 
its abusf^^ if I had believed that any existed. My opinion is, tliat such 
abuses do not exist. The noble and learned Lord's bill may have been 
prepared with great pains, — ^but is it necessary? This question the 
House should not leave to any individual, however well qualified, but 
should decide after patient inquiry before a committee of its own. The 
proiwsed chanjic is extensive and violent, and although its professed ob- 
ject is to prevent uncertainty, expense, and delay, — from my experience 
I am convinced that it will aggravate uncertainty, aoonmulate expense, 
and augment delay. No change is necessary, — and if change weie ad- 
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visable, that recommended from the woolsack cannot bQ beneficial."— 
In the course of a long speech he alluded to the moluments and 

patronage of the Great J^eal, which he defended : although denying all 
ainise, he somewhat inconsistently admitted that it was very objec- 
tiouuble that these emuiuments should be partly derived from fees, " as 
this arrangement led to tiie sospicion that business was delayed or 
despatched with a view to fees, and it would be far better if the Chan- 
cellor's income were put on the same footing as that ot the Chief 
Justices of the King's Bench and Common Pleas, who had a fixed 
sakry."' 

We may ask, then, why he did not many years ago silence 
the calumnies ab:)ut his preferi ing bankruptcy business because 
it waa most profitable, by introducing this improvement, which 
every Prime Minister under whom he served would have 
gladly sanctioned ? The dislike of innovation probably ope- 
rated with him more than the dread of loss from a fixed salary. 
His predictions as to the working of the Bankruptcy Aot^ 
wm completely falsified ; for, although the Court of Eevievv 
has been abolicdied, the permanent commissioners and official 
assignees have undoubtedly rendered the administration of the 
bankrupt law much more pure, cheap, and expeditious than 
it was in bis time. 

At last, Lord John Russell, attended by Lord Althoip and 
a great body of the most distinguished l^efoimers, aj)peared 
at the bar of the House of Loi^ds, and handed the English 
Reform Bill to the Lord Chancellor, praying the concurrence 
of their Lordships." This scene, wnich has been made the 
mbjeot of a great historical painting. Lord Eldon had antid- 
pated, as we leam by a note written by him the same day to 
Lord Stowell 

"Thurs^lay (Sept. 22nd, 1831). 
"The Reform Bill passod the Cornnions at an early hour this 
morning. For it, 345 ; against, 236 — majority, 109. 1 presume we 
shall have it brought up^ with as much pomp and ceremony of attending 
members of the House of Commons as may be, this day, when the 
dav r-roposed for Uie second reading in the House of Lords will be 
fixed." 

After an indecent cry of ff''ar ! hmr ' from some meml)erfi 
of the House of Commons, which was put down by a cry of 
Order! order! the bill, withdut aiiv o]»])0.sitinn or remark from 
Lord Eldun or any Conservative })etjr, was read a fir-'^t time, on 
the motion of Earl Grey, and ordered to be read a second time 
on the Monday se'nnight." 

• 7 Uiiusard, 3rd series. 2S1. k i Jt 2 W. 4, c. 66. "> 7 Haiuard. 479. " lb. At^. 
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In an intervening discussion on the presentation of a peti- 
tion in favour of the bill, as the Marquess of Westminster had 
indiscreetly asserted that having passed the Commons, to 

which it peculiarly belonged, the Peers ought not to interfere 
with it, Lord Eldon very properly i ebuked him, saying, that 
** the proposition that the Peers of Enj^laiid liad no interest in 
this question was the most absurd one that liad ever been 
uttered or propounded, hero or elsewhere, lie hoped and 
believed, that wlien that question came to be discussed by 
their Lordsliips they would do their duty fearlessly and man- 
fully, and at the hazard of all th0 consequences. He should 
be utterly ashamed of himself if he should give way to the 
imputation of being prevented by fear from doing his duty. 
He would discharge his duty with regard to it, because he 
believed that in it were involved, not only their Lordships' 
interests, but the interests of the Throne. Bred as he had 
been in loyalty, living under the law, and revering the Con- 
stitution of his country, — now that he had an i\ ed at tlie age 
of fouiscoro years, he would rather die in his place than 
suppress liis indignation at such sentiments." • ' 

It is difficult to imagine the consternation now felt by him 
who had successfully resisted such mild reforms as taking 
away the punishment of death from the offence of stealing to 
tiie value of 40^. in a dwellizig-house, or 58. in a shop, wheu 
he regarded the triumphant progress of a measure which was 
to operate^ n revolution, by the transference of political power, 
under the form of a legislative act to be passed by King, 
Lords, and Commons, 

He sent the following account of the first night's debate on 
the second reading of the bill in the Lords to his grandson, 
who had lately been most auspiciously maixied to a daughter 
of Lord Feversham 

("Oct. 4th, 1881.) 

** My dkar Encombe, 

** Accept my kindest thanks for your letter this moment rrooiv(?d. I 
repeat to you, and I bc^ you will state on my Ijclialf, to the lady whom 
I have now the happiness to call my grand-daughter, my lieart's best 
wishes for the felicity of both. 

**I got to bed about a quarter before three, mudi fatigued, and 
oppressed beyond measure vdth the heat of the House^ and my head is 
in a had state tliis morning. 

" My own conjecture is, that our debates will not terminate before 
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Thursday evening. It may, however, be, that they will finish on 
Wednesday. 

** Lord Gi*ey spoke very well ; but bis speech, I thought^ hetrayed 

an opinion that be would be in a minority. 

** Wharnclifl'e did very well, but made a sad mistake in moving that 
the bill be * rejected ; ' a word that seemed to many to be too strong as 
to a bill passed by the Commons, and a great deal of time was spent in 

getting the House to ap^rec to chan<:^e what he had moved into a motion, 
•That the bill be taken into consideration on that day six nionths.* 
Lord Mansfield s^Kjke most ablv and admirably aj^ainst the bill. 



•^Then we all retired. My head is painful. I bate the sight of food. 
AU seem to think the bill will be lost.** 

The debate lasted Hie whole week. Before it was resumed 

on the Wednesday, there was a conflict respecting the legality or 
illegality of public meetings, between the Cbimcellor and the 
ex-Chancellor, in which, according to the printed account of 
it, the latter had tlic advantage, A Peer, on the presentation 
of a petition, stated "that at a meeting of the liirniinglium 
Union, attended by many thousiiudij. an orator who addressed 
ihem advised them, if the Keform Bill should be rejected by 
the Lords, to refuse to pay taxes any more ; — ^that he called 
upon those present who would support this resolution to hold 
up their hands, — and that thereupon a forest of bands was held 
np amidst an inunense cheer." The Lord ( hancellor is repre- 
sented, after expressing disapprobation of such proceedings, 
to have added, " Nevertheless, as a lawyer, I must say that 
all those hands may have been hold up, and yet 1 cannot sa}' that 
there was any breach of the King's peace, or any oflence that 
the law knows liow to punish. 1 cannot help it. Such is the 
law," Lord Eldon : '* I should be ashamed of myself, if, after 
Hying so long in my profession, I did not now offer a few 
words. I fully admit tiiat a meeting is not answerable for the 
declarations o£ an individual ; hut if, by holding up their 
hands, or in any other way, the meeting endangers the peace 
of the country, I know no reason for believing that they have 
not made themselves responsible to the laws. As a lawyer, I 
would ask the Chief Justice of the King's Bench (Lord Tenter- 
den), and the late Chief Justice of the Common Pleas (Lord 
Wynford), whether, if those hands could be proved to have 
been held up in the manner described, every individual 
responding be not as much answerable for the language used 
as the man who used it? And I beg to tell the noble and 
learned Lord, with the greatest respect, that his seat on the 
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woolaaok will not be a seat which any one can maintain fox 
six months, if ihe doctrines now circulated through the 
oonntry, and placed every morning- under the review of ewty 
one, are su tiered to be promulgated any longer. That is my 
opinion ; I alone am answerable for my opinions ; and for this 
I am piepareJ to answer, at all hazards." 

Except in tlio beat uf debate, no lawyer could doubt that a 
meeting so passin<]; a resolution to violate the law by refusing 
the payment of taxes was illegal and riotous. The Lord 
Chancellor aflerwazda said that although no breach of the 
peace had beoi committed, perhaps an mdictment might be 
preferred for an offence of a different nature ; npon which he 
would give no opinion.**' The debate then proceeded, and 
Lord Eldon next morning wrote to his brother : — 

I got to bed last night about half-past two-^mucfa fatigued and 

overcome with heat, &c. 

*' We had some excellent speakers — Lord Dudley and Lord Had- 
dington quite surprised me. They s}K)ke a lmiraVtly a'juinst the bill. 

"Laosdowne and Goderich spoke for it ; iu their .s]>eeches, however, 
rather oontending for going into a committee to amend and alter it, 
than for passing the bill in its present shape. From all I can judge 
upon such information as 1 have, the bill will be throwTi out by a 
majority greater than 1 had, till yesterday, heard mentioned. 

" As yet, none of the profession to which I hclouged have spoken, 
and I suppose the House wiU have enongh of us before we have finished. 
Some think the vote will take place on Friday, some on Saturday, and 
some on Monday ; I can't conjecture on which. God bless you. I am 
very weak." 

On the Friday morning he sent Lord Stowell the following 
sketch of the piecediug evening's debate : — 

We have survived one more fatiguing night, passed in hearing some 
heavy, some irio<leratc, one most excellent sjieech, which siirjiriyed me, 
from Lord Carnarvon, and one, not very excellent, iVtmi Lord Plunket, 
from whom I expected something better. In the course of the evening 
I tendered myself to the House ; but, Lord Carnarvon stating his just 
pretensions to be heard, as he was too ill to hope to speak at any other 
time, I wBs oblig^ed to give way, and I was too iil to speak at a later 
period of the ni<;ht. 

** We adjourned to five o'clock this evening, and, in case the debate 
does not finish to-night, we are to attempt to finish it to-morrow 
(Saturday) by meeting at one o'clock instead of five, and sitting till 
near twelve on to-morrow (Saturday) ni^iht ; if we do not then finish, 
the debate, I think, must conclude on Monday. At present 1 have all 
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die leason wbioih, in snch matters, we can have to be oonfid«nt that the 

bill will ]K)t pase. Makini^ new peers to pass it has been much talked 

of ; but, unless our calculation of numbers is erroneous, and n.ost 
grossly so, audacity itself could not veiiture to attempt a sufficieut 
supply of new peers." 

The fifth night of the debate was occupied by the lawyers. 
Lord Eld on, following Lord Wynford and Lord Plimket, 

spoke as follows : — 

" My Lords, if T did not feel it an incumbent duty on me, I can 
assure your Lordships I should have spared you, and not encountered 
the ha«ud and difficulty whidi I feel in addressing you, in consequence 
of my ^e and of that infinnity which has been occasioned in some 

dej^ree by my constant attendance on this House. I well remember 
that on another question — and 1 would take this o])|jortunity of de- 
claring, before God and my country, that on that question — I mean the 
Aomaa CSatiiolio qnestion — took no part which 1 did not feel it my 
duty to take both to Ciod and my oonntry,— ^t I ycrj well remember 
that, at the period when that measure was under discussion, I stated 
that it was probably the last opportunity of which 1 should ever avail 
myself of addressing your Lordships. I thought so at the time, and, 
considering that I was then advanced to fonncore years, I had scarcely 
any right to exj^ect to have been able again to address your Lordships ; 
but as the kind and indulgent providence of God has allowed me to 
continue in the enjoyment of a certain degree of health for a short 
period longer, I am able again to take my seat in this House. My 
Lorda, I was tannted for appearing again before your Lordships, aftit 
the declaration I had made ; but I felt myself called upon by a sense of 
duty which I could not resist, — from the moment when my Sovereign 
called me to a seat in this House, as long as my strength permitted me, 
— to offer myself and my. opinions to the suflrages and approbation, or 
to the dissent and reprooation, of my fellow-snbjecta. — Doctrines have 
now been laid down, with respect to the law of this country and its in- 
stitutions, which 1 have never heard of bcforo, althouu'h I have spent a 
long life in considering what the law of this country is, and some time 
in considering how it might be improved. Those considerations, my 
Lords, have satisfied me that alterations are not always improTements ; 
"but when T find it stated, in the preamble of this bill, that it is expedient 
that all the acknowledged rights of profierty, that all tlic rights arising 
out of charters, that all the rights of close corporations, and tlie rights of 
corporations which are not close, should be swept away, — though it does 
come recommended by the name of reform, I find it impossible to give 
it my assent. I do not think this property can be taken aw ay, and I 
never can consent to hear the princi|)le of expediency put forward as the 
justification of a measure which is not consistent with the principles of 
British law and of the i:iritish Constitution. I know, my Lords, and 1 
am ready to asree, that there is a popular notion with respect to the 
bonro^ m this oonntiy, that iSbej are not property, but traata. I say, 
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my Lords, that tbey are hoth property and trnsts. Those old-fashioned 

gentlemen, whose names will be held in lasting remembranoe after the 

delirium of tliis day shall have passed away, — J mean such men as my 
Lord Ilolt and my Lord Hale, — wliat have they said with re.sj)ect to 
those unpopular things called boroughs My Lords, they said they 
were hoth a franchise and a right. Now let me ask your Lordships 
what is to be the consequence with respect to property of any spedea 
whatever? — for there is no property in the country which is not accom-. 
panied with some trust for its due a| (plication. Is it possible for any 
man to have the boldness to say that pro})erty is secure, when wo are 
sweeping away near one hundred horouglis, and almost all the corpora- 
tions in the country, because vn have a notion that those who are con- 
nected with them have not executed their trust properly? Will you 
not hear the individuals against whom the allegation is made, as well as 
those who made it? Will you not hear the matter argued in your pre- 
sence, and allow the right of calling witnesses, on whose evidence you 
may decide ? This new doctrine, I repeat, affects every species of pro- 
perty which any man possesses in this ct^untry. I have lieard, in the 
course of the last two or three uit»nths, a uood deal about close corix)ra- 
tions. i will now say, that close corporations are hereditary ri<^hts, 
held by charter from the Crown ; and they have as good a right to nold 
tlieir charters under the Great Seal, as any of your Lordships have to 
your titles and your peerages. — 1 do not object to tlie courtesy of 
creating p^eers on the occasion of tlie Coronation. 1 should, on the con- 
trary, be happy to see individuals introduced to the House, if the mem- 
bers so created had not already voted for the biU in the other House, 
and then come here to vote for it again : and I should be still more 
ha[»py to find that they did not vote at all on this question. But tliere 
is a rumour abroad, that the opinion of tliis Mouse is to be, somehow or 
other, finally overruled. My Lords, I do not credit it. 1 do not believe 
that tbe noble Earl, to whom 1 have been oppoaed throughout the whole 
course of my political life — honestly on my part, and honestly on bis, 
because I know his opinions are as honest as mine, — I do not believe 
that that Muiister, whose name will he illustrious in future crcnerations, 
whatever may be the fate of this bill, will ever taint his character by 
recommending a measure which means neither more nor less than what, 
if yon pass this bill, will be done in due time — namely, to annihilate 
this House. With r(\>j»ect to the proposition of his Majesty's Ministers, 
or any object connected with it, I hoi'>e, before the Lords of this House 
strip off their robes, they will let their iSovereign know their sentiments. 
— Now, my Lords, let us suppose for a moment that there are some 
corporations in which a few influential individuals elect the members of 
Parliament. Has it ever been heard of in the history of this country, 
or Nvill it ever be heard of in the history of this country, that the Lords 
of this House should take upon themselves, on a bill stating it to be ex- 
pedient to do so and so, to destroy tliat Constitution which has bem 
preserved frcm age to age» and which it has never been thought expedient 
to destroy, until this eipeiiment was proposed,— that now yon are about 
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to sweep away all the corporations iu the kingdom, because they aro 
close, and there may 1)6 abuses in tbem ? My Lords, I am a freeman of 
Kewoastle-upon-Tyne. 1 hold it to be one of the highest honours which 
I possess, and I consider that it oiigiit to be an encouragement to all 
the young rising men of that place, that any man of this country ]ios- 
sessing moderate abilities, improv^ed by industry, may raise himself to 
the highest situations in the country. For God's sake, my Lords, never 
part with that principle. You may ask me what ai^plicatiou I make of 
this argument. My Lords, I will tell you the application. 1 received 
my education in the corporation school of that tow n, on cheaj) terms. 
As the sou of a freeman 1 had a right to it ; and 1 had hoped that when 
my ashes were laid in the grave, where they probably soon will be, I 
might have given scnne memorandum that boys there, situated as I was, 
might rise to be Chancellors of England, if, having tlie advantage of 
that education, they were lionest, laithl'ul, and industrious in their 
dealings. But this bill, which is, it seems, founded in part on popula- 
tion, and in port on something else, which I cannot teUr-4ihis bill is to 
do away with oorporations." 

After giving a long; histoiy of the Tepreseutative system in 
thivS country, he thus concluded: — 

" A thousand other considerations, of enomious weight on my mind, 
miirht be added on such a momentous occasion, without travelling into 
the details of minor objections : but I am not disposed to reiterate what 
has been in manj eases so ably argued, or fatigue the House. It is, I 
confess, my Lordis, an all -en grossing subject : and the bill will be found, 
I fear from my soul, to go the length of introducing in its train, if 
l)assed, Universal Suffrage, Annual Parliaments, and Vote by Ballot. 
It will unhinge the whole frame of society as now constituted. Will 
yon then, my Lords, consent to introduce into the Crastitution a mea- 
sure which is at war with the preservation of that Constitution, and 
which is more particularly remar^^:lbl(! for being altogether incompatible 
with the existence of a House of Lorda ? I, my Lords, have nearly run 
my race in this world, and must soon go to my Maker and my dread ac- 
count. What I have said in this instance, in all suacerity, I have ex- 
praBsed out of my love to your Lordships ; and in that sincerity I will 
solemnly assert my heartfelt belief that, with this bill in operation, the 
Monarchy cannot exist, and that it is totally incompatible with the ex- 
istence of Uie British Constitution.** 

The House divided in the morning twilight of Saturday, 
and Lord Eldon sent his brother the I'oUowing account of the 
result : — 

"Saturday (Oct. 8th, 1831). 

*' The debate began last night, continued till between six and seven 
this morning, and' I got to my bed about half-past seven, and left it 
-about noon to-day, fatigued beyond all belief, bodily. You will see 

VOL. X. M 
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from the papers that our division was against the second reading of the 
bill. The rate of the bill, therefore, is decided. Thoee for the bill were 

158 ; against it, 199,— 4eaving a majority of votes against tlie bill of 
41 ; which, 1 have reason to believe, exceeded by one hull" of what 
Ministers thought it would. 1 voted for yo\i, by your proxy, against 
the bill. 

"The night was made interesting by the anxieties of all present. 
Perhaps f<ntunately, the mob would not on the outside wait so l(mg as 
it was before Lords left the inside of the Uou^." 

As a member of the Hoobo of Commons, I "was myself pre- 
sent on the steps of the throne dnring this memorable debate, 
and heard Lord Eldon's impressive speeoh, which was listened 
to with the most profound attention on all sides. Nothing 
could be more aflfecting than the allusion by the octogenarian 
ex-Chancellor to the days when he was a poor boy at the Free 
Grammar School of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and no one con- 
sidered whether he proved very logically that the Kefonn Bill 
would cut oil* from others the chance of following in the saino 
illustrious oareer. He was much exhausted &fore he sat 
down, and a noble Earl from a distant part oi the House very 
indecorously requested him to raise his voice ; but this interrup- 
tion excited a strong expression of sympathy and respect in 
his favour, as well from those who thought that he was 
haunted by delusive terrors, as from those who believed 
that his vaticinations were inspired by the mystical lore 
which gives to the wizard in the sunset of life a glimpse of 
corning calamities. 

His countenance brightened up when, \vpm taking the votes 
of the peers present, the rejection of the- bill was secure.* He 
was evidently in a state of great delight when the ceremony 
of "calling proxies " was gone through to increase the majority, 
and when the clerk said, " John Earlof Eldon hath the proxy 
of William Lord Stowell," he exclaimed, Not content!!!" 
with much emphasis and exultation. After the fatigue of five 
nights' debate, and his own great etibrt, ho was hardly able to 
support himself when he rose to return home; but he was 
conducted to his carriage by his friends, who seemed to be 
congratulating him on his share of the great triumph which 
had been achieved. 

On reaching Palace Yard, the circumstance to which he 
refers in his letter to his brother was very striking — that the 
mob had entirely dispersed, — ^their patriotism being cooled bj 

• OmtMiti, 138 { Nok<«it«iiti^ 150. 
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a long drizzling October night; and although it was now 
broad day, no sound was to be heard except the rolling of tlie 
carriages of the peers, who, whether Eeformers or Conserva- 
tives, passed along Parliament Street as quietly as if they had 
come from disposing of a lioad Bill. 

But although the rejection of this gigantic measure by the 
Lords had been anticipated, — ^when the event was certainly 
known, it created deep disappointment, and riots took place 
both in the metropolia and in the provinces, which tnrew 
maoh disigraee on the cause of Keform. Lord Eldon describes 
these riots with some exaggeration (which was very natural) 
in the following letter to his daughter, Lady Trances : — 

October Idth, 1881. 

" Our day here yesterday was tremctiJousIy alarming. Very fortu- 
nately for me, the immense mob of Reformers (liardly a decent-looking 
man among them) proccedt^d first to the Duke of Wellington's, and set 
about the work of destruction. This, after some time, brought to this 
end of Piccadilly some hundreds of flie police in a body ; and the Blues 
coming up from the lev^e, the appearance of this large body of force 
was a complete protection to me, dissipating the multitude that were a 
little higher up Piccadilly. They had also probably heard that the 
soldiers had beliaved with great firmness in or near St. James's bquarc. 
The civil power being on the alert, and the military being known to be 
ready, the night was passed most unexpectedly quiet hereabouts; and 
now I think we have nothing to dread. Londonderry has l>ecn very se- 
riously hurt. We hear that the mob (hnt I cannot answer for the trntli 
of it) hanged in effigy the Duke of Wellington ' and the Duke of Cum- 
berland at Tybom. The Duke of Newcastle's house, Lord Bristol's, 
&c. &c.y and all other anti-refonning lords, have been visited, and left 
without glass in their windows. All the shops in town were shut yes- 
terday. The accounts from Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and other 
places are very uncomfortable. 1 heard luat night that tljo King waa 
frightened by the appearance of people on the outside of St. James's. As 
to myself and my houae^ as we have escaped the first night, I have no 
apprehensions at all now — none. Some friends very usefully s]!read a 
retx)rt (not true, however) that there was a large armed force stationed 
in my house." 

During the short parliamentary recess which followed. 
Lord Eldon paid a visit to Encombe. Of his supjsosed perils 
on his journey, and while residing there, we have an account 

' Happily the rumour of this atrocity was presented themselves to view at ApMey House, 
qnite uufouiKied. Too discreditable was it — when low and high were all, with equal kT* 
thst flome of Us Graee'i windows w«re so- toot and vnaaimity, eag«r to evinoe tiMir 
tiMlly broken, of which wo hnd long ufter gFatitode lo thc Hino <rf Waterloo, 
a roortifjring memeuto in iron blimlii which 
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in the following extracts of letters from him to his brother : 
*• I stojiped to change horses at l^oole ; and I >vas glad when 
that change was over, because people were collecting a little 
about the door of the inn and the carnage. However, the 
change of horses was soon oil'ected, and 1 was driven otf 
without disturbance." .... "The contest in this cotmty 
iH a matter of great public consequence,* both as it thows 
great reaction of opinion here touching reform, and an ex- 
ample of what may be done almost everywhere, if gentlemen 
Avould act as if they were not in a sound sleep." . . . I 
don't like my norrcspondent Icxis: when I recollect that I 
have repeatedly, when in London, communications that my 
house and buildings hero should be burnt to the ground, I 
own tliat 1 do not think the threats, even of the lowest of the 
low, other than extremely alaiming; and, as well as 1 can 
recollect, the handwriting of the correspondent of several 
months ago being the same as that of my present corre* 
spondont, I cannot bring myself to think that the letter of my 
correspondent is not a fair ground of alarm.'' ..,.*' The 
thing that I most fool to be dangerous is the formation oi 
bodies of men under the name of political unions, which I see 
arc forming in London, in every i)ai-t of England, and in 
Ireland — the latter, professedly, to suppoit English refonn, as 
necessarily leading to the attainment of Insh objects as well 
us English objects. As to thejse political unions, 1 am con- 
fident that if Parliament does not do what it did between 1789 
and 1794, — put them down by Act of Parliament, — they will 
put down the Parliament itsel£ I have seen a great deal of 
mischief going forward in the country ; but till tiiose institu- 
tions were becoming general, and till the Gkivemment, by 
connivance and apathy, can be said rather to encourage than 
discourage them, I have had hopes that matters might get 
right. The crisis is formidable, because of those unions." 

It is said that the Poole mob really had meditated an expe- 
dition into the Isle of Purbeck, with a view of an aiifcault upon 
Encombe, but that they were frustrated by a worthy Conser- 
vative brickmaker having bored holes in the bottoms to canoes 
which were to carry them across a ferry ; and Lord Eldon, 
immolested by Ionls, had the satisfaction of comfortably re- 
ceiving a visit from his old friend the Duke of Cumberland,— 
when they talked over their former exploits in constmcting 
Administrations, and expressed a cheering hope that, upon tho 
• Tbe GousemtiTe had beaten the BeCunn candidate, after a fifteen daja' polL 
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spoedy expulsion of the Whigs, they might aissist in bringing 
into office men ^vho nut only would put a stop to fuilher iunu- 
vati'm, but would restore the Oonstitatioii to the state of per- 
fection in which it had attracted the admiration of all truly 
vriee men before the dangerous sway of such Ministers as 
Canning and Peel. — These bright prospects, however, were 
soon overclouded. The Whigs, after a violent convulsion, 
actually remained in office till they had caiTied the lieforni 
Bill, and had been supported for two years by overwhelming 
majorities in a reformed House of Commons. — W hat was more 
galling still, when they were for a short time actually ejected, 
Lord Eldon and the Duke of Cumberland wei^e never cou- 
snlted respecting the new arrangement, and saw principles oi 
ffovemment propoimded by Sir Bobert Feel which they consi- 
dered little less objectionable than those of Lord Grey and 
Lord Melboonie. 

After a very brief repose, Parliament again *met in the 
beginning of December for the avowed purpose of reconsider- 
ing the question of a i-efonn in the House of Commons." I^ord 
Eldon was at his post, and a noble Lord having referred with 
some regret to the fate of the rejected Keform Bill, he ob- 
served, that with that bill their Lordships had no concern at 
present. It was indeed, he said, an iiregulaiity to have 
re&md to it at all in this discussion, inasmuch as it had not 
beesi mentioned in the speech £rom the throne. There was no 
reason to believe that the same bill would be proposed again : 
if it should, the House would be bound to reconsider it, and it 
would be the duty of any noble lord who, on such reconside- 
ration, should think lie had mistaken his duty in opjtosing it 
K'tbre, to retrace his steps. In reference to that part of the 
Speech which touched upon the necessity of punishing the 
yiolators of the law, he must mention to the House a publica- 
tion which, if he had not seen that it was left unpunished, he 
could not have believed endurable. He spoke of a thing 
called the * Black List.' There he was put forward as receiving 
64,000/. a-year ont of the taxes, and liis elder brother, whom 
tliis accumte list descril)ed as his nephew, was represented as 
receiving a pension of 400<)/. a-year. The noble Lords who, 
in the last session, hud voted against the Eeform Bill were 
held up in this pajier aa receiving millions of money among 
them out of the taxes. He felt it fair, however, to add, that 
some of the Beformers were included in the same list. As he 

s KIng't Speech. 9 Btmn^ M Mrici, 1. 
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understood that many thousand copies of this publication had 
been sold, he must think it matter of just complaant that some 
means had not been taken to stay the circolation of snoh 
falsehoods." 

Earl Grey excused the forbearance of the Groreimnent on 

the ground that " the contents of the paper in question were 
too Btupidly false, too extravagantly absurd, to influence any 
honest or intelligent man in the cornirmnity ; " — and surely 
any credulous persons who believed such an extravagant mis- 
statement of ministerial gains, would only have believed it 
the more, had Ministers attempted to contradict it by calling 
in the aid of the criminal law. 

With respeot to proseontions for libel, and all such proceed- 
ings, the ez-Ghanoellor most conscientiously entertamed and 
unflinchingly expressed the same sentiments which induced 
him in the year 1792 to cause a gentleman to be sentenced to 
the pillory for words oveiheard after dinner in a coffee-honse, 
and in 1 794 to convert speeches for parliamentary rei'oim into 
overt acts of high treason. He now wrote, — 

" Lord Grey said last niiiht, that he has no further measures to pro- 
pose about the Unions : indeed, 1 do not know how he should, having 
been onoe himself at the head of a politieal aaeooiatioD, which was, in 
fBCt, a political mam." 

Althondi he stood almost alone as an enK>nnder of sach 
antiquated notions, in resistfaig the Beform Bui he co-operated 
with a TCiy nnmerons, enlightened, and independent portion 
of the community; and his opposition to it will never lower 
him in the estimation of posterity, even if all his apprehen- 
sions respecting its fiital consequences should happily prove 
groundless. 

In deference to the peers who, after readily disfranchising 
hundreds of thousands of Irish foi"ty-shilling freeholders, had 
expressed a sacred r^ard for the rights of the most oormpt 
portion of the old English constituencies, the third bill on this ' 
subject, now introduced, enacted " that the hereditary fian- 
chise of freemen in corporations to vote for members of Parlia- 
ment should be preserved, without regard to their substance 
or situation in life ; " — bnt Lord Eldon was in no degree 
mollified, and ne;irt day he thus wrote to Lord Stowell : — 

'< December 13. 

** At present I can make no other observation upon it, except that 

f 9 aamard, snliedm^ ai. 
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MinisteiB, who, at the end of the leoeBs, have been obliged to oonftM 
that they were, before that recess, pressing for the passing of a bill of 

the utmost importance, ujion imj>erfect information as to so many 
things which required tliat they should have the most ]>erfect and com- 
plete iutormation, — that such Ministers deserve iuipeachmeut." * 

Wbile this Eeform Bill "was passing through the Honee of 
CommonB, the Lords were mncii occupied with dis- ^ ^ 
6nsaing a mcafiuro for the commutation of tithes in 
Irelaml, which has worked very beneficially by at last entirely- 
extinguishing one of the most fruitful sources of discord in 
that unhappy country. But Lord El don was for adhering to 
the old system of payment of tithes in kind, although the 
occupier of the land who was to pay them was generally a 
Homan Catholic, and the leeeiver a Protestant cleigyman — 
often without any congregation. He thus wrote upon the 
subject to hia brother : — *' The Irish tithes are matters infinitely 
difficult to manage ; and, from all I can leain, the day is ap-* 
proaching, and fast approaching, when laws of all sorts in 
that country will give way to force and arms." In the House 
r»f Lords ho said, that " when a measure was brouj^ht forward 
which went directly to the annihilation of (Miun h property, 
and when they were not even told by those who brought such 
a measure forward what they would substitute for that pro- 
})erty, he was very much disappointed not to see a single 
member of the Right Beverend Bench rise to defend the 
interests of the Church now so vitally at stake, and to protest 
against a measure of such a description as the present. There 
was no argument which applied to the extinction of Church 
property in Ireland, but what was equally cogent ac^ainst 
Church property in England. He thanked his God, however, 
that he should not be amongst either the ecclesiastical or the 
lay suppt)i'ters of this motion. He would not give his assent 
— his opposition, he saw, would be useless — to a measure 
which went to deprive the Ministers of the United Church of 
Ei^land and Lreland of that which constituted their entire 

* Some of Lord Eldon's letters withoat tlon can ponibly lead him to wish yon may 

news or incident for Irffjgraphy are. to my er\joy. God bless you, is my anxious, heart* 

own taste, the mi'st aprLcable and interest- felt wish and prayer. 
Ing. Tbna, on the 1st of January, 1832, be **Yoa will bear from me again veiy 

being himself above • igbiy, addretM* Lord Aoiflj, Mtomy intended movements frns 

SujweU, verging on ninety ■ — benoe. Boautifal weather bore. 

" Dear firotber,— i trouble you witb tbi% " Youn, most aJrectiUMtely yoon; 

to wUi ymi on M««r Ycu't Day all the *• £umk» 

k «lfk and Juvfinm that Abrotbo'saflte- "Nnr Tear's Day." ' 
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support, acd to which th^ had as muoh right as thore existed 
to any lay property in an>"part of EngLand. It was p^ectly 
absurd to suppose that w?iat would take place in Ireland in 
tills instance ^vouid not be sure afterwards to take place in 

England also.'"* 

Notwithstanding Tjord Eldon's rebnke to the Bishops, the 
Commutation Bill for Ireland passed quietly, and, as he fore- 
told, it hius been followed by a similar measure in England — 
which has not only added to the revenues of the clergj^ but 
which has contributed to the present extended popularity and 
usefulness of the Established Church. 

Jjord Eldon was now much in-itated by a conversation in 
the House of Commons, in which his name, as lie thought, 
had been wantonly and invidiously introduced. A motion 
having boon made respecting the alleged accumulation by 
Lord Plunket, the ( hancellor of Ireland, of places and rever- 
sions on his own relations, Mr. Spring Eice, in his defence, 
referred to the Keport of a Conimittee of the House of Com- 
mons, from which it appeared that six legal offices of prufit 
were held by Lord EIaon*8 mm, the Honourable W. H. J. 
Scott ; — adding that» " if there had been six sons, thirty-six 
offices would have been distributed among them ; and that, 
with such a record open for inspection, it was wondeiful that 
any member should reserve his virtuous indignation for the 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland/' As soon as Lord Eldon heard 
of this attack, he formed the resolution, which he thus 
announces to Lord Stoweli : — 

"8th ISfarch. 

"Before you receive this, you will h^'e seen in the papers a speech 
in the House of Commons of Mr. Hice, justifying Lord Plunket's ap- 
])ointment8 for the l>cnefit of the rinnket family — and justifying hun 
by the exiini]ile of Lord Kldoii's contlnct in nivino; offices to his son. 
Iseither T, nor any friend of mine, had any notice; of that gentleman's in- 
tent to sJiy one word relative to me and my son. 

" I am V'in.u; down to the House of Lords, though very ill able so to 
do, to seek an ojiportunity of saying something upon the subject — ^and, 
thouijh this sort of hiisiness is vcrv nnpleashnt, 1 liave nodoubtthst 
when my explanation is made I shall be very triumphant." 

He hurried to the House and gave his notice, saying, that 
**he had no other olijeet but to set himBclf right in the 

opinion of his countrymen, to whom he wonld leave to decide 
whether his conduct, while he filled the office of Chancellor, 

• lOHttundiSraaeile^im 
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had been right or wrong? He had disscharged his duty, 
invariably, to the best of his ability, and he would allow n ; 
man, nnansweTed, to arraign him." ^ 

According to Hansard, Iiord Eldon deliTcred a Teiy indif- 
ferent speech — making many protestations of disinterestedness 
— relating again how tl ie Great Seal had I t on forced upon him 
— and asserting that he had conferred the offices on his son 
only in (obedience to tlie repeated commands of the King, and 
to show his resjH^ct for the (."rown, — the value of them all 
being veiy inconsiderable/ But he appears to have been 
indistinctly heard by the reporters ; and we have from himself 
the fuUo¥dng satis&ctoiy aooonnt of the resnlt:'— 

" March 13th, 1832. 

*• The business of last ni-zht went ofiF very well. ^My voice is too weak 
to have any thiivj; that pn'Ccetls from it well reported. 

" Publications here, wicked and diabolical, have repi-csented \V. H. J. 
as receiving, under a patent in bankniptcy, 12,0002. a-year. I proved 
to the House that, under that patent, he did not receive one fartning. 

"T proved to the House als*:*, tliat, instead of greedily laying hands 
on all sources of income in the ofiice, 1 had, out of my own pocket, 
supplied, in ctise of the suitors, sixty-two thousand pounds/ I think 
1 can assure you that all sides of the House were verv well satis6ecL 
Even many who^ for various reasons, wished me to withdraw my inten- 
tion of moving, came to me after I had done, expressing their deliuht 
that I had refused to attend to those wishes. The Chancellor stated 
that I had acte<l in my conmiunications with him with jperfect liberality, 
and that H. in the ofiBoe that cooneeted him with the Chancellor^ 
had conducted himself entirely to his satisfaction.** 

lie sometimes raised an ungi ounded suspicion by his pro- 
fessions^ but, in truth, there is no reason to suppose that he 
ever made any unfair profit himself, or that he ever impro- 
perly conferred any offices on his family.* 

When the new Keform Bill had nearly run its course 
through the House of Commons, all other topics were forgotten 
in the specnlatif^ns as to its reception by the Peei-s. Lord 
Eldon wrote to liis brother : — "It seems to me now too clear 
that the opponents to the l?eform Bill will split ujion the 
question about reading the bill a second time, or rejecting it 

bio Hanwird, 3rd scries, 1268, adhoro too ripidly to Cr rlcnr. 
* 11 Uansitrd, 3rd scrh's, 94. ® 1 here could not i^'ssibly have leen 

4 I do Dot undiTstniid huw this is made better appdutiDent than when be made Mr 

up, except liy Iiis o'Turib^itinns tn tho snlarj' Farrer— tonnectfd with him by manias^ 

of the Vice Cluuicvliur; but. on isuch oaa- u Piaster in CUuucery. 
tiani» be did nol consider liioMeUr bound lo 
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upon the second reading. If they do/ 1 fear the bill will pass. 
I attribute much to affright, and fear of mobs. I don't wonder 
that there should be suoh afi&ight and fear. The numeioiiB 
most frioimU and furious tnenacMg letters which I receive are 
enough to affini^t persons less accustomed than I am to receive 
them. I am myself sure, that those who are afiaid of the 
immediate conseqtiences of rejecting the bill will ultimately 
suffer much more by passing it — the Bishcps particularly. 

On the 26th of March tho bill was brought from the Com- 
mons. Lord Eldun was obseiA^ed to eye the scene with a 
sorrowful countenance, denoting a foreboding heart, — but he 
did not take any share in the brief discussion which preceded 
its being read a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on the 9lih of April.* In this interval he made a tour for 
the benefit of his health, that he might be strengthened for the 
fatigues which were before him. 

Speaking on the fourth night of the debate on the seoond 
reading, he said 

" That, during the fif^ years of his public life, he had never suffered 

such deep pain as on seeing the House of Commons come to the bar of 
that House with the bill now ujx^n their Lordships' tiible. Looking at 
that body as representing the constituency of the country — the light in 
wfaioh all great oonstitutioaal authorities held that they ought to be 
viewed — he could not but feel a deep sense of humiliation in recol- 
lecting the pleflff!^ under which they had ]>ei'mitted themselves to be 
returned to the House of Coninioiis. At the time of the Revolution 
of 1088, when tlie Convention came to pass an Act of Tarliament by 
which the best rights of the subject were secured, they set out by a 
declaration, affirming that they were not delegates from this place or 
from that place, but, cloth in 'i themselves with a chanictor mnre elevated 
and a higher duty, they dt clared that they were the representatives of 
all the commons of England. To convert a member of the other House 
of FarUunent into the mere reprcsentatiTe of the particular place for 
which he was returned, instead of the representative of the whole of the 
commons of England, was a perversion of one of tlu; b-'st principles of 
the Constitution ; and if there were members of the other House wlio 
would indeed submit to the degradation of being called to account by 
their particular constituents, it was high time to take measures to 
prevent such men from continuing to sit in Parliament.— He had heard 
nmch of an exercise of the royal prerogative, by which the passing of 
this bill was to be secured. He did not deny the right of the Sovereign 



'{.«.** dlow tt to Iw read a seoond tfane.** reading; than trying to strangle It In fhl 

And I think he was r1t;ht. The oppfmcnts coniniittcf. 

of the bill would have bad a better chance 6 11 Hoaiuurd, 3rd iM;ne6, 85a— 8tO. 
oy throwing it out again on the gaoond 
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to the free exercise of that prerogative. He would admit that, at the 
next Recorder's report of persons condemned at the Old Bailey, the 

Sovereign possessed not only the right to grant a free pardon to any 
number of such convicts, hut to make peers of them if he pleased. At 
the same time he contended, that no censure would be too severe, no 
punishment too great, for any llllnttter who Aonld advise his Sovereign 
to destroy the House of Lords hy an enormous creation of new peers. 
It had been proposed by some of those who wished to set aside the Con- 
stitution as it existed, that writs should be issued by the Sovereign to 
new boroughs and great towns, and that the writs which liad been 
usually issued sbould be withheld from otheis; and he would say, 
wi^out hesitation, that, if the advice given by one of the newspapers to 
swamp that House with a number of new peers was adopted by the 
^linister, he would not pursue a course less unconstitutional than if he 
was to advise the King to exercise his prerogative with respect to the 
writs in the manner be had stated. Borough property was a species <k 
property which had been known in this country for centuries ; it had 
been over and over again made the subject of purchase and sale in all 
parts of the kingdom ; and they miglit as well extinLiuish the riglit of 
private individuals to their advowsous, as their right to exercise the 

Sivil^^ which they derived from the possession of mirgage tenures. — 
e could not separate from this bill tlie two bills for amending the 
representation of 1 ho pooplc in Scotland and Ireland. Tf he had those 
bills with him, he could deuionstratc to the conviction of all wlio heard 
him, that the Scotch bill would create a |)eriect revolution in Scotland, 
and that the Irish bill would destroy all those bulwarks which were 
essential to the safety of the Protestant Establishment in Ireland. — He 
maintained tliat, during all these discussions, the name of the King liad 
been shamefully and unconstitutionally used. The Sovereign v.as con- 
stitutionally advised to recommeud the consideration of this measure to 
bis Parliament ; but he was not constitutionally advised when he was 
brought forward, almost personally, to say that he was determined to 
have it carried into law. For the sake of the higher, the middle, and 
the lower orders of society, — for all of whom, and more particularly for 
the last, he considered himself a trustee, — he was determined, as far as 
In him lay, to preserve the blessings of that Constitution under which 
they had all been bom and spent their lives, which had rendered them 
happier than any other ])eople on God's earth, and wdiich liad given to 
tVieir country a lustre and a glory that did not belong to any other 
uatiuu in the world." 

After an admirable reply from Earl Grey, v^^bich was not 
concluded till after six in the morning, the House divided. 
During this ceremony intense anxiety prevailed, for it was 
unceitain wliicli side ^vo^ld liave the majority, — and the ex- 
citement did not subside when it was announced that, of tho 
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peers present, there were 128 contknt and 120 not content. 
Troxies were then called, and Lord Eldon gave a troLiulous 
and desponding Not Content for Lord Stowcdl, as, before bis 
name was called, it had been ascertained that the proxies 
increased the majority from two to nine.' 

I was again present at this division. The victory was borne 
with great moderation hy the Keformers within the House ; bnt 
a very different Rpcctacle pi-esontcd itself in Palace Tard from 
what had been witnesfsed there in the da>\'n of the 8th of 
October pri.'cetlini^. It was a beautiful s])rin<^ moiiiinii;, and 
the sun, already high above the horizon, shone upon iniiiiense 
masses who had all night been inquiring news as to the differ- 
ent speakers in the House, and the probable resolt. When the 
event was known, they rent the air with their <M3clamations. 
However, they were all in good humour ; and, while Lord 
Grey was rapturously cheered, I saw Lord Eldon led to liis 
carriage, and drive oC looking more dead than alive, but with- 
out reeeivino; insult or annoyance. 

The committee on the bill stood for the 7fh of May, and then 
the real opinion t)f the peers wiis disclosed. Lord Ijyndhurst 
liaving moved tliat the clause disfranchising the rotten boroughs 
eniunerated in Schedule A, which was the essence of the mea- 
sure, should be postponed, his motion was carried by a majo- 
rify oi 151 to 116. This indiscreet display of undisguised 
hostility brought on the most memorable crisis in our consti- 
tutional history since the Prince and Princess of Orange were 
plfiwied upon the throne.'' Ministers were now furnished with 
a plausible ground for proposing a creation of peers, as this was 
tlie only mode of controlling tlie irrespon.sible power of the 
House of Jjoids, and the Ixeform liill, which the nation de- 
manded, seemingly co\ild not be carried by other means. 

The conduct of William IV. on this occasion ought to make 
his memor^^ resi^ected. He still behaved with entire good faith 
to his Ministers. Although he had expressed his approbation 
of the Eeform Bill, he had warned tbem that he only wished 
to see it carried by constitutional means. Now he very rea- 
sonably observed, that " he did not consider a large creation 
of peel's, to overpower the recorded opinion of the House of 
Lords on a poading measure, to be in aocordanoe with the 

1 56 to 49 : M that the mimbera were 184 ing Its different clauses, there ohb be no 

to 175. 12 Ilansjinl, 3rd series, Ifil. d.jiilit that it migbt liave V-c" n considerably 

k If Urn bill had bondjidt beea allowed to mudifled, in spite of all the efforts of tbe 

fo Into ooBoialttee^ witli « view to coiMider- Goverament. 
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principles of the Coustitntion ; the attempt might fail by giv- 
ing oii'cnce to the body of the peerage ; and at any rate it 
would establish, a dangerous precedent, wluch would soon be 
the ruin of one branch of the legislature, and utterly upset the 
balance of the Constitution." 

Earl Grey and his colleagues had no course to take but to 
resign ; for it was utterly impossible for them to remain in office, 
and to see their mea.sure mutilated and destroyed by its ad- 
versaries. Their resignation was accepted, and for some days 
it was thought that a Goverament might be formed by a sec- 
tion of the Conservative party, wlio, althongli of o})inion that 
our representative system was absolutely peifect, suddenly 
professed themselyes ready to remodel the existing bill and to 
grant a large measure of refenn. This proceeding, however, 
not only drew forth a dangerous burst ox public indispiation, 
but was not satisfactoiy to Lord Eldon and many of me high 
Tories, who thought that aU change in the representation 
should still be resisted, — who considered the modilied reform 
equally destructive with the plan in its original extravagance, 
-and who declared that the ^^ higs ought in no degree to l;t; 
relieved from the awful resp()nsiV)ility tliey had incurred. The 
new Government, theiefore, could not ]>roceed, and, without 
over having been formally installed, it fell to pieces, after hav- 
ing existed about eight-and-fbrly hours. The King was driven 
to recall bis old servants on their own terms, and he gave a 
vrritten promiMi to create the requisite number of peers — an 
operation which it was hoped might not produce permanent 
inconvenience, as there was an intention to call up by writ 
the eldest sons of existing peers, and to select a considerable 
number of childless old gentlemen, of respectable biith and 
character, Avhose titles would die with them. 

There can be little doubt, that if Lord Eldon and the party 
who supported him had persevered in their fierce resistance io 
the Beform Bill, this most hazardous experiment would have 
been made ; but we were saved from it by the address of the 
King, an 1 the moderation of the great bulk of the Conserva- 
tives. His Majesty caused a letter to be written to them, 
plainly stating the situation in which he was placed, — dis- 
closing the promise he had given, and recommending that, to 
obviate the necessity for carrying it into execution, they 
should absent tliemselves from tlie House during the subse- 
quent stages of the bill. Lord Eldon, before the crisis was 
over, had zealously argued (hat ** although the existence of 
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the King's prerogative to create peers could not be questioned, 
the House might question the fitness of its exercise on any 
particular occasion/' — and had protested against the applica- 
tion of it for the purpose now threatened, as being ** at once 
injurious to the people and perilous to the Crown ; " " but 
when he saw that the threat, if neoessary, really would be 
carried into execution, and calmly surveyed the circumstances 
in which the nation was placed, he prudently judged that the 
less evil wonld be to suffer the bill to pass without further 
opposition, as thereby the fate of the peerage might be post- 
poned, and a remnant of the Constitution might be saved. 
Accordingly he absented himself from the House till the 
English Keform Bill had passed, nor did he join in any of the 
protests against it ; and mnch as he disapproved of the like bills 
for Scotland and Ireland, he offered them no opposition." 

A deep debt of gratitude is due to those who thus sacrificed 
inclination to a sense of duty. Had they obstinately forced on 
a violent (?reation of peers, there is considerable doubt whether 
the Eeform Bill would have been carried, or an immediate 
public convulsion wouUl have been avoided, while no one can 
deny that a dangerous wound would have been inflicted on the 
Constitution." We should have been still more obliged to 
these conscientiiouB men, if, participating in enlightened pnblio • 
opinion, they had in due season been convinced of tiie nece&- 
siiy for reform, and, by spontaneous compliance with measures 
for adapting our representative system to the altered circum- 
stances of the nation, they had prevented the existence of the 
difficulty which they afterwards assisted to remove. But we 
who co-operated in the revolution by which power was trans- 
ferred in this countrv from an olitrarchy to the middle classes 
should regard with sincere respect the sentiments of thc^se who 
opposed it, — bearing in mind that, while the prophecies of the 
sudden ruin it was to bring upon the state have fortunately 
' proved £sdlacious, there has been a considerable i^ortcoming 

™ 12 Hansjiril, 3r(l series, 1097. the least possible permanent addition to 

" The English Reform Bill was read * OW House and to the aristocracy, bj calling 

third time and passed in the Hons'^ fiTi the up peerw' eldest sons; by eh'Hj^inc nuTi wiih- 

4Ui ot June ; the Scotch Keform Hill on the out any laniilies ; by taking Scotch and Irish 

I3th of July; and tlie Irtsh Befimn BDl on peers,"— Lord Grey and his coileaioics. if 

the 30th of July. the Conservative peers had jiersisttxl in op- 

* See Lord Broogham's " Political Piiilo- posing the bill, would not rather have al- 

•opllj/' port UL p. 307, whi le the noble lowed It to be loHt than resort to mdl ft 

anthor expresses a doubt wnoilitT—aUliouu:'!! violprif mea^iire. Hut 1 mnr ss it sc^ms to 

a list of eighty new creations hod actually me thut they hud goue too lur to lecede. 
Ijen made on^ '*iqmi tlie principle of making 
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in the benerits it was expected to confer, and that, if the 
nation has got rid of ihe scandal of rotten boronghs and the 
reprcMkch of great cities nnrepresented, a vety serious incon- 
venience has arisen from the difficult of introducing into 

Parliainent young men of promising talents, and likeiinse expe- 
rienced statesmen the best fitted to serve the Crown ; — ^while, 
with splendid exceptions, the representatives of the newly 
enfranchiHed constituencicH have not added much to the repu- 
tation of the House of Commons, either for eloquence or the 
effective despatch of parliamentary business. It must likewitie 
be admitted that corruption at elections has been iu no degre© 
repressed. 

i>uring the present session Lord Eldon was likewise called 
upon to resist changes, which he considered very dangerous, in 
the criminal law, in the law of real property, and in the pro- 
cedure of the Court of Chancery. He once more, but now 

ineffectually, opposed bills to take away the punishment of 
death from the otlenco of stealing in a dwelling-house, and of 
horse-steuling- when he reiterated his arguments upon the 
salutar}' tendency of the dread of a capital sentence, even where 
it is not to bo inflicted, and the danger to property from a sudden 
relaxation of the severity of the penal code.' 

The Beal Property GommissionerB appointed by Sir Boberi 
Peel had, with luoessant labour, and with the aid of the most 
eminent men in the profession of the law, prepared a bill 
wlmreby, for the tedious, harassing, expensive, and perilous 
system of fines and recoveries bv means of fictitious actions in 
the Court of Common Pleas, was substituted a simple deed, to 
be executed by the parties interested, — a bill allowing a bro- 
ther of the half-blood of the purchaser of an estate to succeed 
to it rather than a distant collateral relation, — a bill to sim- 
plify conveyances, and to clear titles by r^ulating the law of 
dower, — and a bill giving uniformly an mdefeasible title to 
land by an adverse possession of twenty years, whereas the 
period of prescription before was in some cases five years, and in 
some cases might be extended to five hundred. These bills 
were introduced this session into the House of Commons bv 
the gentleman was at the head of the Commission.'' 

Hero they were received with general applause, and they 
seemed likely to pass quietly through the House of I>orcls. 
But when they stood for a second reading there, "the Earl 
of Eldon said, he wished to call the attention of his noble 

P 13 Haiuarl. Srd Bcries, 9«7. 1 Mr. Campbell, tbca M.i>. for Stafford. 
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and learned friend on the woolBaok to the bills at present in 
progress through Parliament for making essential changes 
in the law of re«d property, and to sn^iest whether it would 

not bo expedient to refrain from proceeding any farther with 
the bills in the present session. The bills proposed to make 
most extensive and osssential changes in tho law. They were 
founded on the Jieports of tho (Jonimis.sioner.s on the T^aw of 
Iteal Property, but, recollecting what the.se IJeports were, and 
the great importance of the alterations, lie tlumght that time 
ought to be given to consider the subject till tlie next ses- 
sion ; and his advice would be to every proprietor of land, in 
Parliament, to take home with him an eminent lawyer and an 
able solicitor, in order to ascertain what was to become of his 
properly under the provisions of these bills, if they should pass 
into laws." ' 

The Lord Chancellor, in deference to such high authority', 
very properly agreed that the bills should stand over, but 
they passed in a subsequent session without the alteration of 
a single word being made in any of them in either House of 
Parliament ; — and 1 believe, that if Lord Eldon were now alive, 
he would admit that they have operated beneficially.* 

He finally expressed his high disapprobation of the last 
reforming measure of the session, which was to abolish a 
large number of sinecure offices in Chancery, and to simplify 
some of the proceedings of that Court. " The Earl of Eldon 
lamented that such a bill should have been brought forward 
at this period of the session. He could not agiee that all 



' AgdMt the • LfmttatlMi of Actiofis 
Bill," that moct Bolutjiry statiitp, wbkh 
•wept away between fifty and sixty qpecies 
ofaetloiiB, bit argament resolved Itoelf Into 

tlie lamentation •• that pri>fessional men, if 
tlieae meaanrea were carried, would have 
to begin their legal studies over asaln.'* 
2 Townsend, 463. That statute it fell to 
my lot to prepare. But my Labour was light 
compared to that dt my friend Mr. P. R 
liiiKlio, who prciiared the statute fur substi- 
tuting a Deed iu the place of " Fines and He- 
corerlea." This I do dpilberatelj' pronounce 
h> 1m' line of tlie most wouilerrul effortii of the 
bunian mind. The very learned and acute 
Sir Edward Suf^en, late Lord Chancellor of 
IrelttiK-i, iKif unr.'Ki iti:iV)ly jiy. rn'iimc<jd the 
plan iropoMiiblc, and recommended that there 
■boold merely be tome more simple forma 
whidi shouM be dedsred lo have the same 



operation as Fines and Recoveries —perpe- 

tuatiiiij that corapliaitcd and abstruj* and 
most artificial beikd of learning. But lir. 
Brodle, eomprefaensively vicviing all that 
%\as before dmie by Fines and liecoveries, 
bas admirably oiaile provision for the same 
being done directly by Deed between parties, 
— witlujut, in any respect, sliakinf? the se- 
curity of titles, aitd without varying by a 
shade, the power of cutting off entails which 

before exlste'l. All wlm ;ir<j acquainted with 

the sutiiect must oe aware of the tremeudous 
dlfRcoltieg which he had to eneonnter. 
Landed proprietors who now rc-s< ttlu their 
estates. — when they consider the enormouit 
expense and vexation from whidi ttwj are 
rescued, ought to exdaitn, "Thanks he tW 
God and Peter Bellinger Brodle!" 

• u HsAfiavd* 8rd arriea, •00k Stat3k4 
W.4,e.t4,e.l06»cl0t,c ST. 
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these offices were sinecures, and great inconvenience might 
result from their abolition before a proper provision was 
made for the peiforiiiance of the duties. He had tiHed the 
office of Lord Chancellor for seven-and twenty years, with 
only a very short interval, and he had been praotiBing at the 
bar of the Court for many years ; could it, uien, be possible 
for that which was called * Chancery Beform ' to have escaped 
hia attention, and that of his many noble and learned pre- 
decessoi-s ? and their impression certainly was, that improve- 
ment in the Court of Chancery was not to be brought about 
by the sudden introduction of a ready-formed system, but 
by propounding leforms and making t)iders, as the necessity 
for them should from time to time arise."* Unfortunately, 
in spite of the most glaring necessity and of repeated warn- 
ings, he had propounded no reforms — ^he had made no orders 
to correct aolmowledged abuse ; and the feeling on this occa- 
sion was 80 strong against him, that all sides supported the 
bill, and it passed without difficulty. Pie was so much annoyed 
by such defeats, that he wrote to Lord Stowell : — 

"August, 1832. 

I do not Mtk I shall be able to persuade mynelf togo down to Par- 
liament again. God knows I hiu e strength little enough left to be able 
to afford wasting any portion of it in an attendance utterly, absolutely, 
and hopelessly useless. Uneasiness of mind, produced by observing 
what is there going ou, and hov^ weighs me down more than I can 
endure, and I rmet think that I shall not again think of enduring it.** 

He was at present likewise haimted by the di ead of " Poli- 
tical Unions," which he prophesied would soon supitress the 
House of Commons, and the House of Lords too, and tho 
third and higher bruich of the legislature into the bargain." " 
He particularly reprobated their doctrines of free trade. 
"The Unionists," says he, "are, it seems, unanimous for a 
repeal of the com laws. The abused and misled lower ordeis 
are all for this. It will ruin them. Suppose the repeal lowers 
rents one-half — what is the consequence of that ? The landed 
gentlemen can neither keep one half of the number of ser^^ants 
they now keep, nor spend one half of what Ihey now spend 
with tradesmen and manufacturei-s. Of course the tradesmen 
and manufacturers must lower the wages, one half, of all the 
cervants and workmen they employ, or only employ one half 
of them. — The system that the working class and servants are 

* 14 Haueard, 3rd miu, 1171. ^ Letter to Lord Lnconobe. 
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now pushing must ruin themselves.'* * These sentiments are 
probably still approved by many ; and it should be remem- 
bered that^ when they were uttered, Lord Eldon entertained 
l^em in oommon wi& a Tast majority of the intelligent and 
independent statesmen of this oonntzy. 



GHAPTEB CCXI. 

CONTXNaATION OF THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL HIS FINAL BETBEAT; 

FHOM POLITICS. 

Soosr after the eonolvsion of this session of Parliament, whioh 
Aj>.i832. £ldon considered so disastrous, he had the 

misfortune to lose his second son, William Henry, 
who, although disqualified for steady application to business 
by his sinecures, had much natural cleverness, insomuch that 
liis father said, If I had not been Chancellor, William Hemy 

might." y 

The bereaved parent, to divert his melancholy, undertook a 
journey to visit his estate in the county of Durham, which he 
had not seen for many years. He £xed his head-quarters at 
the inn at Busheyford. Being pressed to go on to Kewcastle, 
he said, Ay, I know my fellow-townsmen complain of my 
not coming to see them ; but how can I pass that bridge ? " 
He referred to the bridge across the Tyne looking on the 
house where " Bessy " had lived with her parents, and fix>m 
which she had eloped with him. 

^ Letter to LonI SlowflU. leather in PiccadiUj, when a gentleman, 

y The young gentleman bad likewise a driving past them in a emart cabriolet, (— 

considerable shore of dry humour. He once with a " <tj)«r " behind, — ) took off hig hat uid 

told me that, while a member of the Ilou^e made a low bow. * Wbo is that?' said Loid 

of Commons, he made it » rule to be always Eldon, 'who treato me with reepect, now 

present at the divi$Um, and never at the that I am nobody?' ' Why,' said William 

debaU; adding,—" I regularly read the ar- Henry, 'that is Sir John Campbell, the Whig 

gninents on both sides in the newqMpers SoUcitor-QeneraL' *I wonder what th^ 

next morning, and it is marvellous tlutt I would have said of me,' cried the ez-Chan« 

uniformly find I bnve been zl|^ in mj cellor, * if I had driven about in a cabriolet 

votes." when I was SolicitoT'OeiieraL' 'I will tell 

Wtdte this sheet Is passing Uirough the yon what they would have said, dear IkSier/ 

press, I have heard a noble peer relate the replied William Henry, ' they would have 

following anecdote, for the purpoae of illna* said. There goes the greatest latoyer and the 



trating IhedttraetntflffLofd Eldon and Ui wont wUj^ In aU EBgM.**'—M wmm» 
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After his return to Encombe he was cheered by finding, 
on tiie diasolutioii of Faiiiament, to which, a&er a good deal of 
hedtatio&y Williain lY. had agreed, at ihe pzessing reqnest of 
his Muusters,* that there were still some ConservatiYe letarna, 
and particularly one for his native county. Thus he gaily 
and graoefdlly oongxatolated the lady of the new Member : — 

Deah Mbs. Bell, 

** The heart of an old gentleman of eighty-two is so overjoyed by 
the intelligenoe yofo have been so kind as to send him, tiiat he is quite 
renovated in youth, health, and spirits; and he thinks if he had yon 
for his partner, he could go down a country danoSi as in dsys of yore^ 
to the tune of Bonny Northumberland." 

The opening of the first Befoimed Parliament, in January 
1833, when Mr. Manners Sutton, though a keen Con- 
servative, was placed in the chair of the House of ^^^* 
Commons, and the Irish Coercion Bill was introduced into the 
House of Lords, gave much contentment to Lord Kldon, — while 
it was not quite satisfactory to all the Liberal supporters of the 
Government. As might be expected, he highly lauded the mea- 
sure by which courts-martial were to be substituted for trial by 
jury, in the disturbed districts in Ireland ; and he cautioned 
Lord Grey so to word it, that offences committed while it was 
in operation might be punished after it had expired.* When 
the bill came back from the Commons with some mitigation 
of its severity, he cavilled at the amendments which had been 
made in it.^ 

All the other bills brought forward by the Government he 
strenuously opposed. That founded on the Keport of the 
Common Law Commissioners, authorising the Judges to 
make rules for regulating pleading as well as practice in their 
Goarts, he oondenmed, as conferring upon them a legislative 
power, and he insisted that all the proposed amen^ents 
should be specified and defined by Act of Parliament.* Tet 
itpassed.*^ 

■ I haiipened to be called into the lOnift hlsdaagbter while the bin was pending, he 

eloeet to Wss hands and to be knighted, on says,—" The Duke of Wellington made a 
laj appointment as Solicitor-General, a few good speech ; but neither he nor Grey could 
mmilles aflw this consent was given ; and very easily, and certainly not at all get out 
the excited state in wtiich I found them has of the scrape, by the Boman Relief Bill 
since be< n explained U) me. being the catue of aU the diaoiders and 

■ 15 Hun»arJ, ard series, 750. miseries now tO be dMCked and 
b 16 Hansard. 3rd series, 1294. He le* If poesible." 

cretly believed Oatbolic Emancipation to « 16 Hansard, 3rd series, l(m* 
have oaased aU the nkchki: Inaletterto d3a4W.4.o;4S. 
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He likewise opposed Lord Brougham's bills for regiilatiDg 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council as a court of 
appeal, and for the establishment of County Courts, — and 
wrote thus disparagingly of both of iheiok to Lord Stowoll : — 

April, 1883. 

"Tlie ChancellOT must think the Privy Council, as heretofore at- 
teiKled, has been a sad tribunal : for he has brou:j;ht a bill into the 
House of I/irds, in which he makes all the Judj^es, and even the 
piiiicipal coaiuiissioner of the new Court of Bankruptcy, additional 
members of a Committee of Privy Cotmcillors, to hear ecclesiastical 
appeals, prise ooart appeals, &e. &o. Either be or I am becoming Teiy 
foolish. 

" He has brought in another bill for establishing permanent courts 
iu the ditlereut counties, with Serjeants or barristera often years' stand- 
ing, constantly sitting with juries, in like manner as the Judges when 
they go the Spring and Summer circuit throughout the kingdom,^ 
each county as it wove having through the year a county Westminster 
Hall* of its own. 'i'his odd scheme is at first to be tried only in 
two or three couuties, to see how it answers. I hope he won't select, 
as his trial or experiment oonnties, Durham or riorset ; perhaps you 
would not wish him to take Berks or Gloucestershire. But there are 
no lords attending the House upon such matters, and he will have 
his own way.** 

Again, respeoljng this last ineasure, he thus 'writes to his 
dan^tbr : — 

** I went down yesterday* to denounce a most abominable law bill 

of the Chancellor's : spoke as strongly against it as an old lawyer's 
mind and body could enable him to speak, and moved to put oft the 
bill for six months. J lis friends brought together a majority against 
me ; — those — ^many — ^who ought to have been my friends, to many of 
^liiom I bad been a friend indeed in past life, would not take the 
trouble to come, or to stay, — ^and I was beaten : a thing I don't relish 
much, and the less because the measure I opposed is, 1 think, one of 
the most objectionable I have ever seen proposed to Parliament. I 
shall attend on the day when a third reading of it will be proposed, 
vote against it, and record my Cfrinions and objections in a protest. 
That done, I shall attend no more, except when the Church Beform 
Hill couK'S to us, as to wliich, I think, nobody is acting discreetly and 
|)rudently on either side. 1 know 1 am gime by, and can do no good; 
nut I will not, in so very important a matter, shrink from making an 
attempt, however feeble or useless it may be, to do my duty." 

The Judicial Committee Bill passed this session, to the 
great beuoUt of the community ; but the Local Cuurte Bill 

• See 13 Uuusard, ard aeries, UU5* 
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was lost in a subsequent stage by the poweiful opposition of 
Lord I^yndliurst. 

Lord Li don was most incensed against Lord Stanley's lihh 
Church Temporalities Bill, by which ten bishoprics were 
suppressed, aiid their rerenues were to he applicable to tiie 
maintenance of parochial clergy, and the payment of ohuroh 
cess. When it came up from Ihe Commons, allhongh with- 
out the fiEimous appropriation clause," he thus wrote to his 
daughter: — 

" Our news, domestic, is very bsd. The Duke of Wellington, and 
a lot of adherents who act with him, mean to vote for, and not against, 

tlie Church Reform Bill to-morrow on the second reading. The few 
of us who can't consent to Church 8]X)liation will vote, from our hearts, 
against it ; but beat<in we must be, as this most unexpected change has 
taken place. What is to beoome of aU that is woith preserving is 
known only to Uim who nileth in heaven. I shall fight for my old 
principles to the last. 

" Tlie fatigues of the debate, wliich may be long, and jjerhaps night 
and night, to me will be, pobably, very fati«;uing indeed ; but 1 shall 
nuTse myself in the day-time, and keep in as gcxnl order as I can. In 
some part of the proceedinjcs I shall speak." 

TTe did attend, and made a very impressive speech, saying, 
** that, conscious of the approach of that time when, in the 
course of nature, his existence must close, he felt himself, 
npon his oath and his honour, imperatively called on to 
occupy their Lordships' attention for some short space, while 
he stoted the groimds of his o|>])osition to this measure; and 
he trusted their Lordships would receive his sincere acknow- 
ledgments for the uniform respect and attention which they 
had bestowed \i\x)n liim during the veiy lonji; time for which 
he had sate npon the woolsack. It was a fallacy to talk of 
the Irish Church as something distinct from the English ; 
from the time of the legislative union between the two coun- 
tries, there was one united Ohorch of England and L eland. 
He ui^ed the objections founded on the King's coronation 
oath, and on the engagement with Ireland and Ssotiand at the 
respective times of the two unions. AVith respect to the 
union of England and IrelaTid, the King, when he gave his 
consent to that Act, was called on, by the most solemn rites 
and ceremonies, not merely to say, ' Le Roi le veut, but he was 
also called on to say, in the most solemn manner, * So help me 
God! I will maintain this Act.*" **And so help me God," 
his Lordship exclaimed, " I will not consent to any Act ui Tar- 
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liament that will disturb or affect the interests of that Estab- 
lishment to which I have vowed my constant and eternal 
attachment. T must be allowed to say, whatever consequences 
it may expose me to, — that if the Great Seal had been in my 
hands at the present time, "which would have hound me to 
tender my humble advice on this subject to his Majesty, and 
if the King had declined accepting that advice which in my 
conscience I might haye given, bo help me that God b( fui o 
whose tribunal 1 have soon to appear, I would, with all dutiful 
respect, have said, ' Sire, it is my duty to assume that you 
imderstand that which 1 think your duty better than I do ; the 
advice I have given is from my soul and conscience what I 
ought to give you ; I am bound to defer to your judgment, but 
I cannot entangle myself with the consequences which, in my 
after-life, must attach to other advice, and I cannot go out of 
this room without resigning into your hands the seals of office, 
which compel me to tender you my advice. I have given my 
Sovereign my best advice, according to my humble judgment, 
and as it is not approved of, it is my duty to resign.' Can 
your Lordships suppose, knowing as you must what is going 
on in this country, that this measure is the limit to which you 
will 1x3 obliged to go, if you accede to it? The present bill 
destroys the church rates as now collected in Ireland : and 
every man who reads the newspapers must perceive that the 
moment is not &r distant when no more church rates will be 
collected in England."' 

l^e second reading of the bill was carried, however, by a 
majority of 157 to 98.* On the third reading, Lord Eldon 
returned to the attack with renewed energy. He said, " he 
founded himself on the experience of a long life, in affirming 
that the prosperity of this country was inseparably interwoven 
with the maintenance of an established reli*j;ion. The Pro- 
testant religion he considered to be the best form of religion; 
and he had no more doubt than he had of his own existence, 
now drawing very near to a close, that the present bill was 
calculated to undNmine the established religion of this coun- 
try. He hoped the ai^unient, that this was a measure cal- 
culated to strengthen the Church by its liberality, would not 
prevail in that House. He held religious belief to be a thing 
between God and a man's own conscience ; but it must at the 
same time be allowed that a man, liaving acquired the liberty 
of his own conscience, was not therefor© permitt^ to disturb 

f 18 HausMd, ^rd seriei, 918. e lb. 1016. 
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the national peace and the national conscience. Whatever 
might be the opinion of their Lordships as to the religions 
feeling of the oommnnitj, they might rely upon it, that if 
the principle of non-payment of rates heoanse of a dififereDce 
in religions belief were onoe established, many would be found 
to leave the Church for the pnipose of evadmg the burthen. 
The union between the two countries never would have taken 
place if this measure could have been foreseen. This bill 
was a direct fraud upon the Protestants of Ireland, — he 
conld give it no other name. He declared that he would 
ratlier forego his existence than support a bill which, in his 
opinion, was calculated to destroy the Established Church of 
Iralaad."^ 

The biU passed hy a great majority;* sad allhongh I am 
afraid that, from the mismanagement of property Msted in 
oommissioners, little practical good haa been done by it, I do 
not believe that it has worked any injury to the Chuioh, either 
in England or Ireland. 

While Lord Eldon was now considered rather an old- 
fashioned politician, there was a due appreciation of his steady 
adherence to his principles, — and, the envy raised by the en- 
joyment of power having passed away, and uie disappointments 
which must he occasioned hy the exercise of great patronage 
being forgotten, he received tokens of respect and good-will 
from all classes of the commanily. 

The following is an account of his reception by the Benchers, 
Barristers, and Students of the Middle Temple : — 

"Yestefday being the grand day in Trinity Term at the ^liddle 
Temple, on which it is usual for the Judc^es nnd other disting;iiiKhed 
members of the Society to dine in the Hall, the Earl of Eldon, who 
has not been present on this occasion for several years, dined at the 
Besich table. The veiiemble Bail was in ezfiellent health and spirits. 
In the course of the evening he proposed as a toast, ' The Bar ;* and 
shortly afterwards an intimation was made to the Bench, tliat the Bar 
then present were desirous of testifying their rcsix'ct for the distin- 
guished member of their Society and of the profession who had that 
day gratified tkem his presenoe. * The health of the Earl of Eldon ' 
was them drunk with an unexampled enthuriaam. The hall rang with 
acclamations, Bench, Bar, and Students appearinp; to vie with each 
other in their manifestations of respect. — The Earl of Eldon rose, 
evidently under the influence of considerable emotion, to return thanks. 
He observed ' HbalL he oouM not but feel deeply aenrible of the honour, 
er he would rather my the kind feeling, which the Bar had juat shown 

h 30 ILiafcarO. 3rd lerief, 114. 1 135 to M. 20 HanMrd. 3rd M^M^ 114. 
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tovi-uds him, when he called to mind that a period of half a centmy 

had elapsed since he first became a member of that Society, Long, 
lie trusted, midit (lie Har coiitiuue to maintain that high, and ho- 
jiourablc, and independent character, which was essential to the pure 
adminijitratiun of justice, and which, he would take leave to say, was 
one of the main souroes of the prosperity which this cotintry had 
hitherto enjoyed. So long as the profession maintaiiied that high 
character, he was sure that tlie people of this country would always 
look to Westminster Hall for the maintenance of tlieir just rights, — 
*and, looking to Westminster Hall, it is impossible,' said the noble 
Earl, turning towards the window of the Middle Temple Hall, which 
is decorated with the armorial bearing of Lords Clarendon, Somers, 
Talbot, Ilardwicke, Ashburton, Kenyon, Tenterdcn, Sec, 'that they 
can ever forget the Middle 'rcuipU;.' The venerable Earl was, at the 
couclusiou of his speech, and on retiring from the Hall, greeted with 
enthusiastic and continued cheering by the whole Society." 

His own notice of this dinner, in a letter to hia daughter, is 
still more touching : — 

I yesterday, being much pressed so to do^ dined at the Middle 

Temjile, at the Benchers' anniversary dinner. It was right that 1 
shonld conquer, if 1 omld, my great reluctance to every thing of that 
sort, and 1 was repaid for my struggle to conquer that reluctance, by 
my reception. All the younger members of the Society dined, as well 
as the old ones, the Benchers; and, as I walked down the great Hall in 
which we dined, there was a general .sort of acclamation of kindnfiw 
from them aU, which cheered an old gentleman." 

It happened that in a few months after he was subpoenaed 

as a witness in the Court of Exchequer in an action for false 
imprisonment, brought by an attorney of the name of Dicaa 
against Lord Chancellor Brougham. The plaintiff proposed 
to prove, by the evidence of the ex-Chancellor, that the 
warrant under which he had been committed to the Fleet by 
the noble and learned defendant was contrary to the practice 
of the Court of Chancery, and therefore illegal. I give the 
rest of the story in the words of my excellent friend Mr. 
Horace Twiss : — 

**When Lord Eldon appeared on the Bench, which is the usual place 
for peers visiting a court of jastice, the whole Bar respectfully rose^ 
with one accord, from their seats. When he stood up to be sworn, 
the Bar aprain simultaneously rose. He was interrogated by Mr. (after- 
wards Baron) Piatt, the leading counsel for the jdaintifT, about his 
recollection of certain ]X}ints of practice as thev had been in his own 
Chancellorship. He stated that he oould not distinctly recollect these 
points at such a distance of time ; hut that he oould not hope to have 
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80 conducted the business of his Ourt as not to have made some mis- 
takes in a period of almost five-and-twenty years, during which he bad 
held the Great Seal, though he was not aware of any particular in- 
stance in which errors liad boon committed by him. At the close ol 
his examination in chief he added, '1 am not a willing witness. 1 
thought it my duty to comply when I was summoned by a subpoena ; 
buty at my age and the distance I was at, I should have hardly been 
willing to come, unless I had considered it to be a duty between man 
and m;m.' It fell to Sir John (afterwards Ix)rd) Campbell, at that 
time Solicitor-General, who led for the defendant, the then Lord Chan- 
cellor, to cross-examine Lord Eldon. The learned Solicitor began by 
saying, ' Allow me, in the name of the Bar, to express the satisfaction 
w^e all have in the honour of seeing your Lordship : ' and then proceeded 
with his cross-examination. When it concluded, Lord Eldon, who had 

S'ven his evidence in a low tone of voice, retired ; and, as he withdrew, 
lO Bar i^n expressed their reverence, by rising from their seats as 
before. This was, probably, the only case in which it ever happened ' 
that a Lord Chancellor (Lord Brougham) was defendant ; an ex-T^rd 
Chancellor (Lord Eldon) a witness ; another ex-Lord Chancellor (Ix)rd 
Lyndhurst) the judge ; and a future Lord Chancellor of Ireland (Lord 
Campbell) the connsel.** ^ 

But no attentions to himself could soothe his solicitude 
about public affairs— on which, shortly after this, he wrote 

to a fiiend : — 

"When I look at the state of the countn', and sec, or think I see, 
the Monarchy, the Peerage, the owners of property, sinking — I fear in- 
evitably smking — under the role and domination of Democrats, I have 
no comfort in lookiio^ forward.*' * 

Yet his spirit remained unbroken, and he resolved to embrace 
any opportunity that might present itself for BtriTing to serve 
his country — 

. . . . " thonfrh fall'n on evil days, 
On evil days though faU n, and evil tongues ; 
Li dutaMM and irtUi daneen compaM'd TOond.'* 

I now reach the year 1834, which is memorable in our party 
annals, and which before its termination witnessed ^ 
the dismissal of the AN higs. But, after a short-lived 
Government conducted on principles which Jjord Eldon conld 
not applaud, they were re- called, and they remained in oflico 
till he was removed from a world made ^td to him by such 
mortify ing viciflsitades. 

It was generally thought tibat on the death of Lord Grenville 
he would at last have become Chancellor of the Universily ' 

k Chaik ML " Letter to CumnlMtnrQoidoii. 13th Decisis. 
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of Oxford, his principles being in such exact accordance with 
those of that learned body. However, I do not Hud an 
instance of an ex-Lord Chancellor of England being elected 
Chancellor of either UniTersily. Stou^y as Lord Eldon 
had fought for Church and King, he was now meritus, and 
there was hardly a possibilily that he should again be po»- 
aessed of power and patronage. The Duke of Wellington 
was not only the hero of a hundred battles, terminating with 
Waterloo, but was expected before long to resinne his station 
as Prime Ministor. His Grace being broii^lit forward by a 
more influential party, Lord Eldon immediately gave way, 
but was at first evidently not a little hurt that the author of 
the Boman Catholic Bill " should be referred to the oham- 

Sion of Protestant Aaoendemgr; and thus he wrote to his 
aughter : — 

" I take it that the Duke of Wellington will certainly be the Chan- 
cellor of Oxford. It is singular that Ihe warmest supporters of the 
author of the Roman GathoUc ^11 seem to be those who, on account 
of that Anti-FiDtestaDt measure, threw out Peel from his situation 
ofM.P." 

His chagrin was soon dissipated, and he joined in tiie 
general wish to do honour to the choice which the UniTersitj 
had made,— as we learn from the following letter to his 
daughter : — 

*< The new Chancellor of the tTnivermty of Oxfoid gave his dinner 

yesterday, ujxm being sworn into office. Being asked as High Stew ard, 
I thought it right to go. The Duke of Wellington proposed my health 
in a very handsome speech, and I addressed the coniimny in an answer 
of thanks, in a way I hoix5 tolerably g^xnl, and very well received. 
The atteiidanoe was fotiguing, hut to-day 1 am not the worse for it 
I was invited as High Steward to attend the g^t ceremonial in June 
at Oxford ; but that would be too much for me, and I should have no 
pleasure in it.^ 

Nevertheless, when June came round, he actually did attend 
the installation, and from the respect shown to him he had as 
much reason to bo gratified as if he had actually worn the 
robes of Chancellor of the University. He thus explains his 
motives and his adventures : — 

" The earnest desire expressed to me by so many of the University, 

tliAt I sliould at least make my appearance there on this occasion, and 
the reasons, of a public nature and with reference to i)ublic interests, 
are so strung for my doing so, that rex)airing there has appeared to me 
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unavoidable ; but, after I have been there enough to satisfy the reasons 
fur my going at all, 1 shall quit, and not stay the bueineiss tijrougiiout." 
r After describing die difficulty he experienced in finding poet-hones on 
his journey :] " I did arri\ e, however, at the Vice-Chancellor's in time : 
and, a little after, arrived also at the Vice-Cliancellor's the Duke of 
Wellington, lie, as well as I, was obliged to make his entrance into 
Oxford with only a pair of poor miserably tired hack post-horses. We 
were both lodged, tluroughout the whole time, at the Vice-Chanoellor's 
bouse, snd our parties in it were comfortably small. The next morning 
was a fine mornincr, and the procession from University College to the 
riiejitre was all on foot, through countlei>s multitudes in the streets, 
cheering and huzzaing as we passed along. In this procession were 
almost all the doctors in divinity and law, except the bishops ; and in 
this, as there generally are in such spectacles, some very well-dressed 



Sidmouth's maid, who unfortunately had a ^oc-d deal of casli in it, — 
I believe about fifteen pwmds. This genteel pickpocket was dressed in 
academical gown and robes. 

•* The dinner that day was given, and a very splendid dinner it was, 
in University College. 1 conjecture that we had thirty peers or more at 
our banquet. The liall of University College has Ijeen jait, by repairs, 
and ornaments, and embellishments, in a state of perfect beauty. We 
had some good speeches after dinner, and I did, in that way, as well as 
I could. The company sat long, ana aftenvards most of them went to 
the concert^ but 1 did not adventure so to do.'* 

Lord Enoombe, with several other persons of distinction, 
was on this occasion to reoeiye the honoraiy degree of Doctor 
of Civil Law, and the following is an authentic account of the 
ceremony : — ** When it came to his turn to be presented, there 
v:si8 great applanse, and the looks of all were tuined to Lord 
Eldon, whose eyes were fixed upon his fp-andson. Dr. 
Phillimore, as Law Professor, taking Lord Encombe by the 
hand, presented him to the Chancellor and Convocation with 
these words : — ' Lisigiiissimo Cancellaric, vosqiie ogrog^ii Pi o- 
curatores, praisento vobis prsenobilem virum, Johaniieui Scott, 
Yice-Ccmitem Encombe, e CoUegio Kovo, Artinm Magistrum, 

etHonoratissimi Gomitis de Eldon ' This name had scarcely 

passed the Professor's lips when there arose a universal shout 
of loud and enlhusiaBtio cheering. Lord Eldon had stood up 
when his grandson approached, but was quite overcome by 
this burst of kind feelin"; toward himself and his family. 
Leaning his arm on the cushion of his desk, he covered his 
face. When the first applause had subsided, the Professor 
resumed — Comitis do Eldon" — but a second burst drowned 
hiB voice for several minutes longer. l)r. I'hillimore found 
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that it would be quite impossible to get on if he mentioned 
thiB nanid again, so when silenoe was obtained he continued — 
*nnicnm Nepotem, nt admittatnr ad gtadnm Dootoris in Jure 

Civili, honoris cansl.' The Duke of Wellington, as Ghan> 
oellor, rising and taking off his cap, according to tiie usage, 
pronouncea the formal admission : * Vir honoratissime, ego, 
auctoritate mea et totius Universitatis, admitto to ad gradum 
Doctoris in Jure Civili, honoris causa.' — Upon which Lord 
Encomhe, advancing, ascended the steps of the Chancellor's 
chsiir, to receive his hand. The cordiality of the Duke's 
manner in welcoming his young friend drew fresh cheers from 
the assembly : and when Lord Encombe, instead of proceeding 
at once to his place among the Doctors, tamed aside, ard, 
taking Lord Eldon's hand, bowed himself respectfully and 
affectionately upon it, the expressions of sympathy with the 
young nobleman were repeated by the spectators more warmly 
still. Tlie aged Earl, after gazing on his grandson for some 
moments with overflowing eyes, again sank his head upon the 
desk hefore him, amid continuing peals of applause, and 
covered his face with his handii from the view of the enthu- 
siastic multitude.*'" 

Lord Eldon, in writing to his daughter. Lady Frances, 
thus naturally expressed his own great delight : — 

•« Wednesday niirht (June 11th, 1843). 

" This has been a very gratifyiu.ii day — I have heen quite overcome 
by the treatment I received in the Theatre to-day ; it almost anthovzes 

me to say that I have spent a life so as to sjain a d^ree of estimation 
which 1 had no i<loa I possessed. It afiected me extremely. The 
multitude in the Theatre quite uproarious : Down ydth all Whig pick- 
iwckots, &c. ^c." 

'* Thursday (June 12tb, 1834). 

"It is quite overpowering to have uet with the congratulatioDS of 
TnuUitudes, great multitudes, here, ufx>n the reception of my name in 

the Theatre yesterday over and over again. When Encombe had his 
degree, the manner in which the Duke of Wellington received and 
handed him up to me, the people calling out * Eldon,' was affecting 
beyond any thing I ever met. 

When he returned to London, he said with honest exulta- 
tion, " I will tell you what charmed me verv much when J 
left the Theatre, and was trying to get to my caniage ; — 
one man in the crowd shouted out, * There is old Eldon — 

" This Eccne has been made the sutiieci of a flue palntlDg by BriggiB, which bas been 
beantilUlly engraved fey Floden. 
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cheer him, for he never ratted ! * I was very much delighted, 
for 1 never did rat. I will not say I have been right through 
life — I may have been wrong — but I will say that 1 have been 
oonsisient. All mankind mast admit the cUSm he here makes, 
which, perhaps, is as mnoh to be respected 9s that made for 
candour by sudden oonvertites.*' 

But I must now return to the thorny path of politics* 
Before the installation at Oxford, Jjord Eldon had enjoyed 
the satisfaction of seeing the Whig Ministers disagree among 
themselves as to the extent to which the ])ropeii;y of the Irish 
Church might be interfered with by the State. Tliis dispnte 
cannot yet be discussed as matter of history, and for obvious 
reasons I abstain fiom touching on recent parly transactions, 
except in as &r as the subject of this memoir was personally 
concerned in them. He expressed unbounded delight when 
Lord Stanley, Sir James Graham, the Duke of Richmond, 
and Lord Ripon resigned ; and he declared that the mis- 
rule under which the nation had been sufferinjirfor some vears 
must now be at an end." But, to his gioat ^^1)rpriBe and mor- 
tification, Lord Grey's Government rallied from this blow, 
and for a little time recovered its popularity. The ^^ hig 
Attorney-General, who, on his promotion, had been thiown 
out at Dudley on acconnt of Irish coercion and the minis- 
terial support of the Pension List, was, in a few days after, 
returned triumphantly for the City of Edinburgh ; and the 
different sections of the Liberal party showed a disposition to 
i*e-unite,° — so that Ijord Mdon expresse<l a fear that '* the 
restoration of the Tories was indefinitely posty)oned." He 
always manfully adhei ed to this old, respected, time-honoured 
name of his party, under which for near two centuries they 
had so gallantly defended the altar and the throne, — talking 
rather contemptuously of the upstiirt appellation of " Con- 
servatives," — among whom he foretold would be found some 
of very lax notions both respecting religion and politics. 

Although watching anxiously the Ticissitudes which seemed 
favourable or adverse to what he considered good government 
in the country, and although he still attended regularly in his 
place in Parliament, — on account of his declining strength he 
took very little part in the debates during the session ; and 

* The news of these restgnatioos rndMd over tbe city before daybreak, as ' (he vtSitP 

Edinbuigh during the night preceding tlio ruin of the Whig cause;" bat it apanited 

poU by ao exprea from Uie Carlton Club, favourably foi tbe Wbig caudklate. 
•Bdmttt bounced in handblllt, posted all 
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when lie did speak, he cemplained that lie was not lieaxd» and 
that he was nusreported, — 

.... "blB big manly voice 
Tanning agiOn towazd chOdSih tnUe." 

He took occasion to denounce the sapinenees of the law 
officeiB of the Grown in not patting down ** Trades XTniona," 
whose meetings and processions he declared to he illegal;* 

and lie once more inveighed against the unjust practice of 
disfranchising boroughs for corruption.' On the much agi- 
tated question, whether any surplus revenue of the Church of 
Ireland, after providing for the spiritual wants of all the 
members of that Church, might lawfully be Hi)plied to the 
general education of the people, he said with great earnest- 
ness, — " If there be any of your Lordships, or if there be 
any portion of my oonntrymen, who regard my opinion as 
an old lawyer, I do here in this place Solemnly deny that the 
State has any right to meddle with the property of the Church 
at all. If Uiere he any who will Ytlue my opinion when I 
am gone from among you, T now leave it behind me as my 
solemn and deliberate declaration, that no la^^yer on earth 
can prove that, according to any knowTi principle of law, the 
surplus in question can bo appropriated to any other purposes 
than thc^e approved of by the Protestant Episcopalian Church 
of Ireland.'" 

He was much excited hy an al&ont which he thought had 
heen offered to the administration of justice. The twelTe 
Jndges had been summoned to attend the House of Lords, 
to assist their Lordships in determining a writ of error from 

the Court of Exchequer Chamber, in a case which turned on 
the validity of the notice given of the dishonour of a bill of 
exchange. When the venerable sages of the law appeared 
in their robes, there was no Lord Chancellor, or other Speaker 
of the House, to receive them, and a scene of lamentable con- 
fusion ensued. At length the attendance of some lay lords 
was obtained, and one of these (the Earl of Abingdon), being 
elected Speaker, took his place on the woolsack— ordered the 
counsel to he called in — aner the conclusion c^the arguments 
at the bar, put a question to the Judges respecting the suffi- 
ciency of the notice of the dishononr of the bill^ — and received 
their answer/ 

« 11>.a«8. • LaM Joomilii Uth June, 1834. Tte 
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At the next meeting of the House, " the Earl of Eldon said 
he wiflihed to call the attention of their LordahipB to a sabjeot 
of mnoh impoTtanoe to their chaxacter. The attendance of the 
twelve Judges had been xeqnired by that House to give their 
opinion upon some question relating to a writ of error. Upon 
that occasion neither the Lord Chancellor, nor the Deputy 
Speaker, nor any law loid, was present to receive them. This, 
ho could not help remarking, was most irregular — contrary to 
the fonns of their Lordiships' House, and contraiy also to their 
dignity and interests." " I recollect a case," said he, " wherein, 
the twelve Judges having given their opinions, the Lord Chan- 
cellor satisfied the House that thev were all wrong. I recollect 
another case wherein the Lord Chancellor saissfied ihe ' 
Hoaae — not that the opinions were wrong — but that it would 
be wrong for that House to act upon them.' In the present 
instance, I believe, the Judges were right: but, with such 
instances on record, was it proper that the Judges should be 
left with a lay lord only to guide them ? I will venture to 
say, that the esteem and respect of the subjects of this country 
for the House of Lords, as a court of judicature, is greater 
than for any other tribunal in the countiy. For the nke of 
your Lordships and of the saitors I shall move, on afntnre day, 
that the opinions of the twelve Judges shall never be received 
in this House unless the Lord Chancellor, or one of the lords 
mentioned in the commission of Deputy Speaker, be present." 
The Lord Chancellor said that he himself had been engaged 
in tlie Court of Chancery, and that Lord Denman was ex- 
pected to attend, but had been detained in the Court of King's 
Bench ; whereupon Lord Eldon intimated, that, in the hope 
that such an unfortunate occurrence would never again 
happen, he should waive the notice of moticii which he had 
given.** 

He wonld not oppose the New Poor Law, because it was 
warmly supported by the Duke of Wellington and almost the 
whole House of Lords, but he refused to vote in its favour, or 
to attend any of the discussions upon it, and thus he expressed 
himself respecting it to his daughter : — '* Heaven grant that 
this now mode of treating the poor and needy may not bring 
forth those fruits which I for one anticipate! They are to 

noble Earl waa long after addressed by bis Ilonse of Lords tbongfai tbat tbe mi^rity of 

fltakb «• "LoidOhtiMdlor,'* and Ik ft vwy the JndgM vera wrong, and decMed «k 

doubtful wlwttMr lam not bound to mite cording to flia vgiaSaa af two ^laeBtfaat 

his life. Judges. 

« IB Hr. OHJomdl't caaip 1b IMS. Ilia « 84 Baaaaid, Sid anka, BtY. MO, fM. 
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proceed in this hazardous measure to-night : but * unto their 
assembly mine honour shall not be united/ ** 

Tho last time that Lord Eldon OTer spoke in Parliament 
imB on the 25th da^ of Jnly, 1834 ; and although the occasion 

was not a very important one, it enabled him to show his 
adherence to the principles which had guided him through 
life. Kailroads he denominated, with wjnie truth, ''dangerous 
innovations ;" and he was very gUid to join in a vote rejecting, 
on the second reading, a bill, which had come up from the 
House of Commons, tor tlic making of " the Great Western 
Kailway." The majority against it being declared, Lord 
Whamcliffe said *' he fearod that the determination to which 
* the House had come would lower the reroeot of the people for 
their Lordships." The Earl cfBdm : I beg to tell the noble 
Lord that I have given my vote on conadentious grounds, and 
I am not to be told, by him or any other noble Lord, that such 
a vote will be injurious to your Lordships in the estimation of 
the people."* 

He resolved now to refrain from any effort of public speak- 
ing, but he still hoped to serve his country by his counsels ; 
and, if asked, he would not have been unwilling even to tiike 
a seat in a Cabinet the principles of which he entirely ap- 
proved, if sach an one should happily again be establuhed 
cefore his eyes were closed. A sudden gleam of hope waa 
created by the resignation of Earl Grey, but this was im- 
mediately overcast by the appointment of Lord Melbourne 
to succeed him, and Whig domination seemed firaily esta- 
blished under the admirable good sense, discretion, tact, and 
temper of the new Premier. A most stormy session closed in 
tranquillity. 

For a while our ex-Chancellor forgot his political disap- 
pointments, by making another visit to his estate in the connty 
of Durham, and gathering ronnd him all his Northern relations. 
He even talked of having some merry-making beyond the 
Tyne, observing to bis grand-niece, " Well, Ellen, when you 
and I meet in the Newcastle Assembly Rooms, we will open 
the ball." Ellen : *' Yes, uncle ; remember, you are engaged 
to me.** Lord Eldon : *' I will not forget, and we will call 
for ^Jack's alive* — that will be the proper tune — ^Jack's 
alive / * " 

In a letter to this young lady, on his return into Dorset- 
shire, he said : — 

^ 15 Hannrd, 3rd series. 46: 
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**I had a very dnll journey from Bnsheyfurd: how should it be 
othorwise ? I had left those 1 liked to be with, and I had no company 

except that of an individual now generally spoken of as * Poor old 
Eldoa.' Here I arrived, however, at last, and got home to my cottage, 
which, being situated in a deep valley, is not seen till you reach the 
door <tf the house. I rexnember Dr. Warren, when he once came here 
upon a medical visit, exclaimed, * Well, I have got to your den &t last ! ' 
In that den I have been pretty generally confined since I entered it ; 1 
am, however, as well as I can expect to be." 

While confined to his den, and raiher in a desponding state 
of mind from thinking of the great majorities which the Whigs 
still oommanded in the House of Conimons, and the feeble 

resistance oflFered to them in the House of Lords, he was 
astounded by the intelligence, which he could not for some 
time believe to be true, that during the recess of Parliament 
— public affairs being in a state of profound tranquillity — King 
William had dismissed his Ministers, on the ground that Lord 
Althorp had sneceeded to ilie titie of Earl fencer. ^'Now, 
at last," cried he, " the good old times must hie restored, and I 
must be sent for." He was the more confident in this last 
expectation because Sir Bobert Peel, not dreaming of changes 
of Government, was employing himself in viewing the curiosi- 
ties of the Vatican. But a week having rolled away without 
summons or commimication to him of any sort, in a letter to 
his grandson, dated Sunday, November 28rd, he thus betrays 
his disappoint ment : " To the moment 1 am writing 1 have had 
no letter from tliose who would heretofore have courted my 
advice, or been civil enough to pretend to ask it." However, 
having detained the letter till next dav, he sa3rB in a post- 
script, " Since I wrote what precedes uis, I have had a very 
civil letter from the Duke of Wellington. It tells me nothing 
material ; and, until Peel comes, it could not tell me any thing 
material." 

He was evidently chagrined at being put off with mere civi- 
lity, and he had serious misgivings from considering to whose 
hands the formation of the new Government was to be left ; 
bat still he had ^ood hi^es of him who had long snccessfnlly 
combated Catholic Emancipation, and having yielded to it from 
an overruling necessity, had since partly redeemed his charac- 
ter by a gallant resistance to the Eeform Bill. Meanwhile, in 
writing to his daughter, he thus affected indifference, but dis- 
closed anxiety, respecting what was to happen on the arrival 
of the Premier-elect 

VOL. X. 0 
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" The * Standard * of yesterday contains, in an article from some 
oHiefT paper, that the intended amngement for the Earl of Eldon nas 

fitiled. No such arrangement could have failed, for no sadk was in- 
tended ; and Lord Eldon is too old, and too wise, again to mingle in 
ministerial arrangements. I think nothing will be done, as to any such, 
mith respect to any body, till Peel comes hwne.** 

Lord Eldon was much hurt to find that the Cabinet was filled 
AA 1836. without his having the refusal of a seat in it, and 
without Ids having had the slightest concern in its for- 
mation, more tlum if he had never goiie by the ii^ of the "great 
Tory oabinet-maker." He now really oared little about ]Saoe, 
but he was most seriously alarmed when he read the *' Tarn- 
worth Manifesto," ^ which spoke of aoqnieaoing in the Eeform 
Bill, — of respecting the rights of conscience,— and of relaxing 
restrictions upon commerce. Doubting whether the reins of 
government might not almost as well have remained in the 



ditated any heavy blow to the Churcli, and might have been 
efifeotaallv restrained from inflioting any, he inveighed even 
more kmdly against this new Government than he mid against 
the Duke of Wellington's in 1828. 

Sir Robert Feel now — as then— tried to soothe him by a 
oivU letter:-^ 



"Deae Lord Eldon, 

" Your long experience in public life and devotion to your public 
dnties will, I hope, have found an excuse for me, if, un^ the circum- 
stances under which I was called to England, and the incessant and 
most harassing occupation in which I have been since cnt!;aged both 
night and day, I have appeared deficient, through niy silence, in that 
respect which I most sincerely entertain for you, and which, but for 
the cironmstances to whidi I have referred, ought to have and woald 
have dictated a much earlier communioation to you on the subject of 
the position of public afifairsi and the course which I proposed as the 
King's Minister to pursue. 

" That course has been now suiEciently indicated by the pnUic decla^ 
roHofu which I have been called upoQ to make, and by the appoinimentB 
which have taken place, on my advice, to the chief offices of the King's 
Governmont. It only remains for me, therefore, to apologise to you for 
a seeming inadvertence and inattention which would be wholly at 
yarianoe with my real feeliugs, and to express an earnest hope that the 
Administration over which I preside will entitle itself by its acts to 
jour support and oonfidence. 




probably never seriuusly me- 



et 



Whitehali Gardens^ Jan. lat, 1835. 
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^'Belidve me, dear Lord, with the onoerert respect, and best 
wiahes for yoar oomtiiuied health and happiness, 

Moat ftithfully yoara, 

"BoBBBT Fbbl." 

The Teiy bri«f and stiff reply is silent reniecting thei 
** (qrpoiniments " which had taken place by the aovioe of the 
Premier, but conveys marked diwpprobation of his **jMi&fie 
dtdaraOom :** — 

«I>BAB Sm BOBBBT FEBI^ 

I don't delay aoknowledgiog the receipt of your kind letter, which, 
being directed to Encoml)e, did not reach that place till after I had left 

it, and has been returned from thence. 

** If I forbear to enter into any statements respecting the subjects 
mentioned in that letter, I might be thought disrespectful in delaying 
my acknowledgments for the kindiieas and respect you have been pleased 
to express towards me, — delay which might not be thought sufficiently 
apologised for, by observations which could only apply to subjects 
which I understand you to have been already fully detennined upon* 

** I remain 
** Yours very faithfully, 

" Eldon." 

He was consoled, however, by a caricature, meant for the 
gratification of all true Church-and-King politicians of the old 
school, which, while he was excluded from the new Cabinet, 
represented him as the fittest man in England to guide it. 
To this he refers in a letter to Lord Encombe : — " There is 
come out a print of Diogenes, with his lantern, searching the 
ircnrld for an honest num. He appears highly delighted in 
finding poor Lord Eldoh, whose upage he is holding tor^ 
in a stronger likeness of that poor old gentleman than I have 
yet seen.'* * 



* Some nay suspect iM of iiMlldoarijr emlMnt wmoemat, TU» li a point, howerer, 

misreprewnting Lord KIdon's wishes at this on which I Wlttt iKtOx some restraint, by 

period of his lUe, and nu^ believe tbat be reaaon of it« deUcaiy. I atroogly sannlto 

contenledly courted rethcment; but a very that fhfa wta a principal caiue of the want 

impartial observer, who knew him well, of furtlier communication from the I>nke on 

and caoQot be misled by any party bias, this occaaioo, of which he ioodly com* 

writes to me:— ^HIs love of power, and plalDed. 

even oflBce, survived the pardonable age. " He certainly entered immediately with 

Even when the Duke of Wellington was seal into tbe bitterest oonnsels of the moat 

ailed on to ftoim bis Adrnfaifstratioii In llftS, InlMate Tories.— ooonaeto neihed not onty 

and very early communicated on the matter by rashness and indiscretion which were dis- 

with Lord E., the latter (1 have good grounds creditable in very youug men, bat were posi 



tobdIeTe) lilTB^to nnunetheOieatSeal, flvdydiv)M8MlBa' 
nytaf imnelhlns rmy dlq^engfos of liie * I know tiMt Lort SIdmoutb leaiilad 
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Although by no means oontented -with the present Go- 
vernment — ^apon a little reflection he pronounced it mnch 
preferable to any thing that could he expected from the recall 
of the Whigs, who were now pressing tor Municipal Keform, 
for a Dissenters' Marriage Bill, and even for the Appropriation 
of the surplus revenues of the Irish Cliurch to the piii-poses of 
General Education. On the day after the meeting of the new 
Parliament ho wrote to Lord Encombo ; — 

" Let any Ixxly read tlie notices of motion given in tlie Commons last 
night, and avriid seeing, if it be p)ssil)le, the danger of ne^liijence about 
their political duties. I s;it last night in the House of Lords till 
between twelve and one — till all in that House was over. I certainly 
would mnch rather have sat hy my fireside quietly, and enjoying the 
comforts of conversation ; but as one individual, I ^^^ll not l>elon.i to the 
assembly of those wlio look only to i)ersonal ease, enjoyment, and com- 
fort, and will not see to what the intentions of some api^ear to be, as 
affecting their posterity, and, it may be, themselves ere long." 

Thus he sneers, however, at the " Conservatives," whom he 
evidently considered as little better than Whigs : — 

"The new Ministers certainly have the credit, if that be creditable, of 
being inclined to get as much poj)ularity by what are called reforms as 
their predecessors ; and if they do not, at present, go to the full length 
to which the ottugrs were going, they will, at least, make so many im* 
portant ohsnges in Church and State, that nobody can guess how far the 
precedents they establish may lead to changes of a veiy formidable kind 
hereafter.** * 

During the residue of *' the hundred days," things remained 
very qniet in the House of Lords while the deadly struggle was 
going on in the House of Commons. This was teiininated by 

the majority of thirty-three in favour of Lord John Russell's 
motion for "a committee of the whole House to consider the 
temporalities of the Church of Lreland," — which led to the 



urgent 8olicitafi.)ns to join him in this op- 
pusiUon after the great event of 1829, even 
to the extent of almost qoaimtling wlfb 
him. The resolution (as I call it.^tho 
r^orn^ as you, by a pleasant eupbemiMn, are 
pleifNd to deilgnate It) of 1831-93 was the 
fruit of this fiital policy— policy f ir whii li 
few men were so deeply anawerable as Lord £. 
Oonddering the great and baMtaid deference 
paid to him by all the Tory lords, we cannot 
duabt that he might bavectUmed the suicidal 
ticn^wUdi marlBBd all their eoadnctftipB 
Rahnmy. last, te tte mat noiMhinlSSl, 



when even tln^y c > uld blind themselves no 
longer to the destructive consequences of 
their madoess. 

" A y^ar or two after the Reform Act 
passed, be and a younger member of the 
artatocracy expressed together something 
like indi(p>nti<yn against Sir R. Peel for 
having spoken of tiiat Act in Parliament as 
one which ft would he folly to attempt to 
repeal, and to which, thcTcfure, It was neces- 
sary that practical statesmen should accom- 
Bift d ftt ff dwlr ▼tews.** 

• Lstt«rtoLad3rF.B«akeibllMcli,l815. 
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veognatioii of Sir Bobert Fed, and the fonnation of Lord 
otime*8 seoond HimBtiy. 
Lord Eldon now enjoyed the eonsolation of voting steadier 
against all Ministerial measures, although he had the mortin* 
cation to find that some of them, whioh he most severely con- 
• damned, were supported or but feebly oppo.st d by a large section 
of "Conservatives." The Municipal Keform Bill, wliicli had 
passed the House of Commons with plaudits from bir Kobei t 
Peel, was the object of his special abhorrence. *' He protested 
loudly against it in private, with feverish alarm, as leading 
directly to confiiaion. Ita intorferenoe wiiii vested rights 
allocked hia aense of eqitily even more than the aweeping 
olaoaee of the Befom Act To set at nought ancient chaners 
as so many bits of decayed parchment, and destroy the archived 
of town-halls, seemed in the ej^es of the old magistrate, for so 
many years the guardian of corporate rights, a crowning ini- 
quity. Pale as a marble statue, and confined to his honse in 
Hamilton Place by infirmity, he would deprecate equally the 
temerity of Ministers and the madness of the people ; and his 
T&ticiiiatiGiia, like the prophet^a scroll, "were foU to ora€ow!]^ 
with lamentations and woe. Hia oorreepondence, for acme 
years previously, had home marks of the troubled gloom with 
w hich he viewed the changes gradually darkening over all he 
had loved and venerated, till he felt almost a atranger to the 
institutions of his native land." 

Thus he desci ibed to Lord Encombe what he considered the 
iniquitous proceedings of the Upper House in jiassing the 
Municipal Refoim Pill, the operation of which is universally 
allowed to he very salutaiy 

I found, with hardly any exceptions, that the House of Lords, not- 
withstandinir all I could say for tlie information of those who formerly 
would have listened to my humble advice, were determined to pass the 
hill, such as it hss now heoome ; and, — though I admit that Lynd- 
hurat*8 amendments do him great credit, — to the shame of the House of 
Lords, the bill furnishos us one of the worst precedents, and as dan- 
gerous at least a precedent as any, to be found in the Journals of the 
. proceedings of that House. They may call it, if they pleas^ a bill for 
the Improvement of CknrponitaooR. I must maintain ^at it is no other 
than a bill of Pains and Penalties passed by the House of Lords in its 
*udicial&n(\ Ie(jMative clmractcr, without any evidence before it, whether 
we consider the Kincr's couiniission ap|Kiintin<]; commissioners of inquiry 
blto corporaiions as kgal or illegal. If the commission was illegsly 

% TaviiMdd.iL4ML 
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evidence taken before commiasioners under an illegal oommission could 
neTer, according to law, be considered, as legal testimony any whore. If 
the commission was legal, and the examination of witnesses under it 
produced a crop of lawful evidence, the House had not the evidence 
before it| ao acquired, — for not only did not the commiaBioneri annex 
evidence or the testimony of witueeaes examined, but, as I understand, 
if there was any such testimony on examination, the production of it 
was refused to the House of Lords. And it is whimsical enough to see 
that House beginning with the examination by Charley Wetherell in 
dtfmee of his client^ before there was one aingle word of evidence 
(bs^imt them before the House, or, aa I believe, there yet is." That the 
House should allow this, — that some lords, of whom I hoped for better 
things, should agree to this, — that I should be unable to go down to the 
House, from infirmity, to grapple with such proceedings, — has destroyed 
that quiet of mind with me, which ia ao eaaential to health. Save my 
country. Heaven! is my morning and evening prayer; but that it can 
be aaved it cannot be hoped. ' Quos vult perdere dementat priua.' ** 

Encouraged by Lord Lyndhurst's successfiil opposition, in 
the Lords to several olaases which Sir Robert Peel had warmly 
supported in the Commons, the undaimted Peer thus wrote to 
his old friend Sir Bobert Vaughaa : — 

" The House of Lords seems at laat to have thought that it ought to 
do its duty. I think the Houaea will be involved in ooUiaion when 

they meet.'* 

** I trust the cause of my country to that Gbbat Being, who alone 
can aay to the madneaa of the people aa He can to the raging wavea of 
the ocean, * Hither shall you come, and no further.' 

"Let na be-j^in to do, and persevere in doinpj, our duty ; and then, 
diaconraging as the prospect is, we may hope for better days." 

However, tlie Municipal Corporation Bill, with some muti- 
lations which have a little ob8tructed its working, did pass,* 
and 80(>n after he wrote thus despondingly to the same cor- 

respondent : — 

'* Many, many thanks for your kind remembrance of me. Your kind* 
ness gives a support to my constitution, almost worn out by age, and 
which, nevertheless, w ill survive, 1 fear, if it has not already survived, 
the conatitution of my country." 

At the close of this melancholy Bession of Parliament, in 
which he had seen measures carried which he thought so 
unjust and mischievous, without having strength to lift up his 

«^ 30 Hansard. 43—180. Honsea, In Ibe Painted Chamber— the only 
<> Tbeir difTereDces, on Municipal Reform, inatanoe of such a prooeedis^ since the He- 
did lead to an " Open OoofiMraobe," «r volntkm. 
WMdobBU^lMtiraeBtlieiiuuMtenorilwtifD * 80 E«n«(4, fo. 
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Voice against them, he retired to Encomhe to brood orer Hie 
public misfortunes? and the degeneracy of mankind. While 
there, he was comforted by a kind letter sent to liim by that 
most warm-hearted and excellent man the j^resent Lord 
Kenyon, containing some strictures upon a statement by Sir 
John Campbell, made in the House of Commons, respectiDg 
the anean which had been oleaiwd off under Lord Chanoellor 
Broaghani, in the Court of Chancery and in the Houbb <rf 
Lords, and thouj^t, Tory groundlessly, to have been meant 
as a reflection on his great predecessor. 
The following is Lord Mdon's answer : ' — % 

« Saturday (Nov. 14th, 1835). 

ICt TBBT DBAS LOBD^ 

** I ought long ago to have thanked you for the comfort I nodded 
from my daughter Elizabeth reading a letter, which 1 think you sent, 
respecting the velocity, the comparative velocity, of Brougham and 
Eldon, in Chancery and in Appeals. It is auite obvious ths^t the num- 
ber of deoisioDS, in a given time, prores nothing of the sort whicb Lord 
B. and the present Attorney suppose it to prove. In maldng a com- 
parison, you must, necessarily, not merely advert to the nimibcr of 
decisions, but the nature of the cases in which the decisions were pro- 
nounced. There have been no such matters, since my time, as a Queen's 
trial, the trial of a Berkeley Peerage, or of the Tarious questions in the 
creat Rozburghe Peerage and estat^ in the last of which I think three 
days were employed in delivering my judgment : cum multis aliis. On 
a subject of this nature, however, my mind is at rest, though a very 
fidgety mind. I am mistaken, if, afcer I am gone, the Chancery records 
do not prove I decided more than any of my predeoessots in the ssmo 
periods of time. Sir Lloyd Kenyon beat us all. 

'* Your faithful and affectionate 

"Eldok. 

** For the country's welfare my hopes are gone. I see leaders of all 

parties sacrificing principle to expediency. They create the expedient, 
and then they sacrifice all principle to it. Rurcly it is difficult to sup- 
port a denial, that all sides, as to leaders, have gone too iar in acting on 
this most mischievous doctrine." 



1 25 UMMard. M ttxk*, 1360. U62. Sir uoy reflectkm oa any other Judge of the 

JolnOnnpbetlliadiBovedforftWtanioreie Ooort bf die elNenrattoai he hid made^ and 

number uf bills filed in the Conrl of Chancery that, on the contrary, be believed that the 

•od appeals entered in the yean 1825 to 1833 other Judges had discharged their duty with 

fndustve, tof^ther with the nvmber of appeals the greataet aaridnltj.-HBerttiiig, hy flnir 

ttnde<:idpd wlu-n the present Cliancpllor c-arae cxertionR, tho highest praise he COOldbeitoW." 

Into office, and of those nndedded at his last —25 Uaaaard, 3rd aeries, 1270^ 
iMInc; h«t he Mid Iw did aol SMB to oaik 
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H« even seems to have had a foreboding of what he would 
have considered the last calamity that could bo sent to over- 
whelm the country ; for, writing, about this time, to his bro- 
ther-in-law, Mr. Surtees, then turned of eighty, he observes, 
that good crops, of which there was then a prospect, were of 
no avail, "as the com imported from abroad is already, in 
quaaitiiy, so greet, that we cannot sell so as to enable ih» 
mnner to get a price which will enable him to pay his taxes 
and his rant and thus concludes : As to the poUtical changes 
which are going yn abroad, and which are leading to political 
changes here, it seems by no means improbable that even 
you and I may live to see England without a rag left of the 
Constitution under which we have so long lived." It would 
have been a great felicity in his lot if he could have witnessed 
the indignant rejection of the free-trade measures brought for- 
ward by the Whigs in 1841, and then had been snatched away 
from tlie cTils that were to oome. 



CHAPTER GOXIL 

r 

OONGLUSION OF THE LDE OF LOBD ELDON. 

Although Lord Eldon's natnial existence was prolonged more 
Aj>. 18S8. years, he was now politically defunct, and 

henceforth he not only entirely absfciined from attend- 
ing in Parliament, but in despair he turned away his eyes from 
the political occurrences which were happening around liim, 
and he thought only of his family and liis private afifairs. After 
having viewed his parliamentary career above half a century-, I 
cannot ^art without regret from this respect^iblo impersonation 
of genuine old Toryism. Neitlier we nor onr children shaU 
ever look upon his like again. In the middle of the nineteenth 
century be appeared a living specimen of a species of politi- 
cians long extinct. As a public man he was not only interesting 
from the rarity of the qualities ho exhibited, but it is impos- 
sible to have been in his company so long without feeling 
kindness and even veneration for one who, in the midst of 
constant changes, had remained unchanged — who. if liable to 
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^ imputation of olierifiihing, when turned of eighty, all the 
prejudices of eighteen, could not be chai^d, like many othera, 
with having been led to renounce his prinoiplea by false philo- 
sophy, or by fashion, or by interest. 

To prepare for that event which in the conrse of nature 
could not long be delayed, he about this time devoted a 
morning to tlie examination of his papers, and very properly 
destroyed much confidential correspondence. There is a class 
of letters, which, though in some sense confidential, may, after 
a certain lapse of time, be published without impropriety, and 
which are the best materials for histoiy ; but there are others, 
written on the implied understanding that they are to be 
burned as soon as read. Unless such letters may be safely 
written, government cannot be carried on; and to preserve 
them for the purpose of gratifying the curiosity of a future 
generation would be as gieat an atrocity as to leave for publi- 
cation a statement of all the deliberations of a Cabinet. Perhaps 
Lord Eldon went further than was necessary, and assisted in 
concealing what might have afterwards been legitimately 
made known ; for, iSber dinner, when giving an account of 
his moming*8 work, he added, I have been a member of a 
good many Administrations, and there are many things con- 
nected with them which I do not wish to come out." At the 
same time it must be acknowledged that he spared much 
which a cautious regard for his own reputation might have 
induced him to suppress.* 

He was much afflicted by the sad state of things under the 
roof of his brother at Earley Court. William Scott, Lord 
StowelVs only son, was dying; and Lord Stowell himself, 
from being one of i^e most intellectual of men, had fallen into 
mentcil imbecility. He thus wrote to Lord Ihicombe during 
the last illness of his nephew : — 

"The intelligence I receive is, that W. S. may linger a little longer ; 
but the worst may be looked for, and soon. Hopes are not entertained. 

It is impossible t^> say how this distresses me. If the worst does happen, 
and soon, I could be of no comfort in such a state as Earley Court would 
be in. Not to go, however, might he very distressing to myself, and 
minful to those to whom I ought, if possible, to avoid giving pain . 
Oontemplation on this subject is to me tertaie." 



• I take this opportuoity of decl«riag mj th« world by Vr. Twiaa, ttndor the itnetkhi 
•floion 9i flie jyniMi and boMDeas wUh <rf'blag)paadiiaB. 
%il)MiliiaoiMrKaiioiideiioe haa been given to 
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Lord Sldon escaped the acute pain he must have suffered 
from a visit to Earley Court, and, in the course of a few 
weeks, received from Lord Sidraouth, who had married Lord 
StoweH's daughter, the following melancholy notices of the 
decease both of the son and of the father : — 

** The vital powers are nearly exhausted, and not likely, it is thought, 

to hold out another day. — Lord Stowell is unconscious of what is 
passing and impending, but in bodily health is as well as when you last 
saw him." ♦ • • 

** The oeremony of this day and all the arrangements oomiected witii 
it were conducted \vith the utmost propriety. Lord Kncomhe was chief 

mourner. He was received yesterday hy Lord Stowell in a manner 
that was extremely affecting; and it was evident that Lord S. con- 
tinued pleased with his guest till they parted, at half-past six ; though 
I am oonfident that all coDscknisnees or who he was did not last many 
minutes after their first meeting. 

" Under other circumstances, your presence and advice would have 
been most welcome and acceptable to us ; but, under the present, such 
a journey would have been highly imprudent and hazardous, and such a 
risk would have added greatly to our distress.** * * * 

" The scene is closed : at half-past two this afternoon T was called to 
JaikSS^ the bed-chamber, and witnessed the last sigh (for it was no 
183«. more) of your beloved brother, and of my highly-valued and 
respected friend." 

When the first pang caused by the sad news was over, Lord 
El don was comforted by the thought that his beloved brother 
was released from a state in which he could have had no enjoy- 
ment himself, and in which he was a melancholy spectacle to 
his friends. The great scholar who had been the boaat of Ox- 
ford, — ^the great wit who had been Hie Ikononred oompaziion of 
Br. Johnson, — ^fhe great judge, or rather l^^islator, the author 
of a oode of international law, which defines the rights and 
duties of belligerents and neutrals, and which is respected over 
the whole civilised world, — had, for some years, hardly been 
capable of recognising his nearest relations, and had been 
nearly unconscious of all that befell them. Lord Eldon conti- 
nued to write to him when e\'en the hope of being understood 
by him had fled. Thus he tried to announce to him the birth 
of a child of Lord Encomhe : — 

" My dbab Brother, 

" 1 learn by letter, that my ojandson, Lord Kncomhe, — who is the 
only son, you know, of my deceased eldest son, j)oor John, whose beau- 
tiful epitaph you wrote, — ^bas had a daughter horn the other day, — 
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whose Inrth rendeni me a grcet-grandfather, a title that makw me d 
veneiable yean. 

** BeUeve me, from my hearty dear brother, 

Yoms most affectionately, 

It is mortifying to think that, amidst the amiable feelings 
ariainff in the mind of Lord Eldon on his brother^s death, there 
ahoiild hsTe been one ' of a different duuraoter. The deoeaaed 

had made a very reasonable disposition of his property, by 
whioh, upon the death of his daughter, Lady Sidmoutn, without 
issue, his large estates in Gloucestershire were to come to Lord 
Enoomhe. Strange to say. Lord Eldon, at his advanced age 
and with his enormous wealth, -vras dissatisfied that he should 
not at least have had a life-intorest in them, and expressed his 
resentment so loudly, that Lord Encombe wrote him a soothing 
letter, concluding with this request : I beg that you will, 
during our lives (should we snrviTe Lady Sidmonth\ take 
entire poeaeesion in tiie amplest manner of every rignt and 
power OTer tbe Stowell estates which is in the will bestowed 
on me, not for my own merits, but as being yonr grandson." 
This prudent step quite melted the octogenarian's heart, and 
he wrote back : " Of your kindness and liberality 1 never 
could think of availing myself in the smallest degiee. If, in 
events which may happen, 1 live to see you in possession, you 
may depend upon my best advice to enable you to enjoy that 
possession, ana assistance, if I have the means of rendering that 
assistance and giving that advioe."^ However, like a sove- 
reign who is apt to be jealous of bis saooessor, Lord Eldon, 
notwithstanding his grandson's devoted attachment to him and 
incessant solicitude to please him, viewed him, in his latter 
days, with some distmst, and in his treatment of him showed 
the irrit<ibility too often produced by age and infiimily in the 
kindliest natures. 

He came to London before the meeting of Parliament in 
1836, but was not once in his place in the House of Lords 
dnrinff the whole session. I am afitdd that he was now 
wretcSedly at a loss for employment, and that he had mnoh 
reason to regret his neglect of those studies which are the de- 
light of old age. He only looked into book^ ancient and mo- 
dem, to find that he had " no pleasure in them." His Ankcdotk 
Book he had long closed ; and he had almost entirely ceased 

h 14fh April. IflM. 
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to write letters, except to the membeTs of his own femilj. Of 
late years he had amufied himself with receiving accounts of 
the proceedings in the Court of Chancery, — blessing Heaven 
" that he himself was inclined to the cunctative.^* When he 
heard tliat Lord Cottenham was made Chancellor, he regretted 
that such a man should bo connected with Whigs, and ac- 
knowledged that he was exceedingly well fitted to be an 
Equity Judge. 

Danng the mornings, which were dreadfiilly long, he wished 
he were again writing letters Hi Lincoln's Lm Hsdl, while he 

seemed to be listening to the oft-repeated tsle of the counsel ; 
but his only relief from weary thoughts was an occasional call 
from an old friend to whom he could repeat old stories, and 
complain that bad men ruled the state ; — not feeling much 
reconciled, however, to a private station, and often saying, with 
a sigh, " Now I am nobody." In this state of ennui he was apt 
to be fretful, to attach importance to trifles which he would 
formerly have disregai'ded, and even to be dissatisfied with the 
most tender attentions of those around him. But when the 
* hour of dinner arrived, and the Newcastle Port— of which, 
with a constancy that marked all his sentiments and habits, he 
never took less than three pints — ^began to oheer his heart, 
existence still had channs for him; and, going hack to the 
good old times when he was Attorney-Gen oral and prosecuted 
traitors and libellers, he forgot for a while that tlie Eoman 
Catholics had been emancipated, — or that the House of Com- 
mons had been reformed, — or that Fines and Recoveries had 
been abolished,— or that stealing to the value of five shillings 
in a shop had ceased to he a capital crime. 

In the month of July he paid his annual visit to the North, 
establishing himself at the inn at Bushe^'ford, nearly in the 
centre of his Eldon estates. He was pleased to find that it 
continued to be kept by Mr. lioult, the old landlord, who in 
1835 had announced his intention of " resigning," on account 
of his age and the fortune he had made, and to whom he had 
pleasantly given this advice : — " I hear, Mr. Hoult, that you 
are talking of retiring from business ; hut let me advise you 
not io do BO, Busy people are very apt to think a life of leisure 
is a life of happiness ; but believe me, tar I speak from expe- 
rience, when a man, who has been much occupied through hfe, 
arrives at having nothing to do, be is very apt not to know what 
to do with himself. 1 am interested in this advice, Mr. noult, 
for I intend to come here every year for the neost thirty years^ 
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and I hope to find you still tiie landlord. And now, good day ; 
and I trust, if God spares me, we shall all meet again next 

summer." 

When relating this anecdote, Lord Elrlon used to say, 
*' Next year, when I again visited Kushevford, the landlord 
told me he had taken ray advice, and determined not to give 
up his inn. It was advice given by me in the spirit of that 
Pi*incipal of Brasenose, who, when he took leave of young 
men quitting college, ujaed to say to them, * Let me give yon 
one piece of advice: Gaye de resignationibns.' And very 
good advice too." * 

Having collected his relations round him for some days, at 
this inn, he was kind to them as usual : he recovered his 
cheerfulness, and he retained the remarkable self-complacency 
which never forsook him to his last hour. His grand-niece, 
Mrs. Foster, a lady of great talents, to whom the world is 
indebted for many interesting anecdotes concerning ^m, was 
of iMs parfy, and sh,e says : — 

" My dear uncle's conversation at Eldon was partly serious ; but the 
greater part of the time, full of fun, joke, and anmlote. 2\ either in this 
or any former years did I ever know him omit to speak aeriouBly of what 
his thoughts and feelings ought to he at tiie vary great age he had 
now attained, — the uncertainty of his ever rcachino; Eldon again, — the 
examination of his past life, which the leisure of the last few years liad 
enabled him to make, — the satisfaction that arose from a consciuushesa 
of not having sought honaurOt but of having endeavoured to act in etfety 
case from pure moHvea,- — his pre jvi ration for death, which must soon 
take place. * I have employed the leisure of mv latter years,' he said, 
•in looking back upon my past life, and I hope 1 may say, without pre- 
sumption, that my mind is at ease. I may have been in the wrong ; 
hnt I always tried to judge, and to act, b^ the best powers of my mind, 
unswayed by any impme motive.* Havmg created the impression on 
his hearers, which, as a Christian, he appeared to wish to make, he 
would then turn to lighter subjects, and, by his wit and his anecdote, 
keep every one amused the whole of the evening.** 

As usual, he gave a dinner at the inn to his tenants, and 
after dinner joined them for a little while and socially sat 
among them. His health being given, *' with three times 
three, and one cheer more," he made them a speech, — of which 
we have the following report from an intelligent firiend of his, 
wlio was present : — 

i Ha might have added old HemyDoDdMB Lord Almighty «olj knows when joa may 
■dvieatoMiiiiitanirfOtatt: ^'BtiMMiif n- get in a^ain." 
■igpiatifwi ftr whaa joa an anes out, the 
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'* Gcntleinen, — I thank God, that it has jdeased him to allow me, 
OSice more, the happiness and pleasure of meeting you all again. It also 
gives me great satisfaction to tell you that I have been informed, by 
those from whom alone I can receive accurate information on the 
subject, that yoa have, all of you, mada impTOvementB in tbe manage- 
vaeat of your farms. For this I l^uukk you : and I cannot but attri- 
bute these beneficial effects, in a great measure, to the alteration which 
you have made in the tenure of your farms, in taking them for a term 
instead of from year to year. It is evident to me, as it must, I think, 
1>e to you all, mat a tenant who ia liable to be removed in a year from 
his farm, cannot, satisfactorily to himsdf, make tiiose improvementa 
which he will do when he is sure that he can remain on his farm long 
enough to reap the benefit to himself of those improvements. I thank 
vou all for your improved management. I will come among you as 
umg aa it ahall pleaae Qod to albw me. I wish yoa all, vourBelTea and 
&milies, health and happiness ; and I sliall never, while I live^ oeaae to 
oonaider my tenantry aa part of myself." 

HaTing, in ''meny pin," sent a kiss to a yonng manied 
lady, he desired that it might be given to her privately ^ in 
the absence of her husband," and she having written back in- 
structions to give him a ** French kiss " in return, adding, "it 

is what no English lawyer can object to, it being only justice 
to make both sides of the face equal," — he said, with a hearty 
laugh, " I thought I should have lived and died an English- 
man ; but really, in the article of osculation^ I must become a 
Frenchman." ^ 

These were the harmleas flashes of lightning in the midst of 
a dark night. He felt that the hand of death was tipon him ; 

but he looked forward, without dismay, to the **meyitable 
hour." On hia return to London, he had some oonyersation, 

respecting the disease under which he was suffenng, with Mr. 
Pennington, his mediciil attendant, who told him he had never 
known it. cured, although there wore persons who said they 
could eufQ. it — expressing a wish that he would call in other 
medical advice. With a mixed look of benevolence and arch- 
ness, he emphatically replied, ** I have lived by Pennington, 
and / wU dk by Pmmnffton,** 

He passed the autumn at Encombe, which, unless when 
enlivened by the presence of his grandchildren, was now a 
very dreary abode for him. His sporting days were over; he 
took little interest in fiurming or gardening; and his only 

k He was very fond of such badinage, in Bwt, R.N., wishing that he might soon get a 

which the old achool leem to hava greatly ahip and b» to se&, he took Mrs. Best's band, 

InmiatML Atastilllaiarpaiod«fUsIift, and «id to h«r gaily, « Depend upon It, when 

bavlngaiiiirdiiinerfhmithehMlthofGipliiii lie goet to Ma» I ibaU lUiiy oo dMro.** 
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teadukg, besides the newspaper, was a chApter in a copy of thfi 
Bible whicli be bad received from bis friend Dr. Swire. His 
mornings he spent in an elbow-cbair by the fire-side in his 
study — called his shop — wbicb was ornamented with portraits 
of bis deceased master Geoige III., and bis living companion 
Pincher, a poodle dog. 

His attachment to this animal was very affecting. He used 
to say, while he caressed him, *' Poor Pincher belonged to poor 
William Henry ; and after I last took the Sacrament with him 
wben be was dying, be called me back as I was leaving tbe 
loom, and said, *Fatber, you will take care of poor Findier.' 
Tbe dog was bron^t home to me wben all was over : and in 
a short time he was missed. He was immediately sought for, 
and he was found lying on the bed beside his dead master." 
Then followed a long story of Pincher being afterwards 
decoyed away by a dog-stealer, and recovered by the ex- 
Chancellor compounding felony with the thief. In con- 
sequence of a letter signed " An Amatluk Doq-Fancier," a 
negotiation was opened, wbiob led to Lord Mdon sending a 
servant witb a five-pound note to a bouse in a street at a ms- 
tant part of tbe town, called Cow Cross Street, where Pincher 
was found. Tbe man, being dealt with on bonour," freely 
disclosed the secrets of his trade, and, in answer to a gentle 
reproach, exclaimed, "Why, what can we do? Now that 
Parliament has put a stop to our trade of procuring bodies for 
the surgeons, we are obliged to turn to this to get an honest 
livelihood.'* 

Pincher is introduced into several portraits of bis master, 
wbo said, " Poor fellow, be bas a rig^t to be painted witb me» 
for wben my man Smitb took bim tbe otber day to a law 
bookseller's, where there were several lawyers assembled, 
tb^ all received him witb great respect, and the master of tbe 
sbop exclaimed, ' How very like he ib to old Eidon, particularly 
when he wore a wig!' — but, indeed, many people say he is the 
better- looking chap of the two." For this faithful companion, 
Lord Eldon made a testamentary provision, bequeathing liim 
to Lady Frances Bankes, with an annuity of eight pounds, 
doling the term of bis nafnral life, for bia mamtenanoe.* 

Al&>>igb Lord Eldon's reasoning powers remained vigorooa 

" After Tjord Eldon'g death, be was painted of clevemei$ in hu /ace," He is represrntpd 

bj that oousummate Judge of the canine race, listening to tbe ticking of a watch, given to 

9Ir.Bdiraid I^odseer, who Mid, "He is a theOhincdlarlijrCtaaiiillL 
Tory pictarMqna Mds^wtth a graU look 
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to the last, his memory, particularly of names, sometime* 
strangely failed him. This autumn he said, When 1 was in 
office, we wished the Parliament sliould meet before the day 
fixed by the prozogatioiL We felt great difficulty about it, 1 
explained the law to the Cabinet, and told them that^ nnless 
there was some strong groimd for it, such as a disturhance or 
riots of the people^ it could not be done. * Oh ! ' said Henry 

Dundas, afterwards Lord (I forget his name, but never 

mind that) ; * if that's all, I can soon get up a very pretti/ riot 
for you in SrotlaiuL' " He had for the inoiuent furgotten, not 
only the name of Lord Melville, once so familiar to hiin, but 
an Act of Parliament which he himseK, when Attorney- 
General, had introdnoed into the Honse of Commons, — 
whereby Parliament may be required at all times, by pro- 
clamation, to meet in fifteen days.* 

Yet, a few weeks after, he wTote the following most excel- 
lent adyioe to a grandson about to be entered at Oxford : — 

•* It will depend much upon yourself what degree of benefit you may 

reap there. Of the young it has been said, * Gaiulent equis, cauibusque, 
et aprici gramine campi,' or something to that effect. Of extravagant 
gratilication of that passion in yomig men, I well remember the pains 
which were taken in Oxford to rw&ain it. What are precisely the 
rules of the University in this respect noW, I cannot say : but bo mndi 
I can say, that, after long and great experience, I never knew a young 
man who had indulged too much in these amusements at Oxford, to the 
neglect of very diligent if not severe duty, who ever afterwards in life 
gxaoed his friends, ftmily, or oountry, as I hope and pray you may 
hereafter grace them : and I never knew one who signally devoted his 
time at Oxford to stydy, wlio did not in after-life l)CC()nie a blessing 
and ornament to his family and country. Be very select in the com- 
pany you keep at Oxford, and never forget what so many forget, that 
the ifnirersity is not a place of amusement, but of coiistant study, — 
to be intermpted only by nooeauxry attention to health.'* 

He retained to London some time before the meeting of 
Aj> 188Y Ftu^luun^t, in January, 1887, not wiili tiie hope of 
again taking part in publio affidrs, but that be might 
enjoy the charm of an old Solicitor or a Master in Chancery 
dropping in to chat with him and while away the time till the 
hour of dinner should creep on. But he was much alarmed 
by an announcement in the King's Speech that further mea- 
sures would be submitt€d to Parliament "for the improve- 
ment of the law and of the administration of justice ; " and 
when the Wills BiU," wbioh we, the Beal Property Commis- 

" See 37 Geo. 3, c 127 ; 39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 14. 
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sioDers, had prepared after years of labour, was laid on tlie 
table of the Ilouse of Lords, all his former horror of iniiovatiou 
was revived, and he declared that he would still attend in 
bis place and Hit up his Yoioe agaiiust it." Formerly, freehold 
land, of the minntest -value, could not be devised without a 
will signed by the testator, attested in a particular form by 
three witnesses,— while copyhold land worth 100,000/. a year, 
as well as personal property to any indefinite amount, might be 
disposed of by a memorandum in an old almanack, without 
any witness, and without even being signed by the testator. 
We proposed to do away, for testamentary purposes, with the 
distinction l)etween real and personal property, so that a will 
might not be void as to one, and valid as to the otiier, — ^and 
to require that all vnlls should be signed by the testator, and 
attested by two witnesses. This change he wished to de- 
nounoe as revolutionary, and fatal to the security of all pro- 
perty, real and personal. I really believe that he would have 
been contented, after the example of I^ord Chatham, to have 
died on the floor of the House of Lords in opposing a measure 
which he considered so unjust and disastn»u8. But he then 
laboured under a sharp attack of the gout, which rendered him 
wholly insufficient for the ettbrt ; and he had the mortification 
to hear, that, notwithstanding some pamphlets against the 
bill, it passed with unanimity through both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, all the law lords (Lord Cottenham, Lord Lyndhurst, 
Lord Brougham, and Lord Langjdale) expressing their high 
approbation of it. He had one consolation — that it was only 
to operate upon testamentary dispositions executed after the 
1st da v of January-, 1838; and he resolved that before that 
day all his testamentary disjDositions should be complete, so 
that no part of his property should be subject to its enact- 
ments." 

Unable to preside at the anniversary meeting of the Pitt 
dub, he was ably represented by his grandson ; and there his 
heaLlli was still drunk with nnabated enthusiasm, all present 
loudly cheering the sentiment that "attachment to Lord 
Eldon was part of the Constitution of the country'." He was 
much atieeted by the account he had of these proceedings, 
and he wrote back to Lord Encombe, — " I have received, and 
read with difficulty, your letter, and another from Lord 
Kenyon, whilst tears are flowing from my old eyes, and 
trickling down my cheeks." 

* 9 W. 4, Hid 1 Vict. c. 38. 
VOL. X. ^ 
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He caareck little shoxA ihe drauBe o£ the Crown, which bood 
followed, Altbyoiigli «o intensely favoured both by George 111. 
and George lY., he had received no notice from William IV., 
and he was now almost indifteieut to changes of goveniment : 
for, except that tlie " Conservatives " were tor ever pledged to 
stand by the Com Laws (and, after what had haj)pened, he 
placed no great faith in such jdedges), they were in his esti- 
mation hardly to be distinguished from the Whigs. He there- 
fore heard without dismay that Lord Melbourne was still 
Prime Minister, with increased influence ; and he expressed 
deep regret that he was unable to attend the first coimcil of 
Queen Yictoria at Kensington, — ^not joining that section of 
politicians who, in their disappointment, did not scruple 
openly to declare a preference for the Salic law, and a wi>h 
that the King of Hanover miglxt have been entitled to mount 
the throne of England, 

Next day he contrived to be earned down to the House of 
Lords to take the oaths to the new Sovereign. He was highly 
pleased with the reoeption he met with, and said on his 
return, — The kindness they showed me affected me to tears ; 
the peers, the officers of the House — all were so kind ! " 

When Parliament was dissolved he paid another visit to 
Rusheyford, and had a " gathering " of his Northern relations. 
He was observed to be considerably altered since the pre- 
ceding- year, and there was a |)resentiment among them, 
wiiicli tumed out to be well fouiuh^d, that when he had taken 
leave of them they should see his tace no more. However, 
although dejected and disposed to dwell on disagreeable 
&mil^ occurrences, " at other times he was not only cheerftil, 
but lively, and entered into a joke with great fan, carrying 
it on from day to day." ' Forgetting Mr. Pitt's letter which 
he had clandestinely delivered to the King in 1804, with the 
view of turning out Mr. Addington, — his worship and his 
persecution of Caroline of Brunswick, — and his many anxious 
and able intrigues in conjunction ^Wth the Duke of Cumber- 
land to exclude the Whigs and to kec]) down the ascendency 
of Mr., Canning, — he made this solemn declaration, which he 
himself, perhaps, believed to be sincere : " I can assure you, 
all the lionours tiiat have been heaped upon me always came 
unsought hy me ; I may safely say, tiiat I never stepped across 
the kennel out o€my way to secure preferment." 

He now once more hospitably entertained aXL his^ tenantiy, 

B Mnk.FMteifs«eoeaDtofllie>vbtt. 
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and, aiter dinner, delivered to them the last speech he ever 
made. With xmfeigiied piety, he ihus began : — My first * 
aoknowledgments are due to that Great Being whose pleasure 
it has been to affliot me with a painful illness, and to oontinne 
that infliction for a lengthened period, insomuch that I did 
not hope to have been able to have seen you all again. So 
long as it shall please God to allow me, it will ever be my 
happiness, as it is my duty, thus to come among; you." After 
again pointing out the advantages of the " lea.sing system" 
above "tenancies at will," although it was an innovation, ho 
alluded to a contest for the county, and said, most liberally and 
handsomely, My sentiments aie known, but I shall leave it 
to my tenants to exercise the franchise which Parliament has 
given them in such a manner as shaJl appear to them to be 
right, and according to good conscience, and as most likely 
. to uphold the Church, in which the purest doctrines of our 
religion are taught in the best manner." He then bade them, 
what turned out to be, a last farewell : — " Gentlemen, T repeat 
the great thankfulness I feel in ha^'ing been allowed once more 
to come among you. In taking leave of you, gentlemen, I say, 
from my heart, may God bless you and your families I *' 

When he returned to Encombe, he wrote a vexy desponding 
letter to Lord Sidmouth, in which he said, — 

"Though I have been moviug through a long journey and return 
from it, I am in precisely the same state of actual constant weakness 
and I»in which I have now undergone for nearly two lonj^; years. I 
cannot stir without help, and from the moment 1 am lielped into my 
carria^^e in a morning; 1 never stir out of it till eveninf?. Tray give my 
dear niece ray most afiectiouate regards and good wishes. Accept the 
same yourseli. I shall, if God. pleases, return to town very soon, and 
to ihat as probably my last earthly place of abode." 

In about a fortnight after writing this letter he left En- 
combe, and within three months all his gloomy anticipations 
were realised. But, not ignorant of what was soon to happen, 
he preserved his cheerfulniss in private society, and was even 
desirous, as far as his strength would permit, of performing 
his public duties. 

On the meeting of the new Pailiament he qualified him- 
self to be present when the yoimg Queen of eighteen should 
deliver her speech from the throne — a ceremony which he 
expressed a strong desire to see before sa^^ing Nunc me 
dimittis.** Mr. Fairer, who had* married his daughter-in-law, 
and T^arded him with filial reverence, has given an interest- 

p 2 
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ing account of his laet appearance in tliat Hoiue 'wboire lie 
presided so long : — Lord Eldon went down in Ids oluuriot to 

tihe House of Lords, to take his seat. I met him as he got out 
of his oarriage. Mr. Butt, who had been Lord Eldon's mace- 
bearer, and Smith, his butler, assisted him up the stairs. 
About half way up, Mr. Butt had a bottle of sherry, and per- 
suaded his old master to take a glass of it. ^\ hen we came to 
the door of the House, Smith requested me to support Lord 
Eldou into the body of the House, which 1 did. He went 
np to ibe woolaack, and said to the Ijord Chancellor (Loid 
Oottenham), * My I^rd, I am happy to take this opportonily 
of afisnring yon that every thing I hear of you entitles you to 
my sincere respect.' He then went to the table, took the 
oaths, and signed the roll.'' 

But lie was excessively fatigued when he returned home, so 
that ho was obliged to give up all notion of being present . 
when her Majesty opened the session in person — which he 
regretted the more when he was told of the beautiful manner 
in which she had read her speech, and particularly of the 
sensation she had created by the deliTcry of the concluding 
sentence of it : The early age at which I am called to the 
sovereignty of this kingdom renders it a more imperative duty 
that, under Divine Providenoe, I should place my reliance 
upon your cordial co-operation, and upon the love and affec- 
tion of all my people." 

Tie wa.s now busily engaged in setting his house in order 
before the much dreaded day should arrive when the odious 
** Wills Bill " was to come into operation — of which he professed 
greater and greater apprehensions. He revised all his testa- 
mentary dispositions, and rather capriciously revoked a very 
reasonable power which he had conferred on Lord Encombe A 
charging his estates with a sum of 50,000/., for the portions 
of daughters— leaving the following explanatory paper: — 

Memorandum. On OQUsideratioii, 1 have thought myself perfectly 

justified, in case of a failure of Lord Encombe's issue male, in preferring, 
to the fullest ext/>nt, my own daughters to the daughters of Lord 
Encombe, and, therefore, I have revoked the power of charging which 
1 had given to Lord Encombe by my will, considering also that his 
daufl^hters are otherwise provided for.— Eldok, 6 Dec'. 1837. 2%u «p 
not Momenlaiy.*' 

^ S9 Hftnsnd, 3nl sBfles* IB. comtfUtered fefCrawntef *if or notj wboroas nofw 

" r?y lliose words he inadvertently pays a the sinipip critrrion is applied— of Ibeir bring 

compliment to the bill be so severely con- signed by the testator iu tlie preieiMe of tw« 

demned ; aa fonnerly there were imramerable witneaset. 
iiflpatM whetbor loose memoranda sbonld be 
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The "will and all the codicils being executed according to 
the old Statutk of Frauds, — bidding defiance to the Keal 
Property Commissioners and all their conundrums, — he said 
•*he could now die in peace." 

From, that time he sank rapidly, so as to give some coun 
tananoe to the ynk»r noUoa ibat a man hai^emi his eod by 
oompleting his wiU. Dr. Fliilpoits, Bishop of Exeter, who 
was connected with him by marriage, hearing of his weak 
state, called upon him, and prayed with him. Not having 
touched on any topic that was distasteful, this visit passed off 
most satisfactorily. The next time Mr. Pennington appeared, 
the patient said, '* I have had another doctor .since I saw 
you." " I am ghid of it," answered the worthy apothecary. 
*' Oh, but," said Lord Eldon, " he was a spiritual doctor, not 
a medical. The Bishop of Exeter paid me a visit, and after 
sitting a little by me, and obeerviiig me look very ill, he got 
up, and bolted tue door, and kneU; down by me. * Let ns 
pray,* he said. He did pray, and such a prayer! I never 
neflad such a prayer." A few days subsequently, as was 
gathered from Lord Eldon's own statement, the Bishop re- 
peated his visit, and, after some religious conversfition wiih. 
him, was alarmed by finding the entire self-satisfaction with 
which he looked back on the whole of his past life, and his 
gieat seeming reliance upon his own merits. In the tme 
spirit of a faithful Christian pastor, who must not regard the 
rank or station of a dying man, the Bishop tried, m mild 
terms, to remind bim that we have all followed too much the 
deyioes and desires of our own hearts ; and that, confesfting 
our faults, we ought to look elsewhere for pardon than to the 
recollection of the good works which we may rashly impute 
to ourselves. The old peer thereupon became veiy refractor}'', 
thinking that some "[)ersonal disrespect was shown to him, and 
that a slur was meant to be cast upon his conduct as a public 
man, which he had ever regarded as most spotless as w^ell as 
consistent. He was particularly indignant at the thought of 
sack a charge coming from one whom, notwithstanding a 
show of ootwaid oivihty, be had regarded with some secret 
suspicion from the part at last taken by the Right Reverend 
Prelate respecting Catholic Emancipation ; and he considered 
it particularly ht^ to bear tadmts from such a quarter.* As 



• He had. upon a former occasion, patiently 
allowed even a layman to reason with bim on 
thisnlject. "Iiemember," laidMr. Alfied 



Bell, his solldtor, "tbtl one day after dinner, 
in Uie library in Hamilton Place, he beckoned 
toflMtoaitbf him; and immediately eatering 
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the ex-Chancellor displayed some impatience, and even resent- 
ment, the pious divine in vain Btroye to make him understand 
that the only object of this conference was to call his attention 
to spiritual things, — and, having exhausted all the means 
which the aoutest intellect, the deepest knowledge, and the 
most winning manners could supply, was oblig^ to retii'e 
without, in any dejz^'ee, making the impression which he 
desired. Next day I^ord Eldon received llie following most 
beautiful letter, which, no doubt, brought him to a right 
frame of mind, and wfiich may be perused with advantage by 
persous of all ages and all conditions of life, whether in health 
>r in sickness : — 

•* My dear Lord, 

"I take blanio to myself for having, as I fear, obtruded on you some 
important matters ul consideration at a time when you were not pre- 
pared to admit them ; or in a manner which may have been deemed too 
earnest and importunate. That you pardon the intmsion, I have no 
doubt, and that you ascribe what may have been ill-timed, or ill- 
considered, to the trno cause — an anxious wish to lead a Idghly-gifted 
mind like yours to those thoughts which alone can satisfy it. 

*< Before I leave this places instead of again tiespassing on you in 
person, I have resolved to commit to pa^x^r a few coostderations which 
yonr own powerful mind will know how to improve, and which I 
humbly jiray the Holy Spirit of God to impress, so far as they accord 
with liis truth, on the hearts of both of us. I contemplate in you, my 
dear Lord, an object of no ordinary interest. I see a man full of years 
and honours, h<monrs rid ly earned ('ay, were they tenfold greater than 
they are) by a life which, protracted long beyond the ordinary acre of 
man, has been employed, during all the juried of service, in promotincr, 
strengthening, and securing the best and most sacred interests of your 
oounfiy. I see in you the fidthful, zealous, and most able adTOcate dT • 
the connection of true religion with the Constitution and Government of 
England. I see in you one who has laniely benefited the generation of 
which you have lx>en among the most distinguished ornaments. Seeing 
and feeling this, 1 am sure you will pardon me if I exhibit a little even 
of undue eagerness to perform to you the only service which I can hope 
to render — Uiat of exciting such a mind to those reflections by which, 
after serving others, it can now do the best and surest service to itself. 
In truth, those reflections are few and brief, but most pr^ant. In 



Into eonverMtlm, among <itber tMngs iip6k» the prope rty of B. This li s ntitftictloii to 

of liisju(ti< ial lif*'. He observed that 'it was a man at the last, nnd in kxikinp to the day 

A source of great satisfaction to bim to reflect of Judgment.' Upon my observing uix>n tbig, 

Uuithe had never idven a Jndirment In any to the ellSeetlliat' no reltanoe could Iw placed 

Canse without first iuixi msly satisfj-ing him- upon any thinp, hut upon the merits aii<l 

■elf that it wad right.' ' It is a happiness to blood of Cbrl»t alone.' he fully acqiUcsceti io 

ne; he aaid, * to refiect that I never pite A. fha tnith of the remark." 
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ihort, my dear Loftl, I woaid seek moet earnestly to guard you against 
the danger which arises from the very qualities which we most admire 
in you, and from the actions for which we are most grateful to yon. 
That danger is, lest you contemplate these matters with too much 
satisfaction — ^lest you rest upon them as the grounds of your hope of 
final acceptance with Gtod. Oh I my dear Lord, the best of the sons of 
men must be content, or rather must be most anxious, to look ont of 
themselves, and above themselves, for any sure hope — I will not say of 
justification, but of mercy. C'onsider the intinite holiness and purity 
of God, and then say whether any man was ever fit to ap|)ear at His 
tribunal. Consider the demands of His law, extending to the most 
secret thoughts, and wishes, and imaginations of the heart; and then 
say whether 3-oii, or any one, can stand Ixjfore Him in your own 
strength, when He cometh to judgment No: it is as sinners, as 
grievous sinners, we shall, we mnst appear ; and the only plea which 
will be admitted for us is the righteousness and the merits of our 
crucified Redeemer. If we place any reliance on our own ])oor doings 
or fancied virtues, those very virtues will Ixj our snares, onr dowTifall. 
Above all things, therefore, it is our duty, and pre-eminently the duty 
of the purest and best among us, to oast off all confidence in ourselves, and 
thankfully to embrace Christ's most precious off'er on the terms on 
which He offers it. He will be our Saviour only if we know, and feel, 
and humbly acknowledge that we need His salvation. He will be more 
and more our Saviour in proportion as we more and more love and rely 
upon Him. But surely the feel and deplore onr own dnftilness, 

t£e more earnest will be onr lovo, the firmer our reliance on Him 
alone is mifi;hty to save. Therefore it is, that, in preparing ourselves to 
appear Ix^fore Him, the less we think of what we may fondly deem our 
good deeds and good qualities, and the more rigidly we scrutinise our 
hearts, and detect and deplore onr manifold sinfulness, the fitter shall 
we be, because the more deeply sensible of the absolute necessity and of 
the incalculable value of His blessed undertaking and snffcnng for us. 
One word only more — <3f ourselves we cannot come to this due sense of 
our own. worthleasness ; and the devil is always ready to tempt our 
weak hearts with the bait which is most taking to many among us 
— confidence in ourselves. It is the Holy Spirit who alone can give us 
that only knowledge which will be useful to us at the last — the know- 
ledge of our own hearts, of their weakness, their \vicke(lness — and of 
the way of God's salvation, pardon of the faithful and contiding penitent 
for His dear Son's sake. Oh 1 my dear Lord, may you and I be found 
. among the truly penitent^ and then we shall ha^e our perfect ooosum- 
mation and bliss among the truly blessed. 

" I am, my dear Lore!, 

" With true veneration and regard, 

" Your Lordship's most faithful se^^'ant, 
''And afiectionate brother in Christ, 
«TheEailofEldan.»' "H.Ex*teb. 
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From the great strength of his cooBtitQtipn he might have 
laoguiBhed several years longer, and even have reached the 
years of Lord Stowell, had it not been for the setting in of an 
unusually intense frost, which carried off a great number of 
aged persons. He had had in his most vigorous days a 
tendency to cough, wliicli Lady Eldon would tell him was 
only a tnck — when he would smile and answer, ** You know, 
my dear, I have had a cough these fifty years ; but I am none 
m wone for it " He had now some symptoma ^ puhnonaiy 
oonsmnption, although of a mild type^bat his disease may 
be considered a wasting awaj of the frame by old age. On 
. some subjects he had erroneous impiessions, while on others 
his intellect remained clear and correct, and his pleasantry, 
though it very visibly waned, sparkled from time to time so as 
to recall the memory of itjs former brilliance. His daughter. 
Lady Frances i^ankes, was now living with him ; and Lord 
Encombe, althougu occupying a house at Shirley, near 
Croydon, visited him daily. On the 20th of December, being 
a^ed how he was, he answered, "Very poorly — very poorly : 
it cannot liast long. Qod's will be done ; it is my duty to 
submit." 

Till Wednesday the 10th of January, he came down daily 
1838 ^ breakfiist, at a late hour, but on that day he did 
not leave his bed till the evening. When he got up, 
and with assistance he tried to walk, his strength entirely 
foiled him. However, he was carried do\^^l stairs to the 
dining room and placed at table ; but he had a shivering fit 
during dinner, and it was necessary to carry him back to his 
bed-room. He was immediately placed in bed, which he 
never again left. His danghter. Lady Elizabeth Beptbn, and 
bis grandson, Lord Encombe, were sent for, and were most 
assiduous in their attentions to him. Next day he was so far 
better that he could occasionally enter into conversation with 
those around him, and he smiled when reminded of the anec- 
dote of Jving ( loorgo III. having told his court, '* I have what 
no previous King of England has had — an Archbishop of 
Canterbury,' and a Lord Chancellor, each of whom ran away 
with his wife." He was amused likewise hj being reminded 
of the opposite &tes of himself and the Metronolitan ; for, 
while he himself, destined for the Chnrch, had been driven 
by poverty into the law, Br. Howley, who bad once a longing 

t Dr. AUDnertSaUoa. 
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for the Bar, had entered the Church because he ooiild not 
afford the expense of a legal education.* 

On the Friday tho frost was dreadAilly severe, and he was 
worse. His family therefore were not permitted to be with 
him, but Mr. I'ennington took Lord Encombe into his bed- 
room to see him a few minutes, aiid said to him, " It is a cold 
day, my Lord," to which Lord Eldon replied, in a low and 
placid voice, " It matters not to me, where I am going, 
whether the weather here be hot or cold." These appear to 
be tiie last words he ever uttered. He languished till a 
quarter past four o'clock in the afternoon of the following 
day, Saturday, the 13th of Januaiy, 1838, when he expired 
without a groan, in the eighty-seventh year of his age, and 
his eyes were closed by his affectionate grandson, the heir of 
his titles, his estates, and his more amiable qualities. 

Although Lord Eldon had sunk a good deal from public 
Aotice for several years, his death caused a considerable sen- 
sation, — reviving the recollection of what he had been, and 
of the important part which he had acted with many great 
men who had been swept away long before him. When his 
remains lay in state in Hamilton Plaoe, large numbm of all 
olasses went to see the solemn soene ; and when the funeral 
recession, attended by the caniages of the Princes of the 
lood, many of the peerage, and all the dignitaries of the law, 
blackened the way, — dense crowds stood uncovered, respect- 
fully gazing at it as it passed. The private caiTiages having 
returned to London vvlien a halt was made near Ilainnier- 
smith, the procession moved on towards Encombe, the present 
Earl being chief mourner, and the other near relations of the 
deoeased accompanying him. It rested the first night at Bag- 
shot, the next at Winchester, the third at Wimbome— and 
the following morning it reached the &mily mansion in 
Dorsetshire. The body again lay in state tiliere, and on 
Friday, the 2Gth of January, was deposited, according to the 
directions of the deceased, in tho vault which he had con- 
structed in the buryin«]^-gTound of the chapel at Kingston, by 
the side of his beloved ]^>essy." Tho appropriate service 
was read by the clergy man of the parish with great solemnity 
in the midst of an immense assemblage of rustics from the 
surrounding country, tho younger part of whom, when hoary 



■ The Chancellor tnipht h&re made a very 
good Archbishop ; but all must rejoice in the 
c ir c iUMU ncei wUcli draw the ArdibiBbop 



from the wranpling of the Bar to that lilf^h 
sLaliun which he so emicenily uniomcDt^ bj 
bis mild Tlrtiui.>.lMt. 
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hoaded, will boast to their grandchildren of having heen 
present at the funeral of the great Lord Chancellor Eldon. 

The present Earl has raised in Kingston chapel a hand* 
some monument to his memory, with a likeness of him by 

Sir Francis Chantrey, and an inscription enumerating all the 
offices which he held, and the hononrs which were confeired 

upon him. 

The fortune he left beheld him, exceeding in amount half a 
million of money, was all made most honourably. When at 
the Bar, he was always contented with the honorarium volnn- 
tarily ofifered to him; and^on the Bench, although he took 
some pains to conceal his official income, he never increased 
it by nnfidr means. He bonght some land, and laid out con- 
siderable sums on mortgage, — ^though, like his brother Lord 
Stowell, he preferred for his accumulations " the elegant sim- 
plicity of the three per cents ; " but he declared ** that his 
purchases into the stocks, and his sales out of the stocks, were 
never made (as his bankers could testify) except in the simple 
and usual course of business — never by way of speculation, or 
with reference to any particular public event." 

He disposed of thise^vast possLions by a wfll and oodkils. 
in his own handwriting, occupy i ng seven! y-fonr sheets. Being 
drawn by such a conTeyancer, we may kope that they will 
never give rise to any doubt, although many of the most im- 
portant points in the law of real propeiiy have been settled in 
Buits upon the construction of the wills of eminent judges. 
TTo gave his Dorsetshire estates to Lord Encombe for life, re- 
mainder to Tjord Encombe's first and every other son succes- 
sively in tail male ; and for default of such issue, they are 
settled in moieties upon the testator's two daughters, Lady 
Elizabeti^ and Lady Irances, — vn&i remainders in itSL to sons 
in succession, and then to daughters as tenants in common in 
tail, — and cross-remainders in tail between the fionilies of 
Lady Frances and Lady Elizabeth. The Durham estates, 
subject to the settlements of them before made on the mar- 
riage of I.ord Encombe and on other occasions — under which 
they wore settled upon Lord Encombe for life, with re- 
mainders to his first and every other son successively in tail 
male — are given to the same uses, in favour of Lady Elizabeth 
Kepton and Lady Frances Bankes and their families, as the 
Dorsetshire property. The leasehold house in Hamilton 
Place is given to Lord Encombe for lif^ with remainder to 
his &rst and other sons successively; and, in de&ult of such 



Digitized by Google 



kJ>, 183B. 



HIS WILL. 



219 



issue, becomes part of the testator's personal residue. Several 
laige sums of Btodc are eettled tipon tlie testator's two 
daughters and their issue. To Ladjr Elizabeth and Lady 
Frances are left also some specific articles ; and life annuities 
are given to each. After the bequest of Fincher, described as 
" my fiivonrite dog/* to Lady Frances, he continues : ** And I 
direct that I may bo buried in the same tomb at Kinjrston in 
which my most beloved wife is buned, and as near to her 
remains as possible ; and 1 desire that the riog which 1 wear 
on my finger" may be put with my body into my coffin, and 
be buried with me." He adds various legacies to servants 
and others. The general residue of his personal estate he 
directs to be invested in the purchase of lands, to he settled 
to the same uses as the Dorsetshire estates. A schedule is 
annexed, enumerating various articles, which the will directs 
to descend with, the estate in the nature of heir-looms, and to 
which the first codicil mak-cs goino additions. These heir- 
looms are chiefly busts, portraits painted and engraven, letters 
of the Eoyal Family, the watch, chain, and seal given to him 
by King George III., various snuff-boxes, the salvers having 
the Great Seal set therein, the tankard given to him by George 
lY., addresses and other testimoniak and tributes to ms 
publio character, his law books, the robes and lace worn by 
him as a Judge and as a Peer respectiYely, and the service of 
plate which he had on his appointment as Lord Chancellor. 



CHAPTER CCXIll. 

CHARACTER OF LORD ELDON. 

I CANNOT conclude this work withotrt attempting to sketch 
tiie character of Lord Eldon. 

MExtronnm hnoo, Arethiua, wM oonoede teboran." 

The task is the most difficult which has yet been imposed 
apon me. I am relieved from the scruples which 1 should 
otherwise have felt in writing freely of one so recently re- 
moved from among ns, by the oonsideration that a Life " of 

* 'Hm movniing-ring for Ug wifli . 
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him, minutely describing his whole career, and professing to 
appreciate all bis qualiiies, as a palilio man and as a private 
inaividnal, has be^ given to the world, with the foil sano- 
tion of his fuiuilyJ Thenceforth he became historical," as 

much as any of his predecessors who have reposed for cen- 
turies in the tomb. As it could not be expected that ela- 
borate encomiums were to he bestowed upon him, without 
the liberty of pronouncing censure till the present generation 
had })a.ssed away, trutli sternly requires that the feelings of 
his surviving relations and friends should now be entirely 
disre^rded, although it is impossible to suppress regret when 
pain IS infiioiecL 

My embarrassment arises from the political principles and 
party connections of the anthor being so different from those 
of the subject of this memoir. I have heard it said, that 
*' the most delightful of all employments must be to write the 
life of an opponent." To ine it is most distressing. I have 
no vengeful propensities to be gratified by warring with the 
de.id, and I am haunted by the apprehension that, in dealing 
out censure, I may be supposed to be actuated by personal 
spleen, or by a desire to attack measures and sentiments 
mioh I disapprove by disparaging him who was their greatest 
champion.' 

I must proceed, however, according to my own sense of 
duty, — taking care that I do not sacrifice the praise of being 

just to that of being generous. 

Of course Lord El don excites most interest as an Equity 
Judge. It is very unfortunate for him, that here, where 
he was so eminent, it is so difficult for tlie bi<»graplier to 
convey an adequate notion of his merit. Wore 1 to try to 
analyse the thirteen volnmes of Vesey, junior, which record 
his decisions, with the camel-loads of them furnished by other 
reporters (Beames, Cooper, Merivale, Swanston, Jacob, 
Walker, Turner, Bussell, Eose, Buck, Gljmn, Jameson, Dow, 
and Bligh), however well I might succeed in assisting the 
law student, or facilitating the researches of the Chancery 
practitioner, or marking the advance of the science of Equity 
during the first quarter of the nineteenth century, — I shoulid 

r TwIks's "UliBOf Lord Eldon," to which batfs," said, "I nhvays took care that the 
the praaeDt Garl has not only contributed Wbigs should have the wont of it;" or the 
hit gnmdfkther^s papers, but naay raltuible Wh% blaekimith, who, as often ai the hone 

fibM^Viationi of his uwn. of a Tory wan bnmrrht to Mm tO llKMi 

« 1 fear that I may be accused of iinitat> was sun to lame him. 
lug Dr. J ihnsQn. wbok In talUiig of Ui <■ Db> 
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TOresent sometliing which wotdd be ooviaie to the general." 
Delighted should I be, tinder &voiir of the Muses who inspire 
lawyers, — 

"Qaamm sacn too ingenti flercQMQB imon,"-' 

to travel clironologically from Easter Tenn, 41 George III. 
(1801), to Hilary Term, 8 George IV. (1827), and to show 
how injunctions were granted and refused, — whence sprang 
the docifcrine of illusory appomtments, — when the winttBa jum 
is sufficient to feed uses, — what is the effect of trustees to 
preserve contingent remainders joining in a settlement or 
sale, — and whether an equitable estate &1 is well barred bj 
a fine and recovery. Such lucubrations would be more akin 
to my pursuits, aud would plea.se me far more than detailing 
parliamentary debates and political intrigues, or narrating 
personal anecdotes. But, if I were to indulge my legal vein, 
it is quite certain that my book, instead of being found on 
the ladies' toilettes, and being fought for at chibs, would 
experience the usual destination of learned works," in the 
shop of the trunk-maker or the grocer, — so that the attempt 
would redound as little to the advantage of my hero as of 
myself. T\enouncIng all lofty aspirations, therefore, I must 
be contented with a few desultory remarks on Lord Eldon's 
qualifications and peiformanoes as occupier of the marble 
chair." 

I begin with lamenting his defects. But let it be under- 
sto«xl at once, that I honour him as a great magistrate, and 
that, instead of comparing him with excellence which has 
actually been exhibited, I am considering how near he ap- 
proaches to an imaginaiy standard of perfection, or the h$(m 
ideal of ;i Chancellor. 

Although endued with wonderful acuteness and subtlety 
of intellect, with a retentive momoiy, a logical understanding, 
and power of unwearied application, he was utterly devoid of 
imagination, and of all taste for what is elegant or refined. 
His acquirements, even as a jurist, were very- limited. lie 
was familiarly acquainted with every nook of the municipal 
law of this realm ; but all beyond was to him terra mooamta. 

Gk>uld he have combined with his own stores of professional 
learning his brother Lord Stowell*^ profound knowledge of 
he Civil and Canon Law, of the Law of Nations, and of the 
Codes of the Continental States, he would have been the most 
accomplished judge who ever sat on any British tribimal 
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Bat while he was reading Coh upon Littleton over and oTer 
again, and becoming thoroughly versed in all the doctrines 
laid down by Chief Justices and Chancellors in Westminster 
Hall, we are not told that he ever dipped into the Code, the 
Pandects, or the Institutes of Justinian ; or that he fuiuid any 
pleasure in PufTendorf or Grotius, or that he ever formed the 
slightest acquaintance with U'Aguesseau or l^othier. Nor,' 
in any of his arguments at the Bar, or judgments from the 
Bench, does he, as &r as I am aware, ever refer to the ciTil 
law, or any foreign writer, as authority, or by way of illus- 
tration.* Considering that our system of Equity is essentially 
derived from the CivU Law, when any doubtftil question in 
it ai isf s we rejoice to see it traced to its source. Sir William 
Grant— ^' sanctos ausilte recludere fontcs " — by this practice 
gives force and beauty to his judgments, which, in travelling 
through the dreary tomes of \'esey, we now and then en- 
counter with delight, like oases in the desert. 

As a misfoi-tune to Lord Eldon's judicial reputation, I must 
likewise point out his utter relinquishment of literature, from 
4ihe time when he began to study the law. This cost him 
no sacrifice; he wrote no ** Farewell to his Muse; " and he 
never even felt a wish to resume his liberal studies. He once 
astonished the Bar by saying that, during the Long Vacation, 
he had read I^vuai'Ise Losr ; " but it was shrewdly suspected 
tliat he only skimmed it over, — trying to find out the charging 
part ; " and certain it is that, for many years, his reading 
was cuniined to bills, answers, depositions, affidavits, and the 
more trifling articles in the ** John Bull " newspaper. The 

' Sir Edward Sugden. in his very valuable num est, cul necesse est, licet rem nonfuerit 
treatise on " TtM Law of VtDdon and Pur- nacttu, prctiutn suivere.**'— See Inst. lib. IIL 



chusers," * — commenting on the case of tit. 24, 3. But there is no reason to think 

Paine v. Mellor. « Vesey, jun. 349, In which that Lord Eldon took bis doctrine from the 

Lmd Eldon hold, that, " upon the sale of a dvil law, and, indeed, he pnoeeds on dif> 

bou<ie, if after the day tor completing the ferent reasoning; for he seems to h:i\-<> 

contract, and after the title has been ae- been actuated by the con^iidcrution, that, in 

oepted, but before the conveyance has been equity, the p r operly had passed, although 

executed, it i& burnt down, the lou fall* on in the civil law, as well as in the Scotch 

the buyer,"— says, " Lord Eldon'* deelrioa in law, the property remains in tlie seller till 

Paine v. Mellor exactly aocunks with the delivery. — " Periculum rel vendit«*' Is a 

doctrine of the dvil law. Indeed* thla veiy very curious head in the civil law. 

case Is put in the Institutes. 'Gbm antem b Jockey Bell, the famous Chancery 

emptio et venditio contractu sii, iH-riculum pleader, having said that he read all the 

Ni vend! las statim ad empturem pertlnet new novels, and being asked how he found 

tametst ailbnc ea res emptorl tnuHta nan sit time, answered, " I soon find out the charge 

Itaquo si aat aedcs totaa vol nliquaex parte ing part,"— wbemin UeS'tke-VlrtlW Of sblU 

iftxiidio consumptA faerint emptoris dam> ia.CUanceiy. 

•-andedttkoipiaaae 
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intelleot cannot be oonfined to such fare without injiir}\ I 
do not now speak of his loss of Uiat caste to which the 
Somerscs, the Cowpers, anjd the Talbots, the companions of 
Swift, Addison, and Tope, had belonoed — not to his neglect 
of fame— but to the depravation of taste which lie displayed. 
Having forgotten his modicum of classical lure, and remain- 
ing wholly unacquainted with modem authors, he had no 
images in his mind, and no tains of phraseology, beyond 
what he picked up from perusing deeds and equity reports. 
In his latter days he could neither speak nor wi ite gram- 
matically — ^insomuch that people would not believe he had 
gained a prize at Oxfurd for English composition ; and he 
was actually compared to the roue Duke of Orleans, who said 
of spelling, " We quarrelled at the outset of life, and never 
made up our difterences." This vandalism impaired not only 
the grace but the efficiency of his high judicial qualities, and 
not only deprived hun of the benefit of knowing something 
of pnbHo opinion and of the progress o£ improvement, but 
really hindered him from arranging and expressing his 
thoughts so as to do justice to the right conclusions at which 
he had arrived. The celebrity of Lord Manstield and Lord 
Stowell, as judges, is in no small degree owing to their hav- 
ing continued to refresh and to embellish their professional 
labours b\ })eru.sing the immortal productions of poets, his- 
. toriaris, and moralibts. 

1 am next obliged to regret that Lord Eldon, while sitting 
in his Ck)urt, often vrasted his time, or, I should rather say, 
the time of the public. I know well how difScult it is to 
join the suavity of manner, which he ever preserved, with the 
energy required for the steady despatch of judicial business. 
Tlie combination is, perhaps, only an ideal excellence ; but 
although, for the popularity of the Judge with the Bar, the 
greater object may be never to give ofi'ence, it is most impor- 
tant for the suitors that their causes sliould be decided ; and 
for this purpose the advocates must be kept under control, and 
it must be made disagreeable to them to wander from the 
question in hand, to repeat what has been before said, and to 
talk nonsense. Lord Mdon never complained of irrelevance, 
— hd rather encouraged prolixity, and the approach to ab- 
mirdily he never checked by a rebuke, a sneer, a sarcasm, 
or even a look of exhausted patience or of suppressed ridicule. 
He himself was gradually corrupted by this habit of for 
bearance. 
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If, when lie took lus seat in the Court of Chanceiy, he had 
followed the oonrse which, from hiB great experience and 
authority, was eafiily open to him, of never hearing more 
than two counsel in die same interest, and of requiring pnxe 
qiiestiouH of law to he argued only by one counsel on a side, 
ordering a second argument if necessaiy — and had exercit;ed 
a propel- cuntrol over the discussion, while he devoted his 
whole attention to it, — he would have done thrice as much 
business as he actually got through, and his decisions would 
not only have heen more rapid, but wonld haye been, if po»- 
siUe, more satisfactory. His remissness constantly grew 
upon him. It was utterly impossible that, when the sizHi 
and scTenth oonnsel for the plaintiif were going over the 
same ailments and authorities which had been exhausted 
by »Sir 5Samuel IJoinilly and Mr. Leach, his attention should 
really be engaged, although he seemed to listen. In reality, 
he was writing a gossiping letter to Lady Frances, his 
daughter, or Mrs. Kidley, his sister-in-law.'' He found this 
occupation very agreeable, and he was pleased to have un- 
disturbed leisure for it, — flaying the flattering unction to his 
sonl, that while he was sitting on the bench, and counsel 
were speaking in his hearing, he oonld not be accused of 
neglecting his duty. When arrears were multiplied to such 
a degree that, upon a moderate calculation, many years would 
be necesJ^aiy to clear them off, — like a man deep in debt, 
who becomes recklessly piudigal, ho grew more and more 
indifferent respecting the efficient employment of the hours 
appropriated to forensic labour; and if the appearance of 
arguing causes was kept up in his Court, however drowsily, 
the less he was called npon for an effort of thought, the better 
he was pleased.' At last he seemed to he nnder a sort of 
infatuation upon the subject; and after the motions against 
him in the House of Commons, and the appointment of the 
Chancery Comnussion, he was still more dilatoiy and in- 
efficient. 

Whin uttendtng the Assizes and Quarter argom^Qte, — MS Junior, abovt to repeat an 
ScflsioDs atOkmcester, where Un. Hidl^, aiganMki for the fifth time, wouil4 
tiM wife of Dr. Ridley, a prebendaiy cf tb« ** Now, mj Lord, I am abont to Vttitim 
cathedral, resided with her husband, I have up<jn anew view of the case, wliich lUgr* 
wveral times been shown these letten* perhaps, be deserring of consideraitoii,'*— > 
which were written on long sUps of fbidi- when the Chancellor. hsTtug laid aside bit 
cap pap< r, siKh as a Jndge UM In tlUng pen fur a time, would say, " That n<°w view 
notes of ao argument. of the case does deserve and shall n«eiv« 

d Itlssrtd that trape were snmetimfle Md conddamtfoo.'' 
lor him to prove his want of sttaotion to the 
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Tlie heaviest cliai'ge brought against him in his lifetime 
was liiis habit of dulaying judgment after the cause had been 
heard. This, althuugli by no means without foundation, was 
dreadfully exaggerated. He lived in factious times, and 
beixiff lumself a Teiy keen and saooeBsful politician, he ex- 
cited a good deal of envy and batred among his opponents. 

When Lord Mdon had passed the fifth part of a oentniy in 
office, and made no sign of retiring, lettozB of marque were 
issued by the Whig Opposition to bum, sink, and destro}' the 
old first-rate that lay so obstinately in the very mouth of the 
harbour, and obstnicted their entrance.'** 

Besides the annual motions made against him in the House 
of Commons, which I have mentioned, there was a constant 
saooesBion of attacks upon him in pamphlets, reviews, and 
newspapers, and the grand topic was his " denial of justice by 
refusing to decide." This was boldly asserted as a &ot, and 
to this mainly was attributed the enormous accumulation of 
arrears in the Court of Chancery, with all the evils real and 
imaginary" prevailing there. Bands of litigants, wan, weaty 
and wavSted, whoso suits, after many years of expectation, had 
been finally heard, were represented as still wandering about 
Lincoln's Inn Hall, and exclaiming, — 

" Ah ! little kuow'st tbou, who bast never tried, 
"Wlwthell it fe In mlng long to bide 
To kMe good days that migbt be better spent; 
To ivaste long nights in iienaive diaoontent ; 
To apeed ttMiay , to be put back t04iiorfow.<~ 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and wmm ; 
To fret the aiml with crosses and with care,— 
To eat the heart with comfortless despair." 

Nay, it was asserted that many, who had large sums un- 
doubtedly due to them, locked up in Chancer}-, had, by the 
doubts and delays of the Lord Chancellor, actually died ol 
penury, or of a broken heart, and that their ghosts might be 
seen between midnight and oook-crow, flitting round the 
AcconntaniOeneral's office. Lndiorons stories were likewise 
invented of one cargo of ice having melted away, and another 
cargo of fruit having all become rotten, while he was doubt- 
ing what judgment he should pronounce on motions for an 
injunction. ' 

On the other hand he was zealously defended in all that 

* 2 Townsend, 410. v. Smith, |3 Vcsey, 542, where the /r"»< 

'Tliere Ib no better fonndatka for these was landed in guixl order and 8old,-tte 

■toito asairlwt !• to teMndlnOBMliii litfiiiietton applying to the jirecwib. 
YOh. X. Q 
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ho did, and in all that he omitted to do — and if his advocates 
reluctantly admitted that at times he was a little given to 
the " ounotative," they exclaimed, — 

" Tu maximus ille es 
Uniu qui oobiA cunctando restitou lem.** 

Many zettais on the subject wwe ordered by tlie House 
of Commons, and many Volumes were written, invidiously 

or oomplimentanly comparing Lord Eldon with Lord Hurd- 
wicke ' and his predecessors, and ¥dth Sir John Leach and 

his contemporaries. 

But the interest of the controversy has almost entirely 
evaporated. It is very certain that Lord Eldon did defer his 
judgments most unjnstifiably and unacconntably, althongh 
the blame to which he was liable for this habit was so much 
overohaiged. It is ihe-duty of a judge, in grave and difficult 
cases, to take time to consider ; but it is his duty, as soon as 
is consistent with due deliberation, to make up his mind, and 
to deliver judgment, — ^further delay not only unnecessarily 
prolonging the suspense of the parties interested, but render- 
ing^ the jndge less and less qualified to decide rightl}^ as the 
facts of the case escape from his recollection, and the impres- 
sion made upon him by the arguments at the Bar is effaced — 
to say nothing of the dou})lo time and labour required from 
him in vainly trying to make himself master, a second time, 
of what he once tiioroughly understood. Lord Eldon, as 
soon as he had been informed of ihe circumstances of a case, 
formed a decided opinion upon it, and at the close of the 
arguments he would intimate this pretty plainly. Yet he 
not unfl'equently expressed doubts — reserved to himself the 
opportunity for further consideration — took home the papers 
— never read them — promised judgment again and again — 
and for years never gave it— all the facts and the law con- 
nected with it having escaped from his memory. I shall give 
a few instances of this infinnity. 

On one occasion, having spoken v«y luminously for two 
hours on the merits of a case which he had heard, and having 
intimated a strong opinion in &vour of the defendant, he 

* The great controversy was. whether the had increased most enormously, considering 

tra^ess of the Court of Chancery had in- the increase in our population, comrafrce, 

creased since Lord Haidwicke's time ? Not- and wealth ; and that the sum of money la 

withstanding lome returns, showing the Court belonging to the suitors had rort^iniy 

wanibar «f UUs filed, I cannot doubt that it increased iiior« than tenfold. 
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finished by flaying, ** However, 1 w ill take home the papers 

and read them carefully, and will tell the parties on a ftitur© 
day what my judgment will be." Sir Samuel Komilly, rising 
from his seat and tiiniing round to the juniors, said, ">^"ow 
is not this extraordinary ? I never heard a more satisfiictory 
judgment; and yet the CJhancellor professes that he cannot 
make up his mind. It is wonderful; and the more so, be- 
cause, however long he takes to consider a cause, I scarcely 
over knew him differ from his first impression." 

The history of two cases between Wan and Hoj-wood is 
detailed in the following letter, which was written by the 
solicitor for the plaintiff to the Lord Cliancellor :— 

*• Ware v. Horwood. 1 ^ly Lord, — My clients have great reason to 
Same v. Same. /complain of the great injury sutfered by ihem 
in consequence of these causes not keeping their station at the head of 
your Loraship^s paper, agreeably to yomr Lordship's Order, repeatedly 
given in my hearing. It is now nearly seven years since they have 
been waiting for your Lordship's judgment ; and upwards of two years 
ago they had arrived at the top of the jjaper, at which place I humbly 
entreat tlicy may, until you can decide upon them, remain. There is a 
fund of 10,0002. and upwards locked up in Court until your Lorddiip 
decides in these causes, and it is therefore matter of great importance to 
my unfortunate clients that your Lordship's decision may not be de- 
layed by the circumstances to which I liave al)0ve alluded. It is painful 
to me to state to your Lordaliip that I have learnt, from autliority which 
I have DO reason to doubt, that the infant, for whose benefit tibese suits 
were instituted twenty years ago, died of a broken heart on account of 
heivg Ji'pt out of his properfy, that I have to contend againBt tlie 
bittbr feelings of his relations. Under these distressing circumstances, 
knowing that your Loi-dship will pardon the liberty I have taken ui 
thus acraressing you, and which nothing but Ihe imperious neces- 
sity of the case would have induced me to have done, I have (he 
honour,*' &c. 

It is said by Lord Eldon's fi iends, that upon mvestigation 
the sum locked np was found to be <^eatly overstated, and 
that the death of the infant of a broken heart tunied out to 
be a fable : yet. strange to say ! the solicitor, instead of being 
committed to the Fleet Prison for a contempt of court, in 
fulfilment of a denunciation lately uttered by the Chancellor 
against the practice of writing private letters to him about 
pending suits, was sent for to tiie priTate room of the Chan- 
cellor, where he was most courteously received,— and his 
bill of costs to his client contained the following item, which, 
when read aloud,, caused & deep sensation in the House of 
Commons : — 

<i 2 
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<«To attendance on the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain in his 
private room, when hisLordahip begged for further indulgence from 
me till to-morrow 16«. 4d." 

His Lordship, haying b^ed and obtained a fartbor res- 
pite, was at length as good as his word, and, witli the spur in 
his side, actually did make a decree. 

But in the following case, verified by the oath of a memher 

of Parliament before the Chancery Commission in August, 
1825, it would appear that no decree was ever made : " In a 
friendly suit, the Kura at stake not being more than 2500/., 
the Chancellor declared in November, 1816, that ' he would 
give judgment in a few days.' The parties died ; and after 
three jrears, the solicitor for some of the representatiyes, 
becommg impatient^ followed the precedent in Wan v. 
Hoi-wood, and wrote the following note to the Lord Chan- 
oellor : — 

** * SnikiM y. Cfarislure, — The solicitor for the representatives of the 

parties in the cause is desired on their behalf humbly to entreat 
the Lord Chancellor's judgment in tlie above cause. The subject mat- 
ter in question came on to be heard before his Lordship in the shayx? of 
exceptions to the Master's Keport on the 20th and 22nd A'ovember, IBl 6, 
—May 22nd, 1820.' 

In two or three days the Chancellor returned the follow- 
ing answer : — 

*• *In the case of Erskine v. Gartshorc, the papers were long ago taken 
from my table. I have desired Mr. Hand to make due inquiry for 
them, and, understanding from your note that 1 have been mistaken in 
snpposing that the cause was arranged, as soon as I get the papers I will 
dispose of it. 

** * TooiSy with much respect^ 

« • Eldok.* 

" I have only to add," said the witness, •* that, notwith- 
standing the promise contained in his Lordship's note, the 
cause still stands for judgment in his paper, and is btiil un- 
disposed of/' It has been asserted tiiat ** the niaterials. for 
judgment were gone : the papers conld never be recoveced." ^ 
I will only mention one other case of this class.' Under a 
▲ng. S3, will it was doubtful which oi two sons of the late Earl 
Somers on his death would be entitled to a oonsider- 

>• 2 Towmend, 4i3. of it ia print, Imt I hen li item «d un* 

> lamaotflore wbetbfir Uiere ueany votiee doubted woroe. 
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able estate. With a Tiew to bie own will he wisbed the question 

to be decided in hia lifetime, and for this pni*po8e he directed 
that a friendly suit should be instituted in the Coui*t of Chan- 
cery. The case being most learnedly and elaborately argued, 
the Chancellor promised a speedy judgment ; but term rolled 
on after teim, and year after year, without any judgment 
being given. Lord Soraers several times spoke to him pri- 
vately, saying that he had no bias on the subject, but that 
it was of great consequence to bis &mily to have a decision 
one ynj or the other. That you shall," said the Chanoellor, 
** and I take so much time to consider it that you may have 
one that wiU stand." Several times was a day appointed for 
giving judgment, and as often, on some pretence, judgment 
was postponed. At last, the case being in the paper for 
judgment, once more Lord Somers attended in j)erson, in the 
hope of extorting it, and the Lord Chancellor actually began 
by reading the bill, the answer, and depositions, when he 
showed that he had utterly forgotten what the question was, 
and dedared that, being obliged to attend a meeting of tiie 
Cabinet, he must postpone the judgment to a future day. 
Lord Somers thereupon intimated to him that he ihou^t it 
would be better to allow the question to stand over till after 
his own death, and that he did not desiie that any judgment 
should be pronoimced. 

The cause, or perhaps the pretext, for these delays was a 
prinei})le on whicli he })Jufesscd to act, " that it was always 
his duty to roiid the bill, answer, depositions, and exhibits, 
and to consider not only the ftef s stated and the points made 
at the bar, but all the &cts in the cause, and all the points 
ihat might be made on either side.** I know," said he, 
"it has been an opinion — ^a maxim — a principle — ay, an 
honest principle, on which several of those who have presided 
in this Court have acted, — th:it a judge is obliged to know 
nothing more than counsel think proper to communicate to 
him, relative to the case. But for myself I have thought and 
acted otherwise : and I know, yes, I could swear upon my 
oath, that if 1 had given judgment on such information and 
statements only as I have received from counsel on both 
sides, I should have disposed of numerous estates to persons 
who had no more title to them than I have; and believe me 
that I feel a comfort in that thought — a comfort of which 
all the observations on my conduct can never rob me." ^ 

,k QoMrter^ Rcftew, zUv. in. 
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** During my ChancelloTsliip," says he, m bis Anecdotb 
Book, with his usual self-complacenoy, I was hinch, very 
much blamed for not giving judgment at the close of the 
aigaments. I persevered in this, as some thought from ob- 
stinacy, but in truth from principle, from adherence to a rule 
of conduct, formed afier much consideration what course of 
proceeding was most consonant with my duty. With Lord 
Bacon, ' I confess I have somewhat of the cunctative/ and, 
"vvith him, I thought that * whosoever is not wiser upon advice 
than npon the sadden, the same man is no wiser at fifty than 
he was at thirty/ I oonfess that no man ever had more 
oooasion than I had to nse the expression, whioh was Lord 
Bacon's &ther*B ordinary word, * You must give me time.* 
T always thought it bettor to allow myself to doubt before 
I decided, than to expose myself to the misery, after I had 
decided, of doubting whether I had decided rightly and 
justly. It is true that too much delay before decision is a great 
evil ; but in many instances delay leads eventually to prevent 
delay ; that is, the delay which enables just decision to be 
nukde aooelerates the enjoyment of the fruits of the suit : and 
I have some reason to hope that, in a great many oases, find 
decision would have been infinitely longer postponed, if 
doubts as to the soundness of original judgments bad led to 
rehearings and appeals, that it im.*? post]>oned, when infinite 
care, by much and anxious and long consideration, was taken 
to form an impregnable original decree. The business of the 
Court was also so much increased in some periods of my C/irnicellor- 
shipf tliat I never could be confident that counsel had fnVy informed 
m$ of iks facts or of ^ kao of many of the cases ; and there 
may be found not a few instances in whioh most satisfiustory 
juc^ments were pronounced, which were founded upon facts 
or instruments with which none of the counsel who atgued 
the cases were acquainted, though such fisats and instruments 
f )T*med part of the evidence in the cause.** 

Once ho observ^cd in the House of Lords, — *' It will be a 
consolation to me, during my remaining life, knowing that it 
has been said that I liave been dilatoiy in decision, that I 
have, by looking at the original instiiimcnts, saved to tho 
right owner many a landed estate, whioh would otiierwise, 
probably, have been given to his adversanr." " 

In a private company he said, — ** Lord Abergavenny told 
me he compromised a suit, because his attorney had told 

" Bwoambe 9» Van, • Dow, ic 
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him there was in his case a weak point, which, though tho 
opposing parties were not aware of it, that old fellow woiild 
be sure to find out if the case came before him. It is quite 
necessary never to tiiist to the lawyers : it is tiieir business 
to make a good ca&e for their clients; it is mine to administer 
justice." 

Conversing on these sobjeots wilih Mra. Foster, he said to 
her, " I was often accused of slowness in mj decisions, but 
xeally it was sometiiiiefi incompatible with justice to decide 
^uidker. Now I will tell you what happened in one case : 
it was a cause where one party had sold an estate, and the 
purchaser had afterwards declined completing tho bargain, 
and the estate was thrown back on the seller's hands ; this 
was a suit to compel the cumj)letiun of the sale and the 
payment of the purchase-money. ^Vell, it was argued before 
me at great length, and extracts iiom various documents 
were read in Court, and I was then pressed by the counsel 
to deliver my jud^ent the following day. I zefused to do 
this, stating tluit I made it a rule to read over and consider 
off the written documents brought into Court, and that, as 
there was an important question to be discussed that night 
in tho House of Lords, I should be unable to do this before 

the next morning." 

Again lie says in the Axkcdote Book, — " I thought it my 
indispensable duty, as a Judge in Equity, to look into the 
whole record and all the exhibits and j^roofs in causes, and 
not to consider myself as sufficiently mfoimed by counsel. 
This, I am sure, was right, — ^not <nily because, in causes 
originally heard before me, I learnt much of what was ne- 
cessary, of which counsel had not informed me, but because, 
upon rehearings of causes before me, which had been ori- 
ginally heard by others, this my opinion was strongly con- 
tinned." 

Finally, in a letter to his brother-in-law, Mr. Surtees, he 
says, — 

** My habits of doing judicial business I have formed and adhered to 
upoD principle and conviction that they were right; I have donemudi 
good by adlierinrjto them — infinite good. 

" As to wiiat i hear of m;^ doubts^ from prsons who, having no doubts 
upon any subjects, however intricate and difficult, set upas theDuetoreB 
Dnbitantium, I console myself by recollecting what a most eminent; 
Chancellor in France (D'Airne^isonii) said to his son : * The truth is, I 
don't like to risk, by velocity, translerriug property from thoee to whom 
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it belong;s, to those who ma; apparently, but not really, have a tiile 

to it.' " « 

Haviiig heard him so fully in his self-glorification, and in 
the inculpation of others, I must be allowed very respectfully 
to question the propriety of this professed judicial habit. — 
In the first place, it is impossible. In the vast majority of 
cases which come before a Judge, whether in a Court of 
Common Law or Court of Equity, ho must take the contents 
of written documents from the counsel, — trusting to their 
lunnonr and aoonracy, and to their reoiprooal sopenrision. — 
Secondly, it wonld be exceedingly dangerons for a Judce to 
be in the habit of deciding npon facts or points of law oi his 
own discovering ; for, if noticed at the bar, they wonld very 
likely have been found capable of being easily answered, or 
explained away . — Thirdly , such a habit must breed a morbid 
propensity to doubt, and it holds out a tempting bait to 
procrastination, by afibiding a ready excuse for idleness. 

Sir S. liomilly, in his Diary, gives a striking view of Lord 
£1don*s practice of deferring judgment : — 

*'8th of March, 1811. — What has ]»asscd to-day in the Court of 
Chancery a£fords a strong cxemplificatiou of my assertion of yesterday, 
that the Lord Ohancellor was over-anxious to wnidB properly. Mo has, 
for a long time, had a irreat number of cases wlich have been argued 
before hira, waiting for his jud^rment to be pronounced, — some original 
causes, and many m«Te motions and fietirions. The distress which is 
occasioned to many parties by this is hardly to be conceived. On this 
day three cases were, by his order, put into bia paper, for him to deliver 
his judgment. Of two of them he merely directed tiiat they should 
stand over till the foUiiuing Monday, witliout giving any reason. The 
third was a case of Forstcr v, Bellamy. It was a bill filed by a pauper 
to redeem a very old mortgage, — the plaintift' alleging that he was heir- 
at-law to the mortgafror. llbe defendBmt disputed the fact of his bong 
heir, and the phtintiff had gone into evidence to prove his title ; hut the 
evidence was so unsatisfactory, that all that 1, who was counsel for the 
plaintiff, could do, was to ask that an issue might be directed to try the 
fact of his being heir. Of this case, which had been argued before 
the bng vacation, the Lord Chancellor said to-day, that he had nad all 



• TUB Is probably the pasaage to which the moment, be in your recollcctiun : — JVX 

IWKfera :— " My child," said the ChAncellor, will then, too, be sensible of the miwhieTOIW 

••when you shall have read what I have and often niiiious consequences of ev«n a 

read, seen what I have seen, and heard what small ertDr in a dtci-iiin ; and conscience, I 

I have heard, yoa will feel that if, on any trust, will then make yon as doubtful, as 

■ntt}ect, yon iDiow much, there may be also timid, and conaequently as dilatory, as I am 

Uuch that you do not know ; and that some- aoenisd €f betn^" 
thing even ol what know may not, at 
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the evidence over thiee several tunes, and that he dil not think that 

there was sufficiont proved to warrant his directing an issue, but that, 
as it was the case of a pauper, he would go over all the evidence once 
more ; ajid for that purpose he directed the cause to stand over gener- 
ally, without appointing any time for his final determinatioii. Hethns 
oondemiiS all the other impatient suitors to continue waiting in anzioos 
expectation of having their causes decided, till he shall have made him- 
self quite sure, by another perusal of the depositions, that he had not 
been already three times mistaken.'** 

I must confess that I am uncharitable enough to suspect 
that he had not read the evidence over once, and that he 
deferred the judgment till he ahonld do so. According to the 
theory of ** white lies,*' which lie patronised, this would be a 
much less offence ihan, after having three times read oyer flie 
whole of the evidence, seeing that the plaintiff did not make 
out any primd fadB case, he should have indefinitely postponed 
judgment, to the great prejudice, and perhaps the utter ruin» 
of the defendant. 

I really believe that Lord Eldon considerably overrated his 
labunrs iu private and bis discoveries. Several times in the 
coui se of a long life, by minutely examining the record, and 
poring over deeds, he diid bit upon matters wbiob bad escaped 
the attention of counsel; but wboever reads throng the 
Toluminous reports of his decisions will see that, in 999 times 
out of 1000, he decides cases upon points made before him at 
the Bar ; and when he had the assistance of such counsel as 
Roinilly, Leacb, Bell, Pepys, and Sugdcn, — distinguished for 
their industry as well as their deep professional learning, — if 
he listened to their arguments in Court, it is not at all likely 
that the papers," when read at home, would present to him 
much that was both new and material.'' 

But, in weighing the defences to wbicb he was driven, we 
must remember the preposterous charges brought against him. 
Many persons were so absurd as to impute all the arrears in 
the Court of Chancery and in the House of Lords to his remiss- 
ness, and expected that he should pronounce a final decree in 
every case which came before him ; — whereas a motion was 
frequently made to ol)tain his opinion in an interlocutory 
shai)e — "\vhereupon the parties were satisfied, and the suit was 
compromised. 

But it is impossible to deny that his habit of deferring his 

o Memoirs of Bomilly's Life, ii. 371, 3t2. Legard, of wbicb not a trace is to be foond 
9 Aeonrding to tbe "Anecdote Book," be in die very ftiU and elalwitate report ol Ite 
didaw a itt%bt7 Olww fety tn Jobnaon «. case bj Tamer and RuawlL Seep. 281. 
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judgments did produce most serious injury to the suitors in 
his Court ; and we are tantalised when we think not only how 
capable he was of being above all reproach in this res]>cct, 
but that on some occasions he actually was so. Mr. AVilber- 
force, in his Diary, giving an account of his going into the 
Court of Chancery to converse with Sir Samuel Eomilly, 
says, " Lord Eldon saw me, and l>eckoD6d to me with as 
much cheerfalness and gaiety as possible. When I was alone 
with Bomillj, and aied him how he was, he answered, • I 
am worn to death : here have I been, sitting on in the vaca- 
tion from nine in the moming until four, and when I leave 
this place I have to read through all my papers to be ready 
for to-morrow morning; but the most extraordinar}^ part of 
all is, that Eldon, who has not only mine but all the other 
business to go through, is just as clieerful and untired as 
ever.' " Again, Sir Samuel Eomilly, in his own Diary, under 
date 23rd August, 1811, says, "The Chancellor ended his 
sittings. In the lust fortnight he has done more business 
than in all the rest of the year. TTc has heard nearly 300 
petitions in bankruptcy, and has decided as well as heard 
them. In the last week he sat every morning from nine to 
four, and in the evening from half after five till ten ; and he 
has not only done the business expeditiously, but with very 
great ability. It should seem as if his object had been to 
exhibit the most striking contrast imaginable to hia usual 
mode of administering justice," 

In lamenting that he was^not always equally energetic, we 
must remember Sir Bobefb Peel's apology for him:— "If 
Lord Eldon's delay had been one arising from his indulgence 
in pleasure or in frivolous amusements, it would have been a 
subject of just reprehension ; but where a man was seen 
devoting twelve out of the twenty-foui- liours, without re- 
mission, to the public business, and allowing himself no Imi^t-r 
a vacation than three weeks out of fifty-two, it would be but 
fair to pass with a light hand over the venial fault of him who 
decided slowly, from the peculiar constitution of his mind, 
and his ultra anxiety to decide justly." * We should likewise 
ever bear in mind, that when the decree was at last pro- 
nounced, it was sure to be right. It may be said of Lord 
Eldon, that he never wronged a suitor or perverted a prin- 
ciple. *' I begin to think," said Sir Samuel Komilly, after the 
erection of the Vice-Chancellor's Court, *' that the tardy 
4 DetetelaHonsettfOoinnoiisoiitbeCourtofCbaiioecy. 
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TQBtice of tiie CbanoelloT is better thaa iSb» swift injnstioe of 

nis deputy." ' It was said that FAdonian dmtbtmg mi^lit give 
ft good illustration of Etgrmitt ; " but there was a limit to the 
process in his own imagination. Thus he began his judgment 
m *' Radnor v. Shafts : — " Having had doubts upon this will 
for twaity years, there can bo no use in taking more time to 
consider it." Strange to say^ notwithstanding his doubting 
propensity, he was never known to change the opinion he 
originally formed when the case was first fully stated to him. 

' Among minor defects, I must mention his habit of carping 
at almost eveiything said by contemporary judges, and his 
gross partialily in speaking of his immediate predecessors. 
•He might be excused in complaining of the haste of Sir John 
Leach, who decided without hearing ; but he would disparage 
the judgments of Sir \\ illiam Grant, without venturing to 
reverse them ; and he gave such offence to the C(jmmon Law 
Judges, by criticising their "reasons," tliat for many years, 
when ho sent a caae for their opinion, they refused to do more 
than drily to answer afiSrmatiyely or negatively the questions 
he submitted to them. Then, he most extrayagantly overrated 
the authority of his great patron. Lord Thurlow; while he 
was constantly sneering at Lord Mansfield, — a judge equal to 
himself in professional learning, and infinitely his superior in 
eloquence and scholarship.* 

In the vain lamentation that Lord Eldon, as an Equity 
Judge, did not come up to our notion of ideal perfection, I 

' Tbe Chancellor's Court used to be deoo- lar. who has abused the Chancellor black 

mloated, by certain wits, that of oyer tanM and Uue; and this gentletnan, who has 

tetmifier, and the Vice>ChAnceUor'6 that of made no progress yet in bU profesfiioo, 

terminer tans oyer. conceives himself at liberty to calumniate 

■ 1 1 Yesey, Jan. 4S3. the highest Judge to the utmost of bis power 

« In addition to bis dtsltke of Lord Mam- also." (June, 1825.) Mr. Abercromby was 

field as a supposed favourer of Christchtirch another Scotchman with whom be hud a 

men (anti, VoL IX., p. 151), he bore him a jpauage if amnt; and to Mr. Brougham's 

grudge ratione oriyinis, ihintLing that OHM Nortibem education uo doubt be impu'^d 

bom on the banlcs of the Tyuc Imd a right much of what he considered ol^tkmable in 

to pnslL hii fortune in London, but tkat one that gentleman. I most acknowledge, boww 

bom on the banks of the Tay coming to ever, that to me. a Sootdnnan and a Whig, 

London was an intruder (anti. Vol. IX., he always lx'h;ivcd wiih great courtesy, and 

p. 210). "Scotchman" he used as a term I hope that no one will soapect me of ever 

of reproadi. Being ofTeoded with a apeedi trying to be revenged on htm for his in- 

of Mr. Joseph Hume in tbe House of justice to my country or to ray party. 

Commons, lie observes, ^'Thia same Scotch- Lord £ldon had a peculiar spiu» against 

man cares not a farthing wbat be Baya;** blB haunediate predecessor, whom be was io 

and when tbe late Mr. IMillar published his the wnstant h >bit of r-ilipending ; but b| 

ingenious book " On the Civil Law of woold say thaA, " althon^ Thurlow was th« 



England," he said, **Now oobom oot another aioit powtrAil reamwr he bed ever heaid. 
MdkflMwattbo Btv of the nemeof Mil- Wedderbom was the ablest eUter of a case,* 



Digitized by Google 



236 



LORD ELDON. 



CHiiP. ccxin. 



have only forflier to express a wish that his judgments, while 
they invariably did justice between the parties, had been more 
methodioal, had been better composed, and had abounded 
more in general principles. The faults of his judicial style 
are very much to be ascribed to the circumstance, that, in 
delivenng his opinion, he always extemporised, — not even 
makin*!; use of notes. If the advice of an individual so humble 
as myself could have any weight hereafter, I would most 
earnestly implore judges, in all cases of importance, to prepare 
written judgments. This habit not only insures a minute 
attention to all the facts of the case, and a calm consideration 
of the questions of law which they raise, but is of infinite 
advantage in laying down rules with just ]irecision, and it has 
a strong tendency to confer the faculty of lucid arrangement 
and of correct composition. How inferior would Lord 
Sto well's judgments liavo been, if blurted out on the con- 
clusion of the arguments at the bar, and taken down by a 
reporter ! Sir William Grant's, hardly inferior in merit, were 
recited as if the produce of his mind at the moment ; hut it 
is now ascertained that they had been oarefblly written out, 
revised, and committed to memory. tJnless in one or two 
cases, which Lord Eldon decided by oonsent of parties after 
he resigned the Great Seal, he never put pen to paper in pre- 
paring his judgments. In consequence, it has been remarked 
by a severe critic, that " Lord Eldon's judgments lie, like 
Egyptian mummies, embalmed in a multitude of artfully con- 
trived folds and wrappers ; " " and even Mr. Twiss candidly 
says, It may at once be admitted, that as literary composi- 
tions they are &ulty enou^ — ^inconveniently parenthetical, 
and overabundant in limitations and qualifications.'* 

It was interesting to hear him deliver a judgment ; for his 
voice was clear, and, notwithstanding his J^ewcasflie burr, 
very sweet ; his manner was earnest and impressive ; he 
lielped out the involution of his sentences by change of 
emphasis, and the varying expression of a most benevolent 
and intellectual countenance ; and as he was justly considered 
infallible, there was a disposition to receive with respect every- 
thing that feU from his lips. But very few of his judgments 
can he perused without a most painful effort, and even the pro- 
fessiomd reader has often much difficulty in discovering the 
principles on which they rest, and the doctrines which they 
establish. They proceeded neither upon the ficoting of his 
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audience previouslj knowing, nor being ignorant of, the cir- 
cnmstAnces of the case. His statement of fietots to be found in 
them is desultory and slovenly, and is often mixed up with 
propositions of law ; he is occasionally very illogical, and you 
cannot tell from what premises he draws his conclusion. 
Unfortunately he dwells so much on the specialties " of each 
particular cfise, that no one can tell whether the decisions can 
ever again be applied in any other case; and it has been 
wittily and correctLy observed, that ** they will be of i^pedal 
use when the old Ftolemaio cycle shall begin a second tune to 
run,-and all things shall happen over again in the exact same 
orders which we now behold." ^ Then his ear was as dull to 
the music of language as to the notes of Catalani. Not from 
any hesitation or embarrassment in his deliveiy (for he was 
always collected and fluent, and seemed always to be able to 
select the expressions which he preferred), but from depraved 
taste, or utter negligence, he would repeat the same word half 
a dozen times in the same breath, sometimes with a diti'erent 
meaning; and he would tautologically multiply words to 
which tiie same meaning was to be affixed, as if he had been 
dictating deeds of " lease and release : " he had no regard to 
congnxi^ or balance between the different members of his 
sentences, and he was as well contented to end with two mean 
monosyllables, as if he could have introduced the £EkVOUrite 
termination of Cicero, " esse videatur** 

But with all these defects, which I enumerate to show that 
I do not view him with blind admiration, and to give some 
-value to my praise of him, I do not hesitate a moment to place 
him, as a Juoge, above all the Judges of my time. For law 
he really had a natural genius, which was improved by long, 
severe, and unwearied disoipliiie. The law of real property 
was his forte; this he knew more profoundly, more accurately, 
and more familiarly than any man in the profession, either on 
the Bench or at the Bar ; and there was no branch of the 
municipal law of England the principles of which he did not 
thoroughly imderstand, so as easily to make liimself nuister of 
any question which might arise respecting it.'' Although he 

* Arlide Id Edinb. Ber. bj Mr. Jvtloe adrke to young eqnity counsel to go the 

WiUkOMt dnnit " for a good many years." they now 

f He Umwlf aierlbed Ub kanwlrt g a «ff never 8»at«IL Bvttli^ sbrald rememlier 

the law and his success,— Ist, to his practice his solemn admonhion: " I know, from long 

•8 a conveyanoer ; and. 2Qdly, to his taaviDg pereuuul obeervation and experience, that 

vt Inmt goM Hbm dnBof an conoenied tiie gnet defMt of the Cbaaceiy Bar b Itt 

to b*ar, tl^t awtwiflwtandlng bb eanml Ignonaioeiif eoaunon lair and common law 
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bad never been in an equity draugbtsmaD's offioe, in which it 
is now supposed tliat equity lawyers must be reared, he was 
superior in the lore of Bilk, I'leas, Deminrei-s, Answei p, and 
Exceptions, to any trained equity di augLt.smaTi who practised 
before him ; and althuugh he had never muddled with special 
pleading while at the Bar, — if a special pleading point arose 
on a writ of error while he was presiding on the woolsack, 
be could bandle it as well as a Holroyd, a Biebardson, or a 
Litdedale. 

In the absence of a political crisis, bis whole soul was in 
bis profession. If he had no literature, at least he was not 
diverted by its blandishments from his judicial duty ; and it 
is much better, if they cannot unite, that a judge should have 
law without literatiiro, than literature without law, J doubt 
whether lie ever entered a theatie three times after he was 
called to the Bar; his only amu^euieut was frightening par- 
tridges for a few weeks in the autumn ; and although, for sixty 
years, be daily drank as muob port wine as would disaUe any 
two ordinary men for intellectual occupation, it only stimn- 
lated bim to see abstruse l^gal distinctions with more acute- 
ness and accuracy. 

I need not mention his unsullied purity, — a praise to wbicb 
all English judges are now equally entitled. A Welshwoman 
once attempted to bribe him by sending him a goose, - ex- 
pressing a grave hope that '* her munificence would not incline 



bim to favour her, as she did not mean it as a bribe." In 
writing an account of tbis to bis daughter, be said, I think 
Tafl^, the Welsbwoman, will be mucb surprised wben dbe 
receives my letter, informing ber that, being a judge, she 
migbt as properly apply to her goose for advice as to me." " 

Among his qualifici^ns for the judgment-seat, must be 
reckoned his fine temper and delightful manners. Mr. John 
Williams, who had so bitterly assailed him in the House of 
Commons, had t() plead before him at great length respecting 
an issue tried on the Northern Circuit, and when retiring from 
Lincohi's inn Hall he exclaimed, Your Chancellor is an 
abundjantly ^greeable Judge I ** He certainly was moat cour- 
teous to the iras^r, to tbe solicitors, and to all who approabhed 
bim. Bvezh " upon those unhappy persons, the afflicted m mind, 

practice ; and, strangft as it should spetn, yet law. with very little notion of its doctriim 

almost without exception it is, Umt gentle- or practice."— Let^ <o Jfr. /lirrer, 1807. 

men go to a bar, where they are to modifyi " Stil Jtmuy, 1821. 
fwU^tOnd aoftoi tbe rigoar of tbe oonnnon 
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hody^ or estate^ who sometimes broke through the trammels of 
Chancers etiquette to make their grievances known in person, 
his singular kindness of manner acted with the force of a 
spell. However irregular the application, or however un- 
Decomingly pertiiiacioas the applicant, Lord Eldon listened 
with most patient attention, until the object was discovered, 
and then advised with gentleness, or softened refusal with 
complacen<gr.*' ■ ^ 

He always maintaiTiofl his dignity, and effectually checked 
any unbecoming familiarity. ^Vhen he had linished giving 
his judgment in a case that had stood many years in the paper, 
and put a question respecting the form of the decree, Mr. 
Heald said, — *' I know 1 was counsel in this case, but whether 
for the plaintiff or the defendant, and whether the judgment 
is for me or against me, I have not at this distance of time the 
most remote conception." " I have a glimmering notion it is 
for me," exclaimed Mr. Home. Supposing, finom the titter 
running through the Bar, that there was a disposition to jeer 
at his delays, he restored universal gravity by saying, ^vith 
some sharpness, " 1 beg that counsel will not make me the 
subject of their observations." 

But the weapon he usually employed in self-defence was 
good humour. A veiy old, veiy learned, very uncouth Chan- 
cery barrister, whom I recollect nnder the name of ^^ Him 
Hmj«," having qnemlonsly concluded an nnsnccessfnl argu- 
ment by observing, " But now, my Lord, I find that I know 
no law; " — " Mr. Hall," said Lord Eldon, '* if you know^ no 
law, I can say of my own knowledge, that you have forgot a 
great deal since I sat in those rows in which you now sit." 
The Ilun s face spreading Avider and wider, and his eyes filling 
with morning dew, he attempted to say something in reply, 
but, to the amusement of the whole Court, without being able 
to finish bis sentence, sat down in a state of tender sufibcation. 

My most valued and witiy friend, Sir George Rose, when at 
Hie Bar, having the note-book of the regular reporter of Lord 
Eldon's decisions put into his hand with a retjuest that he 
would take a note for him of any decision which should be 
given, entered in it the following lines as a full record of all 
that was material which had occurred during the day 

"Mr. T^rach Mr. Hart, 

ATaUc a speech. On the other part, 

Angiy.BMtrbaiwraiig: WMh«tV7,Mil„«iilMf 

* TovnttBd. 
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Mr, Parker Mr. Cooke 

Made the case darker, Cited bi* bodkg 

Which wu daik enoa^ witkoat : And the Chanoeaimr said— ^ I doitbt.' " 

This jell d^espnt, Ajiiig abont Westminster Hall, reached 
the Chancellor, who was very much amused with it, notAvith- 
Btandiiig tlie allusion to his doubting propensity. Soon after, 
Mr. liose having to argue before him a very untenable pro- 
position, he gave his opinion very gravely, and with infinite 
grace and felioily thus oondnded : — " For Hiese reaaons 
judgment mtust be against your clients; and Aere, Mr, .Rosst the 
Chancellor dobs not DOUBt/* 

But his great merit was his earnest desire to do justice 
between man and man. Notwithstanding all his professions 
and all his fears, this he really lelt, and by this he was 
steadily actuated. There have been judges (in former days) 
who cared not in how perfunctoiy manner they did their duty 
— with no anxiety but to keep their places and to avoid open 
censure — who would ou no account have done anything posi- 
tively dishonourable, but who were rather indifferent as to 
the arbitrary rules of ri^t and wrong as established by prior 
decisions, and who cared nothing for the credit of the i^stem 
of jurisprudence which they administered, beyond their ovm 
time. Lord Eldon had a disinterested, a passionate wish to 
decide rightly, — and to gain his object there was no labour 
that he was not willing to undergo. This made him disregard 
the politics of the litigant, and the personal dislike he might 
enteiUiin for the advocate. This made him even despise the 
censure to which he was exposed as a doubting and dilatory 
Judge. He certainly carried the fear of erring to excess, and 
bjr degrees it assumed a morind shape in his mind ; but we 
should remember the salutary effects which have sprung from 
it, and bear in our recollection the injury to individuiJs and 
the general confusion which would be produced by a suc- 
cession of indolent and reckless judges. It should likewise be 
remembered, that, if he sometimes frittered away the benefit 
of his decision as a precedent by dwelling upon the minute 
circumstances of the particular case, he never sought to save 
himself trouble by arbitrarily adapting all the facts to some 
one convenient ruling principle, as judges of ease-loving 
though pow^ul minds are too apt to do ; but he diligently 
had reg^u:d to all the considerations which each case presented, 
— seeing patiently how they affected each other, — and de- 
ducing the just result from the whole. I must likewise in 
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Attmess observe^ that although his judgments are imsystematio 
m their stmoture, they are inatinot with tlie true prindplea of 
equity, and that from the reports in which they are recorded 
an equitable code might be constructed, — as we may extract 
almost all the rules of life from Shakapeare, who had no 
thought of teaching morality.^ 

I should now wish, according to my practice, to lay before 
the reader .some of Lord Eldon's most interesting and im- 
portant deci«ions ; but, by copying largely from his multitu- 
dinous reporters, I should do no justice to his merits, and I 
should convey to the general reader no notion of his powers. 
His manner was BO diffiise, his arrangement so immethodical; 
and his style so repulsiye, that I have in Tain searched for 
specimens of his jnogments which might be perosed with 
Measure. Not e^en when he is discoursing on tlic manage- 
ment of theatres, or on copyright in libellous publications, or 
on taking the custody of children from an immoral parent, is 
he readable without a fee; and were I 1o present at length 
any of his judicial lucubratiuus for admiration, I should be 
suspected of selecting them maliciously.*' His later reporters 
were very able men, and if they had felt themselves at liberty 



u Tbe wi^nal of Um tdlowliig letter of 

Lord Eldon has b^'m rpc<'ntly tommunicated to 
me, and 1 bave mucb pleasure in publi&buig it 
A letter had be«n aent to him by the pott, 
asking his ndvice In favour of a poor widow, 
Who bad lust ber all from tbe bankruptcy of 
•B eseoitor. Moat Jndsea woald have 
thrown it into tbe waste-basket, but h*' trx.ic 
tbe trouble to letiun this good-natured 
answer: 

"Sir.— I have received your letter, which 
Is addressed to me tinder the influence of a 
very natural and veiy commoo miatake, hut, 
as Chancellor, I have no yv)wor to inttTpose 
in any sucb case as yuu lueniiuu. unlesg in 
the regnlaf forms of ooart, upon a petition 
regularly presonfeti. aiui dj^nly heard, after 
notice tu all pcr»onii inleresied. It will fol- 
low that, aa I can only act tu a judge, it ia 
eoBtrary to my duty to give ad>'ui- respect- 
taiga matter which may be litigated )>i-fure 
mjaelf Ibr detennlnetlon. Tbe parties, if 
they want admrf, mu-;t apply to profe^«iional 
persons. 1 would readily give it, where I 
eoold do ao without * breach of Judicial duty. 
I rany mention, gonerally, that, where an 
executor becomes bankrupt, not having in 
U» taanda at tliat ttne tbe Teiy piopartj, 
TOL. Z. 



tbe spedfle pru pe r ty, wUdi was hia testa* 

tor's, If^'/iitees can only a/!iie in with the 
bankrupt b other creditors ;— if, at tbe lime 
be beeame banlcnipt, be had tai bis banda 
property of the testator's, as for instance the 
testator s goods, chattels, leases, &c. uncon- 
verted, the law will apply such property to 
the benefit of the testator's creditors and 
legatees, and not to those of tbe bankrupt: 
but that «an only be enforoed hy regnlar 
fnmial proceedings, ns? to v hu h my judicial 
situation will not allow me to give any 
advice, 

"l am. Sir, respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

* lOth January, 1820. 

" To Mr. Robei t Bland, Darlington." 
—9rd JkUtion. 

<' I wan in gront hop«i that hisjndprnenl 
in Weileslcy v. Duke of lieaufort, 2 Uusacll. 
IT— 4S. would bave been found an exoeiH 
tlon, as I have been told by thc>se who were 
present when it was delivered that it was 
vciy intereatlng to bear ; but to call uooa 
any one to read it would be unkind ta Im 
memory ol I^ord Kldon. 



Digitized by Google 



242 



• LORD £LDON. 



Chap. GGXIIl. 



to methodise and oondense, — aocnrately preserving the sab* 
stance and the spirit of the original, — they would have done 
much more justice to him, and confexied a much greater 
benefit on the public ; but I have been told that he highly 
disapproved of any proposal for reporting him on this plan, 
and that he was be.st pleased when be saw HimaAlf m the 
transcript of a short-hand writer. 

None of his biogra})hers have ventured on giving an entire 
judgment as delivered by him. The following have been pre- 
sented by those most friendly to his memory as &vourable 
passages : After expressing doubts as to the soundness of the 
doctrine that the writer of a letter has a sufficient property in 
it to prevent its publication, he says, " But it is my duty to^ 
submit my judgment to the authority of those who have gone 
before me ; and it 'v\'ill not be easy to remove the weight of 
the decisions of Lord Ilardwicke and Lord Apsley. The 
doctrines of this Court ought to be as well settled, and made 
as uniform, almost, as those of the common law, laying doxcn 
fixed princijdesy but taking care tliat they are to be applied 
according to the circumstances of each case. / cannot agree 
that iht doctrines of this Gcwrt aretohe ahanged uith eoery succeeding 
Judge, Nothing would inflict on me gieator pain, in quitting 
this place, than the recollection that I had done any thing to 
justify the reproach that the equity of this Court varies Ube the 
ChaiiceU(jr\'< foot.'* ** 

Upon the subject of giving relief against bargains made 
with expectant heirs, he observed, " I am aware that, during 
my whole time, considerable doubt has been entertained, 
whether that policy, with regard to expectant heiis, ought to 
have been adopted ; and aluough Lord Thurlow repeatedly 
laid it down, tiiat this Court does shield heirs expectant, tL 
the extent of declaring a bargain oppressive, in their case, 
which would not be ro in other cases, and imposes an obliga- 
tion on the parties dealing with them to show that the bar- 
gain was fair, yet he seldom applied that doctrine without 
complaining that he was deserting tlie principle itself, because 
the parties dealing with the heir expectant insured tlieinselves 
against that practice, and therefore the heir made a wurse 
bargain; but he certainly, like his predecessors, adhered to 
the doctrine, though not very andent. It is not the duty of a 
Judge in Equity to vary rules, or to say that rules are not to 
be oonsidered as fully settled here as in a Court of Law." * 

«SSiraDstaai,4l4 •Ilvlia. 
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Upon tlie question whether a trust should be executed by 
^e Court he said, It stnick me at first as a point of con- 
siderable doubt, whether the Court should execute such a 
trust. If it was unprejudiced by decision, that doubt might he 
maintained by strong argument ; but it is Ux) late now even to sixtte it ; 
for titere is authority binding my judgment entirely upon that,**' 

As to the power of a married woman over estates settled to 
her separate use, he said, If it is asserted, that though Lord 
Thurlow, following his predeoesBorsas &r back as the dootrine 
can be traced, repeatedly decided upon this principle, this 
Court has now a right to refuse to follow it, I am not bold to 
act upon that position." * 

Thus he lectured the Judges of the Court of Session in 
Scotland : — " As to the observation made with respect to the 
case of the feoffees of TIeriot's Hospital, that tlie judgment of 
this House in that case was one to be obeyed, not to be followed, 
1 must take the liberty to say that this would be a course 
which, if pursued, would call for some attention. For, 
although every Court may say, Hiat, if a case varies in &cts 
and circnnistanoes, it is at liberty to proceed upon these dif- 
ferent circumstances, I do not recollect that it ever fell fi om 
a Judge in this country, that he would obey the judgment of 
this House in the particular case, but not follow it in others. 
That is not a doctrine to which we are accust^)mcd." 

Thus he declared himself against allowing even the pro- 
bable intention of a devisor to overrule the general principles 
of legal construction: — "Judging as a private individual, 
there can be no doubt Uiat when he (the testator) executed 
llie will, he meant that instrument and these two letters 
lAiould have their oiTect ; hut, unless the rule of law allows 
me, I cannot establish the letters." * 

In reference to a question upon conditional legacies, he 
said, *' After the doctrine has been so long settled (though, 
■with T.ord Kenyon, I think the distinction such as the mind 
caouwT well fasten upon), it is better the law should be cer- 
tain, than that eveiy J udge should speculate upon improve- 
ments ill it." ^ 

To show that although a dootrine may seem at variance 
with principle, yet, if the decisions upon it were clear, it 
ought not to he shaken, he said: ** If this doctrine has been 
sealed by decision, I shall be no more inclined to disturb it 

1 10 VcMU,M3. S U lb. 831. b eDcnr.UX 

ieV«8ej.56e. kg Ik 487. 

U 2 
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Ihan the decisions upon {he Begistry Aot ; as it is iniioh better 

:o rest upon decision, than to hazard, especially ujion the 
subject of title, inidoing what has been settled, though per- 
haps not to be perfectly reconciled to principle."" 

In the Ciise of the (Jueensberry leases, he said, in advising 
the House of Lords upon the judgment they should give, — 
*' All law ought to stand upon principle ; and unless decisiun haa 
removed out of the way all argument and all principle, so as 
to make it iiUDOflsible to apply them to the case before you, 
you must find out what is Me principle upon whioh it must 
be decided." " 

On the petition of certain elders of Jewish congregations, 
praying a declaration of the admissibility of Jews in common 
wdth Christians to the benefit of the Bedford Charity, " I^ord 
Eldon, in giving judgment against the petitioners, upon the 
constinction of the charter and uf the Acts of Parliament 
bearing upon it, which constnictiun, he said, fonned the 
simple tj[uestion for his determination, observed, that many 
ai|piments had been addressed to him from the Bar on the 
practice and principle of toleration ; but, added he, I appre- 
hend that it is the duty of every Judge, presiding m an 
English Court of Justice, when he is told that there is no 
difference between worshipping the Supremo Being in chapel, 
church, or synagopnie. to recollect that Christianity is part 
of the law of England : that in giving construction to the 
charter and the Acts of Parliament, he is not to proceed on 
that princii)le further iban just constiiiction requires ; Imt, to 
the extent of just construction of that charter and those acts, 
he is not at liberty to forget that Ghristiaxiity is the law of the 
land."' 

But, instead of trying to multiply these ** Elegant Ex- 
tracts," I shall best dischaige my duty by noticing, in general 
terms, the great improvements which Lord Eldon introduced 
by his decisions into our system of Equity, — and for this 
puqiose I avail myself of a panegyric written by a warm 
but discriminating admirer. After enumerating the titles of 
the sixteen collections of his lieporters, he says, *' Such is 
the long list of Lord Eldon's reported judgments, — to be read, 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested by the laborious 
student, before he osn form any adequate conception of his 
merits as a Judge. Nearly fifty closely print^ octavo vo- 
lumes, which, if all his judgments and decrees had beea 

"MYiVlj.m ■t]Ug|i,48C 8aeTwlw,cti.izliL • 2 Swwntan. 127. 
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pre«ei'ved, would be duubled in number; and every indivi- 
dual case so well sifted, every decree so well weighed, that it 
may serve as a valuable precedent! What other Judge has 
left auoh a monument to his memory? '* .... " The reference 
of title to the Master when nothing but title is in dispute, 
is an invention of Lord Eldon's, by which an infinite number 
of suits have been stopped in limine.^ — Prevention of mischief 
by injunction is a head of Equity upon which instancf 
few and far between are to be found before his time. Loru 
Thurlow would hardly grant an injunction where the parties 
had a remedv at law. Before his time, there are not more 
than half a dozen instances of eaxjh species of injunction, and 
in Ibese relief was as often denied as giimted. Kow injunc- 
tion is, it is well known, the right arm of the Court, per- 
vading the workshop of the artisan, the studio of the artist, 
— entering alike the miner's shaft and the merchant's count- 
ing-house. Almost all the principles upon which this relief 
is sranted or refused, the terms and conditions upon which it 
is dissolved, re^'ived, continued, extended, or made ]ierpetual, 
are to be found in Lord Eldon's judgments alone. — The rules 
of ordering money into court, and appointing receivers on 
behalf of all parties, are powerful instruments of justice, of 
wMch Lord Eldoh showed first the perfect use. — ^The inspec- 
tion of the subject-matter in dispute pending litigation is 
another of the powers to which Courts of Equity have become 
entitled through his means.*' These and many other topics 
will show, that the Court of Chancery under Lord Eldon's 
superintendence was not a clog and a burden upon the rank, 
wealth, and industr\' of the countrv." ' 

I must further observe, that he distinctly defined the boun- 
daries of legal and equitable jurisdiction, and, while he fully 
upheld the maxim that agreements must receive in Equity 
precisely the same constraction as in a Court of Common 
Law, he adhered to the great doctrine that the equitable cir- 
cumstances by whicb it might be fitting to regulate the per- 
formance of agreements so construed were matters for the 
consideration only of Courts of Equity.' — ITe establislied a 
practice having a strong tendency to check vexatious actions 
for defamation, although it may produce hardship in parti- 

P FuUaper v. Clarke, 18 Vfli^t 482; tide is di?<lalmrd by the editor as being 

Brooke w. Clarke, 1 Sw. 551. from the pen of I»r(i Brougham. 

See Kynaston «. Eait India Oompei^, * Wykliam v. W'ykham. 18 Tea* 4U; 

3 Swan. 24 8 ; 3 HHgb, 1 5X Ckurlce o. t^Arker. 18 Veg. 21. 

? Law Keview. No. iV. p. 282. TbiB ar- 
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cnlar cases, — by granting a commission to examine witnesses 
abroad, for the purpose of proving a plea jnstifvlnjr the truth 
of an alleged libel, with an injunction till the return of the 
commission.' -Ho nded no fewer than sixty-six points on 
specific pcii'ormance, by which he threw much new light on 
tliat perplexing subject." — ^He admirably iilnstrated the piin- 
liples whicb detenuine the rights of saocessiye mortgagees, 
as affected by the delivery or non-deliTery of title-de^ ; ' — 
and he much simplified the doctrine of marshalling of 
assets," which will, nevertheless, be difBcult in the- appli- 
cation, as long as there is a difference between specialty and 
simple- contract debts, and between charges on the heir and 
the executor,'' — With respect to the advancement of illegiti- 
mate children by the putative father, — depending upon whe- 
ther he is to be considered in loco parentis, — he laid down a 
rule which has since been faand most useful, and has been 
implicitly followed.' — ^He adhered i», and strengthened, the 
salutary doctrine that deeds obtained by the tmdne exercise 
of spiritual ascendency will be set aside as frandQlent.*^ — His 
decision that the Chancellor has authority to take a child 
from the custody of an immoral parent, to be placed under a 
guardian appointed by the ( ourt, was violently attacked, 
and certainly would be mischievous if acted upon, unless in 
very lare and extraordinary cases ; but, upon appeal, it was 
affirmed by the unanimous judgment of the House of Lords.'* 
— I will only mention one more of ihe doctrines he esta- 
blished, which was, perhaps, the most useful of cdl, that the 
nrooedure of the Court of Chancery must accommodate itself to 
the growing necessities of society, — upon which he relaxed 
the strict rule, that all individuals interested must be made 
parties ; and, in spite of his horror of joint^took companies. 



t Macaulay v. Shackell, 1 Bligh, new se- 
ries, 96. TTiis case was aflarau'd on appeal 
in the ITouse of Lords, when the Chancellor 
«aid he had received on anonymous letter, 
ttsariiig him that " all the men of oniinence 
at the Bar thought this de<^sion wrong, and 
that it is prtiduced by the alfiBCtkm wMdi 
the Chancellor is gnpposed to have had for 
soKie Mr. Shackell [printer of 'John Ball'], 
or some such gentleman,** adding.— ** If I 
had complained of that as a libel in a civil 
•otlon, I staoQld certainly have said that the 
writer wts fwj well entitled to file a Mil 
discovery, and to have had a commission 
to eiMmlne his witnesses abroad i for i do 



not believe he would have found one in 
the country in which I hav. • . honour to 
administer justice, knowin^r what had been 
my practice, who would have confirmed by 
his testimony a slander so base as that Uk'* 

^ See Index to Vesey, enUtled vol. xz. 
p. 180. 

* Evans V. Bicknell, 6 Ves. 1T4. 

J Aldridge «. Ouoper, 8 Yes. 382 ; Bootte 
V. Blandell. 19 Ves. 494. l Mer. 193. 

* Pye exparte, 28 Ves. 149. 

* 14 Ves. 293 ; Hugenen v, Besseley. Tbia 
Is the case In wbfdi Sir 8i BamiUj nuide 
his best speech. 

b 2KQSflelL 1. 
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he allowed a hiD to be filed by Beveral pexBons od behalf of 
iliemaelTeB and all oQierB the pxoprietorB of an nninooiporated 

institution.* 

Although much more in the habit of doubting than over- 
tiiiTiing judgments brong;ht before him on appeal, he did not 
shrink from his duty when he was clearly convinced that 
they were wrong. Thus, upon the abstruse question, whether 
a poimr could consist with the Jee^ Sir W illiam Grant having 
rejected the seeming absurdity of giving a special power 
where there was already an amolnte dominion. Lord Eldon, 
more deeply Teraed in the laws of real property, held that 
the two thinga might be nnited in the same individual ; and 
hia deoision was approved of by the profession.*^ So, the 
same respected Judge having held that a charitable trust 
was too vague for the Court to execute, Lord Eldon ruled 
that it came within the class of privileged legacies, saying : 
" To give effect to a bequest in favour of a charity, the 
Court will supply the place of an executor, and cany into 
effect that which in the case of individuals must have failed 
altogether. This distinction has nrooeeded partly, perhaps, 
on the prinoiplee in the Roman taw which we do not at 
this time perfectly comprehend,* — and partly, no donbt, 

^ 16 Ves. 321. Tins case is highly praised trust for " objects of benevolenoe and Ubeiap 

by Lord Cotteuham. 1 Mylne & Craig, 636. lity," withmit gpecifying iStma, 

Mills V. Farmer, 1 Merivale, 55, reepect- 

A diHtinguished Equity counsel, very fa- Ing the effect of a bequest for • cAoriitaMt 

millarly acquainted with all Lord Eldon's jwrpose, without specifying It t and 

decisions, and fully competent to appreciate Exparte. Jtau scm, Jacob, 274, in which 

their merits, has been good enough to point ba held thai, "where part of the aocoout 

out to me the following, which are conil- Iwtwwn two nwrcantUe homei whidi 1»- 

by him as the best calculated to show come bankrupt consists of bills that may 



Ibe noble Judge's extraordinary powers be proved against both estates, there can 

Crowley's case, 2 Swanston, 1. respecting be no proof ftt Tpgpect of fhoee Wlte m be- 

the tasulnK of a writ of habeas corpus by the tween tho two houses, unless there is a 

Chancellor in vacation, and commitmenti tj surplus afler satisfying the holders of the 

Commissioners of Bankrupts. WIta.** 

V. Pritchard, 2 Swanston, 402, re- This indication may be useful to the stu- 



specting the right <^ a penoD who addreises deoL I had intended, at all risks, to enter 
letters to another to ehtaln an ti\)iiiictlaii aradi more elaborately Into the ceoddera- 



; thi pobUcation of them. tlon of Lord Eldon's decisions, but want of 

'Gibson V. Jeyet, 6 Vesey, a««» respecting fpace entirely debars me firom the attempt, 

dealings of purchase and sale between a «>• baviiig ata«a4F vmM nj origlbial Uoilti 

Ucitor and hU client. by several voUmiea. 

Aldrech v. Cooper, 8 Veeey, 381, respect- 10 Yea. SM. 

ing the right of simple^ontraci endtton • If he had e ondeecceded to kok totoHie 



to come upon the teal eitale in tiM maidnlp writers on the civii law, be would hava 
Hog of assets. foimd these priudples fully ex|>lained and 



Jforict V. Bitkop qf Durham, 10 Veaey, deftnded. See Stcay an Bqinllj Jiaii|if«* 
•19, mipeetfiv tlw «M «f n beqpMtt In denoab^lLr 
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on Ihe religions notions which formerly obtained in this 
conntry, according to which it fell to the ordinary's provinoe 
to distribute in case of intestacy."' — In the famons case 
of (Jiolmondelv/ v, Clinton^ he was unwilling to take upon 
himself the reversal of Sir William Grant's decree ; but, 
when it had been reversed on a rehearing befure Sir Thomas 
Plumer, he heartily concurred in the salutary doctrine, that 
adverse possession for twenty years is a bar to eq^ui table 
relief as well as to an ejectment," — on which rests the recent 
statate of limitations.' — Sir William Qrant had held, that no 
appointment imder a power to divide settled property among 
children could be set aside as illusory, — ^thns reasoning very 
powerfully : " To say that an illusory share must not be given, 
or that a substantial share must be given, is rather to laise 
a question than establish a rule. AVhat is an illusory share, 
and what is a substantial share ? Is it to be judged of upon 
a mere statement of the sum given, without reference to the 
amount of the fortune, which is the subject of the power ? If 
so, what is the sum that mnst he giyen to exclude the inter- 
ference of the Oonrt ? What is Ihe limit of amonnt at which 
it ceases to be illusory and begins to be snhstantial ? If it is 
to be considered with reference to the amount of the fortune, 
what is the proportion, either of the whole or of the share, 
that would belong to each upon an equal division ? In 
teiTus, the power, though limited as to objects, is discretionary 
as to shares. A Court of Law says, no object can be ex- 
cluded ; but there it stops. Every instrument must receive 
the same construction from every Court. Whatever must 
be its tme meaning, mnst he its meaaine everywhere. A 
Oonrt of Equity may supply defects in we execution of a 
power; hnt I cannot understand how the question, whether 
a power is well or ill executed, can receive a different deter- 
mination in different Courts." Lord Eldon, however, said: 
*' If a series of uniform authorities, through a course of cen- 
turies, prove that this (Jourt has undertaken the difficult ta.sk 
of judging whether the execution of a power was reasonable 
or not, — using expressions more or less vague and loose, as, 
' that the share must be reasonable, fair, a substantial share, 
a provision, — that the power is to he exercised consistently 
with justioe,' — expressions that must distress the mind of any 
Judge required to act upon them, — ^I diould pause in giving 
jud^ent^ if bound to decide upon those authorities, with 

'1 Merlvftte, U. f S Meilvato. 171 { 8 Jm.* Walk. 1, ItO. 
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veferenoe to the principle stated in tlie cases now before me, 
• wLioh, in effect (and it -would be better to do it in woids^, 
destroys all the authorities, as uo two cases will probably 
ever be the same. If the Court has this aiithorily to con- 
sider whether the execution of such a trust, or a power 
coupled with a trust, is reasonable, it seems to me better 
to deny the doctrine at once than to lay do\vn a rule that 
will destroy it in eti'ect, — looking only to sums and figures, 
and considering in each case whether the motives and circum- 
stanoes by which the judgment among the different objects 
was regulated were the same." ^ — ^The Legislature hss adopted 
the reasoning of Sir William Grant ; and, by an Act which 
I had the honour to introduce in the House of Commons, it 
is declared that no appointment shall be set aside in equity on 
the gi'ound of its beinjz; illiisoiv/.' 

Once, at least, Lord Eldon changed his opinion. — in Exparte 
NotU,^ the question being, whether where several finns ai*e 
engaged in a joint adventure the creditors of the adventure, 
in the event of bankruptcy and there being no joint property, 
may prove against the estates of the firms, or aie oimfined to 
the* estates of the indiyiduals? Lord Eldon being much 
pressed with his own decision in Exparte Wylie, in which he 
had held, under similar circumstances, that the estates of the 
individuals only were liable, he said, " I feel bound to add, 
with respect to the case of Exparte Wylie, which has been 
so repeatedly appealed to during the argument, that as the 
first duty of a Judge is to endeavour, in the case before him, 
to decide rightly, and that his next is, if in any future case 
of the like kind he ha^ reason to apprehend that his judgment 
was not upon such sound prindples as it appeared to he 
when he pronounced it, that ne should not hesitate to rectify 
his error; — looking at both these obligations, I feel myself 
bound to state that I must, when I decided that case, have 
seen it in a point of view in which, after most laborious con- 
sideration, I cannot see it now." Accordinoly the proof was 
ordered against the estates of the several hrms engaged in 
the joint adventure." 

\\ hen legal questions arose before Lord Ehlon, he would 
send the case for the opinion of a Court of Law. He used to 

b Batcher v. fiatcber, 9 Vea. 393} Dox v. and pertaapi more grace fully .—merely say* 

WUIbraid, IS T« la fog, •* Upon tiito case being re^acsiNfl vet 

t 1 W. 4, & Mb k 1* re-consiflf r(»d, I am tlioroughly convinced 

k 9 G^TBii & JuMMii, 307. that my former decree was wrong." Walm«- 
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say tiiat he bad **a]l posMe respect" fbr the Common 
Law Judges, which ought to have been high, for most d 

them were of his own nominatioiL But he treated them 
rather like school-boys, always pleased when he could tell a 
good story against them, lie took particular delight in 
relating how, to a.sceiiain what estate passed to trustees 
under a settlement, he sent a ca«e to the Court of King's 
Bench, who told him they took an estate in fee ; and how he 
then sent the same case to the Court of Common Pleas, who 
certified that the trustees took no estate at alL **Kow, I 
was impertinent enougli to think," he nsed to proceed, that 
they were both wrong; I held that the trustees took a 
chattel interest ; and, what is more, my decision satisfied all 
parties." " 

He often said, that although when sitting in the Court 
of Ch;iricery he felt himself bound by foraier decisions, it 
would be otherwise if an appeal were brought in the House of 
Lords, — and he would offer facilities for obtaining a hearing 
there, — but he was still found to adhere to the opinion he had 
originally expressed. I am aware only of two oases in which 
his judgment was reyersed, and in each of these it was on the 
motion of Lord Eedesdale. Neither of them involved any 
point of general interest. The first was Stuart v. Marquis of 
BtUe^ on the construction of a will. The testator had de 
vised and bequeathed " all and every the waggon -ways, rails, 
staiths, and all implements, utensils, and things used and 
employed," with certain collieries, to trustees, on certain 
trusts ; and the question was, whether, under the word 
** things," coals actually raised, debts due to the concern, and 
money of the oonoem in the hands of a banker, passed?— 
Lord Longhborot^h, shortly before his resignation, having 
held tiiiat they md, there was a re-hearing before Lord 
Eldon, who, after expressing much doubt, said, *' Upon the 
whole, it is better for me to affirm the decree ; not as being 
satisfied with the principle of it, but as I cannot make a decree 
with which I could bo better satisfied."* 

An appeal bein*^ brought to the House of Lords, Lord 
Juno 28, Kedesdale said, that although horses, hay, and com 
used in the collieries would pass, the meaning of the 
word ** things " must be restrained to " things ejusdem gaum ; ** 
and therefore that the oosls, debts, and money in dispute must 

° 1 SwansU 32 ; 1 Wils. Ch. Cos. 45 ; 18 Ves. 496 ; 1 N. R. 116 ; 7 East. 97 ; Dow. 102. 
W\ U EMt, 4M; 8 Ttant 31«, 10 Vca. " Fab 18M. 11 yct.6at. 
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go to the ezeontor. Lord Eldon : I think myself highly fortn 
nate in having the assistanGe of my nohle and learned friend, 
in whose view of the qneetion I oompletelj ooncur." ' So the 
decree was TBTerfied. 

The other cas'e was Jachon v. Ltmes, turning on conBldraa- 
tions still more technical, and decided by Lord Kldon 
on a supposed recollection of an unreported dictum 
of Lord ITiurlow, which (according to the precedent of 
Anthony and Caesar's will) he was in the habit of resorting to 
when at a loss for an anthori^.^ Bnt after the hearing at the 
bar of the House of Lords, Lord Bedesdale having ^^^^ 
expressed a olear opinion that the decree wa.s wrong. 
Lord Eldon said : " I conceive it to have been the opinion of 
Lord Thurlow that, in order to dispose of the equity of re- 
demption of the wife in an estate, it was absolutely necesF;ary 
there should be in the recitals of the instrument some expres- 
sion that the parties meant it so : that it was not enough to 
collect the intention from the limitations ; but that there must 
be something more upon the fiftce of the deed, to lead the wife 
to nnderstand what those liniltatioiui vrare. It does, however, 
occur to me, on looking into the cases which have been 
referred to, that saoh a proposition cannot be supported, 
and therefore I am of opinion that the decree must be 
reversed." 

The non-reversal of decrees (as I have often had occasion 
to observe) is but a poor proof of the merits of a Chancellor. 
Lord Eldon's judicial fame rests on the surer basis of the 
universal respect of the profession. Amid the war of jarring 
factions, while he was still on the woolsack, he was considered 
an oraole of law, both by foes and friends ; sinoe then his 
authority has in no degree declined ; and there is no rashness 
in prophesying, that, for ages to come, his opinion, where it 
can be discovered, will rule the cases to which it is ap- 
plicable. 

To prove, however, that I do not reverence him like the 
blind worshipper of an idol, I will mention two or three 
of his decisions which were not quite satisfactory to "West- 
minster Hall, and which possibly may hereafter be over- 
turned/ 

He had such a horror of *' forestalling and regrating," by 



P 1 Dow, 13. 1 16 Ves. 36& 
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which he had heard his grandmother at Newcastle, and after 
wards his tutor at Oxford say, the price of provisions in 
cniclly enhanced to the poor," that all agreements savouring 
even of forestalling or regrating he held to be iiimioial, con- 
trary to public policy, illegal, and void. Thns, an association 
of wholesale grocers, instituted under the title of the ''Fmit 
Club," for the purpose of making purchases of imported fruits, 
and sup])lyiDg the general trade, having brought an action 
against a person to whom they had sold a caigo, for the 
price of it, the purchaser, contending that the}^ had not 
dnl^ performed their part of the contract, filed a bill praying 
a discovery and an injunction. On a demurrer to the bill. 
Lord Eldon said, " This is not, according to the legal defini- 
tion of the term, forestalling^ much less regrating, still less 
monopoUsing ; but in the consideration of a Court of Equity 
it contains the mischief of all the three. First, there is a 
conspiracy against the vendors ; next a conspiracy against the 
world at largo, enabling those persons to buy at any price 
they may think proper ; and then it is true they can if they 
please sell at a lo^ver price than a fair competition in the 
market would produce ; but it must also be recollected that 
they can sell on their own terms ; and the manner in which 
that discretion would be exercised is obvious. Then, as be- 
tween these parties, tlio coinplaint is, that it is immoral in the 
vendors not to let the purchiiser have his bargain. "What is 
that but an agreement that they shall be partners in a trans- 
action in which they know they are acting illegally ? " So 
the demurrer was allowed ; — and on the same principle, the 
action at law could not be maintained, aliliough the purchaser 
might have re-sold, and received payment for the whole of the 
fruit he had bargained for ; — because the partnership ho dealt 
with was called the '* Fruit Club," instead of ** Smith, Tom- 
kins, and Co."" 

I must likewise doubt some of his decisions respecting 
Grammar Schools,*' which have had the effect of preventing 
these institutions in country towns from being adapted to the 
wants of society, and have rendered their Sinds of no use 
whatever, except to pamper a sin Kjuxist pedagogue.* Collect- 
ing from his fnend Dr. Johnson's definition, that a ** Gram- 
mar School, n. «. is a school in which the learned languages 
(exclusively) are grammatically taught," he decided t^t the 

• Oovweng v. Smith, is Ve* 643. Mangfiald, th« EOgbgite School cam, 3 Rtw 
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iBstxaotion to he givmi in those institatioiis must in eTery 
instance be strictly limited to Greek and Latin. He had im- 
bibed a strange notion that they all had their origin in the 
"Qefonnation, and were distributed by King Edward YL 
over the country, as instruments eminently calculated to 
promote the new opinions. Xow, grammar schools had 
nothing to do with the Keformation; and many of them were 
establiished in Catholic times, — every cathedral church or 
other ecclesiastical establishment of any importance having 
annexed to it a grammar school to teaoh the uaty their ABC, 
and to qualify the clergy to go through their Latin Breviary. 
The Newcastle Grammar School may haTe been founded in 
the reign of Edward VL, but the Chancellor might have 
recollected the charge brought hy Jack Cade in the reign of 
Henrys VI. against the Lord Say, *' Thou hast most trai- 
torously corrupted the youth of the realm in erecting a 
Grammar S<:hool: it will be proved to thy face that thou 
hast men about thee that usually talk of a jioun and a verb, 
and snoh abominable words as no Christian ear can endure to 
hear: moreover, thou hast pnt them in prison; and becme 
they could not read thou hast hanged theuL" * 

Lord Eldon fell into a more serious error from the excess 
of orthodox zeal, in declaring that since the repeal of the 
statute of 9 and 10 William III., imposing penalties upon 
persons who deny the doctrine of the Trinity, Unitarians 
may be punished for blasphemy at common law, and are not 
to be treated as ( 'liristians.* The doctrine he lays down 
would equally exclude from the pale of Christianity, Milton 
and Sir Isaac Newton, and all who have the mibfortone to 
entertain any opinion in any respect at variance with Ihe true 
notion respecting the Trinity, although their belief may be 
unexceptionable in every other article of Christian faith/ 
But this was contradicted by all the Judges in the House of 
Lords in Lady Ilewley's ca.se, for they held, that since 
the repeal of 9 and 10 William III., Unitarians, for civil 
purposes, are not to be distinguished from any other sect 
of Dissenters — was condemned by the Right Eevcrend Pre- 
lates who supported the *' Dissenters* Marriage Bill," — and 

*> This does not axgao much letrning 363, 409. 

bejond the "neck-verM" to be entitled to f Althoagh Milton and Newton were not 

• benefit of clergy," — or more than substi tut- UniLarians, they were Arions; and Lord 
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WB8 Tensiinoed by Queen, Lords, and Commons^ in the yew 
1845, when, under the advice of Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst 
and Sir Kobert Peel, they passed the " DissenterB* Chapel 
Bill," which allowed Unitarian congregatioiUB to retain pos- 
session of Trinitarian endownients. 

But the decisions of Lord Lidon which 1 most object to, 
are those by which ho erected hiiuwelf into a Censor of the 
Press, and gave himself the power to protect or to extinguish 
all litetary property at hia pleasure. From the time when 
copyright iros vested in authors by the statute of Queeu 
Anne,' till Lord Eldon received the Great Seal, Equity 
Judges had guarded it from piracy by injunction; and with* 
out this remedy the ri<j;ht would bo a mockery, as actions at 
law to recover damages from hawkers and pedlars, who may 
sell pirated editions of any work, in city or country, would 
only add to the author's loss. The authorship and the piracy 
being established, the injunction had always gone as a matter 
of course, without any question being made respecting the 
nature of the publication; for under Lord Oowper, Lord 
Macclesfield, Lord King, Lord Hardwioke, Lord Camden, 
Lord niurlow, and Lord Loughborough, it never had been 
imagined that the defendant could be permitted to allege, as 
a justification of his piracy, that he had been committing 
a crime hy publishing something for which he was liable to 
be punished, as injurious to private character, or dangerous to 
reliction, morality, or the good government of the state. Ac- 
cordnigly injunctions iiad been granted tigainst the ])iracv of 
the " Dunciad," of "Swift's Miscellanies," of the "Beggar's 
. Opera/* of the " Life of George Anne Bellamy," and of other 
works containing passages which if strictly examined might 
be considered very censurable — no one suggesting that these 
should be culled as a repast for the Lord Chancellor, or tiiat 
he should be required to waste his valuable time in trying to 
find them out, — and all who thought upon the subject being 
convinced, that if the work pirated were in any degree excep- 
tionable, a benefit was conferred upon the community by 
resti'aining the circulation of it, instead of proclaiming to all 
the world that it might be pubHshed with impunity, in any 
form, and at any price. 

But within a year after Lord Eldon's appointment as Ohan- 
oellor. Dr. Wolcoit. better known as Peter Pindar, having 
a dispute with his booksellers respecting the construction <n 

•8Aiin«,«.l». 
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fUi agreement for publishing two editions of his works, and 
these editions being published,— as he contended, contrary to 
the agreement, — filed a bill, and prayed an injunction — which 
was granted in the first instance, till answer. The defendants 
by their answer admitted that they had published in one of 
these editions some of the plaintiflTs works contrary to the 
agreeimnt, and as to that edition therefore they snhinitt>'d. 
With respect to the other edition they insisted that they were 
justified by the agreement — The pleading at the Bar being 
finished, the oondnot of the Lord ChanceUor appears to me, 
I confess, to be most extraordinary and tmacconntable. No 
charge is made by answer or affidavit, or vivA voce statement, 
that the work in question contained any thing exceptionable, 
and the Judge had no judicial knowledge of its contents, nor 
was he (as far as 1 can discover) judicially called upon to form 
any opinion upon its meiits, for it was at any rate to ho ]ire- 
sumed to be innocent. But he, privately knowing iluit 
Timothy Woloott wais Teter Pindai*, and that Peter Pindar had 
written sOme ribald verses respecting his royal master," — 
upon the authority of a nisi prius dictum of Lord Chief Justice 
Eyre at the trial of Dr. Priestley against the Hundred for tiie 
value of his furniture and books burnt in the Birmingham 
riots, — " that if any of the books were seditious, the plau^tiff 
was not entitled to recover f<>r them," — of his own mere 
motion refused to decree an injunction or an account of profits, 
even with respect to that edition as to which there was a 
submission in the answer, saying, — " It is the duty of the 
Court to know whether an action at law would lie ; for if not, 
the Court ought not to give an account of unhallowed profits 
of libellous publications. At present, I am in total ignorance 
of Ihe nature of this work, and whether the plahitiff can have 
a property in it or not." After showing how with respect to 
the disputed edition there must be an action, he continued ; — 
" But even as to the other edition, before I uphold any in- 
junction, I will see these ]^ublications and determine upon 
the nature of them ; whether there is question enough to 
send to law as to the proi)crty in those copies ; for if not, I 
will not act upon the submission in the answer. If upon 
inspection the work appears innocent, I will act upon that 
submission ; if criminal, I will not act at all ; and if doubtful, 
I will send that question to law." As to the disputed edition, 
the injunction was very properly dissolved,— but as to the 
other edition, contrary in my opinion to all propriety, an 
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order was made to diBSolve fihe injimotion, unless in a week 
the books should be brought iuto court for the perusal of Ibe 
Lord Ghanoellor * 

Such is the foundation of the Eldonian doctrihe, that the 
Judge before gpanting an injunotion against literary piracy is 
himself ex mero motn to read through the whole of the work, 
that he may see whether it contains any thing which in his 
opinion may possibly be construed into a libel — a doctrine 
which must apply equally to an Encyclopaedia of fifty folios 
as to a collection of fugitive poems in one duodecimo, I 
know not whether there may be a reference to the Master to 
report on the character of we work, but one Master may be 
wholly insufficient for the undertakhig ; and at any rate in 
analc^ to the proceeding upon a question of title he must 
be allowed to avail himself of the opinions of divines, philo- 
sophers, and politicians, and exceptions may be taken to his 
Eeport to be argued before the Court. More ast()unding it 
is that in this case the Lord (Chancellor, professiTifi; " total 
ignorance of the nature of the work," should, without any 
impeachment of it, have imposed upon himself the necessity 
of reading the whole of it before granting the injunction. 
The bill and answer diowed it to have been printed and 
pul^lished at least six years — during the greater part of 
which he had himself filled the office of Attorney-General, 
so that if it was libellous it would have been his duty to pro- 
secute it. For my own part T cannot help suspecting that he 
was well acquainted witli its contents, — that, notwithstanding 
liis pro])eTisitv to prosecute libels, he had been afraid to bring 
tliQ author before a jury, and that he now thought it a more 
convenient course to unite in his own person the functions of 
prosecutor and of judge. 

In the next case which occurred the Lord Chancellor was 
A D 1817 ^''^^^ awkward necessity of volunteering 

* to read the work. Southey, the poet, in early youth, 
had written a dramatic poem, entitled " Wat Tyler," which he 
had pUiced in the hands of TJidgway, a bookseller, with the 
view of publishing it, but it had not been published, and the 
MS. remained manv years in Iiidirway's hands, Bv some 
means not explained, Sherwood, another bookseller, having got 
possession of it, printed it, and advertised it for sale. The 
illustrious author thereupon filed a bill, and moved for an in- 
junotion~<m the acknowledged principle that " independent 

• Woleott «. Walker, 1 Veaey, 1. 
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of the statute, an author has a property in an unpublished 
work, which is to be protected by injunction."^ The de- 
fendant's counsel, not denying the authorship or the piracy, 

resistx^d the application on the lib^us tendnncy of the work, 
and referred to Wdcott V. Hotter, as an authority in his favour. 
The Lord Chancellor, after saying that ho had read the 
affidavits and the book entitled " VVat Tyler," and that he 
remained of the same opinion respecting tlio law as when he 
decided the case referred to, thus proceeded: — "It is very 
true that iu some cases it may operate so as to multiply 
copies of misohieYOUS publications by the refusal of the 
Court to inteifere ; but to this my answer is, tbat sitting here 
as a judge upon a mere question of property,' I have nothing 
to do with the nature of the property or vrith the conduct of 
the parties except as it relates to their civil interests ; and if 
the publication be mischievous, it is not my business to 
protect it eitlior for the sake of the author or the bookseller." 
So the injunction was refused, and hundreds of thousands of 
copies of VVat Tyler, at the price of one penny, were circu- 
lated over the kingdom.*' 

Of ilie next case, which ought to have been yery interesting, 
we have only the following meagre note : — ♦* In 
Murray v. Benbow, Mr. Shadwell, on the part of the ^ * 
plaintiff, moved for an injunction to restrain the defendant 
from publishing a pirated edition of Lord Byron's poem of 
Caix. The Lord Chancellor, after reading the work, refused 
the motion."^ In this " Mystery," which, Lord Jeftrey says, 
** abounds in beautiful passages, and shows more power than any 
of the author's dramatic compositions," there are sentiments 
very much to be condemned ; but so there are in the speeches 
of Faradisb Lost, and it must have been a strange oociupation 
for a judge who for many years had meddled with notiiing 
more imaginative than an Act of Parliament, to determine in 
what sense the speculations of Adam, Eve, Cain, and Lucifer 
are to be understood, and whether the tendency of the whole 
poem be favourable or injurious to religion." 

b Macklin v. Richardson, Arab. 694. with feelings of grwit obligation, the flatter. 

" Southcy t>. Sherwood, 2 Morivata^ 43S. ing proposal of Lord Byron lo prefix my 

d Jacob's Reports, p. 274, n. name to the Teiy grand and tmn^uloua 

• The poem waa dedicated to Sir Walter drsnuiof CAnr. 1 may be partial to it, and 

Boott, who, ever an observer of decency, y^'u will allow 1 have caiisp ; but I do not 

and a friend to religion and morality, tboa know that hia mnae haa ever taken ao lefty 
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Soon after came a case "which showed in a still more 
striking point of view the alaiming nature of the ne\y 
censorship which tho Chancellor had conferred upon him- 
self. Mr. Lawrence, a most eminent surgeon, although (he- 
will allow me to say) not a profound metaphysician, had de- 
livered at the College of Surgeons Lectures on Physiology, 
Zoology, and the Natural History of Man," in which he had 
powerfhlly combated the theory of one species of animals pro- 
gressing into another, and proved that the different races of 
man, instead of being monkeys, were varieties of the same 
species, all deiivcd from the same stock ; but in his specu- 
lations on mind ho had fallen into some mistakes which may 
be easily refuted. Having finished his course of lectures 
without censure, he published them, and a bookseller printing 
a pirated edition^ he filed a bill and obtained an injunction 
ex parte. Hie defendant moved to dissolve the injunction, and 
his oonnsel relied entirely on certain passages in the work, 
which they said impugned the doctrine of the immaterialily 
of the soul. The plaintiff's connsel, on the other hand, denied 
that tho tendency of the work was such as had been repre- 
sented, endeavouring to explain tho passages objected to, and 
to show that thev did nut bear llic inter})retation imputed to 
them. The Lord ( hanceilur, after truly observing that he had 
nothing to do with those lectures being delivered at the 
College of Surgeons, that his jurisdiction was fouudtd upon 
the consideration that an action at law is no adequate r^edy 
ibr an invasion of literary property, and that he coidd only 
give relief where the law would give damages, thus continued : 
I take it for granted that when the motion for the injunction 
was made, it was opened as quite of course ; nothing probably 
was said as to the general nature of the work or of any pail 
of it, for we must look not only at the general tenor, but at the 
different pai ts ; and tho question is to be decided not only by 
seeing what is said of matenaiisi/i, of the immortality of the sou/, 
and of the Scriptures^ but by looking at the different pai-ts, and 
inquiring whether there be any which deny or which appeab 
TO DENT &e truth of Scripture, or tcAtcft raise a fair question for a 
court of law to detennine whether they do or do not deny it. . . . The 
questicm is, whether it is so clear that the plaintiff has this 
oivil right, that on that ground he is to have relief? on 

gruund. llie fiend -like reawnlng bold pectfd, — Um commladoo of thefirofenniider, 
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reading the plaintiff's work, I thonglit it dear that he had 
that right, I should feel it neoesfiary^ to state the gioundb 
of my opinion, for after the argument at the Bar 1 should 

be unwilling to part with the subject without telling you ihe 
view I take of it. But if 1 feel a rational doubi' ichet/ur a,i 
action icoidd lie^ it will not be necessary to go into the grounds 
of that doubt : it might perhaps prejudice the trial if I did. 
Looking at the general tenor of the work and at many par- 
ticular parts o£ it, — ^reoolleoting that tiie immortalily of the 
soul is one of the dootrines of the Scriptures, — considering 
that the law does not give protection to those who contradict 
the Sciiptures, and entertaining a doubt, I think a rational doubt, 
whether this book does not violate that latOf I cannot continue the 
injunction." ' Injunction dissolved. 

This was the last case of the sort which occurred before 
Lord Eldon, and so be left the doctrine wliieh he had origi- 
nated to be corrected by his successors, or by the House of 
Lords, or by Act of Parliament. M at present advised, I 
must be allowed most reepeotfoUy, but most strenuously, to 
protest against it. 

A decision of Lord Macclesfield, which has recently been 
discovered in the Begistrar's Book, is quito on the other side, 
but I do not rely upon it as an authority, fur the ratio decidendi 
cannot be Kuppoiled. An English translation having been 
published of Buniett^s ARCHyEOLOGiA Sacra, his executor applied 
for an injunction, and the question was debated whether a 
translation is a piracy within the meaning of 8 Anne, c. 19 ? 
Lord Macdesfidd : Though a translation may not be the same 
with re-printing the original, as the translator has bestowed 
his care and pains upon it, and so it may not be within the 
prohibition of the act, yet this being a book which to my 
knowledge (having read it in my study) contains strange 
notions intended by the author to bo concealed from the 
vulgar in the Latin language — in which it could not do much 
^ hurt — the learned being better able to judge of it, 1 think 
proper to grant an injunction against printing and publishing 
It in English. I look upon it that this Court has a superinterulencjf 

/ Jacob's Rrp. 471. The Lord Chaneellor*»i inconsUtent with the immortality of the 

retwooing is a fine example of the Soritea,^ mKA^—ergo, I have a TaUonal doubt wbetbcs 

ths first proposition, (hum wbfch all fhe th^j are not contrary to the Scriptures,— 

others fdllow, t)eing— "I have a rational ergo, I have a rational doubt whether the 

4oabt wbetJier some parts uf Mr. Lawrence's author coald maintain an action for the 

book do not tend to aaterialism,— eryo, I piracy,— ergo, the iigunctfOD must h9 

kave a ratfooal doubt whether tbey are not solved." 

S 2 
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wer aU booka, and may in a summary vxQf restrain the printing or 

pablishing any that contain reflections on religion or morality." 
Injancfion granted.'^ — This reasoning has no countenance, except 
from the dictmn of Lord Ellenboruugh, which caused much 
merriment in Westminster Hall, that *' the Chancellor would, 
on the application of the libellee, grant an injunction against 
the public exhibition of a libelloiis picture,"— nand it is certainly 
erroneous, for the Court of Chancery has no jurisdiction on 
the subject, except for the protection of property. But Lord 
Eldon*s doctrine, although it may not be opposed by any 
well-considered prior decision, is undoubtedly at variance witt 
the practice of the Coui t of Ch incerv for above a century,'' and 
1 think is contrary to the c.stul)lished principles of equity. 
Besides the objection of allowing a man to say that he has 
violat(nl the law. and to allege his own turjiitude. Lord Eldon 
seems to mo to have forgotten that the author is actually in 
possession, and that the pirate is a stranger, and a wrong- 
doer. Under such circumstances, even a doubtful title has 
a right to protection by injunction, and is constantly so 
protected. 

Let us always recollect, that if the injunction is refused, a 
meritorious writer may be ruined by the *' doubt" of a Lord 
Chancellor : and that if the injunction is granted, no injury 
can possibly be done to the defendant or to the public. The 
consideration that, by permitting the piracy of a work which 
is really improper it is rendered much more mischievous to 
society, ought not in strictness to weigh with Equity Judges ; 
but on other occasions they are wonderfully astute and 
ingenious in accommodating their jurisdiction to their own 
notions of the public good. Li how many other instances do 
they say, ** You cannot set up this defence, whether true or 
fiilse, at a moment when the truth of it cannot be ascer- 
tained ; " ** there is a personal exception to your setting up that 
plea." — "You are esto])V)ed by your own conduct from making 
such an alles^ation." — There can be no practical danger of the 
author of any {j;ros.sly immoral or seditious work applying for 

8 Registrar's Book, 1120, A., fu. lioo b. of Literary Property. He did not lilce them ; 

Jac. Rep. 441-48. and taM, *Tbey mak» me think of joat 

h Although Ijord Eldon has no counte- Jadgos not with that respoct whirh I should 

nanoe from any English Jodge^ the Scotch wish u> do.' I'o the aiKuiuent of one of 

Judges seem, at one Um«, to hvn tocUned them, that there can Ve no property te Um> 

to his way of thinkiiiK. "When Dr. John- phemy or nonsoiis^, he answered, * Then yow 

80Q and 1 were left by ourselves," says rotten sheep are mine ! By that rule, when 

Boewell, "1 read to him my notes of the a man's bouse fUto Into decay, he mw* 

opinions of oar Judges upon the qaestiooa lose it.' "—Vmr to the Ht^rida, 39, 



Digitized by Google 



CSAV,CCXUI. HIS CONFLICT WITH THE SCOTCH JUDGES. 



2i>l 



an injuDction, for, — on his own affidavit, he might immediately 
be prosecuted and Bentenoed to an inibmoiis pnmBhment, — 
while the permission to object to the character of the pirated 
work not railj renders all literary property insecure, but holds 
out the strongest temptation to spoliation and fraud. If Lord 
Mdon's authority is so high, that even upon such a subject it 
cannot be judicially overturned, the Legislature must interfere 
and rescue literature from a bondage which is light or heavy, 
according to the fantasy of the Chancellor for the time being, 
and which might become wholly insupportable. 

Want of space prevents me from dwelling at length, as I 
had intended, on Lord £ldon*s able manner of disposing of 
the judicial basiness of the House of Lords, and especially of 
Scotch appeals. Here he appeaiied to much advantage, and 
the Court of dermer ressort has never stood in higher estima- 
tion than during his time. ITe made himself a most profound 
Scotch feudalist, and he really was more familiar Math the 
whole compass of the law of Scotland than any of the 

Fifteen " in the Parliament House. His judgments in 
the Eoxburgh case, and on the Queen sherry leases, which 
it took him several days to deliyer, were wonderful efforts of 
tiie human mind.' He waa ywj hold in reversing— and 
altliong^ there were sometimee loud complaints against him, 
he was always afterwards allowed to have been right. In 
one case (Stetoart t. Agnew) the Court of Session for some 
time refused to execute the reversal, and the remit to them, 
authorising them " to proceed as should be just,"— they said 
** Justice required that they should suspend execution till the 
party whom they thought entitled to succeed should have an 
opportunity of petitioning the House of Lords for a rehearing.** 
A petition was accordingly presented at the commencement 
of the enmiing session, praying that the appeal might he 
reheard, — that the judgment of the House might he recalled, — 
and that the original sentence of the Court of Session might 
bo set up and affirmed. Lord Eldon retained his calmness, 
but, assisted by Lord Bedesdale, gave the Scotch Judges a 

i Ijord Eldon not only took unciimnion in his Jadgment, with the most marveUous 

pains with great canses which flxed the at* precision and aoeim^ be went over maqj 

tention of the whole kitiedum, bnt with tlie items, allowing eome.and disallowing others; 

most nninU'resling. tiresome, irksome, per- whereas other Judges would have baid trulj 

plexed details. 'IlM first «|>pe»l I ever tliat ' they bad discovered no reason to di«. 

pleaflod iK-fo"' htm was regpectlng the Ua- sent. In any respect, from the opinion < f n , 

billty of lauliiolders to a surreyur for ba- Jodgea twluw." Johnston r. Cbeapc. a iJuw 

■bM* done ndar an ladonirft Act; md, ML ittY. 
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▼ery severe oastigatioii, and they never afterwards showed 

any disposition to rebel.* 

His chief fight with them was about entails^ — they loving 
'* a perpetuity," much as that entity is abhorred by the law 
of England. When lie liad cut down an entail for palpable 
defects in tho fettering clauses, they tried virtually to set it 
up again, by holding that the purchase money of the land, 
when sold, must be laid out in purchasing another estate, to 
be settled under the same defective fetters on the same line 
of heirs; but he reversed their interlocutor, showins the 
abenrdil^ of a perpetual series of sales, purchases, and bad 
entails." 

I have heard him cite with great glee a saying of Lord 
Thurlow, that the decrees of the Scotch Judges were least 
to be respected when they were unaninmis, as in that case 
they probably, without thought, had followed the first of their 
ninnber who had expressed an opinion, — whereas, where they 
were divided they might be expected to have paid some 
attention to the subject But I must content myself with 
adding Lord Eldon's own account of his performances in this 
line, as taken from the Anbodotb Book : — 

1 here was no circumstance that gave me greater satisfaction upon 
my quitting office than the strong testimonies I received in letters from 
the President of the Court of Session, and the Lofd Justice Clerk of 
Scotlaiul, tcstifyiivj; the sense entertained in Scotland of my administra- 
tion in tho House of Lords of tiie law of Scotland in the hearing of 
Scotch apixjak, and the application made to me by the Lord President* 
at the ioBtance of those whom he mentioned in one of his letters, 
that I would continne to attend the House of Lords to assist in the 
decision of Scotch causes. Very early in the time of my attendance in 
the House of Lords, as a counsel, I expressed to the then Lord Chan> 
oellor, Lord Thurlow, my anxiety not to appear as oouusel in that 
house in Scotch causes. This he discouraged so strongly, that I was 
obliged to abandon my purpose. To make myself master of such points 
in Scotch law as it was necessary for me to understand in order to be 
able to do my duty at the Bar, was what required so much time and 
labour, and withdrew me so much fh>m practice in the Goarts helow, 
tiutt I was anxiously desirons to avoid being concerned in Scotch 
oaiues. When 1 lx3came Chancellor, tlie duty of deciding such causes 
was most extremely jiainful, and required infinite labour. 1 was, how- 
ever, for some time, assisted by two ex-Chancellors, Lords Thurlow and 



k See a ywf fVdl and InterMting aooowit * Aaoog oise; TOlieoaltiy caae, 8and> 

of this pnjc-'eding in Macqueen's "PnetiM finrd, 110. 
of tbe UoaM of Lurd*;' p. 443. 
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LonghboTough. 1 have the oomfoit of having reason, to believe that 

my administration in this part of my duty was satisfactory ; and whilst 
the number of apj^eals greatly increased, and by some were alluded to 
as proofs of delay in that administration, — by others, and those who 
knew best wbat was the fact, that increase of appeals, I was assured, 
was occanoned by the confidence which the lie^^es of Scotland had in 
the judgment to which they api^ealcd. Some thought, that in decision 
in Scotch causes I was too much influenced by the principles of English 
law. There was no one danger against which 1 guarded myself so 
mxioasly as the danger that I might be so inflaenwd. Whether all 
the pains I took to protect myself and the Scotch suitors against 
this danger were thoroughly cftectnal, T cannot determine ; I believe 
they were. But he must know little of the operations of the human 
mind who can be positively certain tiuit iie can withdraw, in the admi- 
nistratioD of Scotch judicature, wholly and absolutely from that mind 
the influence which may have been created in it b\ the daily and 
hourly contemplation of the rules and principles of English law, 
through a long course of years.*' 

Here I ta^e a final leave of Lord Eldon as a magistrate,—- 
with the painful consciousness that I have conveyed but a 
very imperfect notion to the reader either of his judicial 
merits or defects, — although actuated by a sincere desire to do 
justice to both. 

He himself tells us that on the Bench he had three objects 
in view: — "Looking back," lie said, "to my judicial con- 
duct, I hopo with no undue partiality or self-indulgence, I 
oan never oe deprived of the comfort I receive when I xe- 
ooUect, that in great and important cases I have endeavoured 
to sifib all the principles and rules of law to the bottom, foi 
the purpose of laying down, in each new and important cas« 
as it arises, something, in the first place, which may satisfy 
the parties that I have taken pains to do my duty ; something, 
in the second place, which may infonn those who, as counsel, 
are to take care of the interests of their clients, what the 
rccvsons are upon which I have proceeded, and may enable 
them to examine whether Justice has been done ; and further, 
something which may contribate towards laying down a rule, 
so as to save those who may succeed to me in this great 
sitoation much of that labour which I have had to undergo, 
by reason of cases having been not so deteimined, and by 
reason of a due exposition of the ^ouTids of jnd^ont not 
having been so stated." ■ His first two objects were ellectually 
attained ; but I am much afraid that his successors, who are 

■> AtU>ru«y*Genenl «. Skinners' Compuij, 2 BiuwU* 437. 
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fond of ease, are little beholden to hun, for it has tieen truly 
said, a sense of duty incited him to, and supported him in, 
the continiied toil of a quarter of a century, in erecting and 
forming; a stnictiire which it is the labour of a life to gam an 
adeq\iate comprehension of, — 

I cannot more fairly finish this head than with two ooo- 
flioting statements of his judicial performances — the one by 
a keen satirist, the other by an indilBcriminating admirer. 

*'lt would be difficult, we conceive, to deny that he more 
frequently gives ]»r()nf of cantion than of boldness, of suf'thty 
than of vigour, in his reasonings — that, in the determination 
of particular cases, he seems too often to exercise his inge- 
nuity in 7-aisiiig up doubts aiui dijjicidtieSy rat/ier than in clearing 
them auTa^— and, above all, that he confines himself far too 
rigidly to the decision of the special matters that come before 
wthota aiming eithar at tfte establishiment cf gewnd prineifiea^ 
and the improvement of the science he professes^ or at the correction 
of those vices in the constitution or administration of his Court, of 
wliich he daily hears and sees too much to make it conoeiT* 
able that ho should be ignorant. 

We shall find, in his judgments, a tortuous and mazy 
involution, parenthesis suffocated by paienthesis, a profw^e, 
imkgant^ and cumbrous verbiage which ajlicts the reader with a 
sense of obscurity ^ and a most painful image of labour at once 
interminable and unproduotiYe. Meaning, in itself noTer 
redundant or excessive, straggling in vain through a heavy 
and oppressiye load of qualifications, and limitations, and 
restrictions, creeps into light, at length, in a shape and in 
dimensions little calculated to repay the wearisompness ol 
pursuit, from its first introduction, through its general attenua- 
tion and diminution, to its final extinction. 

** In what i)art of those ample magazines of learning 
(bonded warehouses under double lock), to which allusion 
has before been made, will the painful and fainting student 
find any of his adjudications which unequivocally enlarge, cor- 
rect, or define the rules of Equity in which he has been so long 
engaged? Why, Aw decisions are aUbsdutsly the exclusion of all 
conchision." ^ 

But says Charles Butler,^ — " In profound, extensive, and 
accurate knowledge of the principles of his Court, and the 

* Uew Bevtew, No» IV.pb SM. P Edhibni^gli Review, Oct 1833. 
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inks of practioe vrinoh regulttto its proceedings — ^in^ oomplete 
TeooUectioii and just appreciation of fonner decisions — ^in 
disoeming the inferences to be justly dxawn from them — ^in 

the power of instantaneoiislj applying this immense theore- 
tical and practical knowledge to the husiness immediately 
before the Court — in perceiving, almost "wnth intuitive rea- 
diness on the ftret opening of a case, its real state and the 
ultimate conclusion of Equity upon it, yet investigating it 
with the most conscientious, most minute, and most edifying 
industry, — in all, or in any of these requisites for a due 
discharge of his high office. Lord Eldon, if he has been 
equalled, has assoiedly neyer been sTiqmissed, by any of his 
predecessors."* 

I am sorry to say that as I proceed T am called upon to 
speak of Lord Eldon much less favourably, for although he 
was a great Jadqp he was not a great Man. Deciding justly 
between plaintiffs and defendants, he did nothing; to correct 
abuses or to adapt our judicial system to the altered condition 
of the coimtry. Hence his defendci-s only make him say — 

. . . . " non htec In foedera veni " — 

insisting that, as first Judge of the land, nothing could be 
required of him bej'ond attending to the administration of 
justice in his own Court. But let us hear what is said on 
this subject by the most illustrious of Chancellors :^ — "Pen 
content de cette attention particuliere qui se renferme dans 
le cercle ^troit de la cause des plaideurs, la superiority de son 

'1 BeminiscenGefl, 1823, p. 141. The Btrio- it good to Mcribe to me. I have felt more 

toe* In tiw BdlnlMiri^ Review probably eonsolatlofi tiuoi I em wxpitm, te rMdhqi^ 

never nnu-hcd tlic Cli!inc*'l!or, and If be muv in a part of yonr work, what a conatderable 

them, he was no doubt told, and lie beiieved, person stated in answer to the imputation 



that tbej proeeeded from political ranooor; of being dilatory. This has been often, and 

but Charles ButWs ;> imp^vric hti tig eagerly I admit most fairly, impatedtO me; to all 

laid before him by his secretary, be thus who accuse me of it, I wldi to give, as my 

ttwantlMff}— answer. iSt» paaMge I allnde to. I nrasC 



** Ittti ApfD, ms* •"<^-" T'^' t^'fl scene: whether any memory 

*■ Dear Sir, of me will saryire n^e, I Imow not ; but 1 

**8eetnf your 'Remiiriieeneet' oflbred to hope I ma^ hsve deseepdaats prolteafiiK tha 

the public, I have placed them in my 11- I^w ; and If I have (as they must stndy 

brary. 1 wish I could satisfy myself that the works of Charles Butler, if they mean 

Lend ndiNi WM entitled to all the approh»> to imdeivtoiid their profenloo), tinw de> 

tion which your partiality hnn Wstowed scendants at least will be taught to cnter- 

iq>on him. I have ventured to tbinic that tain, upon very considerable authority, a 



017 lift aiUWttaiemaifcaUe proof «rwlMt fltfoonM* oflnlfln «f «l» diuMtar «f IImIi 

may be doni^ in a f^<^ conn try, hy moderate 



talents and naver-ceasinK industry, but I ''Tours, dear Sir, 

teft nafer prtstuned to Oliik that 1 had '*Eumii.** 
tba ftrndk jm have been plcaaed to ttiink 
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g^nie Ini inspiiera oette attention g^n^rale qui emlnama 
Fofdre entier de la soci^ oivile, et qui est preeque ansai 

itendue que les besoins de rhiimanit<5. Etre encoi*e plus oooiip6 
da droit public que du droit prive; avoir touj nn K les yem 
ouverts sur la condnito des ministres inferieiirs de la justice ; 
venger le client trompe de Tabus qu'on a fait de sa confiance, 
et punir I'avidite du defenseur infidele, dans le temps que 
I'equit^ du magistrat fait eclater le bon droit de la partie ; 
repaudre un esprit de regie et de discipline dans tous lee 
membres du yaste oorps de la magistrature ; arrdter riojtntioe 
dans aa sonroe, et, par quelquos lignes d'an r^lement salii- 
taire, prevenir les proems aveo plus d'avantage pour le public 
et plus de veritable gloire pour le magistrat que s'il les ju- 
geait: — voilk le digne objet de la supreme magistrature ; c'est 
la ce qui couronne le m^rite de son application dans le temps 
qu'elle exerce nes jugements."' 

liOrd Eldon himself really fjeems once to have entertained 
these views ; for, on taiving bis seat in the Court of Chancery, 
he expressed strong indignation at the frauds committed 
under cover of the bankrupt laws, and his doterminatioa to 
repress such practices. Upon this subject his Lordship ob- 
served, "that the abuse of the bankrupt laws is a disgrace to 
the countr)' ; and it would be better at once to repeal all the 
statutes, than to suffer them to be applied to such purposes. 
There is no mercy to the estate. Kothing is less thought of 
than the interest of creditfjrs. Commissions, in the country 
particularly, are merely considered the stock in trade of the 
solicitor. He appoints the commissiouers, and they tax his 
Inll in return, unless the Court hold a strong hand over 
such proceedings, it is itself accessory to as great a nuisance 
as any known in this land.'* Tet it was not till the reign of 
William IV., when the Great Seal had passed into other 
hands, that there was any alteration in the so severely con- 
demned system of Commissioners of Banknipts, either in 
town or country; and for a quarter of a century, under 
Lord Kldon, the Court continued accessory to the nuisance, 
which, according to his own sentence, ought to have been 
abated. • 

So he declared early in his career : It is absolutely ne- 
cessary that it should be perfectly understood, that tiie pro- 

' (EuTres de D Aguesseaa. torn. i. p. 185, Lord Henley) in preparing 6 Greo. 4, c I6k 
9WO, «d. which consolidated the haiSBi^t Matiitc^ 

' Be cMonng^i Mr. Eden (afterwwdt hat 1«fltlMM abam enetty m Aqf wwn 
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peiiy of solioolc, all over the kingdom, is dealt iriih in a 
manner most grossly improTidcnt, amounting to l^e most 
direct breach of trust." Nevertheless, while by narrow-minded 
decisions he prevented any improvement being introduced 
judicially into these institutions, ho not only abstained from 
seeking to reform them by legislation, but sneered at an act 
passed by Sir Samuel Eomilly for the better administi^ation 
of all charities. 

In no other depeiftment was he more aotiTe as a ]aw re> 
former. He did not think, like one of his successors,* that the 

Chancellor alone was able, with proper vigour, to do all the 
business of the Court, but often truly declared that its judicial 
strength was wholly insufficient. Yet he took no adequate 
measures to remedy the deficiency. Although aware of all 
the facts proved before the Commission appointed in 1824, 
which showed that all tlie procedure in a cause— from the 
filing of the bill to the execution of tjie decree — was calculated 
to occasion delay and expense, — ^he never even attempted to 
supply a remedy, either uy his own authority or by Aet of 
Parliament It is a curious fiict that, having held tiie Great 
Seal longer than any Chancellor since the foundation of the 
monarchy, he left the Court exactly as he found it, and that 
the " New Orders," framed on the suggestion of the Chan- 
cery Commissioners, w^ere not published till the accession of 
Lord Lyndhurst. The only bills he ever brought into 
Parliament, or cordially suppoi*ted, were for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus — putting down public meetings — rendering 
persons oonvioted a aeoond time for a politioal libel subject 
to transp<»rtation beyond the seas, — and extending the laws 
against %h treason.* 

He frustrated the efforts of BomiUy and Mackintosh to mi- 
tigate and amend our penal code, and I suspeet tiiat he 
retarded and enfeebled those of Sir Robert Peel. 

He even resented any eifoii of courts of law, jrroprio vigorcy 
to improve their procedure, — as b}^ dispensing with the pro- 
duction of written instniments, lost or destroyed — or by 
gianting a commission to examine witnesses abroad, without 
the aid of a court of equity/ 

He came into power," (wrote a barrister boldly while Lord 

* lyord Brougham. 1/3x6. Clianccllor to make Borjcnnte-at-ln^ 

An exception ought to have been made in vacation as well as in term time ! ( r'-> 

flf Ite fnBoasttetat%oritod«|w«a)odlaiM, piMedlnUlS. 

■Low SLOoa'f Aci;''— *to «nqpoww tbe ▼ 8m 1 Swwtoii, 194 
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Eldon was still Chancellor*) ** at a conjuncture when Ihe de- 
cided change which was taking place in the texture of sooiely, 
when increasing wealth, commerce, and population, indicated 
that a greater change in our law and lcg;al institutions would 
soon become desirable than had tiiken place at any antecedent 
period of our history. Had he prompted, promoted, or super- 
intended this groat work, the len^jth of his reign and extent 
of his influence would have enabled him to bring it almost or 
altogether to its completion, and thus to have left a monument 
to his memory which it falls to the lot of few individuals to 
have the power of erecting. Unlbrtunatelj for the oountiy 
and Mb own reputation, & had pursued a totally opposite 
course. Feeling that his strengfh did not lie in the depth 
and comprehensiveness of his general views so much as in 
the extent of his acquaintance with the minutiae of precedents 
and practice, and perceiving aLso that the surest way of con- 
tinuing in place is to abstain from all innovation, his love of 
power combined with his love of superiority to induce him 
to withhold from all decided improvementa himself, and to 
look with an unfavourable eye on those which were proposed 
hy others. In this oourse he has invariably persevered. It 
is probable lhat at this moment Lord Eldon has no conception 
of the sentiments which are almost universally entertained of 
his judicial administration, either by the persons who frequent 
his court, or by those who are capable of judginci: out of it. 
He has never heard the tnith spoken with that freedom and 
affection with which it flows from the lips of friends of equal 
understanding. It is one of his greatest misfortunes that 
through life he has made age, submissiveness, and mediocrity 
the passports to his favour, and has as steadily kept tAov 
from men of liberal and independent minds as they have kept 
aloof from him." ^ 

An apologist says, " He saw with intuitive acutenees the 
abuse, but * his heart failed him for fear * when he came to 
apply the remedy. Timidity of temper, and excess of official 
toil, are suflicient reasons for this reserve, without imputing 
unworthy motives, as harsh professional critics have not 
scrupled to do."' He has been compared, rather rashly, 
to D'Aguesseau, who, according to St. Simon, being asked 
whether, witii his experience of the chicanery of the law and 
flue lei^^ of legal proceedings, he had never thought of some 
I'egulation which might put an end to them, answered, J 

>A.a.l8ai. r mUtf Oft the GMl Law of England, sas. * a Towsaeiid, 4B9. 4ifi 
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had gone so far as to commit to wiitiiig the plan of such a 
ro^Tation ; but after I had made some prograBSi I reflected 
on the great number oi avy^ats, awue's, and haissteri^ whom it 
would ruin, — compassion for them made the pen drop from 
my hand.*' But it is a well-known fact that the virtuous 
French Chancellor, alter due deliberation, introduced most 
important reforms in the procedure of the courts at Paris, 
without lespeot to the profit of himself or others. 

In oonsidering Lord Eldon as tkpolkician, I begin with the 
eulogiimi (utiing the liberty to abridge it) of one well qualified 
to estimate his qualities in this line : — He possessed a con- 
summate power of raana(]^ing men, an admirable address in 
smoothing difficulties witli j)rinces, of whom he had large 
experience, and a degree of })olitical boldness where real peril 
approached, or obstacles, seemingly insurmoimtable, were to 
oe got over, that contrasted strongly with his habits of 
donbdng about nothing, and coniuring up shadowy emhar- 
lassments, and inyolTing things of little moment in imaginary 
puzzles — the creation of an inyentiYe and subtle brain. The 
counsellor, so hesitating in answering an important case— the 
judge, so prone to doubt, that he could hardly bring his mind 
to decide one — was, in all that practically concerned his party 
or himself, as ready to take a line, and to follow it with deter- 
mination of pur})Ose, as the least ingenious of ordinary poli- 
tii-ians. On great occasions — that is, the occasions which 
put his interest or his power in jeopardy — a less wavering 
actor — ^indeed, one more ready at a moment's warning to go 
aU lengths for the attainment of his object — ^never appealed 
upon the political stage. His fears in this respect yeiy mu(^ 
resembled his conscientious scruples, of which no man spoke 
more or felt less ; he was about as often the slave of them as 
the Indian is of his defonned little gods, which he now makes 
much of, and now breaks to pieces or casts into the fire. Let 
there come any real embarrassment, any substantial peril, 
which required a bold and vigorous act to ward it off; — let 
there be but occasion for nerves to work through a crisis 
vrbich it asked no common boldness to &ce at all ; — let there 
arise some new and strange combination of circumstances, 
which, governed by no precedent, must be met by unpre- 
cedented measures;— and no man that ever sat at a council- 
board more quickly made up his mind, or more gallantly 
performed his part. Be the act mild or hai-sh, moderate or 
violent, — sanctioned by the Law and Constitution, or an opeo 
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outrage upon both, he was heard indeed to wail, and groan 
much of piteous necessity, — often vowed to God, spoke largcjly 
of conscience, complained bitterly of his hard lot,— but the 
paramount sense of duty overcame all other feelings ; and, 
with wailing and with tears, beating his brea«t, and only not 
tearing his hair, he did, in the twinkling of an eye, the act 
whioh uneipectodly diBoomfited bis adTenaries, and seoured 
his own power for ever. He, who would adjourn a priyate 
road or estate bill for weeks, unable to make up his mind on 
one of its olaoses, or would take a month to deoide on what 
terms some amendment should be allowed in a suit, could, 
without one moment's hesitation, resolve to give the King's 
consent to the making of laws when his Majesty was in such 
a state of mental disease that the keeper of his person could 
not be suffered to quit the royal closet for an instant, while 
bis patient was, witii the keeper of bis oonscience, performing 
the highest fonotion of sovereignty." * 

But, oonsummate as was bis sUU in party manosnyree — in 
aoquiriug and retaining office, slender praise oan be bestowed 
upon him as a statesman. It is a strange bat undoubted fact, 
that when he had once formed a Cabinet he gave himself very 
little trouble about its measures. I have heard that even 
upon law questions he would generally give no opinion — 
desiring Lord Liverpool, or the Premier for the time being, to 
consult the Attorney and Solicitor-General. He was utterly 
ignorant of foreign politics, and his only maxim for the 

* Lord Brongham's StatesmeD, 2nd series, toncb the fees ; bat desired tbst they might 

S4, 58. AltluM4;fa to hsd no donbts where all fee carried to a separate account for a 

poivfr was concerned, he did nor act with year or two. At lengUi, and long after 1m 

the same decision respecting projits,—»t had ceased to discuss the aut))ect. or appa* 

leasl when delay dM not prevent him from lently to think of it. Just before the Court 

dedding at any time in his own f.ivonr. rose for the snnimer he callcj for the Secn> 

" He had. it appears, eniertaioed some Ury of Bankrupts, and asked to how much 

donbts upon tto right of the Ohanoellor to the toad then set apart amoanted ? It had 

receive, for his own use, the Urge fees in rcaclicd an enormous sum; and, as if tltat 

baokraptcy, which used, before the change which should have added force to his doubts 

in 1832, to farm part of the emolanienta, were sofllclent to dispel them, or as if the 

and which fonner Chancellors had never force of U mptaUon appli«Hl to his mind wore 

hesitated to take as a matter of right and too strong to be resisted, and powerful 

of eoorae. ffii donbta were great t to coald enongh to overcome Its doabtlng propensi- 

rot solve them ; he could not get over them ; ties, hf In one word directed the wlmle to 

he oftentimes consuited the officers; often* bo transferred to his aooount,— in which, to 

tfanea dwtted en tto natter wlUi Mr. fit- It obaerrad, he was perfectly right, no mor> 

chards; often did he aeok for light from tal btit himstlf having ever b<?en able to 

Heaven, and assuredly much would he have descry the shadow of a reason for questioiiins 

groaned over it wbeu found If unfavoormble tto datms of tiie Qicat Seel to tbk fond."— 

to the claim. But all in vain ; nothing could /xw Jievtao, Nc II. p. 3TS, 
be found satisfactory. So bn would not 
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domestic govemmeut of the country was to preserve all things 
M he found them when he fixst entered puhlie life, unless 
where he thought he saw a neoessity for new coercive lawst 

Mistrusting the most specious improvements, conjsidering 
any organic change as synonymous with confusion, and 
satisfied that audacity in reform was the principle of revolu- 
tion, he paid too little heed to the advancing spirit of investi- 
gation, and persisted in following at the flood those ancient 
fords and pathways which could only be pursued with safety 
at an ebb-tide."* 

His inordinate love of political prosecutions and measures 
of coercion seemed to he morhid and incurable. By his oourse 
of policy he no donht thought that he preserved the Constitu- 
tion of his country ; but in truth he greatly endangered it. 
** A few drops more of Eldouiney and we should have had the 
People's CHARTf:R." " Notwithstanding his furious resistance 
to the disfranchisement of a single con-upt borough, perhaps 
he would now acknowledge that since the Reform Bill our 
representative system stands on a surer basis than in the 
times when he thought it unsafe to allow the nation to enjoy 
the Habeas Corpus, or the holding of public meetings to peti- 
tion Parliament ; and he could not deny Ihat the popularity 
and the influence of the Church have considerably increased 
since all the civil disabilities of the Dissenters have been 
removed, although he thought that it would be fatal to re- 
ligion if they should be allowed to marry in their own way. 
My own firm opinion is, that, by the liberal measures which 
he so severely reprobated, we have escaped a revolution which 
would have been violent, bloody, and destructive. 

Lord Eldon must, at all events, be allowed to be free from 
the suspicion of sadden political conversion. QadLis ab incepto 
he continued without flinching to his dying day. The senti- 
ments expressed by him at the last Pitt dinner which he 
attended'* varied in nothing from his first address to the 
electors of Weobly." ''It should be recollected that his 
attachment to the institutions of England, as he first knew 
them, was one of the laws of his moral and intellectual nature : 

h i TowDMod, 48T. tint the eoronatlon oath was not binding on 

« Qnartcrly Review, Ixxiii. 542. the King in bis kgi.slative capacity, but 

<l Sentiments very unlike tboae of the afterwarcU loudly asserted that it disqnaU* 

•taleaman whoae name was nsarped. fled Oie King ftom giving the royal aHent 

' I am not aware of any opinion be ever to any act mitigating tha HwfMiB fhthoBf 

changed, except that in 1795 he agreed with penal code. 

Loid Kavonfai tiM uuwtt to 0«d|g» 111., 
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it might be narrow, bigoted, inconveiiieiit ; incapable of grace- 
fully bending to the necessities of the times ; but still it was 
part of his ti-ue self : an attack on Church and State was to 
him the same thing as a violation, of his paternal roof, or an 
insult to a dome.Ntic afi'ection." ' 

Yet his steadiness to his opinions did not interfere with his 
poliiioal intrigues, or prevent him from choosing or changing 
leadezB, or associates, according to his Tiews St expediency. 

His temporaiy connection," says Mr. W. E. Surtees, wim 
Queen Caroline when Princess of Wales, and perhaps some 
other incidents, suffice to show that in public life thexe wai, 
no deficiency, on the proper occasion, of a convenient versa-* 
tiiity — an invaluable ingredient to those who would rise, it 
was probably from a consciousness of this, that he so pertina- 
ciously arrngjited to himself the credit of undeviating con- 
sistency, [in political attachments as well as jjrinciples,] and 
that flattery, of which he was somewhat ezacimg, never stole 
more sweetly upon his ear than when it inveirted him with 
this attribute!"' 

In weighing the deserts of a Chancellor, much consideration 
is to be given to the exercise of his immense patronage. Very 
qualified praise only can be bestowed upon Lord Eldon in 
this department. He was disposed to do what was right, both 
in lay and ecclesiastical promotion ; but he had no zeal in dis- 
covering and rewarding merit, and he often allowed himself 
to be swayed by undue influence. *' The solicitations of the 
royal &mily," says Mr. Twiss, **weTe his chief embamss- 
menl"^ While we are indebted to him for such judges as 
Abbott, Holroyd, Bayley, Littledale, and Eichardson, he was 
made an instrument for advancement of others who, though 
honourable men, were extremely incompetent, from the want 
of ability or of professional knowledge, or of both. He was 
thus assailed by many gibes from the witlings of Westminster 
Hall, one example of which 1 may give in a saying respecting 
a near connection of a court physician, whoso advancement to 
the bench was defended on the groimd that he was ** a judge 
by prescription,** 

When Lord Eldon was pressed to make a bad app(jintment, 
his way was to delay it as long as possible, and by seeming 
rehictance to throw the blame off his own shoulders. He 

rescued one of the superior courts from having a Chief wholly 
unskilled in the first rudiments of law, though a man of sin 

rQ.Brv. voLlzzT.p.42 f SnrlMg, US. h CIlUIIL 
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gidar natural acuteness ; but he made the same individual a 
puisne Baron, giving him power to decide upon qneBtiosB ot 
property and life. He said himself, in conversation, "On 
occasion of a yaoancy on the Bench, hy the death of one of Hie 
pnisne judges, the Prime llmister of that day took iqx>n 
iiimself to recommend a certain gentleman to the King as a 
very fit person to fill that vacancy : and finding there was a 
disposition in the King to take that recommendation, I very 
respectfully urged that it was on the responsibility of the 
Loixl Chancellor that these judges were appointed, and that I 
should not consider myself worthy of holding the Great Seal if 
I permitted the advice of any other man to be taken — at tU 
tarn Um tendering my resignation. The Minister gave way, and 
the gentleman I recommended was appointed.** But, giving 
foil &ith to the story, it shows only a resistance (so &t very 
proper) to the usurpation of the Prime Minister on the rights 
of the Chancellor — not a resistance to an appointment which 
would be injurious to the public. 

Of the degree to which he really would stand out on such 
occasions we have an amusing instance in the Diary of Sir 
Samuel Eomilly, under date 24th Jnne, 1815: — "Amongst 
the other obstructions to the prosecution of suits has been the 
Ghaacellor'B delay in the appointment of a Master in the place 
of Mr. Morris. That gentleman died on the 13th of April 
last, and it was only yesterday that Mr. Jekyll was appointed 
to succeed him. Thd Prince's £B.Tonr has procured hun that 
appointment. As soon as the vacancy happened, it was known 
that Jekyll was to be appointed. The Chancellor, however, 
has delayed all this time tilling up the office at very gi eat in- 
convenience to the suitors, — only, as it should seem, to show 
his sense of the impropriety of the appointment, — and a more 
improper one could hardly be made; for, with a thousand 
good and amiahle qualities as a priyate man, and with ■very 
good talents, Jekyll is deficient in almost every qualification 
necessaiy to discharge properly the duties of a Master in 
Chancery. If the Chancellor had meant to show with what 
deliberation he could make a bad appointment to a ver\^ im- 
portant judicial office, and with how strong a sense of the 
impropriety of it he could surrender up to the Prince that 
patronage which it is a duty he owes to the public to exercise 
himself, he could not have contrived matters better that he 
has done.** ' 

i Life of Romllly, lii. 186. 
▼OL. Z. T 
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Let us now have Lord Eldon's own account of this same 
huDsaction : — The ftot was, that Jek jll was a great &TOiiriie 
with erery body ; he was the descendimt of an eminent lawyer 
Sir Joseph Je^ll, who had been Master of the Bolls ; eveiy 

body wished him to be well provided for in a proper mode. 
Nobody wished that more than I wished it ; but 1 hesitated 
for weeks and months before I made the appointment. Tlis 
most anxious and most powerful well-wisher was the Prince 
Recrent, who was very much attached to him, and "with whom 
Jekyll had spent many convivial liours. He was a person of 
great humour and wit, and indulged himself in manifesting 
his wit and homonr to a great extent, and, I believe, without 
having ever said an ill-natured, provoking, or rude thin^of 
or to any man whilst he was so indulging himse]£ The 
Prince Regent, after having applied to me repeatedly at 
Carlton House to appoint Mr. Jekyll the Master, witiiout 
effect, and having often obsei'\'ed tliat a man of his sense and 
abilities would soon be able to learn his business (which 
might be very true, but the appointment would nevertheless 
introduce a most inconvenient host of candidates from the 
Common Law Bar for Chancery oflBoes), at length, in further- 
ance of his purpose, took the following step : — ^He came alone 
to my door in Bedford Square. Upon the servants going to 
the door, the Prince Reg^ent observed that, as the Chancellor 
had the gont, he know he must be at home, and he therefore 
desired he might be shown up to the room where the Chan- 
cellor was. My servants t(^ld the Prince 1 was much too ill 
to be seen. He, however, pressed to be admitted, and they, 
very properly and respectfully, infunned him that they had 
positive orders to show in no one. Upon which he suddenly 
asked them to show him the staiicase, which, yon know, they 
could not refiase to do. They attended him to it, and he imme- 
diately ascended, and pointed first to one door, then to another, 
asking, ' Is that your master's room?*— they answering, • No,* 
— ^nntil he came to the right one ; upon which he opened the 
door and seated himself by my bedside. Well, T was rather 
surprised to see his Koyal Highness, and inquired his plea- 
sure. He stated he had come to request that 1 would apjioint 
Jekyll to the vacant Mastership in Chancery. I respectfully 
answered, that I deeply regretted his Royal Highness should 
ask that, for I could not comply. He inquired why I could 
not, and I told him simply because, in my opinion, Mr. JekyU 
was totally unqualified to dischaige the duties of that office 
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He, however, repeated his request, and urged very strongly. 
I again refused, and for a great length of time he continued to 
urge, and I continued to refuse, saying Mr. Jekyll was unfit 
for the office, and I would never agree. His Highness sud- 
denly threw himself back in his chair, exclaiming, ' How 1 do 
pity Lady Eldon I ' * Good God,'Iaaid, 'wbat iB the matteT?' 
— * Oh, nothing,' answered the Prinoe, * except that she never 
will see you again, for here I remain until you promise to 
make Je^U a Master in Chancery.' Well, I was obliged at 
length to give in, — I could not help it. Others ought really 
to be veiy delicate in blaming appointments made by persons 
in authority, for there often are very many circumstances 
totally unknown to the public. flowever, Jekyll got on 
capitally. It was an unexpected result. One of my friends 
met him after he was appointed, and asked him how in the 
world he came to he picked out for ihat office, and he answered 
that he supposed it was because he was the most unfit man in 
the country. Now, you see this very consciousness of his own 
want of ability led him in all difficult cases to consult two 
or three other Masters in Chancery, and, being guided by two 
or three experienced heads, he never got wrong. Thus he 
executed his office very reasonably well. He continued in 
office for a considerable time, till indisposition and age obliged 
him to retire upon the usual pension. I met him in the 
street the day after his xetireiiient ; when, according to 
his usual manner, he addresaed me in a joke: — ^Testeraay, 
Lord GhanoeDor, I was your master: — ^to-day I am mj own 
master.* " " 

At the solicitation of Lady Eldon, he made a more excep- 
tionable appointment, to the same office, of a militia captain, 
who had been very useful in rescuing his family from a mob." 
Tlie greater number (^f his Masters, however, were well 
chosen. 1 have great pleasure in commemorating one of 
them, my lamented friend the late Lord Henley, who had 
well earned his promotion hy editing the Beports of Lord 
Nordu^ton's decisions, and hv consolidating the statutes 
respecting bankruptcy. Lord Eldon thus sinc^ely mentioned 

k Twiss, cb. xxxvii. femd to the Crown, but still with the inten- 

* At fhts time the Lord Ghaiiodlor ^p- tion that the reecmmendation of Hbn tSmUm 

pointed Uy the office of his own sole autho- iu Chancery, as of the puisne Judges, should 

rity, by putting a black velvet cap on the be in the Chancellor, sul^ect to the check 

heM effhe aew Master In open Goort. To whJdi the form of ta^fa% the royal ideesnre 

KQarl against such abuses, by 3 ^ 4 W. 4, impcises. Hiippily the offloe ie aow abo* 

o. 94, the patronage was nominally traoB* UshecL— Sdition. 

T 2 
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him in a letter to Sir Robert Peel : " Mr. Eden micceeds Mr. 
Couiieney, ami the y)rofessi()nal knowledge wliicli he has mani- 
fested in several publications I think fully authorise" the 
opinion I confidently entertain that, with experience and 
diligence, he will do credit to the. appointment."* All the 
Masters in Ohanceiy had been nominated by Lord Eldon, and 
their emoluments increasing much in his time from the very 
accumulation of arrears, — ^by this body he was imanimoiifiily 
considered a most deserving and faultless jndge. 

Of his stingv' distribution of honours to the Bar, I must 
speak with forbeai'ancu, liaving myself been one of the suf- 
ferers. Although he himself liad asked and obtained a silk 
gown at the end of seven years after his call to the liar, he 
declined to give one to me when I had been twenty years at 
the Bar, and had for several years enjoyed the decided lead 
of my circuit This, like the m more flagrant injustice done 
to Scarlett, might appear to have been from political pre* 
judice ; but he treated still worse his particular Mend, Charles 
Wetherell, who shared all his sentiments in Church and State, 
besides enjoying deservedly high professional eminence, and 
who, when well stricken in years, was allowed to remain 
without a full-bottom wig to cover his grey hairs.^ These 
instances are probably to be explained from a mere love of 
procrastination, and the dislike of being driven to decide upon 
the pretensions of other gentlemen at the Bar of equal standing 
and more douhtfol claims. But his conduct in i^ot giving the 
rank of King's Counsel to Mr. Brougham and Mr. Denman was 
positively culpable, and proceeded from a sordid motive. 
When appointed by Queen Caroline her Attorney and 
Solicitor- General, they actually, as of right, had worn silk 
gowns and sat within the Bar ; but on her death they were 
obliged to a]>]K'ar without the Bar in stuff gowTis — and so 
they remained as long as Lord Eldon held the Great Seal, 
because they had given offence to George lY. by an honest 
and strenuous defence of their royal mistress. Now it was 
clearly the duty of Lord Eldon to have done what Lord Lynd- 
hurst and the Duke of Wellington afterw^ards nobly and 
effectually did, — to have respeot^illy but firmly represented 
to the King that his Majesty's resentment proceeded upon an 
erroneous impression, and that to act upon it was unbecoming 



" Sic, 

• March. 1826. 

V W«tbercll. wbeu at last called witUn 



the Bar, was of older standing thou Lovd 
Eldon himieU luKl beeo when made Clia» 

oeUor. 



Digitized by Google 



CHARGE OF WITHHOLDING PEERAGES FROM JUDGES. 277 



Ma exalted station. ^Yhen Lord Eldon had sonendered the 
Great Seal, and Mr. Brougham first, and after some delay Mr. 
Benman likewise, had obtained- the professional rank to which 
they had been long entitled, Lord Eldon tried to exculpate 
himself by throwing all the odium upon George IV. ; but the 

Keeper of the Kiu^^'s Conscience" was intinitoly more to 
blame, fur he had been withheld from conveying the truth 
to the royal ear by the dread of giving offence and losing 
the zoyal &yoiir, — on which he gloated, perhaps, still more 
than on the enjoyment of office. 

He was likewise aconaed, like Lord Hardwickc, but I think 
unjustly, of withholding peerages from those filling high legal 
oflBces, that he might not endanger his influence in the House 
of Lords. He concurred in the elevation of Lord Redesdale, 
Lord Ellenborough, and Lord Manners, and always cordially 
co-operated with them. Sir WilHam Gi'ant, when made Master 
of the Kolls, was wisely content to remain a member of the 
HoQse of Crommons, where, being listened to with so much 
reroeot, he did more for his party, and for his own &me, than 
if he bad been ennobHed* I know that Chief Justice Abbott 
was not offered a peerage till Mr. Canning was Minister ; but 
Lord Eldon could have felt no jealousy of his oratorical powers, 
or his influence ; and in a letter which I have before introduced,'' 
he took a very sensible view of this difiBcult subject. It could 
hardly be expected tliat he should encourage the notion of con- 
ferring a peerage upon Sir John Leach, who had been tr\^ing 
to undermine him by pushing on the prosecution of Queen 
Caroline ; and I doubt whether the presence of llie author of 
the Ifilatk Commission would baye been of much use to the 
deliberations of their Lordships, although 1^ certainly would 
have enlivened them with some smart contests with the old 
Chancellor. Lord Eldon has been exposed to opposite censure 
for the rapid elevation of Lord GifEord, that he might ease him- 

k ^ntt. Vol. IX., p. :5s5. "Life Peerages'* In 1856. But after the 

■* The Crowu certainly m^bi grant a faUest conaideimtion of tbe subject, 1 now 

peerage for life ; and, in some instances, this record my solemn opinion that tbe Crovri 

prerogative might be usefully exercised; cannot by patent grant a peerage for life to a 

bin tliere would be much danger of its being ooounoner with the privilege of tftttl^ ill 

abused ; and, with all tbe defects of the her«-. parliament, and that a writ of rammotis to 

ditary branch of the legislature, there would the House uf Lords under such a patent is a 

be great diflicu' ty in tlndiug a subetitate for nullity, although tbe writ without the patenti 

it, or in altering the mode of ita formatioo^ coupled with a sitting under it, would create 

.Vote to Ift Edititm, 1847. an berediUry barony deioendlble to fe> 

In faimcsa I allow this note to remain, as males as well as malttf— JVSdCs to 4tk MdUion 

1> WAS dted againat me in tbe debates on &gpUmber, 1867. 
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self from the inconvenient pressure of Scotch appeals ; but this 
is said to have been the act of Lord Liverpool, and the favoured 
individiiaL although he had not fulfilled th« early expecfcition 
entertained of his abilities, — if his life had been, bpared, might 
have left behind him a distinguished name. 

Lord Eldon is much to blame for his indifference to the 
honour of his profession, and the interests <xf Ihe public, in the 
appointment of the law officers of the Grown. This he left 
entirely to the Prime Minister for the time being, who, being 
neoessarilyunacquainted with the merits of legal practiticmers, 
sometimes selected men indifferently qualified to act as Attor- 
ney or Solicitor-General, or to fill high judicial offices, although 
in this lottery there did turn up fur the Government such prizes 
as Tindal and Copley.' 

In the disposed of his clerical patronage he looked little 
for extraordmazj merit. "He seemed to r6|;ard literature 
as a light and wortidess weed, and to consider those, whether 
dlerioal or lay, who went in quest of it, as cast away on a 
barren and bleak shore."** Yet he gave a living to Maurice, 
the author of the " Indian Antiquities," and he was the first 
patron of Dr. Philpotts, the present Bishop of Exeter, whom, 
even those who differ from him on speculative questions, must 
admire for his talents and his learning. He likewise did kind 
and good-natured things in disposing of ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment, although the solicitations of Queen Charlotte were so 
frequent as to entrench materially on his power of serving his 
friends." 1* As soon as he had got back to Bedford Square 
from being sworn in Chancellor, he wrote the following letter 
to a widow lady of his acquaintance, who had been in the habit 
of supplying him with home-baked bread from the country : — 

* Lord Eldon used to declare that he had Lord Chancellor, Uiat ^Ir. Seijcant Yaughao 

not oolj never seen, bat had never befc^ sbould sncceHi Mr. Hardinge an her Attorney • 

heard, the names of some who were appointed Qeneral« and leaves the fillbig up the office 

to the ofScc of Solicitor-General; and be of Solicitor-General to the choice of ibc Lord 

levdlad severe sarcasm not only against Chancellor, who has at all times been so 

Oarrow, but otherB, who had been promoted obliging as to settle it for her : and on this, 

without his interfermce.— From the Iblloww tt well as on many other occasions she bat 

tag letter to him it would appear that in experienced, she has ever found it both a pleft> 

George IIL's Xime he appcdnted alwaja to the sure and a satialaction to abide by his decision, 

anidi less important ofBees of Attomejr and ** Whenever the Lord Chancellor has settled 

Sollellor-General to the Quoen:— it to his mind, the Lord Morion shall have 

"Queen's House, May 21st, 1816. the Queen's orders to present both gentte* 

The Queen is very sorry that her visit to fotn. 
WlOdrar prevented her acknowledging the 

receipt of the Lord Chancellor's letter until ** 2 Townsend, 434. 

this moruiu{^ l*he Queen agrees with the P Twias, ch. IziiL 
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** Dear Madam, 

**I am this instant returned from the Queen's House, where I have 
feoeived the Great Seal. How loni^ 1 may hold it I do not know ; but 
your goodness to me in giving me so many loaves, when the loaves and 
fiihM iveie at the disposal of others, makes H fit that I should say, that 
if Hia infinite and pressing importunities, which under present difficult 
circumstances will amazingly tie up a Chancellor's hands, should leave 
me the i>ower of enabling your son to feel that he need not hereafter 
plague his diocesan about a licence, I shall be glad to avail myself 
of it. 

With Lady Eldoa*8 and my &mily*8 kind ragaids to yon and all 
your fieunily, believe me, truly, yoma^ 

"Eldok. 

"April 1st. 180T.*' 

Very soon he actually gave a good living to the young 
clergyman alluded to, who well deserved the advancement- 
He likewise appointed his old preceptor, Moises, to be one 
of his chaplains, and yraa willing to wlvanoe him high in the 
Ghuroh. 

In the Anecdote Book, giving an account of his first election 
for Weobly, he says, **I lodged at the vicar's, Mr. Bridge's. 
He had a daughter, a young child, and he said to me, ' Who 
knows but you may come to be Chancellor ? As my girl can 
probably marry nobody but a clergyman, promise me you will 
• give her husband a living when you have the Seals.' I said, 
* Mr. Bridge, my promise is not worth half a crown, but you 
may have my j>romi.se.' " When he had been some time Chan- 
cellor, while sitting one morning in his study, an interesting 
yonng girl broke in upon him — introdnoed herself as fbe 
daughter of the Vicar of Weobly — modestly informed him of an 
affiiir of the heart which she had with a poor young deigyman 
— and informed him that a small Herefordshire living, which 
would make them happy, had the d;iv before l)ccomo vacant. 
The secretary of presentations was immediately called in, and 
she carried back with her the presentation to this living in 
favour of her lover. 

The following was his answer to an applicatum Ibr a piece 
of preferment from his old friend Dr. Fisher, of the Charter 
Honse: — 

*' I eaxmot^ to-day, give yoa tiie preferment for which you ask. 

I remain your flinoere friend, 

•*Tiinicw* 
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Then, on the other side» — 

«< I gave it to yon yesteiday." 

He himself furnished the following narrative of anotlier 
6od68ia8ti(»L appomtment, ledonnding much to his credit: 
** When I went to enjoy repose at Encombe, I gave orders to 
'be denied to all strangers, or I should have been beset with 

applicants. One of these was a country clergyman from the 
north of England, who foimd his wa}- thither on foot, and 
asked for the < 'hanoellor. The son'ant who opened the door 
said his Lordship was out shooting. ' Which way is he 
gone?' replied the clergyman. ' What is your business, 
Sir?' asked the servaiit. ' 2sever miud,' rejoined the clerg^-- 
man : ' only just tell me which way your master is gone.' 
Hie servant pointed out the quarter m which the Chancellor 
was to be found, and the steanger, following the direction, 
was not long before he came up with a man carrying a gun, 
and accompanied by a brace of dogs, but somewhat Hl ahbily 
dressed, — of whom he inquired whereabouts the Chancellor 
might be found. ' Not far oil",' said the sportsman : and, just 
as he spoke, a covey of partridges got up, at which be fired, 
but without success. The stranger left him. crossed another 
field or two, and witnessed, from a little distance, the dis- 
charge of several shots as unproductive as the first. * You • 
don't seem to make much of that,' said he, coming back ; * I 
wish you could tell me where to meet with Lord Eldon ? ' 
— *Why, then,' said the other, *I am Lord Eldon.* The 
deigyman fell a stammering and apologising, till the ChaU' 
c^or asked him, rather shoi tly, whence he came, how he 
had got to Kncombe, and wliat he wanted there ? The poor 
clergyman said he had come from Lancashire to the Bull and 
Mouth in London ; and that, finding the Chancellor had left 
town, and having no money to spare, he had walked from 

London to Enoombe; and that he was Mr. , the curate of 

a small parish, which he mentioned, and of which the incum- 
bent was just dead ; and that he was come to solicit the vacant 
benefice. * I never give answers to applicants coming hither,' 
said the Ohanoellor, 'or I should never have a moment to 
myself ; and I can only express my regret that you should 
have taken the trouble of coming so far to no purpose.' The 
suitor said, ' If so, he had no alternative but to go back to 
the Bull and Mouth, where he expected to find a friend who 
would give him a cast back into Lancashire : ' and with a heavy 
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heart, took leave. "When he arrived at the Bull and Mouth, a 
letter in an unknown hand was waiting for him. He opened 
the cover with the anxious curiosity of a man to whom epis- 
tolary communications are rare ; and had the joy of finding in 
it a good humoured note from the Chancellor, giving him the 
preferment." ** But now," added Lord Eldon with a waggish 
smile, see the ingratitade of mankind. It was not long 
before a large present of game reached me, with a letter from 
mj new-made rector, purporting that he had sent it me, 
because, /rom tohathe had seen of my shooting^ he supposed I must 
be badly off for game ! Think of turning upon me in this way 
after the kindness I had done him, and* wounding me in my 
very tenderest point " ! 

By the following letter of Lord Nelson, written from the 
Downs, after his attack on Boulogne, it would ratlier appear 
that the OhaaoeDor had been compelled, although in most 
oourteous terms, to xefnse an application from that nero. 

« My Lord, " Amazon, Sept. 17th, 1801. 

"I feel very much obliged by your open and very handsome answer 
to my request, which so exactly accords with what my friend Daw sou 
tdd me of your character, aud allow me to consider myself, in eveiy re- 
spect^ 

*' Your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bbokts.*' 



4 I iMve fwflitved, from ane who had ample Crown patronage, cmi five penons whom 

of observing, and on whose accuracy be chose because of their merit. His rirhest 



I can place the most implicit reliance, the beDetlces were bestowed eiiber on the oppU- 

fbUowfngleflBflmrarable view of Lord EldonPa catton of members of the Rojal Family, or 

conduct ill thi.^ department, — which I feel on his own near connections, — sometimes 

myself bound to lay before the reader : — "lu with a disregard of propriety which was 

fbe admlntetration of his Chmch patronage atanoatior qolte, scaadaloiis. 

he did not merit much praise. His de- " During the period of Lord Eldon's Clian- 

lays in filling vacant benefices were often cellorship, more than twenty appointments 

posltlvelj acandaloiis, extending to years In to prehendal statls fell vacant. Qt these, 

some instances. I believe that lie occasion- few, if any, were given to men distinguished 

ally received remonstrances from bishops on by talents, learning, or services to the 

this head. In selecting the olijects of Ms Clim«h; not to one, it Is ftared, becaose he 

palronr^re, he was nut anxious, or at least was so distinguished. 

took little or no trouble, to ascertain the fit- " Lord Tburlow, shameless as he was in 

ness of the peisona reoommeoded to him. heaping benefioea on a Imdier and a nephew. 

Still less did he look out for meritorious had yet the merit of selr-rtinp Horsley and 

clergymen, who, by their theological works White (celebrated in his day lor his Bamp- 

or oOierwlae, bad establiriied n title to the ton Lectures) as recipients of bis more dig^ 

favour of the great public patron. That no nified preferments. They b<jth were placed 

man of merit was preferred by him cannot by him in stalls; 'for they,' said be, 'who 

be wMi donbtlcsi there were many such, defend the Church, ought to be seated in ita 

Bat it would be difficult to select, durinp: the hl|^t irfaoei.' ** 
tmo^-flve years in which be dispi-nsed the 
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He jooolarly complained muoh of the longevity of his in- 
cumbents. *' 1 have been very tmlucky," he writes to a 

friend, '*for the gentlemen m Iio labonr to consign others to 
immortality seem to cling themselves most amazingly to this 
mortal world, and the rarity with which I have had vacancies 
of li\nngs is really remarkable : certainly not in the pro- 
portion of one to a dozen, I believe, throughont all Lord 
Boe8lyn*B time.'* Being strongly pressed by George HI. to 
confer a living upon the son of a oonrt physician, he answered, 
** I should be able more speedily to comply with yonr Majesty's 
wishes if yonr Majesty would be pleased to order your physi- 
cians to prescribe for my incumbents." 

Fr(5m the following anecdote, we may judge that he was 
much pleased to hear of a vacancy. A clergyman coming to 
tile door of his private room as lie was leaving the Conrt of 
(jhancory, begged to have an interview with him on important 
business. The secretary, purse-bearer, and gentleman said, 
with one voice, ** His llordship is so deeply engaged that the 
thing is impossible." Clergyman : Tell his lordship, if yon 
please, that I am not come to ,ask for a living, but to resign 
one." All the three simultaneously answered, " The interests 
of the Church being concerned, we think we maybe able to 
obtain for yon a short audience." 

He gives this piteous account of the annoyance occasioned 
to him by his Church patronage : " From persons great and 
small I have had, I may almost say, thousands of applications 
— ^most of them impudently framed, in effect upun some such 
notion as that I cannot myself ha^e in the world a clergyman 
tiiat I can have any personal wishes in favour of, or a Mend 
who has in any clergyman a friend in ^^ hose welfiue he takes 
an interest. Many of these applications, however, ocmie from 
persons whose weight throws much diffi( ulty in my way, and 
more than I can easily remove. Besides this, in confidence be 
it spoken, the different branches of the Koyal Famil)'' commu- 
nicate their wishes, which are commands, that supersede even 
promises to others : and, upon Ihe whole, I assure you I have 
little elbow-room." ' 

*■ All ■w'ho have RMything to do with the letter respecting the Ihing of . I trust 

disposal of Crown livings must feel infinitely tliat you will not impute it to disrespect that 

iiid« bted to Lord KidoQ for theezoeUcut pre* I do not express at present any intention ai 

cedent he has left of an answer to an UfpHr to the disposal of it, except In saying that no 

cation for a next preasentation. person can more strongly feel the necessity 

" Sir [or Madam, or My Lord], of placing, in these times, most exemplaiy 

<• I have bad tiM honour to rweiyeyoor clergymea to the Crown'a beneflow. I bavt 
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Id £he very important fanction of tlie Lord dumoellor of 
Qie appomtment and removal of magistrates, Lord Eldon ynM 
exemplaiy, and he exercised a vigilant control in this depart- 
ment over the Bishop of Diirliam, who then was Count Palatine 
of the Biishopric, as well as over the Custodes Kotulomm 
throughout the kingdom. lie was particularly strict respecting 
the removal of names from the C ommission of the Peace, and 
he would snffernoman to be dismissed till heard in his defence, 
and proved guilty of some offence disqualifying him for assist- 
ing in the administration of justice.* 

Before taking final leave of Lard Eldon as an official man, 
I should observe that he performed in a very exemplary 
manner his duties as Speaker of the House of Lords. He 
was courteous to every one — keeping up a familiar intercourse 
with Opposition peers, with wlium he liked to chat on the 
woolsack, — and to whom he would sometimes make very free 
strictures on his colleagues.' 

At first he was rather too rigid in enforcing what he con- 
sidered the orders of the House. He wonld allow no petition 
to he received which did not profess to he "hnmhle,"— admit* 
ting no equivalent word, however submissive. He fired np 
exceedingly at a petition which prayed their Lordships to give 
some bill "a cool and deliberate discussion," which, he said, 
contained an impertinent insinuation that thev were some- 
times "hot and hasty." He onee declared that', in the course 
of thirty years' experience, he had never seen any thing so 
irregular and disorderly as the production of a newspaper in 
the House. — At last heing reminded that, although he sat on 

never allowed myself to express an intention litiral feeling Interfered mndllDorawiSl pel- 

by whom I should fill up any living not ac- vate lile than at present, 
tnally ▼acaoi—fbe tenure bgr wbich I hold 

office, and the inconvenience of acting upon Lard£ldon to Lady F. J. Banket. 

any other rule than that of forbearing to (July or August, lif22.} 

tattamHeaqrimrpoMwitti xeqwet to bme- "Wflnilen, Siey lay. never ceaae. Ton 



I not vacant, app^Hring to me t4) bo gnch will l)e surprised to hear that I dined at T^ord 

M to Justify my refraining from ao doing. Hiilland's yesterday, at the old holUe at Ken> 

TUa course, I trnst, will not appear inooo* lingtoa, with Lord* Gray and Landeidale, 

tsistent with the reepect with wbkdl I tOt and BBVeral of the Opposition. We had a 

Sir lor Madam, or My Lord^ very good and pleasant party, and 1 was 

'*Yoar obedient Servant, quite delighted with thft very enrlooa old 

" "• house. I never saw any that I thought 

• Sec letter to liarl Grey, March 30, 1810. better worth seeing. You must recollect the 

Surtees, 108. ontaida of it ; It la oM and cnrkma, and the 

» This intercourse even led to Ua meeting Inside is in the same st:it<> as when it wai 

a Whig party at dinner at a time when po- first fitted up, about the timp. of Jamea L" 

• Twiaabaklxlll 
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iihe woolaack, he had no more authority than any other peer 
he somewhat petlishly refused to interfere when his advice 
would have been useful and well received ; and he allowed 
irregular pnictices to prevail among their Lordships, which have 
never yet been corrected. But he alwayt^ continued to supj^ort 
the privileges of the House with a high hand. Sliortly before 
his resignation arose the famous " Umbrella case," so frequently 
Marah. quoted in the recent disoussions on that subject." 
A stranger being admitted below the har, was re- 
quired by one of the doorkeepers to deposit his umbrella in 
an anteroom, and his property not being returned to him 
when the debate was over, he brought an action against the 
messenger for the value of it before the Westminster Court 
of Conscience, and recovered a verdict for 17s. 6r/. damages, 
with 2s. lOr/. costs. Hut on complaint of this proceeding, 
Lord Ehlon had the plaintiff and his attorney summoned to 
the bar, and he refrained from committing them to Newgate 
only when they had made a bumble apology, and renounced 
the fruits of we Teidiot; — intimating a clear opinion that 
the House would not allow to be prosecuted any suit brought 
before any other tribunal with the intent of questioning their 
privileges. 

The following letter shows that he himself had ceased to 
stand much in awe of their Lordships, although he trembled 
before a few shopkeepers sitting round a table in the office of 
the Auditor of the Exchequer : — 

" Westminster, April 27tb, 1822 ; half-past eight. 

" I am down here to give a charpie to my old frieads the Kx Jury, as 
to-day is tlic trinl of the coin, and the Goldsmiths' dinner. lam always 
a little nervous Iwfore I make this sort of address, and such a stranjje 
bein^ is man, that, though I could talk before a Parliament with as 
mwSi indifference a» if they were aU cabbage-planttf a new audience has 
eyer bonie an appaUtng appearanoe." * 



* Lord OnttpbeH'R Speeches, p. STO. 

* I h;iv<' lyinK l>ef()re mo a MS. copy of 
bis first address to a Pix Jury, on the 2nd of 
December, ISM. It te r%ry long and eUbo> 
I»le, giving an arrount of the liiafory of our 
flotn, with all the statutes upua tbit sut^t 
from flie etiitett times. Ihvfaig* pointed 
out the duties of the jury in niakinp an 
assay, be thas concluded : " Public wisdom 
liM long ago determined, that an Inqnliy in 
Its oonaequencea so important as that which 



Is now to he instttated can only be com- 

mitted, with Rafoty to the interests which it 
affects, to a Jury of gentlemen, by profession 
skUled in flie sutdect to whidi the {mpdry 
relates. Yoti have bef>n name<i as that jury 
without intluence, and have iK-en fairly and 
impartially returned by the respectable Com- 
panj', to whonj the precept for forming a 
Jury has according to usage been addressed. 
Ton will therefore now, gentlemen, pvooeed 
to the disduigp of this important dn^. and 
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Of Lord Eldon as an oi*ator it is hardly worth while to say 
more. From hia station, from his character, from his zeal, 
from his earnestness, from his protestations, from his appeals 
to conscience, from his old stories, from his power of shedding 
tears at will, he v, as generally listened to with attention ; but 
his speeches, long, inyolved, and obBcare, really contained 
very little of informatioiii or of reasoning, any more than of 
ikoLoy. He put forth some one subtle plea, — often some 
merely technical difficulty, — on which he rested his cause, — 
even when thai 00066 involved principles of the gravest kind. 
Perhaps in the speeches of no man who ^poke so often, and it 
must bo added with so much authority, could there be found 
so few sayings which are remembered, or are worthy of being 
remembered. In its day, one sentence in a speech of his on 
the Koman Catholic question had a run, and was in the 
mouths of his many admirers. My Lords," said he, *'the 
union of Church and State was designed, not to maJce the 
Church political, but the State religious." But even Hiis 
solitary apophthegm ascribed to him was not original. It was 
delivered and published by the late Dean Rennell, in one of 
the eloquent and powerful sermons with which he delighted 
his legal hearers, when Master of the Temple. — If a malolactor 
of any taste, on having the choice, should say that he would 
submit to read all Lord Eldon's speeches rather than suflfer 
death, — before he had got through two on constructive treason, 
and two on the Catholic question, he would call aloud for the 
executioner. 

His Lordship's most successful efforts probably were at the 
anniversary meetings of the club professedly instituted in 

honour of Mr. Pitt, — when, amidst enthusiastic cheers, he 
declaimed in praise of the intolerant doctrines which that 
great man had so powerfully combated/ 

I have now the pleasure of presenting Lord Eldon as a 
poet ; and it is always most refreshing to me to £ud a Lord 

I shall flctain you only while I add, that I after the greatest and best of men have been 

am perfectly utis&ed that by your verdict buried fouiteeo yeara, the aitentioa to tbe 

yoa win enable m to record the remit of ao menuny, even of those wboee namn will be 

inquiry anxioualy, oomdsiktioildj't uA Jlk bad in everlasting remembrance, slackens and 

dicionaly taaie." abates wonderfully. Of fifteen members of 

J He Mema talmaelf to tasve been wholly • GaUnet.' Mtne of whon, jiossibljr oodM of 

anootiscious of this dborepancy. Thus he whom, would ever have been in a Cabinet if 

writes 29tii May, 1830:—^ We bad our com- not brought forward in public life by blffif 

nemamtloD of poor Pitt oo Satnrdsy. The only four felt it their duty to attenid, vfak 

company did not amount to more than 250 : Wellington, Weitmmklldt Bnig|8 BltlkVM^ 

It ought to bave been twice as many ; but and myself." 
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Chancellor saorificing to the Mnsee.' After a happy vaaion 
of almost forty yean, he thus addressed her who on the 
" Sand Hill '* descended the ladder to throw herself into his 
arms: — 

" HOTonber Utb, 1811. 

"Can it, my lovely Bessy, 

That trbm iwar fbrtgr jMiB ara {Hit, 

I still my lovely Bessy see 
Dearer aad dearer at tbc la^jt ? 

" Nor time, nor years, nor age, nor care. 
Believe me, lovely Bessy, will— 
Much as his frame Uiey daily wear — 
Affea (be liewrt tbat Besqr's stUL 

"fiASootfaUUri dimes I gave it thee.— 
la Sootland's Climes 1 tbiue obtaiu'd,— 
Oh. to tath other let tbem be 
, TruBbtlllanHRTaiwQbKragirin'd. 

'EUDOX." 

These stanzas having a higher merit than the finest ver- 
sification can claim, we ought not to criticise them severely; 
but it is impossible not to be astounded at their flatness, when 
we consider the theme, for it has been finely said of him, — 
*' the poetry of his life began and ended with Bessy." I sup- 
pose they have been given to the world to lessen the envy of 
mankind at his elevation, and to console the thousands who 
fail in the struggle of ambition, with the thought that at any 
rate they coidd write better verses. 

But we have a happier specimen of his talents in this line 
from his kinsman, Mr. S. W. Siirtees, who thns pleasantly 
introduces it:— '*0n some occasion, when going to call on 
Mr. Calcraft, who resided in the neighbourhood of Encombe, 
he saw, on passing through the grounds, two daughters of his 
friend and two other girls playing at ' see-saw ' — two at each 
end of an oak tree, which had been cut down. lie used, after- 
wards, laughingly to compliment one of the Misses Calcraft on 
the pretty ankle which he jjersisted that she had then revealed ; 
and he commemorated his own happy fortune in the following 
V8n socMf copied fiom the original in Lord Eldon's hand- 
writing: — 

> I almost eavy tbe deligbi whicb tbe faoettoui.— 1st Sdmon, l^f^ 
ftitnro biographw most ei^Joy in another O for the ven ds tocUtd, faeeHa, and ona 
generation, when, in recording the lives of of Lords I^yndhurst, Brougham, Cottenham. 
Lord Eidon's successors, be is interspersing Tmro, St. Leonards, and Granworth 1 1 1— 4tt 
their Judgmentaaiid ipeeoheBiii BuUament XMtUm, 1B5Y. 
with their metrical eAulMiB— tender and 
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In days of yore, as Roraan poets tell, 

One Veoos lov d in myrile groves to dwell : 

In modeni daji no I«m lima four agre« 

To consecrate to fame our oaken tree — 

Blest tree ! the monarch bhelter'd by thy arms 1 

The goddess tnm thy boa^ displays her charms." 



I have several times expressed deep regret that my ex- 
Chancellors did not employ their leisure in writing memoirs 
of themselves and their times ; but this feeling is much weak- 
ened by Lord Eldon's *' Anecdote Book," a sort oi autohioyraphy 
oompiled by him in bis old age. These Tales of a Grand- 
&tfaer" display muoh good humour, bat would place the nar- 
rator very low in the catalogue of Boyal and Noble Anthors." 
It is wonderful even how he fails on paper in Ihe jMn^ Une. 
In society he had been considered, as far as a large assortment 
of professional jokes went, to have been equal to some of the most 
successful diners oid — and the Prince Kcgent, no mean autho- 
rity, professed himself as much pleased with him as with 
Colman or Sir Walter Scott. But in the ** Ankcdotk Book " he 
is generally tedious, vapid, and pointless, — and if indicted in the 
Grand Ooorti on the Northern Ciioidt, for umaturdOy murdering 
his own jokes, — ^though perhaps aoqtdttod of the murder, he mnrt 
be found gnilfy of oonoealment^ 

The best specimen of Lord Eldon's literary powers is an 
inscription, designed by him for the tombstone of a Newfomid- 
land dog named G.£SAB, buried at Encombe : — 



• The Law Review, No. II. p. 276, gives 
the following specimens : — " Every one has 
heard of Seijean t Davy's Joke — that ' the far- 
ther be went to the West (of England), he was 
the more convinced the wise men came from 
the East.' The point is thus worn away in 
the Anecdote Book:— 'The Seijeant used to 
express no very high opinion of the talents 
of the men of that portion of the kingdom ; 
observing that it was most tme that ttw 
wise men came from the Ka»u' Seijeant 
Hill having a case laM before him with afee 
of one gtiinea, to eonfltrae • vety cramp de- 
vise in a will, answered that ' he saw more 
difflcnlty in the case than, under all the cir- 
comstances, he conld well solve, * itf d tog 
the jear and day. The case was returned tx> 
him with another guinea and his answer 
was. that ' he saw no reosoii to chaiig > his 
opbtlOB.* The Anecdote Book maki s him 
8ij, 'I don't answer each a case as this for a 



guinea,' whldi to both pointless and unpro. 
fesaional.— When a richly embroidered Jew 
was ol^Jected to by a seijeant as bail for a 
certain amoant, ft is known that Lord Mans- 
field said, ' Why, brother, he would bum for 
the Qoaey.' 'The book thus dilutes an ex- 
cellent |eat:>-* Don't waste onr time by ob- 
jecting to a gentleman with such a waiHtcoat 
—be would burn for more than the debC' " 
—The antiior of ttifai article ezplatau the ftcl 
that the Rtories in writing are " the ghosla, 
or rather mammies, of their originals," firon 
Lord Eldon's *'dlteaae of donbt and hesita- 
tion," whii h came upon him when he took 
the pen in his band ; but 1 should rather im- 
pute the ftdlnre to hfs entire nnaoqnalntanee 
with MritU'n romp««itli.>n. The ex-Cban 
oelior sitting down to write his " Anecdote 
Book^nuf beoooparad 10 a ikUfiai daneer 
all at once trytaig to swim. 
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■ Toil who wander hither, 
Pm8 not unheeded 
The spot where poor GiMir 
Ltedeporiled. 

ft 

He WM bom of New foundlmd pHoni } 

IBs vigihince, during many years, 
Was the safety of Eacumbc House : 
His talenU end mMmers were long 

The amusement and delight 

Of those who reaorted to it. 

Of his unshaken fidelity. 
Of hb cordial attachment 
To his master and his UiaSly, 
A just conception cannot 
Bti conveyed by language. 
Or formed, but by those 
Who intimately knew him. 

To his rank among created Iwlqgiii^ 
The power of reasoning is denied, 
Caesar manifested Joy 
For days before his master 
Arrived at Encombe : 
Cssar manifested grief 
For days t)efore his master left tL 
What name shiiii be givea 
To that faculty 
Which thus made expectation 

A sonrc'c of joy, — 
^7hicb thus made expectation 
A eoQToeof grief?" 

But it was in spoken facetiousness that he excelled. — Tf 
there wero allusions to the delays in Chancery in his time, 
he would tell a stoiy, which he had invented or embellibhed, 
of a very old lady, a Peeress, who came into Court in person 
when Lord Thnrlow was Chanoellor, to be examined tonch- 
ing her consent to the transfer of some property. This bosi* 
ness being done, Lord Thurlow told her he would not detain 
her. " But,'* said she, " I should be glad if your Lordship 
would let me stay a little longer, for my cause has now been 
in Coui-t eighty-two years, and 1 want to know hoAv they are 
goin<:^- on about settling it." Lord Eldon used to nay, " he 
would leave it to others to guess which first came to an end 
— the old lady or her cause." 

The following hit at a bishop (which he was eyer fond of) 
he himself related : — " Lord iDbnonghmore came to me upon 
the woolsack upon a day in which something was to pass on 
the Catholic question, and an eminent prelate it was under 
stood was to TOte with Donoughmore. Entering into oon- 
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versation with me, Loid Donoiighmore said, ' What say you 
to us now? We have got a great curd to-night.' 1 said, 
< A^hat card do yon mean? I know the Kasa is not with you ; 
there is no Queen ; there is only another great oard.' * Vdiat/ 
said Dononghmore, * the Right Heverend Prelate a Knave ! ' 
* You have called him so,* said I, ' I have not.* '* 

fie related the following anecdote, which may be taken as 
a fair specimen of the wit of the Court of George III. : — On 
one occasion I, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, and many 
other Lords, ^veie with George 111., when his Maj(^s^y ex- 
claimed, ' I dare say I am the first King whose Archbishop of 
Canterbury and whose Chancellor had both run away with 
their wives — "ma it not so, GhaacelloT ? * ' May it please your 
Majesty, will yon ask the Arohbishop that question first ? * 
answered I. It turned the langh to my side, for all the Lords 
were beginning to titter." ^ 

He retained the relish he had acquired at University Col- 
lege for bad puns. When suffering from the gout in both Jeet 
■ — where, thongh painful, it is not dangerous, he said, " he 
did not much mind gout below the knee — provided it were ' ne 
plus ultra ! ' ** 

He caused a lond laugh while the old Duke of Norfolk was 
£i8t asleep in the House of Lords, and amusing their Lord- 
ddps with "that tnneful Nightingale, his Nose,*' by announc- 
ing firom the woolsack, with solemn emphasis, that the Com- 
mons had sent up a Bill for inclosing and dividing Great 
Snorixo in the county of Norfolk ! " 

A Counsel at the Chancery Bar, by way of denying collu- 
sion, suspected to exist between him and the Counsel repre- 
senting another party, having said, " My Lord, I assure your 
Lordship there is no understanding between us,'' the Chan- 
cellor observed, I once heard a Squire in the House of Com- 
mons say of himself and another Squire, ' We have never, 
through life, had but one idea between us^' but I tremble for the 
suitors when I am told that two eminent practitioners at my 
Bar have no understanding between them ! " 

Mr. Pierce Egan, the author of Boxiana," having pleaded 
his own cause, and succeeded — about the granting of an 
Injunction, — was beginning a long speech to thank him for his 

b The Ty)rd Privy Seal, the late Enl of IfdMd they should not be entitled to a pen- 

WMtmoreland. had done the mne. lioii; bot it was said that " all the others 

• When the Welsh Jurisdiction was aboai had penioitt franted to fbem hraMM ditgr 

to be abolished, two Jud^res were appointed had bMD ^poinlld toflkOMl my Mlllfal'lfaild 

with an underttanding that if it was abo- ii^* . 

yoL. X. u 
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patience and impartiality, when tlie Chancellor cut short the 
eulogy by exdiuining, Mr. Egan, you have gained all you 
want, and the sooner yon take your om had and mine oiU of 
CAoncwy the better !" 

Wheneyer it was indicated, by a peculiar elevation of his 
eye-brow, that he meant to be jocular, it is said that the 
gentlemen of the Chancery Bar were thrown into an ecstasy 
of mirth, and those most anxious to have the " ear of the 
Court" were 01 lilty, by premeditation, of seemingly involun- 
tary indecorum." 

** Well could they laugh, with counterfeited glM. 
At all bis Jokes, for mauy a Joke h«d he." 

The greatest display of wit in the Court of Chancery, 
while he presided there, was on the memorable day when 
Metcalfe v. T/iompson was decided/ This was an application 
to dissolve an injunction against an invasion of the plaintiff's 
patent for hair-brashes, the mvention being, that some of the 
hairs should be long and others short. No Coxmsel appearing 
for the plaintiff, the Chancellor said, ** This injunction must 
be brushed off, unless some Counsel be had in a few minutes 
to support it."— The brush of an old wig-maker being pro- 
duced on behalf of the defendant, and being the same to a 
hair as the plaintiiF s bnish, the Chancellor f^aid, waggishly, 
•*Is it a Fox's brush? [alluding to a well-known old hair- 
dresser in the Temple.j This old brush, Mr. Treslove, is 
latibier an odd sort of a thing ; but when you and I get as 
old, and our tresses have been as well worn as these, we shall 
look, perhaps, quite as antique." Mr. Treslove : " My Lord, 
I advised my client not to sAtw hu^ hnishj* — ^LoBD Chanckli.or : 
" There, I must sa^, that you being a pursuer was at faults 
for if an injunction is granted by this Court, the article on 
which the injunction is granted must bo lodged with the 
^^aster. I remember, in a case of xcasfe., that a person who 
made an affidavit, actually affixed his oak trees to his affidavit, 
to show the Court of what nature the trees were.*' — The in- 
junction was dissolved, amidst peals of laughter, that were 
heard all over Westmizister Hall. 

d As the language of flie ''ring" la now * I mjadfha'veactQanf seen one gentleman 

nearly obsolete, perhaps I ought to oxrLiin so comport himself in tlie Court of Kiiiu's 

that, when a boxer bad his antagonist's bead Bench under the jokes of Lord EUenborough. 

Cut under Ms Mm, so tbat he eonld pommd f Thts aflbrds a striking contrsst to th* 

it as severely and as long as he pleased, the " Dumb Day in the COOrtof CknillMllPlaUk 

helpless victim's head was said to be " In JMU^ VoL IV., p. 300. 
Cbsnoeiy.'* 
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Lord Eldon, in allnaion to Lord Stowell*8 love of good 
things, which induced him to dine in the Temple Hall, at 
^5, by way of a whet for an 8 o'clock dinner at the ^est-end 
of the town, would say, *' My brother takes regular exercdse 

twice a day — in eating;^' — but Lord Stowell had his revenc^e 
by saying good-humouredly, " My brother will drink any 
given quantity of wine," — and being asked what the Chancellor 
killed when he went out shooting, at Encombe, by answering 
" He kiUa—time:* 

Perhaps we may admire Lord Eldon's pleasantly more 
when he did not aim at wit. Travelling the circuit with a 
companion, who, according to a custom not uncommon in 
those days, always carried piatds with him and placed them 
under his pillow, they slept one night at an inn, and at dawn 
of day Mr. Scott discovered in his bed-room a man's figure, 
t^eemingly dressed in black. The intruder being shai'ply 
challenged, said, *' Please your honour, 1 am only a poor 
sweep, and I believe I've come down the wrong chimney." 
** My friend," was the reply, " yon have come down the right, 
— ^for I give you sixpence to buy a pot of beer, and the gen- 
tleman in the next room sleeps with pistols under his pillow, 
and had you paid him a visit he would have blown your 
brains out." 

Once when he was looking at his own picture in the Ex- 
hibition, two lively damsels placed themselves befure him, 
and began to criticise it, the one observing to the other, " I 
am sure, my dear, we have seen enough of that stem-looking 
Chancellor, so let us go on," — whereupon he observed to 
tiiem, with his best bow, And yet, young ladies, if you know 
him, he would be happy to convince you that he is really a 
good-tempered old gendeman.*' 

On the accession of her present Majesty, he had turned his 
80th year. Being still able occasionally to take exercise on 
foot, he was walking in St. James's-strcet, where a crowd had 
gathered to see the carriages of some gentlemen going to the 
Palace with an address. Amidst the throng he felt the hand 
of a man in one of his pockets ; but as it luckily was not that 
which contained his purse, he contented himBelf with the 
ihiefs disappointment, and quietly turning; to him, said, 
'* Ah I my mend, you were wrong there : this other was the 
side where the grab lay." 

It is almost with unmixed satisfaction that we behold Lord 
Eldon in private life. He had not a particle of the pomposity 

U 2 
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which in former times I have seen displayed by puisne 
Judges when they mixed with the world. To him might 
truly be ]>aid the compliment of Tacitus to Agricola, " Ubi 
officio fiatihfactum nulla ultra potestatis persona.*' He who 
had lately been seen under the bushv honours of his flowing 
wig, presiding in the Court of Cxumoery or the House of 
Lords, was here transformed into the light-hearted, simple- 
minded playfellow of his own dogs and his bailififs children. 
On the first day after his arrival at Encomho, he would sud- 
denly jump np in the dra"wing-rooni, and, dancing a step to 
a tune of his own singint!;, would ob.s< i-ve with a smile to the 
family party around, " iou don't know the luxury of playing 
the fool." » 

When he had written his Teraes on Miss Caroline Calcraft's 
ankle, he was crowned by the young ladies with a wreath 
hearing this inscription — 

"Imtead ofpowlti'd cnris, let ivy tmfm 
Around tint head M ftiU of CMoliM : * 

he himself entering into their fun with all the zest of boyish 
firoHo. — **Nor was his graciousness reserved only for his 
&mily. Mends, and fitYOUxites : it was with him an habitual 
benevolence, extending to all who came in contact with him. 
There was no farming upon royal and noble persons, nor 
ost-entation of condescension to private men : he talked as 
frankly and as coiirteously with a tenant, a clerk, a servant, 
a stranger, according to their respective relations to him, as 
with a Prince of the blood : preserving always a deiju'aiK)iir 
which was free alike from alVectation and from assumption, 
and in which natural dignity was tempered with unfailing 
good-hmnour." ^ 

We could wish, for the sake of himself as well as others, 
that the " Litera^ hnmaniores " had been allowed to interest, 
enlighten, and refine him : but in all his correspondence for 
iifty years, I trace only two allusions to books. During the 
(^hristmas before ho surrendered the Great Seal, which ho 
was obliged to S2)end in London, he wrote to his grandson, 
"If I had my gnn in my hand, accompanied by Bill and Co,^ 
at Encombe, I should defy the gout's preventing me to-day 
exhibiting the ardour and vigour that I could have displayed 
half a century ago in the field. 'It is wiser,' Pennington 
would say, ' to sit musing over the authors and the papeis; ' 

» fUiri^es. Xi. 2:2. h Twlas, ch. Uiii, 
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80, as a prudent one, I am hunting for amtHBement and sport 
in the vohmies and pages of the ])nhlication8 of the day, and 
of the days of yore — of the modem and the ulden times.*" 
But I suspect that he found this a poor suhstitute for 
frightening the partridges, and that he speedily laid it aside 
for a gossip wiUi an old attorney. — ^However, onee again, m 
the year 1834, when he had been seven years ont of office, 
he wrote to his grandson : I now and then peep into my 
old school books. I find TuUy abusing his countermen, as 
heartily as I am grumbling at mine for their ruinous piactices 
and projectn, to make the wealthy part of the people change 
places with the poorer orders, and to convince the latter that 
exchange is not robbery, though all is parted with on one 
side, and nothing on the other taken." — Yet, if he had looked 
into the treatise De Officiis," I belieye he would have ex- 
pected to find bow the ''MasterB* Office,'' and the ''Six 
Glerka* Office," were regulated under the Roman Prater. 

Attending public worship in the country, he tried, though 
ineffectually, to revive his recollection of Greek— of which 
he gives this account: "I took up to Church on Sunday a 
little old Greek Testament, hoping to read in Greek when the 
clergyman was reading the second lesson in English, — having 
strong spectacles too ; — but my eyes are so altered that 1 
found they would not do, and that i must employ my ears 
only for instruction of this sort^" 

He had never been, or desired to he, out of England, unless 
when he ran off with his bride tx> Scotland, — and he had no 
taste for any of the fine arts. Ko painting interested him, 
unless perhaps the portrait of a fiiend — of which he judged 
only by the likeness. In the long depending '* Opera case," 
which to his horror placed him sometimes in the .situation of 
the manager of a theatre, and application having been made 
which rendered it necessary for him to inquire into the 
proper rate of remuneration to bo allowed for certain piin- 
cipal singers, and especially for Madame Catalaai (the Jtamj 
Lmd of that day), he said, jocularly, in pronouncing bis order. 
For my own part, I would not give five shillings to hear her 
sing for six months together." ^ 

With respect to cards, he knew spades from clubs, and 

f SSod Jamuty, 1827. "Well, I doot deny baTliig wM ic; Imt 

k This doctrine, which was bla/.oned In which of yon would listen, on any t<'nii8, to 

tiie newspapers, brought many gibes upon the bes^ singer in the world /or tix nwnthi 

hbn from bis innsiail friends When hard togeOurt** 
pniMd, he OM day Uina defended blnieoif : 
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hearts from diamonds, and it was rumoured that he had 
learned the rudiments of whist, but he was certainly alto- 
gether ignoiant of all other games, even the most common and 
simple* **Thi8 led, on one occasion, to a latfaer laughable 
scene at the palace of King Geoi^ III. The royal party were 
playing at * commerce ; * and, through Lord Eldon's bad luck 
or bad play, he had soon forfeited his three liyes. In perfect 
ignorance, however, that this catastrophe should have been 
the signal for his retiring from the contest, Ijord Eldon kept 
his seat at the table and continued playing. At last Queen 
Charlotte, perceiving that all his counters were gone, sud- 
denly addressed him, — * My Lord Chancellor, you are dead ! ' 
Ezpostalation proving Tain, and Lord Eldon, to his own di- 
version, and that of we company, being made to understand, 
that, thoagh physically alive and well, he was metaphorically 
defunct, they proceeded in their game without his being fur- 
ther allowed to join in it." " 

Unlike his brother Lord Stowell, who visited and revisited 
every exhibition in London, he cared nothing for sights^ and 
never was detected at Panorama, Diorama, show of Wild 
Beasts," or levee of Mysterious Lady. Once, however, his 
curiosity actually made him prefer pleasure to business. 
During a visit of Lord and Lady Eldon in 1805 to Mr. 
Faner, at Eltham, it happened that me Ocean, a ninety-eight 
gun ship, was to be launched at Woolwich : and arrange- 
ments were made that the whole pady should go to witness 
the sight. On the morning of the day on which the launch 
was to take place, a letter by express was brouprht to Lord 
Eldon at the breakfast table. \V'hen he had read it, he said 
it was a summons to a Cabinet Council. The company all 
expressed their hopes that he would not be under the neces- 



**No, I will not go; because, though I may attend other 
Cabinet Oouncilst I never can have another opportunily of 
seeing the Ocean launched." So he went ynJQi them, and 
" made a day of it." 

His p^-roat dclig;ht was in the Court of Chancery, — although 
towards the commencement of the long vacation he was 
both satiated and fatigued with his enjoyments there, and 
even foimd a bagpipe a relief. Thus he wrote on Sunday, the 

^ Anecdote relatM by thft pment Bwl Of might be r<^ported of blm, aa of Ixjrd Chari- 
fiAdon. Twias, ch. xxi. * cellor Guilfurd« \hixt " be bad been ridiitg oa 

* Fntftps b» mlglil be aftald that it •ibtaioenQt* 




With a smile he replied. 
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1st of August, 1824: — have some, and no small oomfort 
UKlay, in haying mj org^ of hearing relieved from the 
eternal din of the tongues of Counsel. I am sometimes 
toimented by the noise ot Lady Gwydir's Scotchmen playing 
under my windows upon the Scotch instrument vulgarly 
called the bagpipes ; but there is music in that droning 
instrument compared to tlie battle of laAvj'crs' tongues. This, 
however, I must get through, somewhat more, before they 
can be silenced." 

When he had any leisure in London he spent it in gossip, 
— ^preferring ihe sooiety of inferiors and dependants. He was 
not a elnbable man," and instead of imitating Thurlow by 
glaiiatorial exerdtations, on equal terms with such men as 
Burke, Johnson, and Home Tooke, he gathered round him 
Dick Wilson, the attorney, Smith, the Accountant- General, 
anc his old crony Campbell, the Master in Chancery, tn 
listen to his stories — of which he was himself always the 
hen." This taste not only made him egotistical, but gradually 
weakened his discrimination between the actual and the 
idtd. To add to the effect of his naxiatives, he imagined oir- 
ounstanoes whieh, by frequent repetition, he himself firmly 
belnved. Thus only can we aoconnt for his exaggeration of 
hisearly difficulties, the representation of his pecuniary losses 
by accepting office, and various other verbal statements, at 
vaiiance with written documents under his own hand. In 
paliation, I must observe, that he confined himself to what 
he called " white lies," and that whether speaking trutk, 
or using a little liberty with it, he was ever free frou 
mdignity. ' 

When in the oountxy he amused himself with feeding his 
digs and following the game. He professed a great con- 
tempt for battues, which he pronounced to be unsportsmanlike. 
Bit the lovers of these massacres had their revenge by assert- 
iig that the Lord Chancellor, despairing of killing birds on 
tie wing, would fire at partridges and pheasants on the 

" '•^Vhether omot Lord KMon were un- P An old arquaintance of his writes tome: 

xHUng to h&ve^ faa U* boon of relaxatloD* "That he yv&s a most engagiug companiQik I 

1ft havdl-traiitad Intelleet illtl kept upon Hie need not tell you ; thoroughly good-natured, 

.tretch, certain it Is that he did not generally very desirous to please, and not indifTerent 

aelect bis more familiar associates from men to tlie reputaUon of bonAomie. In tnitii, be 

of commanding ability. They were, tor was rather emtgeaiU of Inoenae; and thoae 

the most part, worthy fellows, who had a who burned it to him nioBt prufiiaely, how- 

vast rci^t fir him, oonld tell or Uaten to a ever coarsely and smokily, weie the moat io 

Riicid«toc3r,aiidcndcwUb hlD A Joka (ir A biftllkliiis.' 
bottto afsHon." Su rtm, 194. 
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srouDcl, and he certainly always went oat witib Bis gon and 
dog alone —expressing mnoh cbagrin if he was followed or 
watched. On his return home he would sometimes show his 
hag pretty well filled,— leaving it douhtful whether he had 
taken the birds by descent or by purchase. He used to declare 
that he was far from being so good a shot in later life as 
when a young Oxonian, without a (jnalijication. " l»y tbe 
time I got a (/'uifijirtitv))),'' said he, " I found myself dii^qnalijied''* 
Being invited in the autumn of 1822 by Sir Robert Peel 
to visit him at Lulworth, and to shoot over a well-btocted 
manor, he answered: — **A8 to my gun, I dare not expose 
myself as a sportsman — a wretched sportsman, — any whare 
but at home.*' 

He wandered about the fields wearing an old shabby jacket 
— generally gaiters — though sometimes top-boots, and a 
weather-beaten hat — so that his official dignity could little he 
guessed at by strangers. 

An old friend of his has connnunicated to me the following 
story of the great danger in which the Lord High Cham elor 
of Great Britain once was of being had up before a magistiate 
as a poacher : — I heard that Lord ISldon was spending a tew 
days with his friend Mr. W., whose domain was very rtral 
and pretty, but not extensive ; and on calling on him theie I 
found him in his usual suit of black, with the addition ofhis 
well-known travelling topped boots, and with an old shotlelt 
over his shoulder. His countenance at once convinced tne 
that he had somewhat amusing to tell, and with an air of 
assumed alarm he related an adventure in which he had jist 
played a princijjal part. ' I imfortunately crossed a lane in 
pursuit of my game, and in the second field from this lane I 
was accosted by a powerful and almost savage-looking fiinnc, 
who challenged me as the poacher for whom he had long ben 
looking. I at once acknowlcvilged that I might have made a, 
mistake as to his land, and offered to turn back immediately^ 
hut this did not at all pacify him, for puttinsr himself in frori 
of mo he declni-ed that 1 should not stir till he knew wh. 
I wjus and wheie to be found. I tried to evade giving i 
description of myself by renewed offers of departure and a 
promise not to return ; but this did but increase his violence, 
and so I was at last forced to acknowledge that I was the 
Lord Chancellor, — a oommtmication which was so far from 
allaying his ire that it did bnt increase its fuiy, for in Ian- 

4 ItaAMSS 
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guage wliicli looked very like earnest, he swore that of all the 
impudent antswers he ever got, mine was the most impudent, 
and I Yerilj believe he would have laid hands on me if my 
tall footman (one of the finest young men I ever saw) had' 

not come up to us and addressed nie as my Lord." 

However, in Dorsetshire be was regarded with vast venera- 
tion, — which, according to the following anecdote related by 
himself, was felt not only by dogs and horses, but by animals 
ferce natures. " When out shooting at Encombe we went 
through a field where a boy was employed to drive ofi" the 
crows and rooks from new*sown wheat I perceived the boy 
following us in our sport at least a mile from that field. 
* My boy/ said I, ' how came you to leave your woik ?— the 
birds will g^t all the wheat.' — *0h no, my Lord,' said the 
boy, * they saw your Lordship in the field, and they won't 
daro come again, now they know your Lordship has been 
there.' " ' 

ITe was rather a strict pre6ei'\'er of his game, although 
always dispofccd to act good-humoiiredly to tre.- passers when 
he personally came in contact with them. **One day," he 
said, " as I was with my dog and gun on my grounds in my 
usual shooting attire, I heard two reports in an adjoining 
field, and saw what appeared to be, as m fact they afterwards 

? roved, two gentlemen. I accosted them with * Gentlemen, 
apprehend you have not Lord Kldon's permission to shoot 
on his gronnds ? ' — to which one of them replied, 'Oh, per- 
mission is IK it necessary in our case.' ' Maj^ J venture to ask 
why. gentlemen ?' 1 said. — 'Because we flushed our birds 
on other gi ound, and the law entitles us to follow our game 
any where ; if you ask your master, Lord Eldon, he'll tell 
you that is the law* Whereupon I said, * I don't think it will 
be neoessaiy to trouble him on that account, since, to tell you 
the truth, I am Lord El don myself! ' They instantly sought 
to apologise ; but I added, — ^'Come, gentlemen, our meeting 
has begun in good humour, and so let it end — pursue your 
pleasure on my grounds — only next time don't be q^uite so 
positive in your law,' " • 

' This knowledge of the Donetahlre crows cume close up to the housee, and aeek Owlr 

of the Ix^nl Chancellor's power to grant an food within a few yards of the farmer and 

injunction ogainbl tbeir trespassing on the his men, — discovering the recurrence of the 

new-sown wheat, may be credible affeor the sacred day from the tinging of tbe belU and 

xmdoubted fact that, in Scotland, the crows, the discontinnance of labour in the fields,— 

who take such good care to keep out of gun* and imowiug that while it lasts thej ar* 

fhoi CD every "to wfal dtf," on the ^bbath safe. Sortees, W8. 
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He one day required a half-pay captain to show his oer- 

tificate. ** Who are you?" said the trcspafiser: " I suppose, 
one of old Bags' keepers?" "No," replied the Chanoellor, 
^vith a smile, I am. old Bags himself; " and they parted good 

friends. 

He never appeared on horsehack after having grown to 
man's estate, although he had actually fuUowed the hounds 
when a buy. " I left off hunting," said he, " becauiie 1 hiid a 
fiaXl one day, when in full cry on Newcastle Moor. I wished 
to clear a broad and deep ditch, but my horse fell in, and I 
tumbled avet him, — ^when there was a great chanoe of m3^ 
being presided over by the Coroner, instead of presiding over 
the House of Lords. Since then I have trusted to vAe^^ 
and, above all, to m?/ own legs.*' 

There is souie abatement from the admiration w^ith which 
we are disposed to view him as a private citizen. Mr, Sur- 
tees, after alluding to his "permanent personal prejudices 
and resentments," adds, " That he, on some matters, was 
amdons to exact from his &mily a submission of their judg- 
ment to hia own, incompatible with proper independence : — 
that his tenderness was changed for anger, his confidence for 
distrust, the moment that he considered his interest or his 
authority to be invaded — is a statement which cannot he dis- 
puted." ' — It is said that lie would not allow his eldest son, 
who was a very sound Tory, any liberty of choice as to the 
section of the Tory party to which he might attach liimself, or 
any freedom even of criticising the measures of Government, 
•— ^VVhen his daughter-in-law was left a yoimg and blooming 
widow, with a single ohild, he was indignant at her entering 
into a second matnmonial connection, long after the year of 
grief had expired, with a gentleman eveiy way most unex- 
ceptionable. — ^Although he himself had run away with Miss 
Surtees and was ritlicr proud of this exploit— when his eldest 
daughter, Lady Elizabeth, gave her hand, without his consent, 
to an ardent lover of respectable character and good educa- 
tion, but not of much wealth, years rolled away before he 
would forgive her. Although Lord Encombe ever testified 
for him the warmest affection and the most devoted submis- 
sion, he latterly beheld him with jealousy, suspecting that 
«» the servants at Enoombe rather looked to their future than 
their present master ; " and he himself regarded him " more 
m the light of an immediate successor than in that of a 

> Smneei^ TSl. 
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young companion ; " — insomuch, that he capriciously made an 
alteiatdon in his 'will, preferrmg the descendants of his own 
daughterB to the daughters of his grandfion. But "witli saoh 
slight ezceptioDs, ooourrmg in the lapee of three quarters 
of a century, he was most exemplary in all the relations of 
'domestio life. We have seen his pious respect for the 
worthy "hoastman," his father; and we may guess how 
strong; was his afloction for the good lady his mother, from 
observing that his elevation to the peerage only seemed to 
please him because it would make her happy. W e read of 
few things, in history or fiction, more touching than the long 
attachment between the two hiothers, Jolm and William 
Soott, never relaxed in adyersit^, nor in prosperity, which 
is still more trying. WhaJt they were to each other when 
under the care of Mr. Moises, at the free grammar-school at 
Newcastle, they continued when they were presented to the 
King at the same levee, the one as King's Advocate, the other 
as Solicitor-General — when they were raised to the highest 
judicial offices, the one as Judge of the Admiralty, the other 
as Lord Chancel lor — when they both sat together in the 
hereditary branch of the legislature, as much honoured as if 
they had derived their tides fiom a long line of illustrions 
ancestors — and in extreme old age, when, haying retired 
from office, they were approaching the confines of second 
ohildhood. Although the elder brother had suffered the 
greatest share of mental decay, yet he occasionally continued 
sensible of the undiminished tenderness with which " Jack" 
still watched over him. " It is related of Lord Stowell, that 
a short time before his death, having, in the deepening twi- 
light of his powers, submitted to a less genial regimen, on 
a visit from his brother he resumed his glass: and as he 
qnafied, the light of early days flashed npon his oyer-wrought 
brain — its ini^er chamber was irradiated with its ancient 
splendour — and he told old stories with all that exqmsite 
felicity which had once charmed young and old, the care- 
worn and the fair — and talked of old friends and old times 
with more than the happiness of middle life."" On this oc- 
casion, probably the last time they ever met, Lord Eldon, 
delighted with the gleam of intellect which he witnessed, rose 
fi oni his chair, embraced Lord Stowell, and imprinted a kiss 
upon his forehead. 

(joarterljr Bevieir, voL Uxv. p. 6. Said to be from Um pen of mj friend Seijcaat T*l' 
^ - ■ 
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Bat the constancy of his passion for Bessy is his brightest 
distinction. The devotion of the most ardent suitor conld 
not exceed that which he continued to show her to the end of 
her days. He was never weary of referring to the period of 
their obscurity and poverty as the happiest of his life; *' for 
tlien," said he, *' we were all in all to each other, and she 
did much for me, which has never been so well done since." 
In his elevation, her happiness was his first care. 'Sot even 
the blandishments of royal favour were enjoyed by him, if 
they separated him from home and Lady Eldoa. Paitly from 
ill health, partly from shyness, partly from pennrions habits 
contracted in straitened circnmstances, die hid a great disHke 
of giving entertainments, and he cheerfully renounced visit- 
ing society for her sake, and incurred the imputation of 
stinginess. In Hamilton Place, they must have seemed to 
an inmate to live for each other as much as in Serlo Street. 
*' She cut his hair, urrann;ed his linen and clothes for dress, 
and stole to the window when he went out, to see, so neat in 
all his arrangements, the Chancellor pats by. His indulgence 
to every wish she might form was unbounded."" **The 
influence of Lady Eldon over her husband, always great, 
seemed only to increase with her age. On the event of her 
death, Loid. Eldon seemed crushed with grief; and tiliough 
he afterwards rallied, he ever continued to mourn her loss, 
constant in son-ow as in love." 

It must be admitted that hy so closely conforming; to Lady 
Eldon's taste, he nejyjlected a public duty (although not one of 
the hi<;he.st older), for the great emoliUKents of the riiancellor 
are given to him (amonj^ other good jmrpcjscs) that he may 
maintain Uie exterior dignity of his office, and exercise hos- 
pitality for the benefit <^ the profession over which he pre- 
sides, and consequently for the geneial good. But Lord 
Loughborough's two magnificent coaches, in all respects 
equipped alike, without which he never appeared in public, 

« To show his consideration for her, the I Aowed her the turbot, and told her what a 

foUowing anec<|()te was circuhiUHl ; but I be- bargain we had got. She said it teat tc^ 

liave it to be pare invention. When about worlk a guinea, and I let her h.nvo it for tlia r 

to give a Cabinet dinner, he himself ordered taaaey." He preserved his temper ; uud nex i 

a fine tarbot, which co«t a ^niinra mid a half, day, when the Cabinet dinner was to be 

but which he totd her be had gut a great bar- given, turbots being scarce, ho cuuld nut get a 

gain, at half a guinea. When he came home nice one under two guineas. Stilt he was as 

at night, she said, " .My <i. ar J<;hn. I have gixjd-humoured to her as when he ran donii 

been doing sumetbing for the family Unlay aa to Fleet Market to buy slqiean'orth uf nmta 

well aa you, for our old frieDd Mrs. ■ fiur her supper. 

haviagGaUediipoDmewban you wen gone, r8arteea»ieT 
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were now changed Ibr one old battered carriage, whicli might 

have been picked up at a neighbouring hackney coach stand, 
and the ChEmcellor " working the Great Seal with a pair d 
horses/' one of them having fallen lame, the Clavis Reqni 
was actually known to have made its ]^ro^re8s to and from 
We.stminster Hall in a "jai-\'y." By all fuinior Chancellors 
levees had been held, which not only brought together the 
senior and junior members of the Bar, but gave them the 
opportunity of mixii^ with eminent literary and political 
onaracters, of enlarging their ideas, and of polishing their 
maimers. These were now entirely discontinued, as being 
attended with tronble and expense. Worse remains bc liind. 
We know that ever since the time of Sir Christopher Hatton 
(and the probability is that the " good and approved usage** 
might be traced back to the Anglo-Saxons), the liolder of the 
Great Seal had entertained at dinner the Judges, the King's 
Serjeants, the Attorney and Solicitor-General, the l^encbers 
of the Jnus of Court, and tlie officers of the Court of Chancery, 
— ^they in return praising his Mrine snd his equity : But no 
Jndge, no King's Serjeant, no Attorney or SoUoitor-General, 
no Bencher en an Inn of Oonrt, no officer of the Court of 
Chancery over placed his knees under the dinner table of 
Lord Chancellor Eldon.' In consequence, although the soundr 
ness of his judgments could not be carped at, his modus ope- 
ramli was severely criticised ; the arrear of his canines was 
magnified, being measured by the arrear of his dinners, and 
the most extravagant stories were circulated of his desire of 
money, and his unwillingness to part with it. 

In truth, there was no foundatica either for the one ehai^ 
or the oiher, beyond the advice he once jocularly gave to a 
gentleman at tiie Bar, who, being appointed a Master in 
Chancery, oonralted him as to whether he should resign the 

■ W* Men, bowevMv tint be could CUriiwt dlmiM; fbat be Invited btaNdf to 

give dinners to royal personages in p-oat Ane yeetadl^ OB the MnVft.** 

style; sdA tUnkiog Uiat the sUbility of *■ June ICtb, 1833. 

Oe Govmnneiit depended on good Cabinet "Oiibtnet dfnner irant off anuuringly well I 

dimien, bit were tbe belt going. Thus he Mamnia had ^ii-octod things in rnpital style, 

^tes: I have seen no such doings at any other 

**'Svw, S3id, im Iffarfater'a.'' 

" We are an well, wife, and quiet, only in 5^ the account of tlu se d .irigs only 

a fuss, tbe morning after our Cabinet dinner, aggnveted oor discontent in Westminster 

which was by far the handsomest that any Hell. Even tbe grave RoniHIy (Aeerved, on 

Minister has fpven in my time. Mamma Sir Thomas Plunier pi ving a scries of dinners 

really did ibis most magnificently." whenappointed Master ol tbw Rolls, - Verily. 

(••Nov.ttat.) heiadcaring awafthe afiMn «f tfc» Lud 

"Sir William heaid ao mnch of my Chanceilor." 
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valuable appointment of Counsel to Queen Anne's Bounty. 

I should advise you to do no Booh, thing : the true rule, I 
£uicy, is to get what yoa can, and kee^ what yon haTo." ' In 
his own practice, he never did any thing nn&irly to increase 
his profits, and he gave away money with great llberalily. 
Like all men in eminent station, he had many more demands 
upon liim for pecuniary assistance than it was possible for any 
fortune to supply. " I have received letters from strangers," 
said he, "asking relief on eveiy imaginable gi-ound. One 
man from a prison candidly stated that he had behaved so 
excessively ill that nobody who knew him, and none of his 
relations, wonld assist mm; and therefore he hoped that 1 
would." Bnt he did not refuse assistance to those who had 
peculiar claims upon him, and he would be generous without 
any solicitation. Being called upon to decide whether a veiy 
old and respectable solicitor, of the name of Edmunds, was 
not liable to refund a sum of 82^. which he had incautiously 
paid, he said, " I have no doubt that Mr. Edmunds is liable, 
hut he is near the latter end of liis life ; and I know him to be 
a very worthy man ; an order upon him to pay would disturb 
the close of Lis life, and I have made up my mind to pay the 
money myself." So he gave a check for 100?., the excess 
being to cover the interest from the payment being so long 
delayed. 

I cannot put down to the score of charity, as has been done 
by his biographers, the 2500/. a year which he was called upon 

to contribute to the salary of the Vice-Chancellor ; receiving 
fees on all business done in the Court of Chancery, he was 
lucky in not being required to pay tlie whole: but he may 
claim some merit for indemnifying, out of a fund which was 
his, the officers of the Court, whose incomes were injured by 
an Older which he made — the amount during his Oliancellor- 
ship rising to nearly 80,000{. 

Mr, Belt, a gentleman of the Chancery Bar, happened to 
mention, in Lord Eldon's hearing, that he had prepared, with 
great labour, some Notes on the reports of the elder Vesey. 
— "You should publish them," said the Cliancellor. "My 
Lord," replied IMr. Belt, *' I have offered them to the book- 
sellers ; but they will not take the risk of the printing, and I 
cannot afford it myself." *' The Notes ought not to be lost," 
rejoined Lord Eldon : •* let me know what the printing would 

* ** For why I Because the good old rule That they should take who ha*^ the power 

Suffloeftflwint dM^pteplm, And they dimld keep who on.'* 
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cost." On learning llie probable expense, which was esti- 
mated at 2002., Lord Mdon sent Mr. Belt* a check for tibat 
amount. The work was snoceBsful ; and when it had repaid 

its expenses, Mr. Belt came to Lord Eldon, and proposed to 
repay him the 200^ No, no, Mr. Belt," said the Chan- 
cellor : I wish to have the pleasure of maldng your work' a 
present to the profession.** 

One day, while he was Chancellor, more suo he took a 
hackney coach to coiivey him from Downing-street, where 
he had been attending a Cabinet, to his own residence ; and, 
having a pressing appointment, he alighted hastily from the 
vehicle, leaving papers containing important Government 
secrets behind Mm. Some hours after, the driver discovered 
the packages, and took them to Hamilton Place unopened, 
when his Lordship desired to see the coachman, and after a 
short interview, told him to call again. Tlie man called a 
few days afterwards, and was then informed that he was no 
longer a servant, but the owner of a hackney coach, — which 
his Lordship had, in the mean time, given directions should 
be purchased and presented to him, together with three horses, 
— as a reward for his honour and promptitude. 

His name seldom appeared in public subscriptions, but he 
quietly gave assistance to gentlemen in reduced circumstances, 
who had seen better days : in such cases the parties relieved 
were often kept in ignorance of the source from which their 
succour flowed. 

He was an excellent landlord and a kind master, enjoying 
the great good will of all his officers and attendants.*' I may 
even mention, that although, when he lost Lady Eldon, it was 
too late to begin a new course of life by entering into mixed 
sode^, he thenceforth was in the habit of having parties of 
his relations living in the house with him both in town and 
ootmtry, — and the consideration of expense was never allowed 
to inteifere with the attainment of any object which a reason- 
able man in his circumstances would desire. 

Among his peculiarities was a habit, which, though interest- 
ing to strangers, was sometimes rather honngio those who lived 
much with him, of relating and considerably exaggerating the 
difficulties of his early career. \Vhen presiding at his dinner 
table in ifaniilton i*lace, and cai-ving a leg of mutton, he had 
great delight in relating how long such a joint served him and 

b Mr. Pensam, his Secretary of Bankrupts, assisted bis biogiiapbers In doing Jnstlce ta 
WMhIs ttmmed IHand, and Ims mateiially Usaanoiy. 
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Bessy in Serle Street, and the Tarions shapes In which it 

appeared throughont the week. A lady once having called him 
a Dandy for wearing broad (Vliitterlings of fine cambric, most 
delicately plaited, arid asked who was his laundress ? his reply 
was, " My dear Madam, they are not, in my opinion, to be 
compared to those wliich 1 had in the days of my poverty, 
when 1 was not able to employ a laundress, and all was done 
for mo by her fingers," (^pointing to Lady E.J And then he 
would go on to im\ stones of Poor Jack Scott," and how 
prond he was when first permitted to he the hearer of the haJf 
guinea which paid for his quarterns schooling. 

He retained his early taste for homely fare. Sir John 
Leach, aiming at high fashion, having engaged a French oook 
of great celebrity, invited the Lord Chaneellur to dine with 
him, and begged that he would name any ''plat " of which he 
was particularly fond. The reply was, " Liver and bacon." 
Sir John was highly incensed, thinking that this was a preme- 
ditated insult on him and his artiste ; but was much soothed, 
thongh still a little shocked to be aooessoiy to snoh vulgarity, 
when told that Ihis same *^plat** had been provided l>r the 
Lord Chancellor by the Prince Begent at Brighton : 

**S» Oere he Mt itnck, like a hone In • poond, 
Whtte Um taeon md Uver went merrUlj round." 

Lord Eldon disliked French wines almost as mnch as French 
principles, and abjuring such thin potations as claret and 
champagne, he stuck to Port, preferring a growth remarkably 
rough and strong, which he called "Newcastle Port." Of 
this ho drank veiy copiously ; but he cannot be considered as 
intemperate, for his liquor never disturbed his understanding, 
or impaired his health, or interfered with the discharge of any 
of his dnties. Among the Pendans he would have ahnost re- 
ceived divine honours. 

Lord Sidmonth related that he once talked to Lord Stowell, , 
his father-in-law, about the practice of himself and the future 
Lord Chancellor, at an early period of their lives, dining toge- 
ther on the first day of term at one of the coffee-houses near 
the Temple: — "You drank some wine together, I dare say." 
«• Yes." *' Two bottles ? " *' More." What ! three bottles ? " 
•* More.** •* What ! four bottles? ** ** More, — do not ask any 
more questions." 

The only cause of regret was, that Lord Eldon's yonng 
countrymen, not sufficiently appreciating the ezoeptioniu 
etrength of his constitution, nor the difference between him 
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and them, both corporeal and mental, — were apt to think that 
hard drinking, if it did not directly lead to the wuol.sack, was 
not inconsistent with the attainment of that eminence ; and 1 
myself could name several promifiing students of the law, whose 
mospects have been rained by tbeir recolleoting how Lord 
Eldon drank port wine, — while they forgot how, at tiie same 
time, he read and re-read Cloke npon Littleton. 

His Lordship had some misgivings himself as to the eor- 
rectness of his practice in this respect. During the session 
of Parliament, dining almost daily between four and five, 
in his private room near the House of Lords, on mutton 
chops brought from an adjoining coffee-house, — to set a good 
example to his secretaries, he %igan by ordering a pint of 
port only : — but although the time for his repast was very 
short, he never finished it without a second pint, and seldom 
without a third. He wonld sometimes ask the Earl of Shaffcea* 
bury, the respected Ch^iirman of the Committees of the Lords 
— with powers only inferior to his own — to partake— and then 
for " pint," " bottle '* was substituted but when they entered 
the House to perform their important duties, it never could 
have been suspected that since breakfast thoy had tasted any 
thing beyond a biscuit and a glass of spring water. That 
drinking was with him ever a social and intellectual gratifica- 
tion we may know from the following anecdote related ^one 
of those who partook of his kindness : — When Lord Mdon 
visited Lord StoweU in his season of decay, at his seat near 
Heading, he sometimes slept at Maidenhead on his way ; and 
on one occaaon, having dined at the inn, and learned that the 
Revising Barristen were stayins: at the house, he desired his 
compliments to be presented to them, and requested the favour 
of their company to share his '^^'ine. lie received the young 
gentlemen— very young compared with their host — with the 
kindest courtesy — talked of his early struggles and successes, 
as maok for tiieir edification as delight, and finished at least 
his own bottle of port bdbre they parted.'** 

He used jestingly to ascribe his occasional fits of the gout 
to his having been *' a three bottle man," but I believe the 
disease was hereditary in his family ; and at other times he 
boasted that he had, by this assistance, confined the enemy to 
his lower extremities — introducing his favourite joke — '*JVe 
— plus ultra.** 

His general health was excellent even to extreme old ago 

* Qu&rt. Rev. vol Ixzy. p. 53. 
VOL X. X 
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In the year 1822 he had to undergo an operation ffjr a polypus 
in his nose, of wliich he sent this account to a lady of his ac- 
quaintance : "As you do me the honour to inquire after my 
Nose, I think I should be unworthy of the afifectionate anxiety 
you express oonoeming that partiole of me, if I did not tell 
yoa that on Sunday last Mr. Brodie, in the course cf a Toiy 
painful and Uoody operation, removed what for nearly two 
years has been, though not painful, most teasing and trouble- 
some. I hope it is effectually removed. I certainly have had 
a nose which has been a more agreeable companion last week 
than it has been for a long time past." — He continued all his 
life afraid of catching the usual diseases of infancy, which his 
mother told him, to his gre^t dissatisfaction, that by her care 
he had escaped. When ae was near scTenty, he thus excused 
himself for staying away from the house of an old friend : As 
I have not myself, to my knowledge, had the small pox, that 
jhct will account for my not calling upon you at present." 

Although I believe him to have been a sincere ChristiaD 
and really a pious man, I wi>h I could have been excused 
from taking any notice of his religion, and 1 have deferred it 
as long as possible. The subject was too often in his mouth, 
and by his frequent appeals to the Supreme Being, and his 
strong professions of a desire to conform to the Divine will, he 
excited a suspicion of hypocrisy to which I really hdieve that 
he was not justly liable. — But I cannot defend him from 
bigotiy and intolerance. Not contented with regarding the 
Chunm of England as the purest system of Christianity which 
has appeared since the Apostolic times, he evidently thought 
that there was no salvation beyond her pale, and he looked 
with equal horror upon Roman Catholics and Dissenters. He 
not only would not on any account have entered a Tresby- 
terian place of worship, but 1 believe ho would have refused 
to accompany Dr. Johnson to hear Dr. Bobertson preach from 
a tree. Thus he wrote in 1823, when Mr. Irving, one of 
the most impressive pulpit orators I ever heard, was giying 
lectures by which he roused many to a forgotten sense of reli- 
gions duty: — ** All the world here is running on Sundays to 
the Caledonian Chapel in Hatton Garden, where they hear a 
Presbyterian orator from Scotland preaching as some ladies 
term it charming mafter—though downright nonsense. To the 
shame of the Kings Ministeis be it said, that many of them 
haTe gone to this schism shop w^ith itching ears." But the 

* He adds a rather indecorous sarcasm on whose name he mentions, and witb whom 
Ui ** T9fA Toang mMler " that when « Uidj, hfai Ut^esty was duppoMd to 1» wry ikfi* 
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Chancellor himself, trusting, I suppose, to the efficacy of his 
private devotions, was by no means a strict observer of reli- 
gious ordinances. Although Dr. Johnson, when dying, had 
sent hhn a message **to request that be would attend public 
worship eveiy Sunday," lie never was present at publio 
worship in London from one year's end to the other. Flaading 
in mitigation before Lord EUenborou^ that '*he attended 
publio worship in the coimtr}%" he receiTed this rebuke,-^ 
" as if there were no God in iosvn ! " 

On an occasion when his merits were discussed among some 
lawyers, a warm partisan of the Chancellor extolled liini as " a 
pillar of the Church." " No," retorted another ; " he may be 
one of its bttttresses, but certainly not one of itapSlan^ for he is 
never seen inside its walls." 

80 regardless was he of external forms and observances, that 
during the prayers daily said in the House of Lords — a short 
and beantiCial service (except that we contlniie to thauk God 
for having saved us from Guy Faux*), — as soon as tlie Bishop 
began, the Cbaiicellt)r pulled out of his pocket letters he had re- 
ceived by the post, or the cases of the appellant and respondent 
in the appeal that svas coming on, — and upon these he employed 
himself till the blessing was pronounced. Indeed, this habit 
was so inveterate that he adhered to it when be attended the 
bearing of appeals as ex-Chancellor, and when press of busi- 
ness oonld not have been urged by him as any palliation. 

But there are undoubted traces of his faith and of his 
devont feelings in various passages of his life, particularly 
when suffering from family bereavements. Neglect of reli- 
gious ordinances is said to have been common among his con- 
temporaries, lie did attend j)ublic worship when ho was in 
the country, and he rebuilt, at an expense of some thousands 
of pounds, Kingston Chapel, near Encombe, in the parish of 
Oorfe Oastle. 

In his person Lord £ldon was about the middle size, his 
figure light and athletic, his features regular and handsome, 
hu eye bright and full, his smile remarkably benevolent, and 

mMt«, was present, the preacher, instead of a for which I am not aware of any anthorl^ 

'iMSfenlyMdiwion." spokoof ft "bwTeidly except Lord Kei^ton'i 'apparently latct 

jKztn'lion." in ftlliMioD to tlie TOiyal reiideiNe anccis tn tn nttA." 

at Brixton. 1 have in vain consnlted the highest au- 

• StruRcly, the casks of gnnpowder coti* fliorltleak legal and eeelesfastlcal. to And oat 

cealed under th»' IToiisp of T^onls nro Tu by whom the snrvice was fr imrd, and hoW 

described as " the great and apparent dangers tlus blemish may be removed from it 
vlierewitb we were compassed In this plue," 

X 2 
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his wbole appearsnoe preposseBdng. The adTanoe of years 
rather moreased ihan detracted from theee personal advan- 
tages. As he sat on the judgment-seat^ *'tne deep thought 
betrayed in his furrowed brow, — ^the large eyebrows, over- 
hanging eyes that seemed to regard more what was taking 
place within than aronnd him, — his calmness, that would 
have assumed a character of sternness but for its perfect pla- 
cidity, — his dignity, repose, and venerable age, tended at 
once to win confidence and to inspire respect."' He had a 
voice both sweet and deep-toned, and its effect was not in- 
jured by his Northumbrian burr, which, thduii^ strong, was 
entirely free from harshness or vulgarity. 

The statues and busts of him attempted from time to time 
are rather inditferent performances ; but several excellent por- 
traits of him, which have been engraved, have rendered his 
likeness familiar to the British public. Of these two are by 
Sir Thomas Lawrence : the first, when yet a young man, in 
plain clothes, with a powdered toupttt and ailca de pi</eon, in 
the possession of the present Earl ; the other, when he was 
advanced in life, and such co^^tn had gone out, but, to plea&e 
Geoige lY. — in the same style, — ^which remains at Wmdsor 
Castle. A portrait of him as Lord Chanoelldr, by Owen, was 
much admiM, and was copied by the same artist for many 
corporations and private friends. There was another fine 
portrait of him, as Lord Chancellor, by Pickersgill, the great 
ornament of Merchant Tailors' IT all, where he ate many good 
dinners and made many applauded Chuich-and-King speeches. 
But the must interesting portrait of him, perhaps, is that by 
Briggs, representing him, as High Steward of the University 
of Oxford at the installation of the Duke of Wellington, re- 
ceiving the homage of his grandson.' 

The corporation of Newcastle, justly proud of having at 
the same time three natives of their towTi, the sons of free- 
men, themselves freemen, and all schoolfellows together at the 
Free Grammar Sclmol there under Mr. Moises, now become 
most eminent men in the y)ublic service — Lord Eldon, Lord 
Stowoll, and liOrd CoUingwood —requested them all to sit 
for their portraits, to be hung up in the Guildhall. Lord 
Eldon's answer to the Mayor displays much good feeling, and 
(the parentheses with which it had been interspersed having 

f 2 TownaeDd, 490. appeared. But an Appendix of Caricattma 

t Lord BdoD la rmHf notieed I17 cail- iHll be neoeaaaiy to fUnstrate the lives of 
irtB ri a H . and **Paiidk'* had not jvt anbaataMit Chancalkffa. 
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been straok out \gy a friend) no oontemptible power of com- 
poi^tion : — 

**Deau Sir, 

"I beg you to be assured, and that you will be pleased to assure the 
Aldwmen and Common Council, that I am impressed with a very warm 
wme of gratitude for the mark of respect and regpurdwhioh is mentioEked 
in your letter of the 13th insfant. In complying with the request con- 
tained in it, which I am satisfied is dictated more by their Kind par- 
tiality than by any claim which I can have to the distinction offered 
to me^ I wonld willingly indnlge the hope that the measure which 
has been proposed may occaaioiially and usefully suggest to the 
descendants of our fellow burgesses that in this great and free country 
the industrious exercise of moderate talents may, under the blessing of 
Providence, raise them, before the close of life, to those situations in the 
state, to which, in the h^pnning of Kfe, they could hardly aspire, and 
may ensure to them also the solid gmtification which flows from 
receiving in advanced years distinction and Lononr from that part of 
the community, among whom were passed the days of infancy and 
youth. 

<* I am, dear Sir. 
" Tour obliged and iUthful iriead, 

The portraits are still to be seen in the Guildhall and it 
may well be a subject of debate, which of the three so com- 
memorated is most to be admired, and best deserves the gra- 
titude of his conntry. The mace and the seal have carried it 

h Lord StoweU s is in bUU better taste:— ba& passed aader some degree of puMfc ob- 

** My dear fflr, aervattm It to a testimony to my character, 

"I beg you will take an parly opportunity to which I hope my family will In all futnm 

Of preaenUng my sincere thanks to th e cor- time advert with peculiar pride and satis- 

poiste body, ow which yon at prewnt pie- ftedon— as conveying the Bontiments of those 

aide, for the high and unexpected honour they who have had the best opportunities of Jiide> 

Iiave been pleased to confer upon me, in re- ing upon tha geoeial tenor of my conduct.— 

qmstiiig me to sit for nqr pictaw, to lie It is with rati elevation of mind tbati ro- 

placed in tlio Ouildhall in company with tho ccivc the result of their favonrab]e|a4gBient, 

pictures of the Lord Chancellor and Lord iu their aawdating me upon such an occasion 

Ootlingwood. wldi two huUrldnals who have made a more 

" It cannot but be highly gratifying to OM^ splendid use of the same early advantages In 

on every account, to be thought wortlqrof Ufe, and whoae more important pubUcser- 

•wsb a diaUnctJon by the gendemen of New^ ^oes have tmlted Ihr Hwm the applause of 

castle. I received my education amongst their country with the bonoanhle nurolMh 

them ; and to that education, under God's tion of their native (own. 

good providence. 1 owe every thing that "Ili«wfhehononrtobe,lIr.Mayor.wltb 

can have obtained for me so flattering a partlcalar regard and respect, 

dechiraUon of their regard. I am happy ** Your obUged and fUthfUl humble 

in feeling that. In their opbilon, I have not Mmiit» 

dbbonomed In the ooorse of a Ufs that "Jidy STtttUU." "IVk.SbOR 
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for the Chancellor among his to%^Tismen, who have named a 
magnificent new square after h.im, who often paint his head 
for a sign-post, and who in yaiious other ways show that they 
now consider him as their tutelary saint. 

His arms ' appear thrioe in the heraldic ornaments of the 
new House of Lords, in respect of the three times when ho 
received the Great Seal : First, as Chancellor to George III. 
in 1801 ; — again, as Chancellor to the same Sovereign in 1807 ; 
" — and, finally, as Chancellor to George IV. in 1820. Other 
Chancellors have received the Great Seal from the hands of the 
Sovereign a greater number of times — but no Chancellor, from 
the foundation of the monarchy, held it so long ; and, although 
he was unequal to many of those whose arms are blasxmed with 
his in eloqnenoe, in literature, and in philosophy, he was ex- 
celled by none of them in law, and he excelled them all in 
political intrigue. 

His two sons having died in his lifetime, the only children 
he left behind him to lament his loss were his daucchters, 
Lady Elizabeth and Lady Frances, who were both respectably 
married. 

He is worthily represented by the only son of his eldest son, 
whose untimely end he had lamented so deeply. ELnowing 
the present Earl of Eldon to be a most amiable and estimable 
man, and having reason to think that he naturally and 
laudably considers his grandsire as absolutely perfect in all 
that he ever thought, said, or did, I haTe felt many a pang in 
writing this memoir, when I considered that, if it idiould meet 
his eye, it must often appear to him censorious and unjust. 
But the world may decide that I have finished my biographical 
labours without foifeiting my claim to impai-tiality, and Jw 
may yet come to the conclusion, that as in the character of his 
distinguished ancestor the good so much predcjininates over 
the evil, its lustre will not be diminished by placing its con- 
flicting qualities in opposition to each other. Bronze is more 
durable than tinsel, and so is truth than flattery. 

i Argent, an anchor erect sable between wavy axare; a portcoUis or.— Motto: '*6il 
fhiM Uiont' heads erased gules ; on a dilsf Bine labe decns." 
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Having had occasion, in preparing this work, to ezamine the 
history of the coTintrj in every reign, from King Ethelhezt 
to Queen Viotoria, I had intended, at the conclusion of it, 
to point out and to tiy to explain some of the most striking 
changes which have gradually taken place in the institutions, 
the laws, and the manners of the people ; but I feel that it 
would not become me to trespass longer, at present, on the 
patience of the public with any speculations of mine. Still I 
venture to bring together a few facts respecting my Chan- 
cellors, which may be found not uninteresting. 

I reckon the numher of those whom I have had to com- 
memorate to be 167. The names of only ten Anglo-Saxon 
Chancellors have come down to us — but we have a series 
nearly unbroken from Maurice, who received the Great Seal 
in the year 1067, to Lord Eldon, who died in 1838. The 
Conqueror had 6 Chancellors ; — William Rufus, 3 ; — Henry I., 
7 ; — Stephen, 5 ; — Matilda, 1 ; — Henry II., 7 ; — Richard I., 
4;— John, 3 ;— Henry III., 17 Edward I., 6 ;— Edward II., 
6;— Edward III., 25;— Richard II., 11 ;— ITenr}^ IV., 7 ;— 
Henry V., 2 ;— Henr)' VI., 8 ;— Edward IV., 6 ;— Edward V., 
1;— Richard III., 1 ;— Henry VII., 4;— Henry VIII., 5;— 
Edward VI., 4 ;— Mary, 2 ;--Elizabeth, 6 ; Jam«8 L, 3 
Charles I., 5 ; — ^the Commonwealdi, 15 ; Charles II., 5 ; — 
James II., 2 ; — ^WiUiam and Maiy, 2 ; " — ^Anne, 3 ; — George L, 
4 ;— George II., 4 ;^(3leorge XII.', 8 ; — Geoige IV., 2. 

Of these the far greater numher were ecclesiastics. The 
first lay Chancellor in Enp^land was Fitzgilbert, appointed by 
Queen Matilda soon after her coronation, during the aj>. ii43~ 
short time she occupied the throne, — and there was 
no other till Sir liubert de Bourchier, a soldier, appointed by 
Edward III. There were four common law judges placed in 
the ** marble chair *' at the latter end of the same reign. The 
practice of appointing Bishops, however, was soon resumed, 
and continued, without intenmption, till the fall of Wolsey. 

k Lords Oommiwionera. 
■ Beside* Lords Oommiaakinen Maynurd and Trevor. 
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Then came Sir Thomivs More and a succession of lawyers, till 
Mary gave tlie Great Seal to her two persecuting Prelates, 
Gardyner and Heath. Elizabeth returned to the laity, and a 
series of them continued till Lord Bacon was convicted of 
corruption — when, the lawyers being in bad odour, James I. 
ventaxed on Bishop Williains. He was the only Piotestant 
divine who was ever in possession of ihe Gzeat Seal, altiiongh 
Ihe Privy Seal was held by a Bishop as late as the leign of 
Qneen Anne. 

Archbishop Arundel, during the wars of the Eoses, was 
Chancellor five times, but no one else has been Chancellor 
more than four times. Turketel alone was Chancellor under 
four sovereigns — Kdward the Elder, Athelstane, Edmund, and 
Edred. Lord Eldon, as Cliancellor to two sovereigns, held 
the Great Seal for the longest period of time. 

S<nx)po, in the reign of Bichard H., is to be regarded as the 
first law Lord ever created. A succession of lay commoners 
afterwards held the Great Seal ; but from the time of Lord 
EUesmere they were all ennobled, except Sir Orlando Bridg- 
man and Sir Nathan Wright. A good many have been Earls, 
but there has only been one Chancellor made a Marquess, Sir 
William Poulet, Marquess of Winchester; and one a Duke, 
Sir Thomas lieaufurt, Duke of Exeter. Five have been 
Knights of the Garter : Bourchier, Earl of Essex, the IMarquess 
of Winchester, Lord Audley, Lord \V riothesley, and Sir 
Christopher Hatton. 

There are now sitting in the Honse of Lords sixteen Peers 
descended firom Chancellors in the direct male line — Earl 
Portescue, from Sir John Fortes cue — the ^Marquess of Win- 
chester, from Sir William Poulet — the Earl of Bradford, from 
Sir Orlando Bridgman — the Earl of Coventry, from Lord 
Coventry — the Earl of Shaftesbury, from Lord Shaftesbury — • 
the Earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham, from Lord Notting- 
ham — the Earl of Guilford, from Lord Guilford — Earl 
Cowper, from Lord Cowper — the Earl of Macclesfield, from 
Lord Macclesfield'-^Marqaess Camden, from Lord Camden — 
the Earl of Lovelace, from Lord King — ^the Earl of IBbrd- 
wicdce, from Lord Hardwicke—Earl Talbot, £rom Lord Talbot 
— ^Earl Bathurst, from Lord Bathurst — the Earl of Eldon, 
from Lord Eldon — and Lord Erskine, from Erskine THB 
Grkat. The Earl of Clarendon and other Chancellors are 
represented in the House of Lords by descendants throngh 
females. 
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Only one Chancellor iros bebeaded while in possession of 
the Great Seal ; this was Simon de Sudbury, murdered by the 
mob in Wat Tyler's liots: but the Earl of Salisbury, Sir 
Tliomas More, and several others came to a violent end after 
their resignation. 

During the last 300 years, six have been impoached, — 
Cardinal Wolsey, Lord Bacon, Lord Keeper Finch, Lord 
Clarendon, Lord Somers, and Lord Macclcsheld, — and of these 
Lord Somers alone was aoqtdtted. 

One was Ghanoellor of Ireland at the same time that he 
was Chancellor of England, and another was Chancdlor of 
England after having been Chancellor of Izeland.* 

frior to the reign of Edward I. there were various in- 
stances of Normans and other foreigners having the Great 
Seal confided to them, although, like Lord Chancellor Long- 
champ, they could not bpeak a word of English, — but .since 
then the Chancellors have all been native born subjccta. 
Among these there are only two Scotclunen, Lord Loii^h- 
borongh and Lord Erskine. When the English and Insh 
bars are amalgamated, as they are soon likely to be, Irishmen, 
it may be hoped, will often be Chancellors of England, as well 
as Englishmen Chancellors of Ireland. 

In the history of the Great Seal of England there is one 
and only one instance of its being held successively by two 
brothers — John and Kobeit de Bti*atford, in the reign of 
Edward 111. 

■ The new House of Lords has been adorned with an em- 
blazonment of the armorial bearings of all iiie Lord Chan- 
cellors and Keepers of the Great Seal who have presided on 
the woolsadc since the end ofthe reign of Edward m.** ^^^^ 
This is a proper compliment to an order which includes 
many great names, and, through a long sacceesion of ages, has 

" Since the cloee of the period compritied (or Scarle), wbo lieU the Ureal Seal at the 
in this work, there have lieen two addltfoml end of the vrign of Ridutrd II. and the he- 
instances of Irish Chancellors hnvint; hiph pitjiitnp of tlic reign of Henry IV., whom I 
* promotion in this part of the United King- bad designated as " the moat obecare of the 
dom— LoBD Sr. Lmwasd's made Lord Chen- Chanoellnra." Aecording to the emage- 
c<>lIor of Great Britain, an fl I/)i:n C.vm}'iikll niciil whkh lias bei-n adopted, th-- shields 
made Lord Chief Justice of England. — A'ote are 102 iu number ; those of each reign being 
to Uk MSHon. pieoeded hy the enne of the Soveralgii, of 

" From Adara de Houghton to T^rd Cot- which there are 26 ; and in order to pn serve 

tenbam — in number 79. The arms of all of the chronological order, the amis uf a C'lian* 

them were found b7 Oat my learned eellor or Keeper are repeated as often as he 

herald and most ik< ftil officer of the Hon»e received the QlMt Seal Ikem the reining 

of Lords, Mr. i^amau, except those of isearle bovereigu. 
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been the main support of the hereditaxy faranch of our legis* 

lature. 

I hope that the line of Lord Chancellors may be con- 
timied with increasing reputation to distant iijenerations. In 
any speculations for abolishing or remodelling the office of 
Chancellor, I wish I^enthamites to consider whether, as it has 
subsisted since the foundation of the monarchy, it can be 
safely dispensed with, or materially altered. To insnre tho 
steady march of the government, there must he a great Jurist 
to gnide the deliberations of the Peers, and to asmst in the 
oonncils of the Sovereign; he cannot do so advantageously 
without the weight to be derived from a high judicial office, 
and his political functions are incompatible with the admi- 
nistration of the criminal law. The Clavis Kegni must there- 
fore be held by the first Equit}'^ Judge in the land. 

I will conclude with a prophecy, that if the i)roposed experi- 
ment of a triparHU division of the Chancellorship should be 
tried, it will foil, and that no anthor^will ever acquire repntation 
by writing the Lives of the Mimsters of Jnstioe," or of the 
** Lord Chief Justices in Equity," or of the " Loid Chief Jns- 
tioes of AppeaL" ' 



p J\^ote to Fourth EdiUon, — From the formation of Lord Mel- 
bourne's second administration in 1835, the Great Seal had 
been in imminent peril. When, to the astonishment of the 
publio, the determination was announced that it was not to be 
restored to Lord Brougham, the new Prime Minister did me 
the honour to consult me about his law arrangements, and asked 
my opinion of his scheme of putting the Great Seal into com- 
mission. Among other objections, I pointed out that, according 
to this arrangement, the Cabinet woidd be inops convilii. " Oh ! 
said he, *' I will advise them on questions of law myself, and 
we shall do all the better without lawyers." C. — " You, to 
be sure, have had the advantage of studying the law, and 
being called to the bar and going a circuit ; but do yon mean 
to say that permanently the Cabinet could go on without the 
Ghanoellor being a member of it, to explain queeticms of 
international or municipal law, on which the most important 
measures of government may depend?" Jt/. — "Yes, I do. 
Whoever is fit to be Minister should know enough of general 



Digitized by Coogle 



9 



:note to foukth editiok. 316 

prinoiples to guide him, and when any technicalitleB arise we 
can consalt the Attomej and Solicitor-QeneraL" 

So Lord Melbourne went on, as long as he could, with the 
Great Seal in commission, and he was exceedingly annoyed by 
the thought of a Chancellor being intruded into the Cabinet. Jn 
the beginning of l&^O he was alarmed by the loud complaints 
that the Lords Commiisjsioners were incompetent to do tho 
judioial busnness of fhe Ohimoellor, as they were unable to 
clear off the arrears in iheir own proper Courts, -and he 
Inctantly made a Chancellor — ^but wHii an intimation that^e 
office was to be divided as soon as possible. Accordingly a 
Bill for this purpose was introduced, and it was thrown out — 
chiefly by the opposition of Lord Langdale, who contended for 
a tresection instead of a bisection ^ and that there should be a 
"Minister of Justice," as well as a " Lord Chief Justice in 
Equity," and a " Lord Chief Justice of Apijeals." 
' Luckily Lord Chancellor Cottenham disposed satisfactorily 
of the business in the Court of Chancery, giving no trouble 
in the Cabinet, — and the prestige of the Great Seal revived, 
^niis quietude continued to a considerable degree in Lord 
Lyndhurst's last Chancellorship, and in the beginning of the 
second Chancellorship of Lord Cottenham. But when his 
health failed, arrears multiplied most alarmingly, both in the 
Court of Chancery and in the House of Lords : and there were 
loud cries for abolishing the office of Lord Chancellor, and 
completely remodelling tlie procedure for administering equity 
and disposing of appeals in the last resort. These contro- 
versies were long carried on in the newspapers, and many 
pamphlets were published upon the subject. The favourite 
scheme was the appointment of a ^liuister of Justice, to whom 
should be assigned many of the duties, and the whole of the 
judicial patronage, of the Lord Chancellor. — In the mean time 
the Great Seal was again put into commission, and confusion 
was worse confounded. 

Untoward events followed, to which I made allusion in a 
note to the tirst volume of this edition of the " Lives of the 
Chancellors," and which certainly have considerably impaired 
tiie splendour the office. But, when we consider the perils 
to be encountered, perhaps we ought to rejoice that the office 
still survives, and that we Chancellor still presides on the 
woolsack, and has a seat in the Cabinet. The creation of 
Lords Justices of Appeal under Lord Truro may have been a 

1 FiCeS6. 



Digitized by Coogle 



4 



316 * NOTE TO FOUKTH EDITION. 

neoessory evil, and the oomplaints agamst the ezeroue of the 
appellate jurisdictikm of the House of Loids may have arisen 
mm fortuitous circumstances not to be foreseen, and not likely 
to recur, — without any particle of blame being imputable to 
any of the very learned, and able, and honourable men on 
whom the exercise of this jurisdiction devolved. 

My anxious wish is that the ascendency of the Great Seal 
should bo fully maintained. Considering the difficulties with 
whioh the holders of it recently have been encompassed and 
y^%k which. I should have been unable to cope, I consider my 
lot felioitons in escaping it. 

"Suave mari magno, " ii:c 

But, instead of calmly enjoying the contrast between my posi- 
tion and that of others, 1 am earnestly desirous to contribute, 
if I could, to the relief and safety of those who are toc^od by 
the tempest. 

narMgge, 8qii, 29mf, im. 
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KEEPEBS OF THE GEEAT SEAL, 

FBOX THB 

SABUEST TIMES TILL THE BEIGK OF EIKQ GEOBOE IV. 



Anglo-Saxoi} Beiqns. 



KiDgB. 


A.D. 


Chancellors. 


Uvea of the Chanocl'ora. 


Ethelbert 

Offa 

Witlilofe 
Bprthulph 
Egbert 
Ethelwulf 
Edward fhs 

Elder 
Athelstane 
Edmund 
Ednsd 
Edgar 
Ethelred 
Edward the 

Confessor 

WlL 

An. Beg. 
I. 

Not asoert 

vn. 

IX. 
Not asoen 
XX. 


605 

827 V 
886 / 
920 \ 

925 1 
940 
946 ) 

959 
978 

1 1043 1 

1050 

UAM THE ( 

1 1067 
ained 

1073 

1075 
ained 
1 1086 


Aiisxniendaa 

Cenwoiia 

Bosa 

Swithnlphoa 
St.Swithia 

Turketel 

Adalphus 

Alfiric 
LeofHe 

Wnlwiiis 

i Keimbaldna 

JoNQUEROB. December 2 

Maurice 
Osmond 

Arfastus 
Baldrick 
Herman 
W. Welson 


VoL I. 29 
29 
29 
29 

80—81 

3&— 34 

34 
84 
85 

35 
35 

6, 1066. 

Vol. I. 38 
40 
41 
41 

41, 42 
42 
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LORD CHANCELLORS AND 
William Rqfus. September 26, 1087. 



▲n. Beg. 


A. D. 


Chancellors. 


Lives of the Ohaucellore. 


I. 


1087 


W. Giffard 


VoL I. 42 


n. 


1088 


Robert Bloet 


43—44 


IV. 


1090 


RiUph Flambard 


44-47 



Henry I. August 5, 1100. 



1. 1100 
VH. 1107 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 



W. Giffard 

Roger, Bishop of Salisbury 

Waldric 

Godfrey 

Herbert 

Geoffrey Rnfiis 

Raaulpiius 



Stephen. iJeceinber 20, 1135. 



L I 1135 
Not ascert«iined 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 



Roger, I'lishop of .Salisbury 
AlexaiiJtT, liishop of Lincoln 
Roger Taupor 
Philii> 

Robert de Gant 
Reginald 



VoLL 47 

48—51 
51 
51 
51 

51, 52 

52, 53 



Vol. I. 53 

53 
54 

r. 



]\Ia riLDA. 
1142 I William FitZL^iibert | 

Henry II. Docember 19, IL 



L 1155 
VL 1162 
Not ascertained 
Not ascertained 
XVIIL I .1181 

Not ascei-tained 
Not ascertained 



Thomas a. Bucket 
John 

Ralph »lc Warnavilla 
Walter k\o C iistaiitiis 
Geoffrey, tlie Son of th^ 

HosaiDond 
Nigel, Ki^hi'p of Kly 
Walter dc lii lun 



RiciiARD I. Soptciiibcri 



L 


1189 


III. 


1192 


VL 


1195 


VH. 


1196 



William Loni'diamJ 
Gooffr»'V. s(ni of th^ 

sam<i!i.l 
Wil!ian> I.MU_'<'hai 
Eustace, Bishop ol 



by Google 



EBEFERS OF THE GREAT SEAL. 819 



John. May 27, 1199. 



AikBag. . 




Chnutfloii* 


LiTva of the Obanoellon. 


I. 
VU. 


1199 
1206, \ 
Oct. 3 / 


Walter Hubert 
Walter lie Gray 


Vol L 107 
109 


XVI. 


1214, \ 
Oct 29 / 


Richard de Marieco 


111 




Henby m. October 28, 1216. 

4 


1 

XI. 

XXIV. 
XXVI. 
XXVUI. 

xxrx. 


1216 
1227, \ 
Feb. 12 / 
1240 
1242 
1244 
1244, ) 
Not. 14 j 


Richard de Marisco 

Ralph de Neville 

Simon the Nomian 
Ralph de Neville 2^ 
Ranulph Bnton 

Silvester de Everdon 


Vol. I. 113 

116 

118 
119 
121 

121 


XXXI. 


1246, \ 
Nov. 8 / 


JohnManiud 


121 


XXXUl. 


1249, \ 
Oct. 8 / 


John de Lexington 


122 


XXXVIL 

XXXVIII. 
XXXIX. 


1253, 1 
Aug. 6 f 

1254 
1255, 1 
Jan. 5 ) 


Qoeai Eleanor, Ladj Keeper 
William deKflkenny 
Heniy de Wengham 


123 
129 
ISO 


XLIV. 


1260, \ 
Oct. 18 / 


Nicholas de Ely 


181 


XLV. 


1261, \ 
July 5 / 


Walter de Merton 


132 


ZLvn. 


1263, \ 
JiUy 12 / 


Nicholas de Ely 2*^ 


134 


XLIX. 


12G5, \ 
Feb. 21 / 


Thomas de Cantilupe 


136 


xux, 

LI. 
LIII. 


12G5, \ 
Aug. 16 / 
1266 

1268, \ 
Oct. 30 / 


Walter Giflkrd 

Godfrey Giffaid 
John de Chishull 


138 

138 

139 


UII. 


1269, 1 
Jan. 14 / 


Riefaaid de Middleton 


139 
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LORD CHAKCELLORS AKD 
Edward I. November 20, 1272. 



An. Beg. 


▲.D. 


1 

Chancellort. 


lives of die Chaoorilora. 


I. 
11. 
XXI. 


1272 
1274 

1292, 1 
Dec. 17 f 


Walter de Alerton 2** 
Robert Bnrnel 

John de Langton 

• 


Vol. I. 143 
145 

loo 


XXX. 


1302, ) 
Sept. 30 / 


1 William dc Grenefidd 


160 


XXXIIL 


1304, ) 

Dec. 29 ; 


1 Williimde Hamilton 


162 


xxxv. 


1307, \ 
April 21 / 


J Ralph de Baldock 


164 




Edwabd IL July 8, 1^07. 




I. 


1307, \ 
Aug. 2 / 


John de Langton 2^ 


Vol. I 167 


IV. 


1310, ) 
July 6 / 


Walter Reynolds 


169 


vni. 


1314, \ 

Sei>t. 26 / 


John de Sandale 


172 


XI. 


1318, \ 
June 11 / 


John de Hotham 


174 


XIII. 


1320, \ 
Jan. 26 / 


J(dm de Salmon 


175 


xvu. 


1323, \ 
Aug. 20 / 


Robert de Baldock 
Edwabd III. 


177 


I. 


1$27, ) 
Jan. 28 f 


John de Hotham 2^ 


VoL I. 184 


I. 


1327, \ 
May 12 j 


Henry de Buzj^benh 


184 


IV. 


1330, ) 
Nov. 28 / 


John de Stratfbrd 


186 


VIU. 


1334, \ 
Sept. 28 / 


Richard deBmy 


191 


IX. 


1335, \ 
June 6 / 


John de Stmtfbvd 2^ 


200 
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An. Beg. 


A.D. 


CbanceUors. 


lives of the GbanoeUon. 


XI. 


1337, \ 
Afav 9A. 1 


Robert d« Stntford 2^ 


V0I.L 201 


xn. 


1338, ) 

Tnlv A • i 


Richard de Byntewortb 


201 


XIV. 


1340, 1 


John de Stratford 3^ 




202 


XIV. 


1340, 'I 
July 12 / 


BdMrt dt SinitM 3P 


203 


XIV. 


1340, \ 
Dec. 14 / 


Sir Robert Boimdii«r 


204 


XV. 


1341, \ 


• 

Sir Robert Pamynge 


2U 


xvn. 


1343, \ 


Robert de Sadyngtoo 


2M 


XIX. 


1345, \ 


John de Offord • 


215 


xxin. 


1349, 1 
June 16 / 


John de Thoresby 


217 




1356, \ 

Nov 27 f 


Wmiam de Edingldii 


220 


XXXVII. 


1363, ) 
r eu. 13 J 


Siinon de T^"g*»Tn 


222 


XLI. 


1367, I 
Sept. 10 / 


William de WlGkham 


294 


XLV. 


1371, \ 
Mar 2B i 


Sir Robert Thoi|ie 


229 


XLVI. 


1372, ) 
Julys / 


Sir Jolin Knyret 


231 


i 


1377, \ 
Jan. 11 / 


Adam de Houghton 


235 



I. 


1877, 




June 29 


n. 


1378, 




Oct. 29 


III. 


1388, 




Jan. 30 



EicflARD II. June 22. 1377. 

Adam de Hougbton 2° 
Lord le Scrope 
Siinon de Sndbuiy 



VOL. X. 



VoL L 238 

240 

242 
T 
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LOBD CSANCELLORS AND 





A.D. 




Lires of the GbaDWlIors. 


V. 


1381, ) 
Aug. 10 / 


William Conrtoiaj 


Vd. 1. 244 


V. 


1381, \ 
Dm.4 / 


Lord la Scrope 2^ 


245 


VI. 


1382, \ 
Sept.9 / 


Bobert de Brajbroko 


246 


VL 
X. 

xn. 

XT. 

XX 

XXUI. 


1383, ) 
Mar. 13 / 

1386, 1 
Oct 24 j 

1389, \ 
May 4 / 

1391, ) 
Sept 27 / 

1396 ^ 

Not. 23 / 

1899, 1 
Julj f 

1399, ) 
Sept.4 i 


Sir Michael de la Pole 
Thomas de Arm^ 
William deWiddMm 20 
Tlioinaa de Anndel 2^ 

Edmund Stafibid 

Thomas de Anmdel 3° 
John Searle [or Scarle] 


247 
251 
255 
257 
260 
262 
262 




Henet IY. September 30, 1399. 


I. 


1399, ) 
Sept 30 / 


John Searle [or ScarleJ 


Vol. I. 267 


11. 


1401, \ 
March 9 / 


Edmond Stafibrd 2^ 


268 


IV. 
VI. 

VIII. 


1403, \ 
Feb. 27 / 

1405, \ 
March 2 / 

1407, \ 
Jan. 80 / 


Cardinal Beanfbrt 
Tbomaa Longlej 
Thomas de Amndel 4® 


269 
271 

273 


XI. 

zm. 


1410. \ 
Jan. 81 / 

1412, 1 
Jan. 5 j 


Sir Thomas Beaufort 

Thomas de Arundel 5 


275 

276 
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HbnbtY. March 21, 1415. 



AiuBig. 


A.DI 


Cbenodlon. 


Uvea of die Cbaneellon. 


* 

I. 


1413. \ 
Mar. 21 / 


Caidinal Bettofiirt 2<* 


V©LL377 


V. 


1417, \ 
July 23 J 


Thomu Longley 2^ 


284 




Henby YI. September 1, 1422. 


I. 


1422, \ 
Kov. 16 I 


Thomas LoDgley 3° 


Vol. L 286 


IL 


1424, ) 
July 6 ) 


CMiaal BeMifort 8^ 


288 


IV. 


1426, \ 
Mar. 16 / 


Cardinal Kempe 


295 


X. 


1432, 1 
March 4 } 


Jdiui Staffind 


297 


XXVIII. 


1450, ) 
Jan. 31 J 


Cardinal Kempe 2° 


801 


XXXII. 


1454, \ 
April 2 / 


Richard Nerille^ Esil of 1 
SalislmTy | 


305 


XXXIII. 


1455, \ 
Manh7 / 


Cardiual Bourchier 


306 


XXXV. 


1456, ) 
Oct. 11 1 


William Waynflete 


309 


XXXVUL 

Unonrti 


1460, 1 
July 25, ; 
lin 


Gcofge Neville 
Sir John ForlMCue 


314 

317 




Edward IV. Maroh 4, 1461. 




I. 


1461, \ 

Mar. 10 / 


Geosge Neville 


V«l.i:327 


vn. 


1467, \ 
June 20 / 


Robert StiUington 


330 


xm. 


1473, 1 
June 23 ) 


Henry^BooreUer, Earl of j 


335 


xm. 


1473, ) 
July 27 / 


Lawrence Booth 


336 


XIV. 


1475, \ 
1 Feb.26 1 


Thomas Hotheram 


337 



y2 
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LOBD CHANCSLLOBS ASD 
EdwabdY. April 9, 1483. 



I. 

VII. 
XXL 
XXIV. 
XXXVI. 



h 

L 



An. Reg. 


A. IX 


ChiMillon. 


liVM of the Cbancellon. 


I. 


1483 


JdmRoMdl 


yoLI.844 



ExcHARD m. June 26, 1483, 



1483 
June 27 



John Russell 2° 



Vol. I. 346 



I. 


1485 


IL 


1487, 




Aug. 8 


XVI. 


1500, 




Oet 13 


XVII. 


1502, 




Aug. 11 



HEN&TVn. June 26, 1483. 



John Alcock 
Cazdinal Motion 

Henry Deuu, Lord Keeper 

Archbishop Warham, Lord\ 



VoL 1.353 

855 

868 
865 



Henby VIIL April 22, 1609. 



1509, 
April 22 



1515, 

Dec, 



} 

.15, \ 

.22 / 

1529, \ 

Oct 25 / 

1533, I 

Jau. 26 / 

1544, \ 

May 3 / 



Archbishop Warhara 2° 
Cardinal Wolsey 
Sir ThomM More 
Lord Andley 
Lord Wiiolhedqr 



Vol I. 374 

377—432 
Vol. U. 1—77 
78^118 

114 



Edward VL January 28, 1547. 



1547, 
Jan. 28 



} 



1547 



Lord Wriothesley 2* 



f William 
of W 
1 Keeper 



illiam Paulet, Marquess] 



Vol. IL 128—135 
136—142 
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la. Reg. 


A.D. 


Chancellon. 


Llvefl of the flhawrtUwa. 


h 
V. 


1547, \ 
Oct. 23 / 

1552. \ 
Jan. 19 / 


Lord Hidi 

Thomas Goodrich, Bishop) 
of Ely / 


VoL U. 148—159 
160—170 




Mabt. July 6, 1558. 




I. 


1553, \ 
Aug. 23 / 


Bishop Gardyner 


V«U n. 171—199 


m. 


1656, \ 
JaiLl / 


< Archbishop Heath 


200—212 




Elizabeth. November 17, 1558. 


L 


1558, \ 
Dec.22 / 


Sir Nicholas Bacon 


Vol. U. 213—236 


XXI. 


1579, \ 
Apr. 26 / 


Sir Thomas Bromley 


237—255 


XXIX. 

XXXIY. 

xxxvm. 


1587, \ 
April 29 / 

1592, \ 
May 28 / 

1596, \ 
May 6 / 


Sir Christopher Hattoo 
Sir John Podnxing t 
Lord EUeamere 


256—296 
297—307 
80a— 844 



L 


1603, 
July 24 


XV. 


1618, 
Jan. 4 


XDL 


1621, 
July 10 



Jahbs I. Maroh 24, 1603. 
I Lord BUeniMra 2** 
Lord Bacon 
Lord Keeper Williaint 



VoLIL 84&-884 
VoLIIL 1—146 
147—180 



I. 



1625, 
liar, 



Charles L Maroh 27, 1625. 

Jj Lord Keeper Williams 2=* 1 Vol. IIL 180—205 



326 



LORD CUAJSCELLOKS AND 



An* Reg* 


A.I>. 


OhanceDon. 


Lives of the Chane^ors. 


I. 


1625, 1 
Nov. 1 / 


Lord Keeper Coventry 


VoL III. 206—242 


XV. 


1640, \ 
Jan. 17 / 


Lord Keeper Finch 


248— Z7z 


XVI, 


1641, \ 
Jan. 19 / 


Lord Eeqper litHefcMi 


278—300 


XX. 


1645, \ 
OctSS / 


Lord Keeper Lane 


301—313 




The Commonwealth. 






1643, 
Not. 30 J 


Th*> Pari fiC ITATif ^hft Kfirl i 
A lie XXU 1 Ui XkCillH LUC A^cfti 1 1 

of Bolingbiolw, Oliver St 1 

John, John Wilde, Samuel > 
Browne, Edmund ir*ri-l 
deaux I 


Vol. 111. 322 




1646, \ 
Aug. 11 / 


Earl of Salisbury, vice Earl ) 
of Bolingbroke, dec f 


323 




1646, \ 
Oct. 81 / 


The Ead of Manchester and) 
Speaker Lenthal f 


325 




1648, \ 

Mar. 17 / 
April 12 


The Earl of Kent, Lordl 

Orey de Werk«» j 
Whitelock and Widdrinc^ton 


328 
328 




1649. \ 
Feb. 9 / 


VVhitelock, Mni'or Lisle, andl 
Serjeant Keble / 


350 




1654, ) 
Sept. 3 t 


Whitelock, Major Lisle, and\ 
Widdrington / 


862 




1655, \ 
Jnoe 6 / 


Colonel Fiennes and Major) 
Lisle / 


365 




1659, ) 
Jan. 22 J 


Colonel Flennes, Major Lisle,! 
and Whitelock / 


874 




1659, ) 
May 14 / 


Speaker Lenthal 


376 




1659, 1 

June 5 / 


Bradshaw, TvrtjWf and) 
Fountain / 


377 




1659, 1 
Oct. 25 ) 


Whitelock 


379 




1660. ) 
Jan. 12 j 


Widdrington, Terryll, and) 
Fountain / 


386 
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An. Rag. 



XII. 
XIX. 

zziy. 
xxv. 
xxxiv. 



I. 

L 





WIILIAH& 


L 




1687, 1 
March 4 / 


11. 




1690, ) 
May 14 | 


V. 




1693, \ 
Hv.23 / 






1700, \ 
MajSl ; 



dumcellon. 



Lord Keeper Wright 



Lire* of the CbancellorB. 



i 



20d— 208 



1653, 
April 

1658, 
Jan. 18 



Sir Edward Herbert 



Vol. IlL 397—410 



'chS) <^)|lvol.IV. 1-67 



Ohableb IL, after Sestoration. 



1660, 
Jmial 



1} 



1667, \ 
Aug. 81 / 

1672, 



>72, \ 

r.l7 / 

1673, 1 

Nov, 9 f 

1682, \ 

Dec 20 / 



Lord CUupendoii 

Lord Keeper Sir Orlando 
Bridgman 

Lord Shaftesbury 
Lord Nottioj^iaiir 
Loid Ettper Goilfind 




James IL Februaiy 6, 1685. 



1685, 
Feb, 

1685, 
Sept 28 



} 



Loid Keeper Qailford 2' 

Lord Jeffreys 



Vol. IV. 326—337 
33S--429 



Ma&y. Februaiy 13, 1689. 



Lord Commissioner May- 
nard and othm 



} 



Lord Commiiisioner Trevor^ 
and others / 

Lord Somers 



Vol V. 



1—85 

36—53 
54—202 
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LORD OHANGELLOBS AND 



AikBef. 


A.1X 


dMaMcUonu 


U^oftteChMMOon. 


I. 


1702, \ 

March 9 / 


Lord Keeper Wright 2° 


VoL V, 208—217 


IV. 


1705, 1 
Oct. 11 / 


LordCowper 


218—351 


IX. 


1710, \ 
Oct 19 / 


LordHaioout 


852—892 




GEORGE I. August 1, 1714. 




I. 


17U, \ 
Aug. 3 / 


Lord Hamonrt 3^ 


Vol. V. 393—410 


I. 


1714, \ 
Sept. 21 / 


Lord Cowper 2® 


391—851 


IV. 


1718, \ 
May 12 / 


Loud Vfu^Ji^rfMfll 


Vd. VI. 1—58 


XI. 


1725, \ 
June 1 / 


Lord King 


59—104 




George II. June 11, 1727. 




I. 


1727, ) 
June 16 1 


• 


VoL VL 105—125 


vn. 


1733. \ 
Nov. 29 / 


Lord Talbot 


126—157 




1737, \ 
Feb. 21 / 


Lord Hardwicko 


158—304 


xxxi. 


1757, 1 
June 80 | 


Lord Keeper Henley (Lordj 
NottUngton) / 


306—324 




GEOBaB m. October 25, 1760. 


I. 


1760, \ 
Oct. 26 / 


Lord Northington 2^ 


Vol. VL 823— .150 


VL 


1766, 1 
JnlySO / 


Lord Camden 


/VoL VI. 851 
\VflLVU. 1—53 


X. 


1770, \ 
Jan. 17 / 


Charks Yorke 


VoLVU. 53—117 j 


XL 


1771, \ 
Jan. 23 / 


Loid Bathmtl 


118—152 j 
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1 

An. Reg. 


A. D. 


1 

CliarK-clloTs. 


Lives of the GbanoeUora. 


XVIU, 


1778, j 
June 3 / 


Lord Thnrlow 


VqLVIL 158 


XXIV. 


1783, \ 
Dee.33 / 


Lord ThurlowS^ 


229—833 1 


XXXII. 

xu. 

XLYl. 
XL VII, 


1793, \ 
Jan 2ft 1 

1801 

1806» \ 
FA. 7 J 

1807, \ 
April 1 / 


Lord Loaghborouj^ 
Loid Bldon 1^ 

Lord Eiskioe 

Lord Eldon 2® 


/Vol. VII. 334 
iVfll VIII 1— .999 

YoL IX. 109—261 

/Vol. Vm. 228 
\Vd.IX. 1—108 

VoL IX. 278—399 




George IY. Janimiy 29, 1820. ' • 

1 isao |mkumi8'» I Yci-x:. : -sio 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST 

OF 

LORD GHANGELLOES AND LORD EE^^PEEd 



A Becket, Thomas, i. 

Adulphns, i. 34. 

Alco^» John, i. 353. 

Alexander, Buthop of Lincolo, i. 53. 

Alfric, i. 34. 

Arfastus, i. 41. 

Arundel, de, Thomas, L 251, 257, 262, 

273, 276. 
Aodlej, Lord, ii. 78. 
Augmcndm^ i. 29, 

Bacon, Lord, iii. 1. 
Baoon, Sir Nidiolai, IL 218. 

Baldock, de, Ralph, L 164. 
Baldock, de, Robert, L 177. 
baldrick, i. 41. 
Batharst, Lord, vii. 118. 
Beaufort, Cardinal, i. 2G9, 277, 288. 
Beaufort, Sir Thomas, i. 275. 
Bidun, de, Walter, i. 94. 
Bloct, Robert, i. 43. 
Bolingbrokp, Ear] of, iii. 322. 
Booth, Lawrence, i. 336. 
Boiirdii«r, Sir Robert, i. 3M. 
Bouixhier, Cardinal, i. 306. 
Bourchiei-, Henry. Earl of Esaax, i 335. 
Bradahaw, iii. 377. 
Braybroke, da, Robert, i. 246. 
Bridc^an, Sir Orlando, 139, 
Britton, Hanulph, i. 121. 
Bromley, Sir Thomas, ii. 237. 
Bwrnel, Robert, i. 145. 
Bury, de, Richard, i. 191. 
Bynteworth, de, Ricb&rd, i. 201. 

Camden, Lord, vi. 351. 
Cantilupe, Thomas, i. 136, 
0«nwona, i. 29. 
Chisball, de, John, 1. 139. 
Clarendon, Lord, iv. 1, 68. 
CoQfUuitiis, dfl^ Walter, i. 92. 



Courtenay, William, i. 244. 
Coventry, Lord, iii. 206. 
Cowper, Lord, t. 218. 

Deane, Henry, L 863. 

Edington, de, William, i, 220, 
Eldon, Lord, iz. 109. 
Eleanor, Qaeen, i. 128. 
EUesmere, Lord, ii. 308, 346. 
Ely, de, Nicholas, i. 131, 134. 
Erskine, Lord, viii. 223. 
Evtaoe, L 106. 
Evwdon, da, Silreater, L 121. 

Fiennes, Colonel, iii. 365, 374. 
Finch, iii. 243. 
Fitzfrilbert, William, i. 55. 
Flambai-d, Ralph, i. 44. 
Fortescue, Sir John, i. 317. 
Fountain, iii. 377, 386. 

Gant, de, Robert, i. 55. 
Gardyner, Bishop, ii. 171. 
Geoffrey Plantagenet, i. 92, 102. 
Geoffrey Rufus, i. 51. 
Giffard,' Godfrey, i. 138. 
Giflkrd, Walter, L 138. 
Giffard, William,!. 42, 47. 
Godfrey, i. 51. 
Goodrich, Thomas, ii. 160. 
Gray, de, Walter, i. 109. 
Grenefield, de, William, i. 160. 
Grey de Werke, Lord, iii. 328. 
Guilfonl, Lord, iv. 280, 326. 

Hamilton, de, William, i. 162. 
Uarcourt, Lord, \. 352, 393. 
Hardwicke, Lord, tI. 158. 
Hatton, Sir Cnristopher, ii. 256. 
Heath, Archbishop, ii. 200. 
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Herbert, i. 51. 

Herbert, Sir Edward, iii. 397. 
Herman, i. 41. 

Hotham, de, John, i. 174, 184. 
Houghton, de, Adam, i. 235, 239. 
Hnbert, Walter, i, 107. 

Jeflfreys, Lord, iv. 338. 
John, i. 91. 

KeUe, iii. 350. 

Kempe, Cardinal, i. 295, 301, 
Kent, Earl of, iii. 322, 328. 
Kilkenny, de, WilHam, i. 129. 
King, Lord, vi. 59, 105. 
Knyret, Sir John, i. 231. 

Lane, Lord Keeper, iif. 801. 

Lancjham, de, Simon, i. 222. 
LaogtoQ, de, John, i. 155, 167. 
Lenthal, iii. 325, 376. 
Leofric, i. 35. 

Lexington, de, John, i. 122. 
Lisle, Miyor, iii. 350, 362, 365, 374. 
Littletoai, Lord Keeper, iii. 273. 
Longchamp, William, i. 96, 103. 
Longley, Thomas, i. 271, 284, 286. 
Loughborough, Lord, vii. 334. 

Macclpsfipld, T.ord, vi. 1. 
Manchester, Ear! of, iii. 325. 
Maun.sei, Joliu, i. 121, 
Marieoo, de, Ridmrd, i. Ill, 118. 
Maurice, i. 38. 
Maynard, v. 1. 

Merton, de, Walter, i. 132, 143. 
Middleton, de, Richard, i. 189. 
More, Sir Thomas, ii. 1. 
Morton, Cardinal, i. 355. 

Ktrille, George, i. 314, 327. 
Neville, Ralph, i. 116, 119. 
Nigel, i. 94. 

Northington, Lord, ri. 30C, 825. 
Nottingham, Lord, ir. 236. 

Offord, de, John, i. 215. 
Onnood, f . 40. 

Pamynge, Sir Robert, i. 211. 
PaLa, de la. Sir Michael, i. 247. 

kannlphui, i. 52. 



Reginald, i. 55. 

Reimbaidus, i. 35. 

Reynolds, Walter, i. 169. 

Rich, Lord, ii. 143. 

Roger, Bishop of Salisbuiy, i. 48, 53. 

Roger Pauper, i. 54, 

Bothertm, Thomas, i* 337. 

RiweU, John, i. 344, 346. 

Sadyngton, de, Robert, i. 214. 
St. John, Oliver, iii. 322. 
Salisbury, Earl of, i. 305; iii. 323. 
Salmon, de, John. i. 175. 
Sandale, de, John, i. 172. 
Scrope, le. Lord, i. 240, 245. 
Searle [or Scarle], John, i. 262, 267. 
Shaftesbury, Lord, iv. 154. 
Simon the Norman, i. 118. 
Somers, Lord, 54. 
StafTord, Edmund, i. 260, 268. 
Stafford, John, i. 297. 
Stillington, Robert, i. 330. 
Stratford, de, John, i. 186, 200, 202. 
Stratford, de, Robert, i. 201, 203. 
Sudbury, de, Simon, i, 242. 
Swithin, St., i. 30. 
Swithnlphtti, i. 29. 

Talbot, Lord, vi. 126. 
Terryll. iii. 377, 386. 
Tbanabf, de, John, i. 217. 
Thorpe, Sir Robert, j. ,22 i. 
Thurlow, Lord, vii. 153. 
Trevor, Lord Comnaissionej, v. 36. 
Turfcetel, i. 32. 

Waldric, i. 51. 

Warham, Archbishop, i. 365, 3''4. 
WaraaviUa, de, Ralph, i. 91. 
Waynflete, i. 309. 
Wengham, de, Henry, i. 130. 
Wliitelock, iii. 328, 350,362, 374, 379. 
Wickhom, William of, i. 224^ 255. 
Widdrington, iii. 328, 362, 886. 
Wilde, Serjeant, iii. 322. 
Williams, Lord Keeper, iii. 147, 180, 
Winchester, Marqnen of, ii. 136. 
Wolsey, Cardinal, i. 377. 
Wright, Lord Keeper, v. 203, 208. 
WriothMley, Lord, ii. 114, 128. 

Torka, Charles, vii. 53. 



INDEX 



f%6 Roman yuauralt r^er to the Foluma — the Arabic Figuret to the Paget tjf each 

Volume, 



ABBOT. 

Abbot, Arcbbiahop. ungeneroos prosecution 

of. for manslaughter, iii. Hfl, 
Abdicaiion, conference about, 1689, v. 23. 80, 

A Becket. Thdmas, parentage. L 66— educa- 
tion, 67— Archdeacon of Canterbury, 68— 
Chancellor, 59— hospi tal i ty , 6 1 — popu lari ty, 
§2— embassy to France, 63— military 
prowess, 66 — clerical invectives against, 
68— Archbishop of Canterbury, 20— resigns 
Great Seal, 71— rupture with the King, 23 
—Constitutions of Clarendon prepared, 74— 
tried, convicted, and sentenced, 76— inde- 
pendent conduct, 77— visits France, 78— 
Rome, 79— intei-view with the King, 80— 
kiss of peace refused by Henry, 81 — 
reaches England, 82— triumphant reception 
In Canterlmry and I^ndon, 83 — attacked 
by four knights, 84— courageous conduct, aS 
—assassinated, 86— a martyr— discanonized 
by quo warranto, 87— vituperators, 88 — 
eulogists, 89— just estimate of, ib. 

Abercromby, Right Hon. J., censured by 
Lord Eldon, X. 47 — explanation by in House 
of Commons, 49— Speaker, 63— created a 
peer, tt.— Chief Baron m Scotland, 

Aberdeen, Provost of, hanged by a Chief Jus- 
ticiar, L 4. 

Abhorrera. faction of the, Iv. 303. v. 39— pro- 
ceedings against, iv. 304. 

Abingdon, Earl of, imprisonment of, vi. 269 
— election for borough of, v. 369. 376. 

Abinger, Lord, firmness and extraordinary 
ability as an advocate, vii. lai ; vlii. an ; 
ix. 3§5 - recollections of Lord Erskinc, 291 
— thanked by ministers for the conviction 
of Hunt, ix. 397— Welsh Judicature Act 
prepared by, x. 132 — only Chief Baron 
raised to peerage, vJll. 22* 

Absalom and Achitophel composed to procure 
the execution of Lord Shaftesbury, iv. 223. 

Abuses, legal, report on in 1740, vi. 

Accursii, Franciscus, ambassador from Ed 
ward L to the pope and King of France, L 
154 — lectures on civil law at Oxford, ib. 

Ackroyd v. Smithson, victory of Lord Eldon 
in, viL 197j Ix. 165* 

Acton Bumel, architectural remains and 
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picturesque situation of, L 146— parliament 
held at, 143 — castle of, 149 — descent of 
estates in, IM. 
Acts, the Six, tmoonstitutional code ot, passed, 
ix. 3S7. 

Adair. Sir R., memorable mission of, to the 
Empress Catherine, v. 233. 

Adam, Lx>rd Commissioner, recollections by, 
of Lord Ix)ughborough, vii. 356. 373j viil. 
3» 20, 209— of Lord ErftWine, 254; ix. 40— 
counsel for Lonl Melville, vlii. 394. 

Addington. — See Sidmouth. 

Addison, Rt. Hon. Joseph, noble reflections 
by, on the life of Sir T. More, IL 67— 
residence of, 159— extracts from the Free- 
holder by, iv. 56— character of Lord Somers 
by, v. 74j, 191, 193, 200— verses to Lord 
Somers, 115 — annuity from George L — 
foreign travels, 117 — flight from FYance, 
143— poverty of, 148— elected to Kit-Cat 
Club, 149— eloge of Somers by, 162j 188 — 
dedications of the Spectator composed by, 
182— intimacy with Swift, 189— tragedy of 
Cato applauded by Whigs and Tories, 221 
— secretary to the Lords Justices on the 
death of Queen Amie, 290— rupture with 
Steele, 330- sentiment of Pope to, vlL 292. 

Admiralty Jurisdiction of the Chancellor. 

249. 

Adolorata and Estatlca, credulity respecting, 
ii. 49^ 

Adolphus, J., History of England by, ac- 
count of appointment and death of Charles 
Yorke in, vii. no— accuracy of praised by 
George HI, 213 ; viii. 170— Sute Trials 
of 1794 censured— blames the attack on 
Franklin by Lord Loughborongh, 20i .324 
— talents of Thurlow and Ix)ugbborough 
contrasted by, 4 — on trial of Peltier, 
2£fix 

Adulpbus. Chancellor to King Edgar, L 34. 

Adultery, parliamentary debates and deci- 
sions respecting, vii. 207 ; viii. 193. 199. 
333 ; ix. 217^ 229. 

Advocate, an accomplished, defined by Lord 
Campl>ell, ix. 2fi. 

Age (old), reasons for its arrival sooner in 
former than in modem times, li. & 
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Aids, when claimable by the king as feudal | 
lord from bis subjecte, ii. 2. j 

Albert, H.K.H. Prince, enrolled a Bencher of 
Lincoln's Inn, vi. 13T. 

Alcock, Jobn, Bishop of Worcester, Chan- 
cellor to Henry VII., L 353— learning and 
experience, 354— Bishop of Ely, 355 — 
founds Jesus College, Cambridge, ii>. 

Alcuin. reputation of, among the Anglo> 
SaxoQs for learning and ability, L 20. 

Alden, first Bishop of Sherborne, life and 
miracles of, L ifl. 

Alderson, Baron, notices of, yii. I£2 ; x. S$ 
— verses by, vii isa. 

Ale, quality of, made in England in the 12th 
century, L fii. 

AJemore, I^ord, dignified eloquence of, vii. 351. 

Alexander IIL, Pope, protected by Louis VII., 
rivalry of, with Victor IV., L 73— abro- 
gates the Constitutions of Clarendon, 25 — 
generous reception of k Becket by, 78 — 
obtains possession of Rome, 79— mandate 
from, 23. 

Alexander, Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor, 
extravagant habits, L 63 — journeys to 
Rome, fiA — founds several convents — 
Jealousy of the King, imprisoned, death, ib. 

Alexander, Chief Baron, anecdote of Baron 
Perrin related by, vi. 324. 

Alexander, Emperor of Russia, ingenuous 
remark of, on parliamentary opposition, vi. 
64 — remonstrance respecting the Princess 
of Wales, ix. 364. 

Alfred, King, erroneous statement of Lord 
Coke as to Court of Chancery in the reign of, 
L 3 — tuition and travels with St. Swithin, 

Alfric, abbot of St. Albans, Chancellor to 

Ethelred, L M. 
Alien Act of 1792, provisions of, viii. 112. 
All Souls College, qualification for Fellows 

of, vL 12fl. 

All the Talents, administration of, ix. 1-10, 

262,231, 

Alliance, the Triple, policy of, iv. 148. 169 — 
the Grand, victorious results of, v. 167 — 
specific objects of, 173, 212 — unpopu- 
larity of, 17i— plans of, 208; viiL 157. 

Almanacs, act imposing a stamp on, vii. IM 
— legal proceedings respecting, viii. 254. 

Almanza, battle of, results, viii. 2L 

Alsatia, a notorious haunt of profligacy, ii. 144. 

Alstan, Bishop of Sherborne, commands 
armies against the Danes, L 3iL 

Alvanley, Lord, disliked by Lord Thnrlow, 
vii. 20L 294^ 305— Master of the Rolls, 
260; Ix. 178— able judgments by, vlli. m 
—made Solicitor>6eneraI by Mr. Pitt, ix, 
171 — on Northern Circuit, 181 — created a 
Peer, 385. 

Ambassadors, why freed from arrest, vi. 143. 

Ambler, meagre reports by, vi. 318. 3aL 

Amelia, Princess, residence of, v. 31. 

America, matrimonial disputes decided by 
Chancery in, ii. 128— superiority of talent 
possessed by the senate in, v. 380 — limited 
powers of legislature in, vi. 251 — Stamp 
Act repealed. 222 ~ fatal tax on tea im- 



ported into, 385; viii. 21— separaUon o^ 
encouraged by the speeches of Lords Chat- 
hum and Camden, vi. 37§ conciliation 
with recommended, 394 ; vii. lii — at- 
tempted, vii. 9j 397— war with, opinions 
respecting. 1 — imprudent measures af- 
fecting, 138^ 325 — non intercourse, act 
against, 132 — memorable petition from, 
viii. 16— speeches against, 25 — anxiety re- 
specting war with, 27— active prosecution 
of war with, 33— declaration of indepen- 
dence by, vii. 139— aversion of George III. 
to a separation with, 150— aided by France, 
203 — defective state of British army during 
war with, viii. 237. 

Amiens, peace of. debates on, vii. 286; viii. 
199, 361— scenes in Paris during, 363— 
British subjects detained after, 3lii. 

Ammonius, correspondence of, with Sir T 
More, L 389— praise by, of Wolsey as 
Judge, 22fi. 

Amptbill, the residence of Queen Catherine 
after her banishment from Court, ii. 47. 

Amos, A., " De I^udibus" edited by, L 312. 

Amsterdam, hospitable reception of Lord 
Shaftesbury by the municipality of, iv. 
222. 

Anabaptists, excesses of in Germany, ii. 174. 
Anderson, Chief Justice, parliament opened 
by, il.2fii. 

Anderson, Rev. Dr., proceeding by against 
David Hume, vii. 349-354. 

Andover, charter granted tu the monks of, 
by the Conqueror, L IL 

Andrews, Bishop, witty remark of, it 356. 

Angel, the usual fee of a barrister, iii. fifj. 

Anglo-Norman period, position of the Chan* 
cellor during, L 4, 

Anglo-Saxons, Chancellors appointed by, L 3 
— towns, villages, and Institutions founded 
by, 29— destined to be a numerous and 
powerful race, »6.— Church endowed with 
tithes by, 30— vitality of language and insti- 
tutions of, 37— females not allowed to reign 
over, 49— oppression of by the Normans, 
— recreations forbidden to, 67 — delight of on 
the elevation of a Becket, 60— language of, 
proscribed, rb.— general depression of in the 
reign of Richard 96— inhabiting London, 
engaged In trade, liUL 

Animals, acts for preventing cruelty to, Ix. 
21— injurious results from wanton cruelty 
to, 23— affection of Lord Erskinc for, 28. 

Arjou, Geoffry, Count of, marriage of, L 49^ 

Annals of the Stage, extracts from, ill. 

Anne, Queen, appoints a Bishop to be 1x)rd 
Privy Seal, L 40— flight of to Nottingham, 
iv. 404— reconciliation with William III., 
V. 108— History of last Fotir Years of, by 
Swift, 142 — unconquerable aversion to the 
Whig party, 146— intense grief on the 
death of the Prince Consort, 168 — secret 
conferences with Harley, 169 — quarrel with 
Duchess of Marlborough, 170— shocked by 
the doctrines propounded on the trial of 
Sacheverell, 173 — changes of Ministry made 
by, 174 — malignant nature of libels pub- 
lished in reign of, 177— creates twelvt 
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peerages In one day, 179— sadden death of, 
183. 28»— purity of manners at Court of, 
193 — excluded from the Commissions of 
Regency by William III., 207— accession 
of, 208— improvement in administration of 
criminal justice at the accession of, 216 — 
proscription of the Whigs by, 243— coun- 
cils held by on Sunday evenings, 249 — 
subjection to Duchess of Marlborough, 261 
—licentiousness of the press in the reign 
of, 273 — character of, by Duchess o' 
Marlborough, 211i — graceful delivery of 
Koyal Speeches by, 296— enlightened Jaco- 
bites in the reign of, 385 — anxiety for the 
succession of the Pretender, 391. 

Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, exiled 
by William Hufus, L 3?^ 43, 

Anson, Lord Admiral, marriage of, vi. 265. 

Anstey, Pleader's Guide, extracu from, iil. 
274. 329; iv. 299, 343, 347 : v. 205 ; vi. 350. 

Answers, written, to Bills m Chancery, estab- 
lished, L 212x 

Anti-Jacobin Review, contributors to, viii. 
211. 

Apophthegms, collection of, by Lord Bacon, 

iii. L25^ 

Apparel, statute against excess of, L 26^ 
340. 

Appeal of murder, odious system of revenge 
abolished, v. 233 ; viii. 24 — allowed, 22. 

Appeals from Court of Session allowed, vi. 
206. 

Apostles' Creed, history of, by Lord Chan- 
cellor King, vi. 65a 

Apsley House. Piccadilly, erected by Lord 
Chancellor Bathurst, vii. 152.— >?eg Ba- 
tiiurst. 

Arbuthnot. History of John Bull by, v. I2fi. 
Arc, Joan of, trial and condemnation, L 
293. 

Archer, Justice, incompetency as a Judge, 

iv. 28L2afi. 

Archy, the ling's fool, punishment of, iii. 

235. 

Ardrw, vale of. Field of Cloth of Gold in, L 
399. 

Arfastus, Bishop of HelOMtadt, Chancellor 
and Bishop of Thetford in Norfolk, L AL. 

Argyll, Duke of, unfair trial before, vi. 248 — 
opposes ^inburgh Disfranchisement Bill, 

•2 1 2. 

Aristotle, system preferred at Oxford to 

Ix)rd liacon's, iii. 139. 
Arlington, Earl of, influence over Charles 11^ 

iv. 92. 

Armada, the Spanish, defeat of, ii. 2&2. 

Armagnac, Count of, ambassadors appointed 
to treat with, by Henry VI., L 21^ 

Armata, by Lord Erskine, iii. 140^ ix. 33-36. 

Arms of England altered, viii. m. 

Armstrong. Sir Thomas, execution of with- 
out trial, iv. 334-370— attainder reversed, 

aiL 

Army, pamphlet, by Lord Somers, urging 
necessity of a small standing, v. 119— by 

■ Lord Erskine on abuses in, viii. 235— de- 
fective hlaie during American war, 237. 

Amulph, Chancellor to Heury L, i. SI. 



Array, memorable commission of, iv. 24. 

Arthur, lOng of i!4igland, appoints a Chan- 
cellor, i. 2. 

Arthur, Prince, murder of, L 108. 

Articles, Six, the bloody bill of, ii. 93 — 
cruel and arbitrary conditions of opposed by 
Cranmer, 99 — mitred Abbota and Priors 
ejected from Parliament by, ib. — law of, 
executed with frightful vigonr, 104 — 
framed against Lutheranism, 1J4 — punish- 
ment for disobedience to, 119— repealed. 
ISL 

Arundel, Earl of, convicted and executed, I, 
261 ; ii. 30L 312. 

Arundel, Mayor of, firm conduct of to Judge 
Jeffreys, iv. 426. 

Arundel, T. de. Bishop of Ely, altert:ation 
with Earl of Suffolk, L 250— Chancellor, 
rebels against Richard, 253 — dismissed, 
254 — second time Chancellor, 257 — ^juris- 
diction of Chancery extended under, 2£a 
— accompanies Richard to Ireland. 359 — 
removed, 260 — Impeached and banished, 
261— joins Bolingbroke, 262— plans the in- 
vasion of England by Heury IV., again 
Chancellor, 263 —returns and deposes Rich- 
ard, 264 — attack on church property de- 
fended by, 270 — Chancellor a fourth time, 
273— dismissed, a violent persecutor of 
the Lollards, 274— fifth time Chancellor, 
216— removed, 277— death, 278. 

Ascbam, Roger, tutor of Queen Elizabeth, 
protected by Gardyner, iL 189— assassina- 
tion of. iv. 42. 

Aschatinius, Prior of Leicester, remarkable 
conversation of with k Becket, L 69. 

Ascue, Anne, zeal of against Popish doctrines 
ii. 119— tortured and burnt, 12IL 

Ashbumham, John, injustice of Lord Claren- 
don to, iv. IM, 

Ashbnrton, Baron, title conferred on Dun- 
ning, vii. 19— Treaty, incident of, 221. 

Ashby V. White, debates and decisions re- 
pecting the memorable action of, v. 163- 
156; 210. 244— argmaaent of Lord Campbell 
on, 215. 

AshurHt, Mr. Justice, a Lord Commissioner 
of Great Seal, vii. 223, 270; viii. 6^ 109— 
incompetency, 80, 109 — verses onHBy Lord 
Erskine, ix. M. 

Assembly, General, proceedings by against 
Lord Kames and l>avld Hume, vii. 349 — 
against theatrical performances, 351. 

Assiento treaty, discussions on, v. 287; viL 

m. 

Assizes, bloody, before Jeffreys, iv. 381. 
Associations of lawyers formed to repel the 

expected invasion by Napoleon, iiL 298; 

viii. 367. 

Aston, Mr. Justice, a Commissioner of Great 
Seal, vii. 12ft, 

Atalantis, the New, infamy and popularity 
of, V. 193 — calumnious statements in, 22fl 
— malevolent account of Sarah Stout's 
death In, 239 — a Jumble of obscenity and 
falsehood, 345. 

Atcherley, Mr. Serjeant, suggestion by, re- 
specting Lord EUesuicre, ii. 378. 
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Atlielstan ajssumes the title of King of Eng- 
land by advice of Thurketel, L 22. 
Athenian Letters, authorship and merits, 

vii. 55— praised by Bartheldmi, ifi. 
Atkyns, Chief Baron, treatise by on the 

equitable Jurisdiction of Chancery, il. aiifi. 
— competency as a Judge, iv. 419 — made 
Speaker of the House of Lords, v. 4&. 

Atierbury, Bishop, Preacher at the Rolls, v. fia 
—declaration in favour of Pretender by, 2ftl 
—attainder of, 336— banished, 33L Alll ; vi. 
177— defended by Swift and Pope, v.337— 
spirited offer by, 393— death, vi, Ha. 

Attorneys, origin of, UL 341— privileges of 
barristers usurped by, i6.— buggery of, iv. 
285— respectability of, 379— jokes against, 

viii. 3fiL 

Attorney-General, right of to sit In the 
House of Commons considered, lii. 61— 
former perquisites, 240; vi. 116— privileges 
and duties attaching to the ofiBce of, v. 94: 

vi. 190; ix. 189, 208— seldom made Chief 
Baron, vili. 29, 37— large fees payable to, 

vii. 85; ix. IfifL 

AubreyT Letters, extracts from, respectlog 

Sir T . More, L Ifi. 
Auckland, Lord, correspondence during 

American war with Lord Loughborough, 

viii. 27-9. 31^ 56, 68^ 80— views on French 
Revolution, 154 — bungling conduct In 1801, 
183. 186— Bill to punish adultery introduced 
by, ix. 211. 

Audley v. Audley, earliest suit known, L L 
Audley End, erected in honour of Lord Chan- 
cellor Audley, described by Sir W. Dugdale, 
ii.112. 

Audley, Lord, trial of, HI. 225— executed, 22fi. 

Audley, Lord Chancellor, pliant and in- 
human conduct of, ii. 39j conduct of on 
trial of Sir T. More, 61-^ — character, 

78 — parentage, education; called Serjeant, 

79 — elected to Parliament, Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, 80 — Speaker of the 
House of Commons, 81 — remonstrance of 
the King to, 82 — Lord Keeper, 83 — 
Lord Chancellor, 84 — a Commissioner for 
administering oath of supremacy, 85 — 
Infamous conduct towards Bishop Fisher, 
86— to Sir T. More, 88— a slavish tool of 
Thomas Cromwell, 89— aids the separa- 
tion from Rome and punishment of 
those who favoured Luther : efficient 
in the suppression of monasteries, tb. — 
activity in promoting the execution of 
Anne Bolejrn, 90 — arbitrary statute pre- 
pared by, 94 — created a Peer, 95— uiyust 
decision against Marquis of Exeter and 
Lord Montague, tb. — visit to Edward VL.afi 
— abbey lands obtained by, 97 — Knight of 
the Garter, 98 — Six Articles Bill introduced 
by, tb. — leal for the prosecution of 
Cromwell, 100 — promotes the divorce of 
Anne of Cleves, lOl — prosecutes Catherine 
Howard, 105 — bills framed by, to regulate 
the succession, 109 — illness, death, IID 
-family, 111 — character, 112 — college 
atCanilridge founded by, 113 — anxiety to 
promote the Reformation, lU. 



Augmendns, a benevolent ecclesiaatic, ap- 
pointed Chancellor by Ethelbert, L 2Su 

Augmentations, Court of, revenues raised by, 
for Henry VIII., ii. 

Augustine, a Venetian in the service of 
Wolscy, suspicions against, L 427. 

Augustine, St, Anglo-Saxons converted to 
Christianity by, L 4 — accompanied from 
Rome by benevolent ecclesiastics, impor* 
tant code of laws drawn up by, 22* 

Aula Regia, L 6, 7, 8 — presided over by the 
Chief Justiciar, 5 — ^juridical writers during 
the subsistence of, 7 — dissolution of, 8 — 
administration of Justice in, ^ — gra* 
dually subdivided, 142 — vexatious con- 
sequences of its ambulatory course. 

Austerlitz, battle of, £atal results from, viii 

21L 

Austin, Billy, inquiry as to parentage of, ix. 
211L 

Auto-biography of Lord Eldon, ix. 15?^ 164 
187. 196, 199. 209. 239, 249. 295, 353; X. 
262, 274, 279, 2ii2. 
Auxerre, flourishing Juridical school at, L 6& 
Avignon, residence of the Popes at, L Ifil 
iv. m. 

Aylesbury election case, v. 210. 211, 367 — 

debates relating to, 245; vL 73 — right of 

voting In enlarged, ix. 253. 
Aylesford, first E!arl, brilliant and successful 

career of, Iv. 277. 
Ayremynne, Richard, Master of the Rolls, k 

177. 180. 



B. 

Bacon, Anthony, iii. 4 — character by of Lord 
Ellesmere, 

Bacon, Lady, mental accomplishments of, iii. 
1. 

Bacon, Lord, on the praetorian power of 
Chancery. L 10 — extracts from Life of 
Henry VII. by, 358, 360- parentage, iii. 3 
— education, 5- foreign travel, 6— returns 
on sudden death of his father, 7— call to 
bar, 9 — counsel extraordinary to the Queen, 
10 — enters parliament, 12 — speech on law 
reform, 13 — against a subsidy, 15 — inef- 
fectual entreaties for office, 17— letter to 
the Queen, 19— resolution of retiring from 
public life, 21 — maxims and essays, 23 — 
re-elected to Parliament, 24 — supports a 
subsidy, 26— arrested for debt, 27 — law 
tracts, 29— prosperity, 31— intercession for 
EsHex, 33 — counsel against Essex, 3? — base 
Ingratitude towards Essex, 38, 41— aversion 
shown to after death of Es-sex, 43 — supports 
monopolies, 46— pres<'nted to King James, 
47— flighted and married, 49 — literary 
efforts ot, 5 1 — again disappointed of office,53 
—made Solicitor-GeneraU 65— letters to the 
King, 67— Attorney-General, 60— supports 
benevolences. 62 — prosecutes Peacnam, 
63— solicits the Great Seal. 67— a Privy 
Councillor, 71 — proceedings by, against 
Ldti Coke, 73 — Lord Keeper, 79— diimer 
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to the Judges, 85— prosecutes Ooke in the 
S:ar Qminber for forcible rescue of bis 
daughter, 87 — abject apology, 89 — Lord 
Chancellor with a Peerage, 91 — acquiesces 
in the execution of Raleigh, 93— proaecutes 
Yclverton, 94 — publishes Novum Orga- 
num, 95— created a Viscount, 99 — accused 
of corruption, 103— absents himself from 
Parliament, 104— letter to the Peers, 106— 
additional charges of bribery, 106 — letter 
to the King, 107— first confession, 109— 
deprived of Great Seal, ill— final judg- 
ment pronounced, 112 — sentence, 113 — 
committed to the Tower, 117— released, 
119 — mitigation of sentence, 120 — oom- 

Eoses History of Henry Vil., 121— devotes 
imself to literary occupations, 122 — love 
of show and actual destitution, 1,23— inter - 
view with the King, 125— full pardon, 121 
—literary works, dr-spair at the uncon- 
trolled power of Biu'kingham, 128— makes 
his will, 129— visited by foreigners, 131 
—death, 133— advice to Judccs, 135 — 
cliaracier as a statesman and philosopher, 
137— benefits conferred by writings of, 
139 — private character, 141 — funeral and 
epitaph, 145 — dies insolventt 146— maxims 
of, V. 81. 

Bacon, Sir Nicholas, designation of, in the 
Lords' Journals, L 15 — parentage and 
education, 214 — plan for founding a Uni- 
versity in Ijondon, 215 — conforms to 
l^opery under Queen Mary, t6. — made Lord 
Keeper, advice on Queen's title, 216 — 
moderator in disputation between Roman 
Catholic and Protestant Divines, 218— 
Catholic disputants imprisoned, i6. — an 
excellent Equity Judge, ib.— act of Parlia- 
ment declaring his authority as Lord 
Keeper, 219 — address inviting the Queen 
to marry, 222 — answer to House of Com- 
mons intcrrupt«Hi by the Queen, 224— 
pamphlet respecting the right of succes- 
sion written by, 225 — dismissed from 
Privy Council and ordered to confine him- 
self to business of Court of Chancery, ib. — 
ts restored to Privy Council and Queen's 
confidence, ib. — examines into the charge 
of murder against the Queen of Scots, 22S 
— reprimands the Commons, 228 — kindness 
of Klizabeth to, 230 — corpulency, ib. — 
death. 231 — funeral, tb. — character by 
Oimden. by his son, by Hayward, 232— 
scholarship, oratory, high qualification as 
a Judge, writings, 233— jests, 234 — ques- 
tioned at the gate of Heaven re^jpecting a 
decree, 236— wealth, children, 236— pa- 
tience and suavity of, 379. 

Baconian system excluded from Universities 
in England, but encoumged in Scotland 
and the Continent, lii. 139. 

Bag of red velvet for the Great Seal, first 
notice of. ii. 132. 

Biiley, Old, Report of prisoners capitally 
convicted at, made to the Sovereign, dis- 
continued, L 14j V. 260 — alteration by 
Lord EUlon. x. 2S2. 

Bttillie, Capt R.N., memorable case of, tUL 



I 245— eminence obtained from by Er&kit)o, 
I ix. 16CL ifii 

I BaiUieTUr., anecdote of, vil. 157— death.bed 

of Mr. Pitt attended by, Ix. 16— of Princesa 

Charlotte, 311* 
Baldock, lialph de. Bishop of London, Chan> 

cellor, L 164 — liierary productions, SU 

Paul's Cathedral restored by, ib. 
Baldock, Robert de. Chancellor, a profligate 

and unscrupulous man, L 177— unpopn- 

larity, 178— dies in Newgate, 179. 
Baldrick, Chancellor, belt named after, L iL 
Ball, John, seditious preacher, L 243. 
Baliol renomices allegiance to Edward L, L 

156 — Edward, claim to the throne by, 190. 
Baliol College, magnificent preaent to, by 

I>ord Shaftesbury, iv. 219- 
Ballads, political, during civil wars, lit 196— 

immodest, respecting Lady Jeffreys, v. 38. 

iiL 

Balmerino, Lord, execution of, vi.24fi. 
Banbury Castle built by Alexander, Bishop 

of Lincoln, L 64 — Peerage Case, Ix. ^3.. 
Bangor (Hoadley), Bishop of. Corporation and 

Test Acts opposed by, v. 329 — (Warren), 

tried and acquitted of riot, viii. 235. 
Banister, Baron, an incompetent Judge, v. 

295. 

Bankers' case, iv. 160, 152, 178 — celebrated 

judgment of Lord Somers in, v. 99^ IQI 

—judgment in, reversed, 12fl. 
Bankruptcy, powers of the Chancellor in, 

L la— Act of Lord Chancellor Brougham, 

X. 153. 

Banks. Sir John, Attorney-General, ilL Ifit 
— unconstitutional prosecutions conducted 
by, 273 — character as a lawyer, 277. 

Bannockbum, battle of, described by Hume 
of Goldscroft, L IIL 

Bar, supposed origin of the term, L 14 — 
usual fee of, iii. 68— morality of, during 
reign of Charles IL, iv. 287— qualifications 
necessary for success at, v. 73j ix. 79 — 
training required for in Scotland, vli. 34 — 
etiquette of, iv. 285 ; vii. 379 ; viii 272 ; 
ix. 79, 180, 211— independence of secured 
by Erskine, 277 — regulations respecting 
the dress of, ii. 212— respecting h&gs, vii. 
170— fees formerly paid to, iii. 68 — fees 
of during the Protectorate, 396 — formerly 
coui^uUed without an attorney, 341 — im- 
prisoned by the House of Lords for breach 
of privilege, iv. 189. 

Barber's " Bruce," orthography of, vii. 362. 

Barbuit'a case, decision in, vi. 1^3. 

Bjirdflt'ld Parva, descendants of Chancellor 
l»e Chishull settltKi at, L 139. 

Barebones' parliament, number and compo- 
sition of, iii. 369— attempt by to abolish 
Courts of Law, 360 — dissolution of, 361. 

Barnardiston u. Soame, doubts raised in tb« 
case of, L 10^ 

Barnes, Dr., sermon against Wolsey, L 395. 

Bamet, battle of, L 333. 

Barnwell, C F., verses contributed ty, rUL 

157. 

Baronets created by Cromwell, iii. 37 Ol 
Barony In fee, how created, v. lio. 



Digitized by Google 



BARR6. 



INDEX. 



BERMUDA. 



837 



Barre, Colonel, attack Ml Tx»rd LonKhboroagb 
by. vili. 2— retort on Ijord Melville, 33. 

BarrinKlon, Hon. I)., pan^^ric by, on Lord 
ilardwicke, vL 302. 

Barthel^mi, Travels of Anacbarais by, viL 
65— praise of Athenian Letters by, 

Barton, Klizabetb, the Holy Maid of Kent, 
attainted of high treason for speaking dis- 
respectfully of Henry VI IL, U. 49— hiingcd 
and bebcadi d at Tyburn, SlS^ 

Basilicon Doron, extract from, vi. 213^ 

Basle, portrait of Sir V. More and his family, 
by Holbein, preserved in the Town Hall 
of, 11. Ifi. 

Bastide, French ambassador, attempts by 
to bribe Lord Clarendon, iv. 89t SiL 

Bastwick, Dr^ cruel puniabmenl Inflicted on. 
iiL 221* 

Bathurst, Dean, Master of Trinity, Cambridge, 
vii. ua. 

Batburst, Allen, 1st Earl, parentage, created 
a px-er. treasurer to George ILL, intimate 
friend of distinguished literary men, vii. 
119— elegant tastes, 120— Eult^ium on by 
Burke, 121— sarcastic speech by, in favour 
of Atterbury, v. a3L 

Batburst, Lord Chancellor, parentage, vii. 
122 — education, speeches in parliament, 
123— on the Oxford Circuit, 125^udge of 
Common Fleas, 127— a Commissioner of 
the Great Seal in 1770, 129— Lord Chan- 
^ cellor with a peerage, 131 — decisions, 134 — 
presides at trial of Duchess of Kingston, 
132 — conduct during the American war, 
139— resigns office, 144— atti*mpt to bribe, 
145— courage during the Gordon riots, lAl 
— speech against the fa^'tious opposition of 
the Duke of Richmond, 1-19— Act passed 
by, for imposing a stamp on almanacs, IM 
—death, 151 — descendants, 152— demurrer 
of Franklin overruled by, vlii. 21. 

Batburst, Henry, 3rd Earl, a minister to 
George lU and George IV., vii. 152^ 

Batburst, Sii Benjamin, Treasurer of House- 
hold to Queen Anne, vii, LIA. 

Bata, Parliament of. L 2ai. 

Battle, trial bv, vili. 23— abolished, 24— of 
Frogs and Mice translated by Lord Thnr- 
low, vii. 3QQ. 

Baxter, Richard, Chaplain to House of Com 
mons. ill. 387— to the King, iv. 77— trial 
and conviction of before Judge Jeflfreys, 
313. 

Bayeux tapestry, pictorial history of th e 
Conquest displayed in, L 3L. 

Bayley, Sir J., a learned but not strong- 
minded Judge, ix. 396. 

Bayonne, Bishop of, despatches to bis Cotirt 
by, extracts from, ii, L. 

Beards, order issued by the Inner Temple 
against members wearing long, 11. 212. 

Beanies, J., General Orders of Chancery 
edited bv, iv. IL 

Bearcroft, Edward, K.C overmatched by Lord 
Ersklne, vili. 278. 281 — eminence as coun- 
sel, X. A3. 

Beaufort, Cardinal, four times Chancellor, L 
269, 277, 289— jurisdiction of Chancery «x> 

VOL. X. 



tended by, 280 — advances a loan to the 
King on deposit of the crown, 282, 2H3 — 
removed, 284 — rivalry with tlie Duke of 
Gloucester, 29i) — impeached. 291— recon- 
ciled with the Duke of Gloucester, 292— 
renewed feud with the Duke of Gluucester, 
293— presides at the trial of Joan of Arc, 
id. — death ot, 294 — avaricious disposition, 
character, t6. 
Beaufort,' Sir Th(»8., Duke of Exeter — Chan- 
cellor, L 225 — neglects his official duties, ib. 
—guardian of Henry VI.. 215. 
Beaufoy, Mr„ propotsal by to celebrate cen- 
tenary of Revolution, vii. 260. 
Beaumont, Master of the Holls, H. 161. 
Bei'kington, Bishop, extracts from the jour* 
nal of, L 

Bede, reputaUon of among the Anglo>Saxons, 

L 30 — epitaph on, vlL 165* 
Bedingfield. Chief Justice of Common Pleas, 
ill. 339— dastardly conduct of, 403 — anec- 
dote respecting, iv. 321— ability as a Judge; 
419. 

Bedford, Duke of, made Regent by Henry 

v. , L 285— made Protector of Henrv VI., 
387- Regent of France, 290 — (Russell) op- 
poses the attainting the sons of the Pre- 
tender, vL 236. 

Bedsteads used in the 15th century, L 314. 
Beer, first manufacture of, in England, L fi4* 
Bektngharo, Plllas de, honest behaviour as a 

judge, L UlL 
Bellay, French ambassador, eyewitness of 
adulation paid to Wolsey, L 391 — letters 
of. 416. 

Bellingham, Mr. Perceval shot by, ix. 342 — 
supposed olO^t of resentment, 343— €xe> 

cuted. Mi. 

Belsham's History, account of Charles Torke's 

death in, vii. 1X13. 
Benefices in gift of Chancellor intended as 
a provision for clerks in law offices. L 
186— presented to by parliament in 1646, 
ill. 324. 

Benevolences, Illegal, means of raiding sup> 

plies by, iii. 62. 
Bennett, a Vice-Chancellur, anathematised by 

Longchamp, L 105. 
Bentbam, Jeremy, erroneous statements by, 

vi. 269— description of Cockpit contest in 
1774, viii. 16, 19— portraiture of Equity 
practice temp. Geo. IL^ vi. 121 — bgal 
changes of 1733 explained, 134 — recollec- 
tions of Lord Erskine, viii. 242. 

Bent ley, Dr., anecdotes of, vi. 27, 86j ^H. fiL 
Benyon r. Evelyn, decision of Lord Keeper 

Bridgman in, iv. i-U. 
Berealstone, eminent counsel elected for, v 

14^ 21j 22^ 42^ 243 ; vi. 6.{, 90. 
Berkeley. Judge, taken pri-soner when sitting 

in the Court of Kind's liencb, iv. H. 
Berkeley, Sir C, profligate conduct towards 

the Duchess of York, iv. 
Berkeley Peerage case, Incident in, ill. 2ia. 
Berkhamstead Castle granted to k Becket, L 

59— retaken by the King, lA. 
Berlin Decree of Napoleon, effect of, ix. 285. 
Bermuda, discovery of^ v. ^ 
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Bex ley, Lord, Chancellor of the Excheqaer, 
ix. a&JU 

Bible, Iaws against vending Wickllffe's trana* 

lation of, L 279 ; li. im 

Bickenitafr. Isaac, character of Lord Somera 
depicted by, vi. IM. 

Bidun, Walter, Cbancellor to Henry 11^ L 

Bill and Answer in Chancery, terms of, L ft 
— ^introduced, 266— form of, settled in reign 
of Edward IV.. 342, 

Biography, limits defined by Sir James 
Miickintosh, L 3H7. 

Biographers, errortiof. when motives assigned 
by, vi. 269— duties of, viil. 221. 

Birch, Dr., editor of Thurloe papers, ill- 
treatment of, vl, 2aii— tutor at Cam- 
bridge, Athenian Letters conunenced under 
auspices of, vii. 55. 

Bishops, slate offices held by, L iO — seats in 
Parliament originally forced on, 2i — 
triable by juries, 207— excluded from Par- 
liament, iii. 195; iv. 17 — Insane condnct 
under the Stuarta, iiL 312- presence of in 
Parliament desirable, tb.— the Seven, sent 
to the Tower, iv. 399— trial of, v. 75— the 
attainder of Sir John Fenwick voted for 
bya mjyjority of, 112 — political lubricity of 
censured, x. IiL 112^ iiHi 16L 232. 

Blake, Admiral, victories over Spain, iv. IQl 
— laudable conduct of, viii. 22, 

Blackmore, Sir verses on Kit-Cat Qub 
by, V. lis^ 

BUickstoue, Sir W., extracts from Commen- 
taries by, L 6— on the laws of Oieron, 106 
—mistake by, respecting Pe Waltham, 258 
— constitutional d<x;trine that au English- 
man must be tried by his Peers, iv. 218 — 
eulogy of Lord Nottingham, 276— regrets 
disuse of law I^tin, vi. 120— literary fame 
of, vii. 174 — failure in I'arliament, 175 — 
attacked by Junius, tb.— speeches, 393. 

Blair, Sir A., proceedings by the House of 
Lords against, iv. 219— abortive impeach- 
ment of, v. 28, 

Blandy, Miss, trial and execation for parri- 
cide, vii, 121. 

Blencowe, Juntlce, pensioned, vi, 114. 

Blewltt, of Monmouthshire, ancestry of, L i3. 

Bloet, llobert. Chancellor to Rufus, L 43 — 
venality and oppression, 44 — death, ib. 

Blnis, Henry de, founder of St. Cross, near 
Winchester, L 2as. 

Bloomsbury volunteer corps, anecdotes of, 
iii, 29H; viii. 36L 

Blore Heath, battle at, LM2. 

Blount, Charles, present to, by Elizabeth, li. 
286— duel with Essex. 2S7. 

Boadicea. Queen over the Britons, i, ♦9. 

Bodley, Sir lliomas, interesting letter from 
to Lord Bacon. iiL 7 — intimacy with Lord 
Bacon, 13m, 144, 

Boleyn, Aune. ptuision of the King for, L 410 
— " cunning chastity " of, 41 1 — alleged co- 
habitation of Henry Vlll. with, 412; ii. 82 
— afflicted with the sweating sickness, L 412 
— proc<>ntract with I/ord Percy dii^solved, 
ih — beauty and enticing manner of, 413 — 
efforu to disgrace Wolaey, 416-18— auti- 



Eithy to Wol*ey, 426 — influence of with 
enry Vlll., iL 23 — created Marchioness of 
Pembroke, and marrie<l to Heury VllL, 41 
—entreaties of, for enforcing ihe oath of s«" 
premacy, 54— remark to, on More's execu- 
tion, 68 — cause of the prosecution of, 90 — 
prot<^statlon of Innocence by, 91 — modesty, 
temper, and good sense of on the trial, 90— 
execution of, 92 — conviction prosecuted by 
the Papists, 121— letter from U» Gardyiier, 
113 — name seldom mentioned by her 
daughter, 21fii 
Bolingbroke, Kat] of, sworn in a Lord Com- 
missioner of Great Seal in 1646, ill. 322* 
Bolingbroke, Lord, squeamish remarks on 
the manners at the London Clubs, v. 148 — 
Seal of OflBce abruptly taken from. 290 — 
takes UP the cause of James ill.. 391 — 
Prime Minister, 322 — dismisseil by the 
I*retender, 400 — restored in blood, nn- 
rivalled oratory of, 297— impeachment, and 
flight, 298— allowed to return to England, 
337. 401 — anxiety to become a Minister >f 
George 395— bill of attainder agaii.st. 
396 — mental sufferings at being disqualified 
to sit in Parliiinient, 402 — proclamation 
against Pretender issued by, vi. 16 — articles 
in Craftsman by, 176. 
Bologna, Uuiversity of, reply ftxnm, that the 
marriage of Henry VllL was void, iL 40 — 
scholars at. ftiL 
Bonaventuri, eulogistic remarks by, on Lord 

Somers, v. ih6. 
Boniface, uncle of Queen Eleanor, made 

Archbishop of Canterbury, i, 125. 
Bonner, menaces of to Anne Ascue, li. 120 — 

brutal and bloody persecutions by, 195. 
Book of Sp)rts, purport of, iii. 2112. 
" Boohe, the," origin and o^ect of the myste- 
rioas production, ix. 272. 280— injuncUoa 
agniiist. 2dl— copies bought up, '^Ha 
Books, collections of, temp. Edw. 111.. L 195. 
Booth, Bishop of I>urham. Chancellor, L 336. 
Boothe. Margaret, amusing incidents respect- 
ing marriage of, ii. 233. 
Boroughs, small, representation of com- 
plained of, ii. 349— advantages derived from 
to the Senate and State, v. 243; viii. 157. 
264— disfranchised, x. 112. 
Bosa, Chancellor under Withloffe, L 29. 
BoswelU James, educated at Leyden, vL 60— 
Life of Johnson quoted, viL 133, 184. 302 — 
anecdote of Dr. Itobertson, 364 — of Ix)rd 
Loughborough, 377 — of Lord Erskine, vllL 
234— anecdotes of, ix. 163i ■210. 
Botbmar, Baron, conferences with Lord Cow- 
per respecting the differences between 
George L and George II., v. 321. 
Boul(^e, capture of, ii. laL 
Bonchier, Sir John, groundless charge against 
the Lord Keener, iii. 16s— sentence on, 169. 
Bourchier, Sir John, Judge of the Common 

Plea.s, L 204^ 
Bourchier, Sir Robert, first lay Chancellor. J, 
204 — dissatisfaction at his neglect of duty, 
208 — dismissed, 210 — at Cressy with the 
Black Prince, death and estates, 211. 
Bourchier, Cardinal, Archbishop of Canter- 
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bury, Chancellor, L 306 — introduces print* 
Ing into England. 30L 345— a Yorkist, 3M 
— removed, 309— marries Henry Vll. and 
Elizabeth of York, 2M» 

Boarcbier, H„ Earl of Essex, Lord Keeper to 
coward IV., L 335- 

Bourne, Lieut, memorable case of, vili. 255» 

Bracton, IL de. elegance of style, comprehen- 
siveness, lucid arrangement, and logical 
precision of legal work by, L 142, 166. 

Bradford. Earl, ancestry of, iv. 153. 

Bradsbaw presides at trial of Cbas. L,iii. 315 
— Lord (Jommissioner of Great Seal, 377 — 
death, ib. 

Bramston, Sir J.. King's Sergeant, a lengthy 

speaker, iii. 21fi- 
Brancetitre, Johu de, Vlce-Cbancellor, holds 

the Great Seal, L 109- 
Brand. Mr., celebrated motion defeated, ix. 16. 
Brasenose, Principal of, advice to pupils,x.2i)^ 
Braxlield, Ix)rd Juss lice Clerk, severity towards 

Mr. Muir, viii. 144 — debates in Parliament 

respecting. H5. 
Braybrooke, Robert de. Bishop of liondon. 

Chancellor, L 246— passes an act to im- 

prison heretics, 247. 
Braybrooke, Lord, privileges exercised by, at 

Magdalene College, Cambridge, ii. 113 — 

communications from to l/ord Campbell, ib, 
Breda, English exiles residing at, iv. 52 — 

famous Declaration from, 66^ vl. 60 — 

violated, iv. 85 — peace of, IHL 
Bretignl. treaty of, conditions of, L 220. 
Breton. John, Bishop of Hereford, death of; 

L 166. 

Brewster, Rev. J., memoir of Mr. Moises by, 

ix. 116 -letter to Lord Eldon, 117. 

Bribes, a principal source of revenue to Chan- 
cellors in early times, L IL 

Bridgewater, Countess of, imprisoned for not 
disclosing the ante-nuptial incontinence of 
Catherine Howard, ii. liilL 

Bridgmaii, Sir 0., Lord Keeper, parentage, Iv. 
139 — a member of Ix)ng I'arliameni, ib. — 
attends the Oxford Parliament, 140— a 
Commissioner at Uxbridge, lii — Chief 
Baron in 1660-70, 142— presides at the 
trial of the Regicides, 143 — created a 
Baronet and Chief Justice of Common 
Pleas, judgment in a case of parlia- 
mentary privilege, 144 — lx)rd Keeper, li5 
—a good Common I^w Judge, but bad 
Cliancellor, 147— kindness towards ]x>rd 
Clarendon, 148— refuses to seal the De- 
claration of Indulgence. 112 — removed 
from office, 152 — death, character, descend- 
ants, 153i 

Bright, Dr., a distinguished scholar and 
tutor, V. Ml 

Bristol, riots at, in the reJgn of Edward IV„ 
L 22 — shameful surrender of, by Prince 
Rupert, iv. 31 — conduct of Jeffreys at 
during the Bloody Assize, 384. 

Bristol, Earl of, impeachment of Lord Cla- 
rendon by, iv. 94 — goes into concealment, 
2& 

British Coffee-House, a favourite haunt of 
Scotchmen, vii. 379. 



Brito, Sir Richard, travels from Normandy 

to effect the death of k Becket, L &L 
Briton. lianulph, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 

Chancellor, L 
"Britton," a wonderful production for its 

age. written at tbe request of Edward L* 

L 166. 

Brocklesby, Dr., retort of Lord Mansfield 
on, iv. 422— attends Lord Chatham's last 
illness, vii. u. 

Brodie, Mr. P. B , eminence as a Real Pro- 
perty Lawyer, important statute pre- 
pared by, X. LZfi^ 

Broghill. Lord, eloqnence of. iii. 3fia. 

Bromley, Sir Thomas, Judge of the King's 
Bench, temp. Henry VIII., ii. 239. 

Bromley, Sir George, Justice of North Wales, 
iL239. 

Bromley, Sir Thomas, parentage, ii. 238— bred 
to the law, ib. — Solicitor-General, ib. — con- 
duct on the trial of the Duke of Nor- 
folk, 241— gfrief of Mary, 242— interview 
with Mary, ib. — trusted by the Govern- 
ment, 2-«3— Lord Chancellor, ib.—a, good 
Equity Judge, 244— admonishes the new 
Speaker, 2-16 — rebukes members of the 
House of Commons, i& — president at trial 
of Mary at Fotberingay, 247— preliminary 
interview with the Queen 248— baffled by 
her Brm aniduct, 249 — addresijes her, ib. — 
speeches in Parliament to hasten execution 
of Mary, 251— Great Seal affixed by to 
warrant for the execution, 253 — sudden 
illness, death, 254 — character, »<*— friendly 
to religious toleration. 255 — descendants, ib. 

Brookmatts, residence of Lord Somers, locality 
of, v. 1^ 

" Brothers,' famous Society of the, v. 40T. 

Brougham, Lord, entry in the Ix>rds' Journals 
respecting when a Commoner, 1 15 — amic- 
able contest about Great Seal with Lord 
Lyndhurst, 2.1— retiring pensions of Chan- 
cellors arranged by, 2i — interesting 
" Sketches " by, v. 55^ vii. 260; viii. 47— 
of Lord Harcourt, v, 404 — of Lord Thurlow, 

vii. 297 — of Lord Loughboruugh, 340. 311; 
viiL 123j 203— on lx)rd Erskine, ix. 32^ aa 
—enactment in Lord Campbell's "Elbe I 
Bill opposed by. vii. 182— on the duties of 
biographers, viii. 221 ; ix. 67— heroic exer- 
tii»ns for Queen Caroline, 55 — on Ixjrd Sid- 
roouth's resignation as Minister, 245 — con- 
sulted by I>rinces8 Charlotte. 365— attacks 
liord Eldon. x. IL 61— elected for York- 
shire, 143— Lord Chancellor with a peerage, 
146 — Bankruptcy Act of, 153 — Judicial 
Committee of I'rivy Council suggested l)y. 
180— Evening Sittings in Chancery, 152 — 
on the doubit of Lord Eldon, 270 — success 
as an orator, vii. gj^ 

Brown, Thn, Utter of Lord Erskine to on 
Church of England and liberty of the press, 

viii. 33a» 

Browne, a Judge of Upper Bench under 

Cromwell, iii. .{ns. 
Brown, Sir A., demand by. of the Great .'=eal 

from Chancellor ^^'riotJlebley, ii. 132— curl 

replies of Henry VIIL to, US. 
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Bruce, Robert, insarrection nnder, L 163— 
invasion of England by, 171— civil war at 
death of, IM, 

Bniges, amusing scene at, between Sir T. 
More and an arrogant pedant, ii. 22. 

Brunenburgb, famous battle of, fought by 
Athclstan in 938, L 32. 

Bucban, Etirl of, memorable retort on, iii. 4 — 
letters of Lord Erskine to, vlli. 226— anec- 
dotes of, ix. 100-6. 

Buchanan, George, a Commissioner against 
the Queen of Scots, ii. 226 — epitaph by, on 
Sir N. Bacon, 23L 

Buckingliam, (Grenville) Duke of, ancestry 
of, L 160. 

Buckingham, (Stafford) Duke of, prosecution 
and deatli of, L JM, 

Buckitigbam, (Villiers) Duke of, despotic in- 
fluence exercised by, over Charles iii. 
1S8— marriage, 163 — dialogue with the 
King respecting Lord Keeper Williams, 
— anxiety for tlie promotion of Laud, IM 
— romantic jounw-y to Spain, 121 — im- 
peachments promoted by, 174 — plot against, 
by the Spanish ambassadors. Hi — in- 
fluence exercised by, over James L, 117 
—over Charles, 180; 214 «* <t^.— attacks 
by, on the l^ord Keipper, 181. 188 — aa«ai>- 
sfnated. 1H8 — inglorious expedition to Isle 
of Khc, m. 

Buckingham, Duke of, reconciled to Charles 
IL, iv. 105— Prime Minister, 222. 

Buller, Justice, preference of Lord Thurtow 
for, iii. 173: vii. 294— origin of work on 
Nisi Prius by, vii. 127— eminence as a 
Judge, 196— witticism on Court of Common 
Pleas, viii. 51 — conduct in Criminal Cases, 
66— JudRment hi Thelluson s Case, 133 — 
legal tutor of Erskinc, 240 — on trial of 
Dean of St. Asaph, 2IL 

Balls from Rome, introduction of into Eng- 
land forbidden by Henry II., L 81. 

Bulstrode, opinion that law proceedings ought 
to be reported in French, iii. 322. 

Bunce, Rev. J. B^jwes, acwunt by respecting 
the head of Sir T. More, ii. fia. 

Burchet, attempt by to kill Sir C. Hatton, ii. 
260. 2fil. 

Burdett's Case, decision in, vi. 23 — Sir Francis, 
M.P., early care<'r of. vH. 285 — motion on 
arrears in Chancery, x. fiS. 

Burgess r. While, able Jtidgment of Lord 
Northington in, vl. 320. 

Burgh, Hubert de. insolence of, L 114— Chief 
Justiciar for life, il 7 — escape of, fhim 
prison, 119— Influence regained by, ib. 

Burjfhersh, IL de. Chancellor, L 184 — de- 
prived, 186 — a coveU)U.s man, ib. 

Burgoyne, General, calamitous surrender of 
the English army under at Saratoga, vii. 
140 ; viiL 26 ; ix. 166 — resolutions against 
Lord CliveTvIii. 12. 

Burgundy, Court of, countenance given 1^ to 
Perkln Warbeck, L 2^ 

Burke, E., excluded from the Rockingliam 
cabinet, v, 85 — eul(^tic tribute to the 
memory of Earl Ilatnun*t by, vii. 121 — 
votes for abolL>bing imprisonment for 



debt, 151 — famous sentiment mis-stated, 

viii. 5 — pure and sustained eloquence of, 
iii. 137— Appeal from the New lo the Old 
Whigs by, vii. 43 — on America and Lord 
Bdthnrst, 121 — trial by battle advocated 
by, viii. 23 — speech «<n commencement of 
American troubles, 22 — quarrel with Wed- 
derbum, 27 — letters to Lord Loughborough, 
ill iL iMi 6t. 159 — censures on lx)rd Tbur- 
low, vii. 183, 185, 256 — speeches edited by, 
12ii — hfnpeachment of Hastings eagerly 
presjied by, 240; viii. 148. 150. 2iiS — 
cen-Hures Lordtoughborough, 47— aphorism 
of, 292— nickname. 297 — letters on death of 
only son, 141 — views on French Revolution, 
no'. 119— letters on public events, 1 50. Lsa 
— pecuniary diflicullies, 218 — dislike to 
Lawyers, 281 — intimacy with Lord Er> 
skine, 292 ; ix. 33— anecdotes of, SS. 
Burleigh, Lord, explanation by, of his sig- 
nature to the will of Edward VI., ii. 166— 
statistical table of b\imlngs by, 2fia — 
plot for bringing In Lady Jane Grey sup- 
ported by, 216 — conduct of, during the 
reign of Mary, 216 — letter of, to Hatton, 
anticipating the fate of the Queen of Scots, 

Bumel, Robert, injustice done to by historians, 
L 145 — parentiige, erects a fortified castle 
at Acton Uumel, ib. — accompanies lYince 
Edward as private secretary to Palestine, 
U&— Bishop of Bath and Weils, ib.— 
Chancellor, i6.— frames Statute of West- 
minster, 147— devises measures for pacifi- 
cation of Wales, 148 — entertain.s the King 
and parliament at Acton Burnel, 149— ad- 
dress<'a Scottish parliament atNorham,152 
— dies at Berwick, 153— burial, vast weallii, 
and relatives, IM. 

Bumel, Nicholas Lord, contro\'ersy, with 
De Morley, about armorial bearings, L 1^ 

Burnet, Bishop, accoimt of Lord Keeper 
Bridgman's removal, iv. 152 — anecdote 
related by respecting the passing of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, 203 — character by, of 
Lord Clarendon as a Judge, 131 . 1 36— of Lord 
Nottingham, 270, 211 — of Lord Keeper 
Guilford, 333— compulsory exile of, 319 — 
general expression of disfnist on the ap- 
pointment of Jeffreys described by, 368 — 
of .Iud}!;e .JcfFn-ys during the Bloody Assize, 
385— inaccuracies and credulity of, 413— 
character of Lord Trevor by, v. 44 — dlla- 
toriness of the Court of Chancery ezpoeied 
by, 45 — attainder of Fenwick supported by, 
1 12 — character by, of Ix)rd Keeper Wright, 
214 — indefensible conduct in the cxecuUou 
of Fenwick, 231— death, vi. 130. 

Buniey, Miss, recollections of Lord Lough- 
borough, viii. 216 — of Lord Erskine, ilfi. 

Bumham, of the Middle Temple, perse- 
cution of, by Sir T. More, il. sa. 

Bums, R., touching exhortation of, viL 13R 

Burrough, Mr. Justice, anecdote related by, 
respecting the riots of 1780, L 243 — on the 
judicial notion of public policy, vl lAL 

Burrow, Sir J., famous metrical report of a 
decision by, vi. 352. 
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BursUll, Muter of the Rolls, Lord Keeper, L 
235, 

Burton, cmel punishment Inflicted on by 
Laud, iii. 221. 

Bury, Richard de, an eminent scholar and 
wit, parentage, L 191— tutor to Edward 
III. ; Joins iMbella ; flight to France ; 
Keeper of Privy Seal, 192— visits Italy ; 
Bishop of Ihirhiun ; Chancellor, 193 — book- 
collecting propensity, 195 — di^atli, 199. 

Busby, Dr., Judge Jeffreys educated under, 
iv. ML, 

Bute, Earl of. Prime Minister, vi. 283; vii. 
3S1— ability in debate, vL 284— Cider Bill 
of, 286— sudden resignation, 287^ 327— un- 
popularity of, 2^9— Secretary of State, 326 
— personal Influence of, 363— grants a pen- 
sion to Dr. Johnson, viii. a, 

Butler, Charles, reminiscences of Lord Cam- 
den, vL 381 ; viii- 123— of Lord Thurlow, 

vii, 2U5j 297— of Lord Loughborough, vlli. 
123— of Lord Erekine, Ix. 83— of Lord 
Eldoti, X. 264 — a conveyancer, not a bar- 
rister, Ix. 112. 

Byng, Admiral, untoward retreat o^ vi. 

268 — court martial on. 21^ 
Byron. Ix)rd, trial of, vi. 328— (the poet) 

notices of Lord Erekine by. ix. 38. SAx 
Byng, George, M.P., anecdotes of, vii. 276 ; 

viii. IM. 

0. 

" Cabal," derivation of the term, iv. 12, 

Cabal Ministry, formation of, iv. IDS — 
intrigues by, against l^rd Clarendon, 109 
— acts of, no— profligate proceedings of, 
148— full ast*?ndency of, 292— deflnitlon of, 
by Lord Ifk-sldne, ix. 2. 

Cabinet Councils presided over by the Sove- 
reign until accession of George L, iv. 72 — 
held on Sundays by Queen Anne, v. 249 — 
Chief Justice of England disquuUtied for a 
seat in, iv. 263 — ministers, on the duties 
and responsibilities of, ix. ^ 

Cade, Jack, rebellion of, L 3Q2i 

CaBsar, Sir Julius, made Master of the 
Rolls, ii. 358 — loons advanced by to Lord 
Bacon, iii. 123— hears causes in Chancery, 
212. 

Calais, writs sealed at by Wolsey, L 24— 

effect of loss of on Queen Mary, ii. 204. 
Calamy made a royal chaplain, iv. 71. 
Calendar reformed, vi. 251. 
Calves' Head Club, iv. 
Calvin's case, decision in, 11. 252. 
Cam bray, treaty of peace at, ii. 23. 
Cambridge, addresses at, to Ueury VIII., IL 

21. 

Camden, Earl, parentage, vi 351 — educa- 
tion, 353 — coimscl in Chippenham Election 
Case, 355 — sudden success on circuit. 357 — 
ability in a libel prosecution, 358 — deserts 
the common law for Chancery, 360— At- 
torney-General, 361— a silent member of 
the Houae of Commons, lasa — conducts 
prosecution of Dr. Heusey, 363— of Dr. 



Shebbeare, 364— Ix)rd Ferrers, 365— Chief 
Justice of the Common I'leas, 366 — de* 
ci^sion against general warrants, Mi — 
inimen^ popularity, 369 — decision against 
legality of warrants to search for papers, 
371 — increased popularity, 372 — raised to 
the Peerage, ib. — advocates the repeal of 
the American Stamp Act, 329. 373 — ofl"tnce 
given by to George Grenville, 324 — supports 
the llockingham Ministry, 375 — appointed 
Chancellor. 333. — conduct as an Eauity 
Judge, 380 — expression of " Forty days' 
tyranny" attacked by Lords Temple uA 
MansQeld. 2M — oonlidential intercourse 
with Duke of Grafton when premier, 386— 
opinion as to the Chuncellorship of Ireland, 
389 — the expulsion of Wilkes not sanctioned 
by, 392 — advice respecting America disre- 
garded, 396— resigns the Seals, 400— judg- 
ment in the Douglas Cause, 401 — an oppo- 
sition leader, vii. 1— supports the bill for 
reversing the proceedings against Wilkes. 2 
— personal controversy with Lord Mans- 
field respecting law of libel, 3 — opposes 
Royal Marriage Act, 4 — speech on literary 
property, 5 — friendship with Duke of Graf- 
ton, 6— views on the American war, 7 — 
visits Ireland, 8 — urges a reconciliation with 
America, 9 — close intimacy with Lord 
Chatham, 10 — eulogy on l^uii (^latham, 13 
— abuses of Greenwich HospitJil e.\|HJsed by, 
14 — new opposition tactics recommended 
by, 15— speech on the incapacity of Minis- 
ters, 17 — supports the Contractors' Bill, ifi 
— and bill declaring tlic legislativeindepend- 
ence of Ireland. 21— conduct during Minis- 
terial changes of 1782 , 22 — on coalition of 
Lord North and Mr. Fox, 25 — opposes the 
India Bill, 27— gives his support to Mr. 
Pitt, 28 — l^resident of the Council again, 
31 — supports parliamentary reform, 33 — 
created an Karl, 35— conduct on the Re- 
gency Question, 37, 48 — appalled by ex- 
cesses of the French Revolution, 43 — sup- 
ports Libel Bill, 44— last Illness, 48— death 
and character, 49 — eloquence. 60— ejrfcu- 
rean tendencies and descendants, 52 — feel- 
ings on death of Charles Yorke, 115— «arcaa- 
tic remark on Wedderburn becoming Soli- 
d tor-General, vii. 405— remark by on the 
abuses of Judicial discretion, L LL 

Camden, William, notice by of Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, ii. 231— of Bromley, 245— of the 
death of Hatton, 288— of the magnanimity 
of Chief Justice Popham during the rebel- 
lion of Essex, 330. 

Camden Society Publications, error in, ii. 244. 

Cameron, Dr. A., wanton atrodty to, vi. 247 — 
character, 248. 

Campeggio, Cardinal, arrival of in London. L 
412— divorce suit before, 414. 

Camville, Gerard de. sheriff of Lincolnshire, 
resistance by to the arbitrary proceedings 
of Longchamp, L 98. 

Campbell, order by James IL for utter sup- 
pression of the name of, iv. 387. 

Campbell, John, committal of by Irish House 
of Lords. V. 1^ 
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Campbell, Dr., father of Tx>rd Campbell, anec- 
dotes of, vli. 339— recf.llections of Dr. Ro- 
bertson, 364— of Lord Krskine, viii. 225. 

Campbell, Hon. Hallyburton. extracts by, 
from registers of Little Uarddeld, L 139. 

Campbell, I»rd Chancellor of Ireland, L 13— 
pocket picked in court by a thief succecs- 
fully defended by, 77— opinion on the Iaws 
of Oleron, IJlfi — remarks on the alleged 
feudal dependence of Scotland on England, 
and England on Rome, Ul — opinion on the 
ancient modi; of holding l^irliaments, 120 — 
on the earliest popular representation, 135 
—error in Pryiinc corrected by, 144 — in- 
effectual efforts to extend the statute of 
Acton Bumel, 149— recollections of cere- 
monies observed in the King's Itencb on the 
Chancellor leaving his Court, 189 ; ii. 36 — 
anecdote of a Chancellor's plan for collecting 
a library, L 195 ; ix. 144 — defends the 
authorship of tlie Fhilo-biblon, L 1 99— a "De 
Bury " Club suggested by, 200— remarks by 
on the changeable use of letters in several 
langtmges, 2M — on the privileges of the 
Peerage, 207— act prepared by. abolishing 
constructive treason, 218— a trier of Peti- 
tions from Gascony, 221— on salutary re- 
sults likely to arise from new statutes, 231 
— on Winchester School. 258— on the writ 
of subpoena in Chancery, 269 — on the 
beneficial influence of the clergy during 
the dark ages, 277 — on Lingard's mis- 
statement respecting Shakspeare and Car- 
dinal Beaufort, 294— interesting historical 
documents lent to, by Earl Fortescue, 318. 
320— on England's greatness, 335— on the 
abolition of the Star CImmber, 360— act for 
establlshinir 2fl years as the peri«xi of limi- 
tations, ib. — that the law ought to be sys- 
tematically studied asa science in England, 
431— inducements held out to, by Ijord John 
Russell, that be should become Chancellor 
of the Duchy of l.ai)caster, ii. 20^ ix. 4 — 
on tlie absurdity of Anne Boleyn having 
been a person of abandoned character, ii. 41 
—disproves reasons by Turner for palliating 
the execution of Sir T. More, 63— defends 
the speech of More after sentence, 64 — 
errors of former biographers respecting Sir 
T.More corrected by, 53^ 59, 66— iiidigiiati«m 
and disgust at the atnKitiesof Henry VIII. 
being apologised for by some historians, 68, 
127— gratitude for the English Reformation, 
69— not for the selfish and .«lavi8h persons 
who effectuated it, ib. — against a severe 
penal code, 73— and the law of forfeiture 
in cases of larceny, ib. — reasons for the 
early decay of the physical powers in 
former times, 82— on fho due execution 
of the Will of Henry Vli I., 125— on the 
unjustifiable execution of Mary Queen of 
Scots. 253— fin the Court of 'Chancery in the 
time of Lord Kidon, 2h2 - against small 
boroughs electing representatives. 349— as 
to right of Hanoverian Post Natl, 354— em- 
barrassment at commencing a biography 
of l^rd Bacon, ill. 1— on his Ignominious 
&11. 1 12— anxiety of, for literary reputation. 



123— decision that the sovereign is not en« 

titled to decide causes in Courts of Ijiw, 13& 
— Iteform Act of 1832 justified, 1 36 — the 
selection of an ecclesiastic for Chancellor 
improper, 158 — language of EnglLsh Divines 
of the 17 th century censurable, 163 — as to 
the admissibility of the sovereign to be ex- 
amined as a witness on oath, 216 — perqnio 
sites of the Attorney-General abolished by, 
240 — cn-ation of Peers to influence a pending 
impeachment unconstitutional, 283— Joins 
a volunteer corps, 298 — musket preserved 
as an heir-loom, viii. 368 — on the advantage 
of fresh additions to the House of Lords, 
lit 312; vL 145— on the privileges of 
counsel usurped by attorneys, iii. 341 — a 
general registry of deeds advocated, 391 1 
viii. 387— on commencing a memoir oi 
Clarendon, iv, 1 — intolerance displayed to- 
wards Presbyterian worship censured. 41 
— changes and established practice of Cabi- 
net Councils explained, 72— on the com- 
modious size of the House of Lords, 187 — 
warrant of commitment for breach of i>ar- 
liamentary privilege settled by, 195 — that 
a Commoner cannot be legally tried for his 
life by the House of Lords, 218 — on the ad- 
vantages derivable from written judgments, 
250 ; X. 236— that a Member of Parliament 
may enforce the payment of wagei« by the 
amstltuency he represents, iv.27 1— that the 
author of a statute is disqualified to construe 
it, i6.— describes excitement occasioned at 
a B<irough Election by the arrival of a third 
Candidate, 295— seat In Parliament lost by 
in 1834, 296 ; viii. 38j X. 189— Court of Ex- 
chequer being without business, iv. 299 — 
conduct as circuit leader during the cholera 
ravages of 1832, 345 — interview with I*ic 
Nono in August, 1856, 393— that the action 
of Crim. Con. ought to be abolished, v. 9^ 
102— also the property qualification for 
Members of House of Commons, 115 — 
standing order forbidding the publication 
of the life of a deceased Peer, A:c. repealed 
on motion of, 118 — on the frivolous pur- 
suits of retired English lawyers, 148— on 
parliamentary privilege, 154, 245— on the 
right of commitment by the Houses of Ix)rd8 
and Commons. 155— advice of Ix)rd Somers 
censured. 156— on the necessity and diflS- 
culty of defining by statute all the privileges 
of parliament, 152 — that the Ix)rd Lieu- 
tenancy of Ireland ought to be abolished, 
162 — on the ill-advised impeachment of Sa- 
die vcre 11 and the de8<-cration ot the pulpit 
for political harangues, 172 — censure on 
the unjustifiable proceedings against Sir 
John Kenwick. 230— prosecutes Frost for 
high treason, 272 — on the licentiousness of 
the press. 273 — on the abuse of power by 
the Whigs at the accession of George L 
296 — on the articles of impeachmen 
against li«»rd Oxford. 299, 312— <»n the duties 
of Judges in charging grand Juries, 304 — 
as to punishment on unsucce^ful rebels, 
308 — on Jedburgh Justitt?, 309 — on the 
i passing of the Septennial Act, 313 — that 
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the rebellions of 1716 and 1746 were not 
annatural, 316; vl. 343 — on pursuits of 
ex-ChanceUors> v. 341 — that tbe oath of 
abjuration ought to be abolished. 366 — 
conduct as a Nisi Prius reporter, 376 ; viii. 
123 — opinion on hereditary succession to 
tbe Crown, v. 385 — mortification and aur- 

Srise respecting memoir of Lord Haccles- 
eld, vl. 2— on the law of libel, 1 ; vii. 113 
—provisions inserted by in Libel Act, viii. 
346 — on the conduct of Judges towards 
the Bar, vi. 11 — on the Royal Marriiige Act, 
19— on the restriction touching parliamen- 
tary debates. 111— on the rare union of 
elegant composition with eloquent de> 
livery, ,162 — appointed Attorney-General, 
190 — on marriage contracts being regu- 
lattd by statute, 26L 293 — Libel Bill 
of injuriously altered, 363 — on the indis- 
creet expressions used by eminent public 
men, 385 — when a lawyer should enter 
parliament, vii. 122 — on tbe notorious in- 
competency of the commissioners of the 
Great Seal in 1770, 129 — recollections of 
Lord Thurlow, 154, 283— Irreparable loss 
of MSS. and documents at the Temple 
fire, 76 — on the enervating influence of 
rank and wealth, li3 — on imprisonment for 
debt, 151 — ex-offlcio informations filed by, 
178 — on tbe advantages resulting from 
a knowledge of Roman civil law, 192 
— on the indecorous conduct of a Judge 
during imp<»rtant and complicated trials, 
194 — on the murder of Porteous, 213 — on 
Sir R. Walpole as a political leader, 235— 
on the union with Scotland and Ireland. 
251 — on defects in our representative 
system, 268 — legal reforms secured by, 
363— on the Ashburton treaty, 221 — on tbe 
right of nations to remonstrate against 
warlike preparations, 237 — eulogistic tri- 
bute to memory of Follett, 292— on duties 
and morals of English Judges, 293^ 314— 
advice to young Scotchmen, 3«5 — first 
Journey to London, 374 — on results of a 

Cper CTirrencjj, viii. 155~letter to from 
dy Fraijcis^ 212 — educated at St. 
Andrew'^ '^tj -^()jj the indiscriminate vitu- 
peration o$i^F'iX^h Revolution, 136 — on 
Ministers 'c^uen; stoppage of cash pay- 
ments, l5«^iyjK»'rusing speeches of Er- 
«kin&^ 253— nlitweu speech as oiunsel in 
House of T/>rds, ix. 18— on requirements 
for an accomplished advocate. 79 — statutes 
obtained by, 67 — on the best mode of de- 
ciding disputed elections, vii. 1H4; viii. 
10— on the mistake of publishing well- 
delivered speeclies, viii. 12 — on the Re- 
gencv question, 83 — on the conduct of Duke 
of Wellington and F^arl Grey in 1827, 
vi. 333 ; X. 101 — on the selection of Lord 
Erskine as Chancellor, viil. 372 — on at- 
tempting a biograpby of Lord KIdon, ix. 
109 — on Oxford circuit incidents. 160 — 
effects abolition of deodands, 161 — on the 
privilege of voting by proxy, 164 — ex 
officio prosecutions by. 200 — Slate trials 
conducted by, 2i)li — on the lamentable 



abuse In attributing lunacy to the per- 
petrators of atrocicGS crimes, 344— Chan- 
cellor of tbe Duchy of Lancaster and a 
Cabinet Minister, 164^ 384 ; x. 31— on the 
eminent qualities of Lord Tenterdeu, 3t6 
— Solicitor-General, xb. — on Petitions of 
Right, 69 — a King's Counsel, 98— President 
of Real Property Commission, 1 19— on the 
excitement during Reform Bill debates, IM 
—motion on business in Court of Chancery, 
199 — courteous treatment of Lord Eldon 
to, 23.'>— on the eminence of Lord Eldon ai 
an Equity judge, 237. 

Campbell, Thomas, on works of Sir J. Mac- 
kintosh, viii. ]M. 

Campbell v. Hall, important case of, vii. ISfi. 

Ciunpbell, Sir J., correspondence with Lord 
I hurlow, vii. 273, 321. 

Camperdown, victory of, viii. IfilL 

Canning, Rt Hon. G., position in 1827 when 
Premier, vi. 333— egotism of Lord Erskine 
ridiculed by, ix. 92— Jest on Lord Sidmouth, 
viii. 189 — a cabinet minister, ix. 285 —in op- 
position, 334— conduct of Duke of Welling- 
ton and Earl Grey to, vi. 333; x. 101 — 
— struggles for the premiership, ix. 290 — 
duel with Lord Castlereagh, 295 — refuses 
office on death of Perceval, 347— excluded 
fh>m ofBoe in 1809, 299— returns to office, 
374— resigns from unwillingness to sanction 
proceedings against (^een Caroline, x. 21 
— suspicions of Lord Eldon towards, 28 — 
Foreign Secretary, 36 — rising importance, 
42 — replies to Mr. Abercromby, 51— sneers 
at the Tories, 82— Prime Minister, 96— 
death, li»2. 

Canterbury, see of, kept vacant and its reve- 
nues used by the King, L 43— Cathedral, 
bead of More preserved in, iL 68— Arch- 
bishop of fSutton), anecdotes of, x. 21fi. 

Cantilupe, Thomas de. Chancellor, noble 
parentage. L 136 — education, ib. — Bishop 
of Hereford, dies in Italy, 138 — canonised, 
miracles at tomb, ib. 

Capias Writ, dexterous use of, by Court of 
Common Pleas, iv. 299. 

Capitation tax imposed, and its results, L 2i2± 

Cardigan, Earl of. trial of in the House of 
Lords. L I6j II. ifiS. 

Cards, duties imposed on, iii. 224. 

Carendolet, secretary of legation, plot by 
against Buckingliam, iii. 115. 

Carey, Sir R., swift journey to Scotland, ii. 
345. 

Caricatures, political, publication of during 
the Civil War*, iii, IM. 

Carinns, Emperor. pr«>fiigate conduct of, i 2. 

Carlisle, first Earl of, made a Peer by Crom- 
well. III. 3li 

Carlisle, Bishop of, noble speech by in favour 
of Richard LL i- 2fi5j 

Carlisle, Countess of. intrigues of, iii. 2M. 

Carlyle. T , proceedings of tbe Barebouei 
Parliament defended by, Iii. ML 

Caman, Mr., almanac monopoly opposed by, 
viiL 244. 

Carolina, aristocratic constitution for, drawn 
np by Locke, iv. 221. 
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Caroline, Queen, VValpole selected a« Prime 
Minister by, vi. 109 — correbpundenoe witli 
George IL. ua — death of, 212. — See 
Princess of Wales. 

Carter, critlciKm on Lord Keeper Brldgman 
in report* by, iv. 144. 

Carteret, lAtrd, influence in foreign affairs, vi. 
230— created an earl, 233 — character, ib. 

Caab Payments suiipended, vlli. 158 ; Ix. 375. 

CatUs, absence of among the Knglisli, L aa^L. 

Castlemaine. Countess of^ money for tiie sale 
of Duiilclrlc received by, Iv. 92 — influence 
over Charles IL, 107. 

Castlercagh, Visoount.— Londonderry. 

Catalans, desire of the English fur the due 
protection of the, v. 

Catherine of Braganza, iuanspicions mar- 
ringe of, iv. 87— behaviour respecting Lady 
Castlemain*, 8& 

Catherine, Queen, banished from Court, re- 
sides at Amptbill, ii. 47— divorce of pro- 
moted by the reformers, 121— proceedings 
against, 113. 

Catholics. Roman, excloded from parliament, 
iv. 199 — waoton accusation oi, by Lord 
Nottingham, 258, 267 — BPVere laws against. 
V. 2h — persecution of by l»rrl Somers ftillv 
sanctioned, l9o— laws afFeciiticr, vi. 13i viu 
209— debates on, ix. 254, 274, 3o5 ; x. 59.63. 
112— i!^mancipation Act i>a3sed. L29 — Asso- 
ciation in Ireland formed. 59— anecdote 
during debate respcctiiig. 22fi emancipa- 
tion of proposed by Mr. Pitt, viii. 181 — ob- 
noxious Ui George 111., ix. 7 — views of 
Lord Erelcine towards, 12— of Lord Lough- 
borough, viii. lOH. 

Cato, tragedy by Addison, early representa- 
tion of regarded as a political attack on 
l)ulce of Marlborough, v. 221. 

Cato Street conspiracy, x. 3. 

Cattle, hnportation of from Ireland for- 
bidden, iv. 

Cavaliers' enthusiastic and vengeful feeling 
after the death of Cromwell, iv. 65. 

Cavalry furnished by London in the reign of 
Henry 11^ L 

Cave, Fa\^ memorable examination of, vi. 229. 

Cavendish. I^ord J., independence of America 
advoaited by. viii. 25 — 6ir Heury, debater 
re|Kjrted by, vll. 390j 

Cecil, Sir Robert, letter of to Lord Ellesmere, 
ii. 315— dialogue with Lord Essex respect- 
ing Lord Bacon, iii. 1^ 

Ceuwona, Chancellor to King OfTa, L 2S± 

Chalcondvlas. tutor of Dean Colet when In 
Italy, il. 1. 

Cbaloner, Sir T., letters of to Lord Elleimere, 

ii. aifix 

Cbalus. inglorious death of Richard L at the 

siege of, L IM. 
Chamlters, cruel punishment of, ill. 23a. 
Chambers, Sir K., appointed a Judge In 

India, ix. laS. 
Cbampiinaye, M. de, intercepted letter of 

respecting Sir C. Hatton, ii. 294. 
Champerty, abuses of, L 2^9. 
Chanoellor, Lord, pristine duties of, L 3— 

offlce of in Fraiice, 5— common^law Juris- 



diction of, 6 — powers of, respecting writ of 
Ne exeat regno, De coronatore eligendu. 
Bankruptcy, 12— pri\ilege8, L 23^ vii. IM 
— office of, purchased from Henry L, 52 — 
allowance and salary of, 108 — fees and 
emoluments of temp. Henry III.. 132 — 
benefiees in gift destined for particular 
persons, 186 — income of temp. .JaiuesL, iil. 
157 — right of to address the New Parlia- 
ment always recognised, L 296-7 — fools 
kept in the householdof, 421— obscurity of 
descendants of many, vi. 352 — beau ideal 
of, viii. 123 — pensions allowed to, L 24 — 
first secured, viii. income, x. 270, 202 
—list of^32S. 
Chancery, Court of, origin of, L 3 — described 
as an office, not a Court, 7 -admirable 
syntem of F^quity established, 9 — Abuses 
and Remedies o^, by Norbury, 11 — made 
stationary, 188, 215— jurisdiction of, ex- 
tended in the reign of Edward ILj 182 — 
established in reign of Edward 111., 236 — 
further extended, 280,341 — enforced, 286 — 
attempts to limit jurisdiction of, in the 
15th century. 287 — increased Importance of 
during reign of Henry VI., 326— jurisdic- 
tion of to restrain by injunction, ii. afii 
— great indignation againsi masters in, i, 
266— ceremony of insulling masters in, U. 
283— strictures on masters in, by Sir R. 
Cotton, 343 — income of masters in, temp. 
James 1^ iii. 157— conduct of masters in. 
vi. 40 — ^mad speculations of masters in. 93 
— mode of appointing masters in, x. 216 
—bill and answer In, tlrst Introduced, L2Si 
— petition against abuses of, 2«0 — abuses in, 
reformed by Lord King, vi. 117 — elemen- 
tary part of a legal education once taught in 
Inns of, IL 5 — hours of attendance in, 33 — 
temp. Charles L, iU. 166^ 2 12 — decrees of 
divorce pronounced by in reign of Henry 
VIII., iL 128— rem.irk by Sir Samuel 
Romllly on, Hi. 98 — great obstruction to 
proceedings In daring the Civil Wars, ^5 
— ordinance for the reform of, Iscued by 
Cromwell, 364 — complaints against, v. 45 — 
under Lord Eldon, ix. 329— evening sictings 
discontinued, vi. 326 — renewed under Lord 
Brougham, x. 152 — counsel attending in 
1777, ix. liL 
Chaplyn's, Sir John, case, dedsioa of Lord 

King in, vU 23. 
Cbapman, Sir John. Lord Mayor of London, 

treatment of Jeffreys by. iv. 409. 
Charles L, rival Great Seals during the reign 
of, L 23 — appoints a liishop Lird Trea- 
surer, 40 — sympathy evinced when Prince 
for Lord Bacon, ill. 1 18— despotic influence 
exercised over by Buckingham, 128, 215 — 
inconstancy of, 129 — assents to iHe exclu- 
sion of Bishops from Parliament, Ififi — 
hesitation in nttemnce, 2)2 — amiable and 
praiseworthy demeanour of, when Prince, 
213 — arbitrary measurc4< of, 219 — an ab- 
solutist, 220 — illegal acts sanctioned by 
225— visits Scotland, 226 — a prisoner. 327 
— attempt to introduce l^piscopacy in Scot 
land, 234— changes in the laws during the 
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mgn Cff, ai3— propoaal to bring to trial, 
»13— Court of Jtutice for the trial of, a^s 
—trial anri aetitence, 347— executed. 348 — 
tnslncerlty and weakness of, Iv. 19, 21 — 
indefensible conduct of, 21— ^t York, 23— 
residence at Oxford, 25— naarch to Brent- 
ford, 26 — profKtsea to dissolve parUamenl,22 
—last Interview with Charles 11^ 31— flight 
Ifrom Oxford, 33— a prisoner, 35— legal dis- 
cusBion reiipecUng the execution of, 25. 
Charle* 11^ parllumentary struggle in the 
reign of, respecting appeals from Chan- 
cery, L 11— appoints the Chancellor Prime 
Minister, 17— long pnriiameut under, 2M 
-enthusiastic reception, ill. 389 ; iv. fil 
—boyhood, 30 — early dioaipation, 47— 
declaration from Breda, fifi — revenue 
settled upon, 73 — secret reconciliation with 
the Romish Church, 92— efforts to modify 
the Act of Uniformity, 93— state of the 
Court of, 94— bill of indulgence towards 
Papists promoted by, 103— attachment for 
"la belle Siuart," 103, 104— want of heart 
and principle evinced by in the persecution 
of Clarendon, 106^ IM^ US^ 120i 127— open 
profession of popery by, 149 — war against 
Holland, 150— description of Lord Shaftes- 
bury by, 180 — warm defence of his brothei', 
203— refuses to sancUou tJic bill for divorc- 
ing him, 212 — secret treaty with France, 
2 14— remark on indictment gainst Shaftes- 
bury, 225— visit by to the Temple and Lin 
coin's Inn, 241 — declaration by respecting 
his marriage, 250 — worst atrocities of 
reign of, 268— political factions, religious 
controversies, and legislation, 279 — hours 
of meeting for parliament and law Courts 
during reign of, 297— intimate knowledge 
of foreign affairs by, 317 -death of. 325. 



372 — reconciled to Church of Rome, 326 — 
history and manners of reign of^ 337 — 
Popish Plot scheme censured by, v. 39» 

Charles V., obsequious court by to Wolsey, 
L 390— visits of to England, 399; 400— 
battle of Pavia gained by, 405 — remark by 
to the English ambassador on the execu- 
tion of Sir T. More, IL 68— treaty with for 
restoration of Queen Mary to her place in 
the royal succession, 115. 

Charles X. released from arrest, iz. 215— 
dethroned, x. iii. 

Charles Edward attainted, vl. 23Z— arrival in 
bootland, 238— ill -educated and rash, 240 — 
defeated at CuUoden, 241— career of, ib. 

Charlotte, Queen, letters of, vii. 255— amiable 
dispositiuu, public morals improved by, 
314 — affecting letter on the permanent 
illness of the King, ix. 307— conduct on 
the Regency Act passing. 324 — death, 3^2. 

Charlotte, Princess, refuses the Prince of 
Orange, ix. 366— consults Lord Brougham, 
368— marriage, 374— general mourning at 
death, 31L 

Charlton. Sir Job, Chief Justice of Chester, 
made Judge of Common Pleas, Iv. 

Charter, the Great, oonllrmed on acce^on of 
Henry ILL by the parliament, L 113 — an- 
nulled by the King, lli. 



Charters, ancient, to Abbey of Westminster, 

L 35— to Abbey oi Persliore, ib. 
Chartists prosecuted by Lord Campbell, ix. 

Charter-house, three monks of, executed far 
refusing to take oath of supremacy, 11. fifi. 

Chatham dockyard burnt by the Dutch, iv. 
101. 

Chatham, Eari of, boyhood at Eton, vL 353— 
policy adopted towards the Highlandere, 
251 — correspondence with Lord Hard- 
wicke, with George ILU 335— with 

Lord Nortblngton, 336— plans and policy 
of in 1757, 275— famous ministry o^ 277-9; 
vii. 80— discreditable conduct o^ vl. 332— 
Joins the Grafton Minisury, 386— serious Ill- 
ness, 394 — unlooked for recovery, 397 ; vii. 
392— reconciled to I>ord Rockingham, 399 — 
violent speech by, 398— mcnionible remark 
on the midnight motion of Ijord March- 
mont.vll. 1 — continued illness of, 6— death, 
11— eulogy on, 13— bill for making provi- 
sion for family of. division on, I3j 143 — 
speech against Ministers In 1770, 95— on 
his marriage, 77— resigns, 82— liberal be- 
quest to by Sir W. Pynsent, 130~publlc 
enthusiasm from death of, 142— Wedder- 
burn courted by. 401^ 403. 

Chaucer, verses by, L 226— remembrance of, 
almost extinguished by Wars of the Roses, 
11. 6— description by of a Sergeant at Law, 
iii. 31£L 

Chedworth, Lord, decision in case of, vill. aSJL 
Chelsea, empty tomb preserved at for Sir T. 

More, il. fia. 
Chesterfield. Earl of, on the eloquence of 
iMvd Cowper, v. 350— on abilities of Lord 
Hardwicke, vi. 177, an^i — dismissed for 
voting against theTixcise, 184— against a 
sUndiijg army, 185— procures the reforma- 
tion of the calendar, 258 — letters to his son, 
vii. liii 

Chesterhall, Lord, advice to his son as to 
the English bar, vii. 344— sudden death. :i69. 

Chichelv, Archbishop of Canterbury. L 2liL 

Chlfflncb. hi trigues of. iv, 325. 350. lih^. 

Children, manttige contracted between in 
early times, L fi^ 

Chippenham election case, important result 
from, vi. 225, 3fifi- 

Chlshull, John de. Dean of St. Pttul's, vk». 
Chancellor, Lord Chancellor, L 139— Trea- 
surer, Higliop of London, descendants at 
Little Bardtield, ib. 

Cholera, Asiatic, In Gloucester, A.D. 1832. iv. 

345. 

Cholmondeley, Lord, elected from office, vL 
15. 

Christianity, truths of. Lord Erskine on, vUi. 

337. 

Church, preferment in disposed of by pur- 
chase, L 44 — attempts by the Commons to 
aeize property of, 270, 275— why in gift of 
the Chancellor, lafix 
Church of England, alteration in the rites oi; 
by I^ud, UL 226— doctrines and discipline 
of defended by I^rd Cowper, v. 329— in- 
creased popularity of, x. 115. 
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Cbarchill. pride and poverty of the Scotch 
ridicnled by, vii. 382. 

Churchill, Sir John, a famous Chancery 
Conasfl. anecdote* of, iv. 315. 

Churching, grand ceremony oC after the 
birth of Edward L, L 121. 

Chute, Chaloner, an eminent Counsel, Speaker 
under Cromwell, iv. 2SiL. 

Circuits performed by Justiciars Itinerant, L 
5— instituted by Edward 150— anec- 
dotes of the Oxford, li. 311— formerly 
travelled by the same Judges, iv. 300— 
custom for Judges to travel the same 
broken through, vi. 8»— risk consequent 
upon the occasional absence of Counsel 
from, 65— expenses of Judges In 1720, 88 — 
means of attaining early success on, 166— 
toasts peculiar to, 166 — useful turveiUance 
exercised by, viL al2 — etiquette of, vii. 
384; vliL 272— Grand Courts, vii. 32a; ix. 
IfiQ. 

Civil Law (Roman), knowledge of, iixlispen- 
sable for an accomplished English lawyer, 
vi, 192; X. 22fi. 

Clanship in Scotland, injurious results from, 
vL 248. 

Clare Mectlon, results, x. 112. 

Clarence, Duke of, attainder of, L 339 -death 

of, 3ia— accession, x. 139. 
Clarendon, famous Constitutions of explained, 
i.74_con8onant to the doctrines of Wlck- 
liffe and Luther, afi. 
Clarendon, Earl of, parentage, iv. 1— educa- 
tion and marriages, 3-5— enters parliament, 
7— activity as a member, 8— activity in 
oorrBctlng abustos. 11— supports the pro- 
secution of Strafford, 13— opposes the ex- 
clusion of Bishops, 17— Joins the King's 
p.\rty, 19 — consternation and pity, 21— 
at York, 23— at battle of Edge Hill, 25— 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 26— character 
of Lord Falkland beautifully delineated by 
t6.— commissioner at Uxbridge, 29— takes 
Prince Charles to Jersey, 32— open enmity 
of the Queen to, 31— composes History of 
Rebellion, 35— reaches France, 37— roblied 
by pirates, 38— embassy to Sptdu, 39— irk- 
some residence at Madrid, 43— in Paris, 45 
—sufferings, 47— Interview with Henrietta 
Maria, 51— treachery of Manning, 53— 
negotiates with Spain. 55— with Sexby, 5fi 
— Chancellor in exile, 57— policy snggssted 
by on death of Cromwell, 60— opinion ex- 

Sressed by of Fleetwood. 62— Monk's In- 
uence known to, 63— difllcul ty in managing 
the Royalists, 65— accompanies the King 
from Breda, 66. 70— prudence and discre- 
tion as a Ju<iRe, i6.— abolition of military 
tenures aided by, 75— admirable conduct 
respecting Bill of Oblivion and Indcnmity, 
73 — on trial of regicides, 75— c<inductdnring 
Convention Parliament, 16— dupes the Pres- 
byterians, 11— perplexity respecting his 
daughter's marriage, 79 — famous Corpora- 
tion Act, 85— Actof Uniformity, ib.— odium 
incurred by from the King's union with 
Catherine, 86— refuses a bribe from France, 
89— sale of Dunkirk, 91— favour at Court 



declines, 92 — impeached byTx)rd Bristol, 91 
— accusation dismissed, 95 — ecclesiastical 
policy, — growing bigotry, SI — con- 
ferences respecting supplies, 98 — ftee trade 
with Ireland advocated by, 99 — public 
clam<jurs against, 101 — treatment at Court, 
103 — offends the King, 104 — intrigue* 
against, 105 — dismissed, 107 — impeached, 

109— futility of the charges, ill— aban- 
doned by the King, and advised to fly, Ufi 
— impolitic conduct, 117— banished, 119 — 
ordered to quit France, 121 — assaulted at 
Evreux, 123— resides at Montpellier, 125 — 
leave to return refused, 121 — literary 
works, 128 — death and character, 129 — 
Judicial duties, 131— eloquence, 133— faulta 
in History of Rebellion, ilL 192; iv. I3i 
— autobiography and letters, 135 — mode 
of living. 137— descendants, 138— opinion 
express^ by on the execution of the Queen 
of Scots, ii. 253 — character by of Lord 
Coventry, ill. 237 — character of Lord Little- 
ton by, 300. 

Clarendon, (Heury) Earl of, extracts from 
diary of, v. iJ^ 

Claret, price of in Scotland, vii. 367— lines on 
by Home, 358. 

Clarke, Sir Thos., Master of the Rolls an 
Etonian, vi. 307— an able Judge. 317. 320. 

Clarke, Mr.. K.C. of Midland Circuit, anec- 
dotes, vii. 21A. 

Clayton, Sir Robert, a troublesome s^tator, 
iv. 39(L 

Clement VII., King John feudatory to, L 

110— large sum exacted from Walter de 
Gray by. 111— imprisoned by the Emperor, 
412— dangerous illness of, 414; ii. 173 — 
unexpected recovery. L 416 — conduct of In 
the divorce suit of Catherine of Arragon, ii 

39— letter to from the English Parliament 
respecting the marriage of Henry VllI, 

40 — mild reply from, « 6.— bribe intended 
for by Henry VlII., 112. 

Clephane, Dr., early notice of Loughborough, 
vii. 342^ 315. 

Clergy, learning limited to in the middle 
apes, L 36— refusal of to pay taxes in the 
reign of Henry II., 67— attempt by in the 
12th century to be exempt from jurisdio- 
tion of the secular courU, 73 — beneficial 
influence of during the dark ages, 211= 
laws relating to the revenues of, 279 — 
vain attempt by to alter the Parliament 
Roll, 325— act forbidding them to engage 
in trade, passed in the reign of Henry 
Vlir., ii. 32— and to sit in House of Com- 
mons, vii. 285. 

Clergymen, nor\jurlng, prosecution of for 
absolving Sir John Fcnwick, v. 230. 

Cleves, Anne of, person and manners, ii. 99 
— proceedings to dissolve marriage of, Ull 
— marriage pronounced a nullity. 103— di- 
vorce of, urged by the Papists, 121— unfor- 
tunate portrait, 101. 115. 

ClllTord, Lord, plan by for the re-establish- 
ment of P«>pery, iv, H9. 

Clifton, lx)rd, insanity of, ill. 

Cllthero, memorable election case, ix. U& 
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Clire, Lord, resolutions against, vll. 1»3; viii. I 
11— general syinpalby for, 12— liberality 
of; 14 — re turns Wedderbiun to Pariiiunent, 
vil. 390^ iSi2. 
Cloisters in the Temple, former ose of, iv. 22L 
Cionfert, Bidiop of, anecdote of Lord Eldon. 
ix. m. 

Close Boll, curious ceremonial details con- 

tained in, L 23- 
Clnbs in London, manners and customs of in 

the reign of (Jueen Anne, v. 14H. 
Clynton's (Lord) ca^ie heard in Parliament, L 

e — note. 

Coaches, when introduced into England, iv. 
17>-travelling by, temp. George 11^ vll. 

m. 

Cobbett, W., Jocose remarks on the egotism 
of Lord Erskine, ix. 94— trials, vii, 191. 

Cobbam, Lord, trial of for heresy, L 274— 
execution, 22iL 

Cobhara. Lord, trial of, ii. 3J 8— pardoned. 349. 

Code of Henry 1^ compiler of unknown, L 5i. 

Coffee-bouses, proclamation for shutting up, 
Iv. 31i2. 

Coinage, adulteration of, L 285. 

Coke, Bolicitur for the people of England, 

execution of, ill. 292. 
Coke, Clement, bold language med by, iii. 211. 
Coke, Lord, ina-'vurate ^tatenlent by respect- 
ing the antiquity of the Court of Chancery, 
L 3 — contt-'Uiptutiu* treatment of I'olydore 
Virgil by, 36 — remarlcs by on Cliancellor 
Bloet, 44 — character of R. de Glanvil by, 
94 — erroneouu statement by as to mode of 
conferring tlie Great Seal, 105 — opinion of 
as to the age of the Laws of Oleron, 106 — 
character by of Chancellor Kuyvet, 231— 
on the sham statute of Richard il..247 — on 
the proceedings of the Lack l>earning Parlia- 
ment, 271— made Solicitor-General, ii. 3113 
—Speaker, 304 — profound Icnowledge of 
common law and unexampled arrogance of, 
313— important legal questions settled by 
rep)rt8 of, 345 — dismissed from the office 
of Chief Justice, 369— controversy respect- 
ing his right to call himself Chief Justice 
of England, 372— absurd doctrines of law 
urged by, 373— malignity towards Lord 
Ellesmere, 378 — irregular marriage of, iii. 
27— quarrel with Lord Bacon, 29— brow- 
beating conduct of to Sir W. Raleigh, 49— 
enmity and envy of towards Bacon, 51 — 
Chief Justice of Common I'leas, 52 — rea- 
sons for maldng him Chief Justice of Erig- 
land, 59— proceedings against, 73 — personal 
quarrel with ViUiers, 74 — insulting letter 
to, from Bacon, 76— diionlssed, 77 — unex- 
thiginsliable enmity of Bacon towards, gii 
—information tiled against for the forcible 
rescue of Lis daughter, 87— protected by 
the King, 88 — treatment of a presentation 
copy of the Novum Organum. 97— attack 
by on the grievance of monopolies, 1 00 — 
pnjceedings against Bacon ui^ed by, 106 — 
tyranny and vanity of, 207— high sherif 
of Bucks^ 213 — early call to the bar on 
acoonnt of his legal acquirements, iv. 237 — 
oiaxim as to ^uaiihcalioas for a good law-> 



yer, 284 — rules laid down by, for admin* 

isterliig medicine to a sick monarch, 325— 

valuable reports by, iii. 75 — committee for 

purging, Jill. 
Coke, Edward, trial and execution of. vi. 87. 
Coke, Roger, severe remarks by on the con> 

duct of Ixjrd Keeper Guilford, Iv. 306. 
Coke, Mr., M.P.. anecdotes of Lord Erskine, 

ix. 30 — created Earl of Leicester, ib. 
Colchester, I>ord, Diary, ex tracts from, ix. 220. 

Coleridge, Just censure by, on the perversion 

of words by Lord Keeper Williams, ill. 162. 
College, a turbulent demagogue, iv, 220, 26S 

— UQjustifiable execution of, 305. 
Collet, I^ean of St. Vaul s, Greek literature 

encouraged at Oxford by, ii. 4 — founder of 

St. Paul's School, 6. 
CoUingwood, Lord, school companions of, ix. 

llfi. 

Coloma, Spanish Ambassador, plot by against 

Buckingham, iii. 116. 
Colonial law, luminous views of Lord Thur low 

on, vii. 189. 
Commentaries, by Blackstone, pure style of 

com potji lion, vii. Ill — popularity and 

value, 115. 

Commerce, neutral, orders in Cooncil against, 
Ix. m. 

Commercial Law, imperfect state of, under 
George L, vl. 2fi. 

Commiii^on de Idlota, and de Lunatico, when 
issued, L 1^ 

Commission, special, first granted on the trial 
of Queen Catherine's divorce, ii. 127. 

Common law, distinction between, and 
fruity, fully established in the reign of 
Edward 111.. L 216. 

Common Pleas Court, establishment of, L 6 — 
defined by Lord Coke to be the lock and 
key of the common law, 212 — site of, iv. 14S. 

Commoners, impeachment of, allowed only 
on charges of high crime* and misde- 
meanors, L 15 — cannot legally be tried for 
their lives before the House of Lords, iv. 
219. 

Commons, House of, manner of paying the 
wages of Members, L 162 — suWdy to 
Henry VII. refused by, 11. 10— stinginess 
of beneficial to the liberties of F'nglishmen, 
17 — supplies refused by to Henry VIll., 
20 — addrt'ss to by Sir T. More, 42 — success- 
ful claim to Judge of the elections and 
qualifications of its membens, 350 — crow- 
ing influence of during the reign of Eliza- 
beth, iii. 45 — hours of sitting in temp. 
Charles 212 — reasons for creating a new 
Great Seal, Ml- slavish and intolerant 
elected in 1661, iv. 83— proceedings by 
against Lord Somers, v. 133 — resolution of 
not binding on all other legal tribunals if 
beyond the peculiar Jurisdiction of that 
House, 245 — privileges on occasions of par- 
liamentary Impeachment, 270 — advantage 
of a seat in, to a sucoessfbl lawyer, vi. 
63 — reformed, x. 174. 
Commonwealth, the, changes in the law 

1 under, iiL 391. 
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Compiegne, memorable reception of Wolsey 

at by Francis 1^ L 4ti><. 
Compu>n, Speaker, demands Judgment against 

Lord Matxlestteld, vL 47. 
Comus, incident which occasioned the com- 
position of, il. 
Corayn, Sir Robert, History of the Western 

Empire by. L 102. 
Conformity, bill to prevent occasional, debates 

and cr>nfcrencefi respecting, v. 15ih3. 
"Conquest" Uited In Scotland to express acqui- 

slliou of property, L 3L 
Conscience, King's, keeper of, alwajrs the 

Chancellor, L 
Constaniine, compulsory^ flight of from battle 

of Brunenburgh, L 32. ' 
Constant! is, Waiter de, Bishop of Ely, Chan- 

cellor, L 92. 
Consuls not entitled to the privileges of 

ambassadors, vl. liiL 
Contracts, admirable rule for the enforcement 

of by Ivord Nottingham, iv. 269. 
Contractors with Oovernmenldi»qnalifled for 

the Hoase of Commons, vli. 16, 21, 
Conventicle Act, objects of, Iv. M. 
Convention Parluuneut au illegal assembly, 

lii.aaii 

Conversation, private, tacit tnut reispecting, 

iv. 15H — difficulties attending an accurate 
repetition of, v. 21. 
Cooke, Mr., remarks on Lord RoMlyn, vli. 

ML 

Cooksey, Mr, Life of hor6 Somers by, v. 54 — 
abortive sketch of Ijord Somers by, IM 
—letter of Jeremy Bentbam to, vi. 121 — 
account of Charles Yorke's death, viL 103. 

Copley, .Sir John.— See Lyndhurst, 

Copyright, debates on law of, vii. 184; vlil, 9^ 

Cordell, Sir William, Master of~tEie Rolls, 
death of, li. 235, ailx 

Com, exportation of forbidden in 1766, vi 
MD— notd in 1814, ix. 369. 

Cornish, Alderman, and others, trial of, iv. 
366— iniquitotin execution of, 390 — prosecu- 
tion of censured by rrevor, v. 41. 

Cornwall, C. W., Sfjeaker, sudden death, vli. 
255— anecdotes, vlii. 281 — Duchy of, con- 
troversy respecting proflls, IfiX 

Comwallls, Lord, improper prosecution of, 
iv. 265J v. 

Coronation oath, terms of, v. 87 — opinions on 

construction of, x. 21L 
Ooroiiutore eligemlo, writ de, issued by the 

Chancellor under the Great Seal, i. 12. 
Coroners, juriwlicUoa over, exercised, L l&L 
Corporation and Test Act passed, iv. ^ 
Correspondence, private, eloquent censure 

•gainst publicity of, vlli, in. 
Costs, power of granting assumed by the 

Court of Chancf ry. U. aii 
Cotes, Miss, Interesting particulars of Lord 

Rosslyn, vlii. 2112. 
Cottenham, Earl of, three times Chancellor, 

x. 2,313. 

Cottingham, Peter, agent for Lord Maccles- 
field Ip the disposal of patronage, vl. 37-40. 
Cottliigton, Lord, death of in Sptiin, iv. iA^ 
Cotton, Sir R. treatise or the Court of Chan* j 



eery by, if. 343— allowance to Lord Chan- 
cellor and others temp. James L stated 
by, iii. 167 — sham prosecution of, 221.. 

Counsel assigned by the court and compelled 
to act, ii. 344- fees paid to in the middle 
ages, ill. 68 — duty of, 403— fees formerly 
received bv, iv. 297— morality of, in the 
reign of Charles IL, 287 — practice by of 
misrepresenting facts highly censurable, 
289 — whimsical arrangements of on trial 
of Seven Uisliops, 400 — allowance of to 
prisoners long resisted by eminent Juvtges, 
423 — Equity, respect of Lord Campbell 
for, v. 97— in 1777, Ix. 151— under Lord 
Eldon, X. 233— advics of Lord Eldon to, 
237 — presents formerly made by to the 
Chancellor, 252— duties of, vi. 122— former 
perquisites of, vii. HO — importance of silk 
gowns to, viii. 211 -etiquette of, 272 ; vii. 
379 ; ix. 180 — duties when conducting 
prosecutions, viii. 147^ 283 — when for 
prisoners, 295 — importance of allowing 
ftill defence by. 284 - privileges of, 2iiS ; ix. 
161 — diallenges to reprobated, 191 — pri%-aF 
tions unavoidable for success of, x. 24— 
impatience of for office when in Parlia* 
ment, 171— quarrels cf. 136. 

Counties, important statute passed to regii> 
late elections for, L 325. 

Court of High Commission, vexations of, i, 
361 — Requests, used as House of Commons, 
il. 344 — of Wards and Liveries, powers as- 
signed to, L 13— martial, oath administered 
to members of, vi. 272— of Law closed 
during the Civil Wars, iii. 314. 

Court-keeping, lucrative occupation of, ir. 

283. 

Courtesay, William, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, made Chancellor, L 244 — removed by 
a vote of House of Commons, ib.— con- 
demns the doctrines of Wirkllffe, ib. 

Courtenay, illegal imprisonment of, ii. 1S3. 

Cousin, a term applied to any collateral re- 
lation, vi. 62^ JJL 

Coventry, John, l^ord Mayor of London, ex- 
ecutor of Whittington, hi. 2M. 

Coventry. lx>rd Keeper, parenuige, ill. 206 — 
education, 207 — lorcnslc reputation. Re- 
corder of London, 208— Solicitor-General, 
Attorney-General, 209— Lord Keeper, JU 
— an accomplish^ Equity Judge, 213— 
reproaches the House of Commons, 214 — 
attempt by to obstruct the Petition of 
Right, 218— arbitrary propensities of the 
King encouraged by, 219— creaud a Peer, 
218 — exceiises of Laud countenanced by, 
227— greater iniquities sanctioned by, ^S. 
— obtains fraudtilently the opinion of the 
Judges respecting Ship .Money, 231— con- 
duct In the Star Chamber, 232— recom- 
mends a Parliament, 23& — unexpected 
death, 236— character by contempoiaries 
237— as an Equity Judge, 240— immense 
wealth, 241 — descendants, 242. 

Coventry, Sir Thomas, Justice of Common 
Fleas, a learned Judge, 111. 207. 

Coventry Act passed, iv. 243— strali^ coo- 
struction of, vl. 
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Oovington, (Lockhart) Lord, incidents in life 
of. vii. 312. 

Cowpcr, Lady, pleasure expressed by at Lord 
Nlthisdale's escape, v. 308 — happy retort 
by to George 318 — extracts from diary 
kept by, 313. 

Oowper, Jtwtice Spencer, education ; travels 
the Home Circuit, v. 233— accused of mur- 
der, 233— trial, 235— acquitted, 238 — Judge 
of Common i'leas, %b. 

Oowper, Lonl, ancestry, v. 218— education, 
219— at Middle lemple. 221— first mar- 
riage. 222— success on circuit. 223— joins 
the Prince of Orange, 225— M. P. for Hert- 
ford, 227— conducts several State Trials, 
229, 232 -candidate for Totness and Bereal- 
•tone, 240- ■'t argument in the Aylesbury 
Case, 245— L^rd Kwper, 247— first levee, 
250— reforms in Chancery by, 251— abo- 
lishes New Year Gifts, 252-4— decisions by, 
265— Speaker of the Lords, 257— extracts 
from diary by, 258— dines with Harley, 
259— letters to second wife, 261-4 — created 
a Peer, 2M presides on the impeachment 
of Sacheverell, 269— prosecutions for trea- 
son improperly sanctioned by, 211 — opposes 
life command to Duke of Marlborough, 212 
-resigns, 277— libelled by Swift, 27i>— 
letter in favour of Marlborough. 281 — ad- 
vice to Queen Anne against improper con- 
cesfions to France, 2«2 — oppow* the 
Schism Bill, 285— Assiento Ireaty ap- 
proved by, 287 -appointed by George 1., 
291— memorial on the state of parties, 223 
— remodelling of Westminster Hall urged 
by, 295— bad taste and feeling displayed 
in Royal Speech by, 296— partial ct»n- 
duct on the impeachment of Lord Oxford, 
299 — letters to the King on the rt'bellion t>{ 
1716, 301— advice to Judges going the cir- 
cuits bj', 303 — sentence pronounced on 
rebel Lords by, 305 — presides on trial of 
Lord Oxford, 310— Septennial Act sup- 
ported by, 313 — opposes the Mutiny Bill, 
315— resigns, Court intrig\ir6 agiiin8t,319 — 
conferences with Banm Bothmar, 321 — 
Latin letter by, to George 1^ 323— made 
an Earl, 326— patron of Hughes, the poet, 
327— supports Test and Corporation Acts. 
329 — opposes South Sea Bill, 331 — 111 
feeling towards Ijord Macclesfield, 333 — 
false accusation against, 335— Atterbury's 
biuiisbment opposed by, 337 — opposes pro- 

g>sal for an exclusive tax on Roman 
Uholics, 338— private life, 339— letters 
to his wife, 341— last illness, 343— death. 
344— character, 346-9 — descendants, 351 — 
talents of Lord Talbot discovered uid en> 
couragcd by, vl. 129^ 
Oowper, Sir W., epitaph by on Hooker, v. 
219. 

Oowper, William, stanza on destruction of 
Lord Mansfield's library, vii. 77— early In- 
timacy and subsequent treatment by Lord 
Thurlow, 16L 194^ 25L 305, 310. 

Goxe, Archdeacon, tax on Papists defended 
by, V. 339— character of Lord Hardwicke, 
vL 21& 



Crabbe, Rev. G., generous treatment of by 

Lord Thurlow, vii. •U3. 

Craddock's iNieiuoirs, account of Charles 
Yorke's death in, vii. 110 — anecdotei of 
Lord Thurlow, 165, 302, 315, 317. 

Craftsman, a publication most obnoxious to 
the Walpole ministry, vi. 176 — ballad on 
acquitul of, vi. 176; viii, 222. 

Cranmer, Archbishop, divorce pronounced by 
between Henry and Catherine, li. 48 — a 
Commissioner for administering the new 
oath imposed by Henry VIll., 53 — sub- 
Uety of towards Su- T. More, 54— selfish 
motives of in aiding the Information, 69— 
interference of on behalf of Cromwell, loi 
—proceedings by against Queen Catherine 
Howard for incontinence, 106 — spedal 
licence gmnted by for marriage of Henry 
Vlll. and Catherine Par, 116. 

Cronworih, I^ord. — -See Rolfe. 

Cree\'5', Mr., M.P., anecdotes of Lord Thnriow, 
vH. 234a 288. 

Cresswell, Justice of Common Pleas under 
Cromwell, Ui. 332, 

Crewe, Sir R., Chief Justice of England, 
remark by on the decay of illustrious 
families, H. 2& — unceremouious dianissal 
of. iii. 22L 

Cricklade Borough, corrupt practices in 
punished, vii. 21fi. 

Cnm. Con., first recorded action at law to 
recover damages for, v. 92— disgraceful 
nature of action for, IQ2— opinioDs of 
emiuent lawyers against continuance of, 
viii. dM^ 

Criminal Code, severity of increased, vl. 208. 

Crispe, iL, compltmeutary poem by on Lord 
Harcourt, v. .381. 

Croke, Justice of Common Pleas and King's 
iJench, opinion given by against legality 
of ship money, iii. 231. 233— replies to the 
Commons respecting Lord Finch, 266— a 
bad reporter oif Judicial decisions, 313 — re- 
ports cited by reigns, 322. 

Croker, Rt. Hon. J. W., on the eloquence of 
Lord Rosslyn, vii. 376— anecdotes of Er- 
skine, viii. '^M. 

Cromarty, Earl of, convicted, vL 243— par- 
doned, 245. 

Crompton. letter from to Lord Keeper 
Puckering, 11 306. 

Cromwell. Henry, courteous and considerate 
conduct of Ixjfd Hardwicke to, vi 3iiL 

Cromwell, Oliver, prophetic character of by 
Lord KeeperWilliams, iii. 198 —exile of pre- 
vented, 225 — ami'itious projects of, 324 — 
increasing influence of, 326— Pride's Purge 

Promoted by, 342— neuirality pretended 
y, 344— cheerful conduct after the King's 
death, 362— wish to be King frustrated, 
357 — the lx)ng I'arliament imperiously 
dissolved by, 353 — unliroiu>d sway exer« 
dsed by, 359 — installed Lord Protector, 
362— oiTer of Crown to, 369 — vigorous 
administration of affairs by, 374 — strict 
alliance Vith Cardinal Mazarine. 408 — 
popularity with European states, 409 — 
dread of entertained Uy Etuopeau states 



350 CROMWELL. INDEX. HE WARNA VILLA. 



iv. 4L 48— death of. 59— character of I'eerg 
made by, IM denounced by the Scoie as 
an Incendiary, v. 9— treaimeul by of Magna 
Charta, L3. 

Cromwell, Richard, created a Peer, lil. 370 — 
proclaimr-d Protector, all; iv. 59 — title re- 
cognized by the Royal isLa. 60 — Brst Par^a- 
men I dissolved by, 61— accession of, 163. 

Cromwell, Thomas, defence of WoUey by, L 
423, 424 — boldness and versatility of, ii. la 
— connsels Henry VIII. to an immediate 
rupture with the Pope, 41— a Commlsaioiier 
for administering the new oath of supre* 
macy, 53 — selfuh and slavish motives of in 
bringing about the KnglisiU Reformation, 
69 — parentage, 89 — energy and volubility 
of in Parliament; clerk of the Hanapcr; 
master of the Jewel House ; Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ; Lord Chamberlain ; Chief 
Justice in Kyre beyond the Trent; l^rd 
l*rivy Seal; raised to the Peerage; Vicar- 
General and Vicegerent of the King, ib. 
— letter to, from Audley, for a grant of 
abbey lands, 96— negotiates the marriage 
of Anne of Cleves, 99 — created tiarl of 
Essex, 100 — arrested and committed to the 
Tower, £6.— executed wtiljout trial or being 
heard in his defence, 101 — causeti the dis- 
solution of monasteries, 175. 

Crobs&eld and others, prosecation of, ix. 
2Mi 

Croyland, abbey of, dismantled in the Danish 
wars, L 33 — restored by Chancellor Thur- 
keiel, M. 

Cud worth assisted by Lord Nottingham, iv. 

Culloden, decisive battle of, Vi. 21^ 

Culpepper, gentleman of the Privy Chamber 
to the Queen, executed for alleged adul- 
tery, Ii. liilL 

Ourle, Edward, Injunction obtained against 
by Pope, vi. 202. 

Curran, events in Paris during peace of 
Amiens, noticed by, vlii. afii 

Currency, depreciated, restored at the accesr 
sion of Mary, ii. 184 — a paper. Injurious 
results of, viii. 156— debates on in lt>19, ix. 

387. 

Curtis, Sir William. M.P., Highland costume 
worn by, x. afi. 

Customs In England during the 1 2th cen- 
tury, L6L 63— in the 16th century, II. 149^ 

Custos Rotulorum of counties, appointment 

of vested in the Crown, ii. 12X 
Cuthell, Mr., unwarrantable prosecution of, 

viii. 344; ix. 2111. 
Cyder, eulogistic verse-s on Ix>rd Harcourt in 

the poem on, v. 376— tax imposed on, vL 

287. 

C^imborland, Duke of, general onpr<pularity 
of, vi. 257— severity of in 1745, 242, 247.— 
See Hanover. 

Cumberland, Richard, anecdotes of Lord 
Rcasiyn by, vil. 378. . 



D. 

D'Agnessean, celebrity of, iv. 251 — memo- 
rable rule of, X. 232. 

Damaree, improper prosecution of, 2?1 ; 
vi. li 

Damascus, Siege of, successftil representation 
of, v. a2L 

Dam pier, Mr. Jostice, graduated at Cam- 
bridge, L 337. 

Danby, Earl of, impeached, iv. 201, 260— nn- 
popularity of, 259— trial, v. Ih — second 
Earl of, privilege case of, 2ft. 

Danoey, remonstrance by to Sir Thomas 
More, ii. 33. 

Danish Fleet, causes for seizure of explained, 
ix. l&L 

D'Arblay, Madame, trial of W. Hastings de- 
scribed by, vii. 242. 

Dauphin of France, amusing dialogue vrith 
bis tutor, ii. 82. 

Davenport, Sir Thomas, K.C., anecdotes of, ix. 
161, 162 — laconic reply of Lord fhurlowr 
to, vii. 322. 

David, Prince, savage treatment of, by Ed- 
ward Li L 148— controversy for a portion 
of bis body, 149. 

David LL taken prisoner at Neville's Cros^ 

L22L 

I>dvies, Rev. Sneyd, poetical address by, to 
Lord Camden, vi. 356— opera composed 
by, vii. 5L 

Davis, Sir John, joins the rebellion of Essex, 
il. 322. 

Davis's Characters of Coart of Qneen Ajum^ 
account of Ixjrd Keeper Wright, v. 214. 

Davison, Secretary, trial and severe treat- 
ment of, 11. .301. 

Dav K. Day, memorable trial of. viii. 353. 

D'Effat, Marquis of, accompli->hmentsof, ilL 
131 — correspondence with Lord Bacon, 
132. 

D'Estrades procures the alienation of Dun- 
kirk, iv. 9L 

De Broc, Robert, aids the assassination of 
a Hecket, i.84. 

De foe, ptjetlcal enlogy by, on I^rd Somers, 
V. 166 — prosecuted, 361 — sentence, 364 — 
facetious remarks oi: Lord Macclcsfleld's 
appointment, vL 11— censured by Qiit:f 
Justice Parker, 15. 

De (irey, Solicitor-General, vi. 333 — At- 
torney-General, vii. ai — Chief Justice of 
C. P., enfeebled health, viii. 37— retirement 
effected. 41^ 43. 

De Luci, Richard, an eminent Chief Justiciar, 
i 9L 

De Laudibus, by Sir J. Forteacue, a work 

composed for the Prince of Wales, L 319. 
De M^ici, Cosmo, visits England in 1669, iv. 
234. 

De Vere, Earl of Oxford, Chief Jasticiar, L 

is. 

De Warnavilla, Robert, Archdeacon of R<^ 
ban. Chancellor, L 
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be Werke, Lord Qrey, a Commisaioner of 
the Great Seal In 16i>». ili. 328^ aSd - re- 
tires un execution of tlie King, dASL 

Deane, Bishop of Salisbury, Cbancellor, 
L 383 - arcbbisbop of Canterbury. Sfil. 

Death, puni^shment of, motions to abolish, ix. 
303. 

Debt, imprisonment for, debates on the aboli- 
tion of. vii. 15L 233. 

Decrees in Chancery delivered in Latin until 
n lgn of Henry VI 1 1., L 312. 

Deeds, registration of, urged by Lord CSamp- 
bell, viil. am. 

Delamere, I>ord, trial and acquittal, Iv. 395-7. 

Delicate Investigation, the, vii. 2aL 

Dettingen, conduct of Qeorge LL at the battle 
of, vi 231- 

Denman, Lord, Chief Justice of England, 
Uieh Steward, L 16 — remarks on defence 
of Hadtield, viiU 348— Solicitor-aeneral to 
Queen Caroline, ix. 55^ x. 276 — obtains a 
silk gown by generous kindness of lAikc 
of Wellington, x. 98, 276. 

Dsnraark. Prince G«jorge of, supports Occa- 
sional Conformity Bill, v. 161— death, 
167.2fiL 

Denny, Sir Anthony, letter to, lately found 

In Augmentation Office, ii. IIL 
Deodands abulibbed by exertions of Lord 

Campb«'ll, vl. 363 ; ix. L£L 
Derby, Dowager Ct)unies8 of, patroness of 

Milton, marries Lord Kllesmere, ii. 2^ 
Derby, Karl of, v. Duke of Atholl, masterly 

Judgment of Lord Hardwicke in, vL. 206 — 

Irish Church Act of, x. 181 — leaves the 

Grey ministry, 189. 
Dereham, secretary to Queen Catherine 

Howard, executed, iL IQSu 
Derwentwater, Earl of, executed, v. 309. 
Desertion of the Throne, conference respect* 

ing, V. 80, aL 
Despotism, book written in support of, ill. 

223. 

Devon, laudable efforts of attorneys In, to 
advance counsel connected with, vi. §2, 

Dicas r. Lord Brougham, C, incidents on 
trial of, x. laS, 

Dinner, hour for in the 16th century, ii. li& 
—in the 17th century, iii. 336 — sittings of 
the Law Courts after, v. 254. 

Di.scretion of Judges, remarks on, L LL 

Dispensing power, conduct of Lord Cla- 
rendon respecting, iv. 149. 

Dissection, a disgrace imposed on murderers, 
vlii. 208- 

Dissenters' Relief Bill, theft of, iv. 362— 
Marriage Act, x. 53^ 101. 

Distribu lions, statute of, enacted, iv. 213» 

Diversite des Couries, earliest Law treatise on 
Chancery, L L 

Divines, English, of the 17th century, lan- 
suage of, iii. 163— famous assembly of, at 
Westminster, 334. 

Divorce, suits for, decided by the Ecclesias- 
tical Courts in England, and Chancery in 
(America, ii. l*-i8— for adultery, by Act of 
Parliament, first recognised, v. 92 — parlia- 
mentary, establisbed, yu. 



Dodd, Rev. Dr., attempt by to bribe the 

Lord Chancellor, vii. 
Dodderidge, Justice, treatise on ParliamenU 

ascribed to, v. 6jL 
Dolbein, Sir W., Recorder of London, made a 

Judge, iv. 361. 
DomesAiy Book, the most valuable ple<e of 

antiquity possessed by any nation, L 38. 
Dorchester. Latiy, peevish remurlcs by on the 

proclamutiun of Geo. L, v. 292. 
Dorislaus, murder of, at the Hague, iv. 39. 
IX>rmer, Mr. Justice, appointed a judge, v. 289. 
Douglas Case, the Great. viL ItfTj 387 — 

tragedy of, ferment respecting, 365 — Lady, 

charges by against Princesci of Wales, 287. 
Dowley, Rex v., memorable decision in, vili. 

Ma. 

Down, Earl of, residence of, at Wroxton, iv. 
234. 

Downing, Sir George, reboked by Ix)rd 
Clarendon, iv. 98 — College, litigation ter- 
minated, viii. 129. 

Drama, state of the, in the reign of Elizabeth, 

ii. 259x 

Drury v. Drury, erroneous Judgment of Lord 
Northington, vi. 321. 

Dryden, verses by, ii. 259 ; v. 68-70 — on 
Clarendon, iv. iQx - on judicial character of 
Lord Shaftesbury, 175— immense sale of 
Absalom and Achitopbel, 223— The Medal 
by, 225 — compllraenuiry verses on Lord 
Nottingham, 276 — funeral interrupted, 427. 

Duane, Mr., an eminent conveyancer, pupils 
of, ix. 143— liberality, m, ML 

Ehibois, Simon, made eminent by the patron- 
age of Lord Somers, v. lUL 

Dudley, remark by, when led to execution, 
iL 10 — Edward, Attorney-General. L'nder- 
Sheriff of I»ndon, 9— Lord Henry, killed at 
St. Quintin's, 112— Rev. Bate, defended by 
Erskine and l*\tu viii. 346— Borough of, 
causes of Lord Campbell's defeat at, iv. 
296; vlii. 3dj X. 182. 

Puels, abstract of tlie famous case of, ii. 359. 

DuKdale,Sir W., extracts from the ooUeciiona 
by, L ii 40, 59, 142. 

Dundas, Henry, Lord- Advocate. — See Mel- 
ville. 

Dunbar, battle of; ruin of the royalists caused 
by. iv. 43. 

Duncan, \jord, thanks of Parliament voted to. 

viii. 152. 

Dungannon, Lord, Life of William IIL by, 
V. 47 — ancestry, 53. 

Dunkirk, improper sale of, Iv. 91— treaties 
respecting, viii. 67— a harmless bugbear, ib, 

Duiiumg, foundation of bis fame, vi, 370— 
famous resolution moveii by, vii. 16 — a ain- 
summate lawyer and zealous Whig. Is — 
created a peer, 19— maiden speech, 21— 
violent speech against the Yorkes, 86— 
eloquence of, 87— courtesy of Ix>rd Mans- 
field to, on ceasing to be Solicitor-General, 
ib. — qualifications for Chancellor, 97— re- 
signation by, 128, 174— attacks Thurlow, 
181 — de lends the Americans. 185 — passed 
orer as Chancellor, 2 ) 3— freedom of I^ndon 
voted to, 340— counsel for American peti 
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tioners In 1774, vll!. 16— speech In support 
of appeal of munler. 23 — Chancellor of 
Duchy of Tjancaster, Ix. 155— death. 

Dun ton, John, panegyric by, on Lord- Keeper 
Wright. V. 2LL 

Durham Cathedral, charter of restitution to, 
by Bishop Flambard, L 47— Galilee, portion 
of, restored. 2aa. 

Durham (Talbot). Bishop of, parentage and 
descendants, vi. 126— costume, 127 — extra- 
vagant habits of, 122. 

Dutch, the war with, Iv. 97— Chatham dock- 
yard burnt by, 101— Sheemeas taken by.tft. 

DovaU Mr., eminent conveyancer, anecdote 
of, vl. 1. 

Dyer, Edward, sensible advice by, to Sr C5. 

Hatton. li. 262. 
Dyer's Reports, masterly Judicial reasoning 

in. iL2i& 

EarU Mr. Seijeant, leader of Norfolk arcuit, 
iv.aafi. 

Ebrington, seat and burial-place of Sir John 
Fortescne, L 331— coriotis re-lease of the 
manor of, 322. 

Ecclesiastical GonrU. exclusive privileges of. 
since relKn of Henry VIIL, ii. im 

Ecclesiasltcal Keform proposed by the Com- 
mjns In the 15ih century. L 21^, 

Ecclesiastirs, interest of their order preferred 
by, to ties of gratitude, L 

Edes V. Brenton, Judgment of Lord Hard- 
wicke in, vi. 204. 

Edgar, King, seal used in the reign of, L 4— 
Chancellor appointed by, 34. 

Edtre-hlll. battle of, iv, 2i 

Edinburgh, dcl>ate on bill to puni«h citixens 
of, vl. 212— eminent natives of, vii. 336— 
manners of in 18th century, 34»— Martyrs' 
monument at, 273 — society for teaching 
English, 384— coach travelling from, 374 — 
division of houses in, viiL 224 — New Town 
of, ix. 61— public dinner to Lord Erskine 
at, 63— l^rd Campbell chosen for, x. IM. 

Edinburgh Review, argument in on the right 
of the House ol Lords to try a Commoner, 
V. 19— original, vii. 365— discontinued, 2SS. 
— recommenced, 3M. 

Edington, William de, Bishop of Winchester, 
founds the priory ()f Bons Hommes, L 22Q 
— refuses (he primacy — Chancellor — resig- 
nation and death, 221. 

Edred, lingering and polnfVil disease of, L32. 

Education, legal, former system of, ii. 6— 
attempts to improve, viil. 167. 

Edward 1^ Great Seal used by at Ghent, L 24 
— Statute of Westminster passed, 39 — Sta- 
tute De Donls. 342— great rejoicings at 
birth of, 125 — taken prisoner at l^ewes, Lih 
—gains the decisive victory at Evesham, 
137— merciful behaviour, 13»— Joins the 
Crusade with St. Louis, 140— proclaimed 
King during his absence. 143 — reign of, 
143-167— takes Robert Bumel as private 
■ecretary to the Holy Land, 146— praise 



due to for legal reforms, ib. — sutdogatet 
the Welsh, 14?* — wealth and wisdom, en- 
lightened legislation, 150— arbitrati>r for 
claims fur ibe Crown of Scotland, 153 — 
induces Arvursii to visit England, 154 — 
invades France, 157— spirited answers U> 
the English barons and to the Pope, 161 — 
disgraceful conduct towardit Wallace, 16^— 
intended invasion of Scotland, 165 — death, 
ib. — iinporunt legal reforms, 166 — use of 
fnimamcs encouraged by. :i37. 

Edward LL appointed guardian of the king- 
dom when rrince of Wales, L 167— acces- 
sion of, 165 — strife and misfortune, 166 — 
Incapacity, 167— in Aquitaine, 168 — narrow 
understanding incapable of cultivation. Hit 
— fatal defeat at Bannockburn, 171 — im- 
prisoned, 172 — does homage for the Duchy 
of Aquitaine, 175— deleata the Earl of Laii- 
caster, 116 — recalls the Spencers, 177 -com- 
bination against, 178 — dethroned, 179 — 
resigns the crown, 180 — murdered, l&L 

Edward JIL, Justices of the Peace instituted 
by, L 16 — frees himself from Mortimer, Ihj 
—Courts of Law made statiouary by, 1S8 
— letter to the Pope, 192 — gains victory at 
Hallidown-hill, 193 — Toumay besieged by, 
202— unusual vigour of, 203 — renounces 
claims to the throne of France, 220— erei-ts 
Windsor Castle, 226 — influence exercised 
over by Alice Pearce, 231— reverses of tor- 
tune, 232— death of, 235— character and c-on- 
duct, 236 — English language encouraged by, 
238— destitution of, at Antwerp, 248— ex- 
cellent statute of Treasons ptuised by, L 
218; V. 21— Exposition of by Lord Erskine, 
vHTaZfix 

Edward IV„ irregular use of the Great Seal 
by, L 21 — gains the victory and throne at 
Tow ton, 319 — treatment of Sir John ¥or- 
tescue, 320— extravagant fashions during 
reign of, 328 — vicissitudes of, 330. 

Edward V,, birth of, L 332, 

Edward V. and Richard 111^ History of. by 
Sir T. More, the earliest Engli:ih historical 
composition, ii. "UL 

Edwar<l VI.. description of when an infant, 
ii. 96— proclaimed. 128 — allegiance swura 
to, I2a» 

Edward, Prince of Wales, assassination of, L 

33L 

Edward the Confessor, long exile, L 34 — 

Great S^-al introduced by, 35 — French lan- 
guage encouraged by, 41 — laws of abro- 
gated by the Conqueror, 42. 
Edwin, Earl, exertions of, to obtain a r L x- 
ation of the severe laws of the Conqueror, 
1. 42, 

Edwin, Sir anecdote related of, v. 71. 
Egbert appoints SU Swithin tutor to his son, 

L 30x 

Kgerum. Sir Thomas — See Ellesmere. 
Eldin (Clerk), Lord, amusing anecdote ot, 
vii. 371. 

Elejinor, Queen, Lady Keeper of the Great 
Seal, L 12.3— curious conunission to, — pa- 
rentage, betrothal, 124 — festivities for, ia 
London,— sita in the Aula Kegia, I2fr— 
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giand ceremony of churching, tb. — arbi- 
trary conduct of, 127 — visits I*ari»,t6. — un- 
popularity of, 128— takes the veil, »6.— cha- 
racter, 122— funeral, lalL 
Election petitiouii, infamous party decisions 
on, V, 2 U ; vi. 225 ; vil. 184, 396 — sug- 
gestion by Lord Campbell for the disposal 
of, viii. 111. 

Election, equitable doctrine of, considered, 
viii. aiia* 

Electors, right of action possessed by, for the 
malicioud rejection of their votes, v. 156. 

Eldon, Karl of, pt-digree, Ix. Ill— birth, 113 
— schwi-boy life, 115 — sent to London, 
117 — in Oxford, 119— gains the prize for 
English esMiy, 121 — modesty, 12.1— court- 
ship, 125 — marri»go, 131 — exempbry con- 
duct, 135— re- married, 137— intimacy with 
l>r. Johnson, 139 — removes to London, 
141 — a law student, 143— a Imrrister, 145 
— a hustings orator, 147— loses lils fattier. 
149 — Joins Chancery bar, 151 — succlss 
on the Northeni Circuit, 153 — famous 
victory in C«*urt of Clmncery, 155 — 
counsel in Clitheroe Election committee, 
157 — a leader on circuit, 159 — circuit 
anecdotes, 161 — a King's counsel, 1£5 
— M.P. for Weobly, 167— medUy >pi'ech, 
169— speech on Westrainsu-r wniilny. 113 
— Chancellor of Durham, 175— a:>sailed by 
Sir H. Francis, 177— -Solicitor-General, 129 
—continues on Northern Cirtuit, 180 — atl- 
Tocates the llegenry bills, 18.3— noticed in 
the RoUiad, 1k5— quiet life, 187— first at- 
tack of gout, 189— Attorney-General, lau 
— ex-offlcio prosecutions of, 192— trial of 
Frost, 193— speech against Hardy, 195— 
on tri.Vi of Home Tooke, 197— new p< nal 
enactments prepared by, 200 — prosecutions 
for libel justified by, 203 — fair conduct on 
trial of Mr. Reeves, 205— prosecutions for 
high treason, 207 —improper prosecutions 
for libel, ib. — forensic eloquence, demea- 
nour as counsel, 211 — Chief Justice of 
Common Pleas and a Peer, 212— judg- 
ments. 215 — maiden speech in the Lords, 
Jl7— Lord Chancellor, 221 — letters duriiie 
the illness of Ger»rge 111., 223 — conduct 
excused, 221 — urges the exclusion of 
priests in orders from House of Commons, 
^0 — peace of Amiens defended by, 233 — 
High Steward of Oxford, 235— conduct 
during the sc^imd illness of the King, 2112 
— ^nep>tiate-» for the return of Mr. Pitt to 
ofltoe, 241-47 — letters to fi-om the Hoyal 
Family. 251— from Mr. Pitt. 253— conduct 
during dilTtn-iices Ix-tween King and 
Prince of Wales, 255— letter from Duke of 
Kent, 257— di ath of Mr. Pitt, 259— resigns 
Great Sea', 261 — conduct as ex-Chancellor, 
363 — angiT with the King. 263— conduct 
touching the lielicate Investigation. 267 — 
letters fmm Princess Klizabelh, 269— the 
composing and printing of "the It^Mtk" 
promote<l by, 272— again I^ord Chancfllor, I 
975— byp^M'risy or self-delusion, 277 — con- I 
gratulRtwi by Sir 8. Romilly. 27K— grants ' 
U\Jniirtion af<;aiDat "the Book," 2S1— dls- 
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solution of Parliament urged by, 283— 
supremacy in the (Jahinet, 2«5— sfizure of 
Ihinish fleet defended by, 286 — courteous 
treatment of Lord Campbt;ll, 28b— intimacy 
with Princess of Wales, 289— advice on tlie 
proceedings against the Duke of York. tb. 
— scheme for taking Great deal from, 291 — 
letters on the ministerial difficulties of 
I8(i9, 292— loses the Chanccllursbip of Ox- 
ford, aim — complimeulary letter from 
George IIJ., 30l — relaxation of criminal 
code oppu^ed by, 303. 327. 358 — and Ca- 
tholic emancipation, 3o5. 327 — conduct on 
the return of the King's illne&o, 3u7— re' 
monstrance from Duke of Cuml>erland on 
clauses in Regency Bill, 309 — defence, 311 
— charge of Lord Grey against, 315 — at- 
tack of Lord Motra on, 317 — attempt by 
Lurd King to exclude from (jiieeu's comi- 
cil, 319 — extreme sensibility. 320 — in fa- 
vour with the Regent, 323— judicial duties, 
329— letter to Dr. Swire, 330 — from Injke 
of York to, 331— permuncni incapacitv of 
King avowed by, 333— letter to Mr. Per- 
ceval, 336 — reconciliation with tiie Regent. 
3-11 — complaints against as Chancellor, 342. 
352— proceedings on the death of I'erceval, 
313 — skill in the ministerial crisis, 345 — 
entertains the Regent, 352— flre at En- 
combe described by, 354 — Vicc-Cliancellor 
appointed by, 356 — conduct on Iresh dis- 
niiu»8 between the Regent and Princess of 
Wales, 3.'>9 — Bsceiidency over the liegent, 
361 — returns thanks to Duke ot Welling- 
ton, 363— presented to allied Sovereigns, 
361 — conduct on the prop* ii.e<i nuirriuge of 
Princess Charlotte with Prince of Orange. 
365 — escape from Com Law riots, 370— on 
the question as to the detention of ]S'apo- 
lei>n, 371 — rejects Bill for making land li- 
able to simple contract debts, 372— supports 
Scotch Judicature Bill, 373— arranges pre* 
liminaries of the marriage of Uic Princes* 
Charlotte, 37-t — mistaken policy for sup- 
pression of national discontents, 375— 
defends famous circular of l..ord Sidnioutb, 
376 — touching account by of Princphs Char- 
lotte's death. 377 — intrigues of Sir John 
Leach against, 379— oppcjses Factory la- 
bour Bill, .383— opposes Elrskine's bill de- 
claring arrest for libel unlawful, ib. — 
attends marriage of Duke of Kent, 384— 
letter on legal pecrage.-s. 385— emotion on 
death of Romilly, 386— views on tlie Cur- 
rency (Question, 387 — abolifahes trial by 
battle and appeals of nmrder, 389— preset/ 
at the birth of Queen Victoria, 390— alarm 
atdislurbancesof 1819,392— letters to Lord 
Kncomlie, 325 — speech on Manchester 
meeting. 396— Six Acta iMiseod. 397 — re- 
marks on the Cato Street conspiracy, x. 
3 — conduct during the proceedings against 
the Queen, 5 — impartial conduct durins the 
trial, 12 — complaints against his colleague:^ 
17 — dispute with Lord Liver|»ool. 19 — 
made an Earl. 2S>— coronation describi-d, 27 
— joy upon death of the Queen, 29 — dU- 
pleaised with the bishops, 32— oppo«es 
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Marriage Iaw Amendment Bill, 33 — In- 
Junclions from George IV. on the deatli of 
Ijord Londonderry, 35 — influence declines, 
37 — repels attacks In the Commons, 39 — 
•larm at the influence of Canning, 41 — de- 
fended by Mr. Peel, 43 — attacks Mr. Al«r- 
cn«nby, 47 — proceedings in the Commons, 
49 — defended by Mr. Canning, 51— throws 
3Ut Diasenti rn" Slarriage Bill, 53— and Bill to 
confer Franchisf^ on English Catholic*. 55 
— attacked by Mr. Brougham, 60 — supports 
BUI for Suppressing Unlawful Association* 
in Ireland, 62— speech against Catholic 
Kmancipalion in 1825, 64 — attacked by 
Mr. Wdliams, 65^ S'i— amonnt of official 
inconte, 67 — conditionally tenders resig- 
nation, 69— attack on by Mr. Hume. 73— 
corrt-spondence with Mr. Pe«l, 77— emo- 
tion on death of Duke of York, 85— on 
apoplectic attack of Lord Liverpool, 86 — 
keen' hostility to Carming, 87— employed 
by the King to negotiate with Peel, 89 — 
resigns office on Mr. Canning's appoint- 
ment as I'rime Minister, 93 — pain at the 
valedictory speech of Mr. Peel, 95 — parting 
present Irom George IV., 91 — dinner 
given to by Northern Circuit, 99 — hopes of 
a change of Ministry, lOl— letter fh>m 
Puke of Wellington, 103 — disappointment, 
105 — ill-usage, 10" — condemns ministerial 
measures, 111 — opposes repeal of Test Act, 
113 — opposes Catholic Ktnancipation in 
1828, 117— on the Clare election. 119— 
remarks on Royal speech recommending 
Catholic Emancipation, 121 — strenuous op- 
position to the Bill, 123j 134— popularity 
with anti - Citholi<«, 135 — 8npp<jrt8 the 
abolition of Welsh Judlc^itnre, 137 — speech 
on proposed liegency Bill, 141 — opinion on 
the l<2lections of 1830, 143 — on the French 
Revolution, 144 — on the Reform Bill, 147 
—affliction at death of Lady Eldon, 149— 
Reform Bill debates, 151-55 — opjvises New 
Bankruptcy Bill, 15;i — ajmtinitation of 
tithes in Ireland, 167— accused of giving 
•ineeurefl to his son, 169 — speech against 
new Reform Bill, 171— ministerial difficul- 
ties, 173— absents himself from tlie de- 
bates, 174 — opposes Real Property Reform 
Act, 175 — opposes ministerial measures, 
179— reception in Middle Temple Hall, 183 
—declines a contest for the office of Chan- 
cellor of Oxford, 188 — reception at Oxford, 
188— dislike of New Poor Law, 191 — cor- 
respondence with Sir R. Peel in 1835, Ifi£ 
— opinion on Miniclpal Reform Bill, 197 — 
on nis conduct as an Kquity Judge, 199 — 
destroys private papers, 201 — speech to his 
Durham tenantry, 206 — attachment to 
dumb animals, 207 — advice to his grandson 
on entering Oxford, 208 — horror at Wills 
Amendment Act, 20t— last visit to House 
of Lords, 211 — testamentary dispositions, 
212— edifying letter from Bishop of Exeter, 
216— death and funeral, 217— will, 219— 
defects as a Judge. 221 — neglects Mterutnre, 
223— waste of lime, 224— fictitious com- 
pUiQte against, 225— conduct in Ware v. 



Horwood, 217— In Lord Somers's case, 228 
— delays explained, 231— dislike <»f Scotch- 
men, 235— high merit as a Judge. 237— 
good humour, 239 — extracts from judg- 
ments, 243 — improvements in Equity, 24i 
— reverse* decisions of Sir Wm. Grant, 211 
—doubtful decisions, 251-3 — obiecUonable 
judgment-'. 254-9— conflict with Scotch 
Judges, 261 — objects of his judgments, 2fi3 
— indifference to Law Refonn, 265 — resists 
amendment of penal code, 267— character 
as a politician. 269— morbid appetite tor 
coercive measures, 271 — Masters in Chan- 
cery appointed by, 273— reasons for making 
Jekyll, 275 — unjustly blamed for wiib- 
holditig legal peerages, 277 — disposal of 
Church preferment, 279 — as Sjieaker of 
House of Ixjrds, 283 — as an orator and 
a poet, 285 — autobiography, 287— facet i- 
ousness in converwitlon, 289 — manners in 
private society, 291 — contempt for tine 
arts, 293 — recreations, 295— go<xl-natiired 
treatment of poachers, 297 — inhospitable 
treatment of legal profession, 301— libe- 
rality, 303 — consumption of port wine, 3115 
— religious views, 307— portraits, 309 — 
descendants, 308 — memorable address to, by 
Sheridan, 11. 2»2 — delays of, iii. 85 — re- 
marks on I/ord Northington's decisions, vi. 
317. 321 — anecdotes of Lord Thurlow by, 
vii. 304. 309— character of by Lord Camp- 
bell, viil. 223— maiden speech, 263. 36s. 
Kliot, Sir J., the remonstrance moved by, iii. 
2M. 

Kliot, Sir Geo., on ministerial changes in 
1792, vilL 119. 

Elizal)eth, Princess, letters on the domes- 
tic position of Royal Family in 1801, Ix. 
225— on death of Mr. Perceval, 343. 

Elizabeth, Queen, legitimacy established by 
statute, ii. 48 — indelicate courtship of, by 
the Lord High Admiral, 150— accession, 
206 — famous answer, 207 — studied ambi- 
guity, 208— advk-e of Sir N. Bacon to, 
216. 221— invited to marry, 222 — addressen 
the House of Commons, 224 — dismissos 
and forgives Sir N. Bacon, 225 — uses a 
coach, 226 — solicited by the ComiAons to 
murry, 228— joy on finding Queen of Scota 
at her mercy, 247 — resolves to have the 
sentence exwnted, 251 — signs warrant of 
execution, 253 — at Tilbury, 283— demand* 
a debt from Chancellor Hatton, 2st — 
liaison of, with Sir C. Hatton, 292 — 
favours Charles Blount, 286 — treatment 
to courtiers, 293 — enlightened and steady 
administration of afl'airs by, 307 — gives 
Kssex a blow on the ear, 321 — death- 
bed scene described. 341 — increase of 
Chancery business during reign of, 343 — 
partiality of. for Lord Bacon, iii. 31— me- 
niiiiials of, preserved at White I^idles.v. 55. 

Ellenborough, Lord, awkwardness a to* 
lunteer soldier, iii. 29H ; viii. 367 ; i.\. 211 
— character by, of Lord Keei)er Bridgman< 
iv, 152— regrets the disuse of law-I^tin, 
vi. 120 — aneaiote of Chief Justice Willet, 
316-Oreat Seal refused by. viii. 372— po- 
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sition as a Cabinet minlsier (i nsured, ix. 
3 — letters ou illue«8 of Gwrye 111.. 331 — 
re;<igDS office, 384 — anecdotes of, vlii. 134; 
ix. 163— seizure of Danish fleet censunid 
by, 2iil. 

Kllesinere, Earldom of, conferred, il. 3H4. 

Ellesmere, Lord, earliest founder of oixr 
system of Kquity, ii. 256— {>arcniage, aM 
—education, ana— <iueen's Counsel, 310 — 
Solidtor-Gcnerul, 311— frames indictment 
and conducts prosecution of the (^een of 
Soots, 312— Atu>rucy-<>eneral,ai2-Master 
of tbe Rolls, 314 — Lord Keeper. 315— a 
consummate judge, 316 — disputes with 
the Common- I^w Judges, 3 18— punish- 
ment passed by, on Milward. 319 — Com<- 
miiwioner for negotiating treaiieri, 321 — 
intimacy with Lord Essex, 322 — pro- 
nounces sentence on Essex, 221 — im- 
prisoned at Essex House, 330 — interview 
with Essex in ihe Tower, 331— third mar- 
riage, 332— entertains the Queen at Hare- 
field, 331 — Criminal code mitigated by, 
340 — letters to propitiate James, 346 — 
Lord Chancellor with a peerage, 347— 
conduct on Stiite I 'rials, 348 — dispute with 
the House of Commons, 350— judgment in 
Calvin's case, 363 — decision in famous 
case abitut duels, 360 — respecting procla- 
mations, 361 — controversy with Loi-d Coke^ 
362— appeal to the King, 364 — promotes 
dismissal of Lord Coke, 371 — wish to re- 
sign, 373 — created a Viscount, 375 — death 
and epitaph, 377 — chui-actcr, 378— marri- 
ages, 383 — descendants, 384 — opinion of as 
to levying of Ijenevolences, iiL 63— inter- 
views of Lord Bacon with, 67— last illness 
of.m 

Elliott, Sir T., ambassador from Henry VIIL 
to the Emperor Charles V., ii. 68. 

Elliott, Mr., obtains the Great Seal from 
Lord Littleton, ili. 222, 

Elmham in Norfolk, a bishop's see during 
the Ht'pLiu hy,i. 11. 

Elocution, lectures ou by Sberidao. sen., viL 

363. 

Elsynge on Parliaments, references to, L 

Kit ham. festive doings at, by Sir C Hatton, 

iL 225. 

Ely, Bishop of, memorable letter to, from 
Queen Elizabeth, ii. 2SL 

Ely, Nicholas de, made Chancellor by the 
Barons, L 131 — custody of the Great Seal, 
temp. Henry 111.. 131 — removed by I)e 
Montforc, laS — Bishop of Worcester, 

Empson, uiytist execution of, L 369 ; ii. IQ. 
Encombe, Viscount, M.P. for Truro, notice 
of, X. V2X 

England, French language spoken at Court 
in, during the reign of the Confessor, L 
41 — ignorance of history and antiquities 
of in the I7ih century, lii. 262 — increased 
popularity of Church of, x. lis. 

England, Chief Justice of, Speaker of the 
House of I>ordB iu the absence of the 
QMnoeUor, UL 104— appointment as ca- 



binet minister unconstitutional, i.\. 263— 
posterity of ustially obscure, vi. 302. 

England, Kings of, right to decide causes in 
the Courts of l^aw denied, iii. 135— autho- 
rity of, over their grandchildren, judicially 
reaignised, vi. 19 — mode of regulating the 
succession on denil>ie of, x. lOx 

English, domestic manners of, in tbe 12th 
century, L 61 — customs and habits of, in 
the 16tJi century, L 408_i iL 196— ab8ei>ce 
Oi castes among, L 

English language, spread of, throughout the 
Wot Id, i. 2'.)--o. iitiiitii lo tlje lower orders, 
temp. Henry ill.. 125— earliest parlia- 
mentary record in, 2.38— in the middle of 
15ih centurj', 304— first statute in, passed. 
3i3 — prejudices against conducting law 
proceedings in, iii. 392— pleadings In, esta- 
blished, vi. iia. 

Epigiammata, by Sir T. More, a work ad- 
mired throughout Europe, ii. 21, 70, 

Equity, adniirable system of, established in 
the Englisli Chancery, L fil 9— defined Ijy 
Selden, 11 — distinct from common law, 
216— juridical sj'stem of, defined by Lord 
Hardwicke, vl. 192 — ai^peals to Hou.se 
of Lords in, debated and allowed, ii. 2S0 ; 
iv. 253; V. 17— perlected into a symme- 
trical science by lv<»rd Hardwicke, vi. I31j 
— moulded into a ctnle by lx)rd Notting- 
ham, iv. 24K, 2x1 — unjustly complained 
of by the multitude, 250— reduced to a 
system on accession of William III., v. 2 
— practitioners formerly went a circuit, vi. 
168 — English system of derived from civil 
law, s. 222. 

Erasmus, description of Sir T. More at 
Calais, L 16— classical style and delicate 
raillery, 91 — character of Archbishop War- 
ham, 376— intimacy with Wolsey and 
More, 378 — custom in England for persons 
to kiss on meeting and S(.'parating noticed 
by, 408— Wolsey alter his fall, 421— e.\- 
tracls from epistles, ii. 1^ 6, 8^ 9— invited 
to England and resides at Oxford, 4— re- 
marks on the domestic life of Sir T. More, 
13, 14— facetious letter lo, 23, 29— on the 
conduct of Sir T. More as a Judge, 39, 
46 — narrative by of the trial and atro- 
cious treatment of Sir T. More, 63i ^ 
— admirable Edition of New Testament 
published by, 69— portrait of by Quintin 
Matsys, 74- description of Englhib lawyers 
hy, iv. 145. 

Erskine, l^rd. pure eloquence of, lii. 137— 
parentage, viii. 224 — education, 225 — letter 
when a school-boy, 226— a midshipnuin, 
227— in West Indies, 829— ensign in il-.e 
army, 230— marries, 231— literary pursuits 
in Minorca, 232 — in I>ondon, 233— con tn- 
versy with Dr. Johnson, 23:— parpphiet 
on abuses of the army, 2.35— httrodnet ion 
to Lord Mansfield, 23j> — enterini at Lin- 
coln's Inn and malrii ulated at Ounbridpo, 
Z19— pupil of Mr. Justice Buikr. 24(>-- 
pecuniaiy difRculties, 2(1 — called to the 
Ixxr, 243— pupil ol Baron Wood, ib.— first 
s]>eecb in Bex r. Buillie, 2'< — unpretiw 
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dented sensation, 249— immense business, 
250 — counsel for Lord Keppel, 251— gene- 
rosity of Lord Keppel to, 252— Joins tlie 
Home Circuit, 253 — opposes the Almanac 
Monopoly Bill, 254— counsel in a duelling 
case. 255 — character of oratory, 256 — epeech 
for Lord George G onion, 258— famous oath, 
2aa — enters parllanient, 2fi2 — maiden 
speech, 263— dread of Mr. Pitt, 265— speech 
on the slate of the nation, 267— attack on 
Htt'a Indian policy, 269— urges the stop- 
ping of the supplies, 170 — a King's counsel, 
271 — special retainers, 272 — Dean of St. 
Asaph's case, 273-79— counsfl on West- 
minster Scrutiny, 280— ascendency ar the 
bar, 281— leaves the circuit, iL -Attorney- 
General to Prince of Wales, 2«2— counsel 
In Rex V. Motherill, 283 — addrena to Lcjrd 
MansBeld, 284 — great speech in Stockdale s 
case, 287— on the state of India, 289— first 
visit to Paris, 291— again in Parliament, 
292— on the law of Libel reform, 29;}— 
opposes Traitorous Correspondence Bill, 
294 — speecli In defence of I'aine, 295 — dis- 
missed from office, 297— defends Fn)st» 
299 — aransel for Mr. Perry, 301— Jlr. 
Walker, 303— for Hardy, 307— extraordi- 
nary exertion. 317— for Home Tooke, aia 
-for Thelwall, 325— great popularity, aifi 
— violent s{)eech against Seditious Meetings 
Bill, 327— admirable speech against the 
I'^xtension of l'rca*)n Laws, 328 — failure In 
attempting to answer Mr. Pitt, 331 — pam- 
plilet on French war. 332— exposes Pitt's 
inconsistency, 333— counsel for William 
Stone, 334 — for the Bi-shop of Bangor, aaa 
— prosecutes the publisher of the ' Age of 
Rmsou,' 337— a witness for O'Connor. .'J40— 
counsel for Ijord Thanct and Mr. Fergus- 
son, 341 — for the 'Courier' newspaper, 313 
—for Mr. Cuthell, 345— for Hadfield, 347— 
in Pay r. Day, 352— crim. con. speeches, 
355— <,eced>ts from the House of Commons, 
359— supports .Mr. Addington as Minister, 
361 — visits Paris, 362— reception by Nar 
poleon, 363 —compliments Mackintosli's 
speech for Peltier, 365 — on the vindic- 
tive proceedings of Napoleon, 366 — com- 
mands the Dfvil s 0«n," iii. 298 ; vill.367 
— on the legal position of a " volunteer," 
368 — death of Mrs. Krskino, 371— I/ord 
Chancellor and a I'eer, 37:$— address of the 
Bar to, 375 — motto adopted by, 376 — de- 
meanour as Chancellor, 377— reported de- 
cisions, 379 — on the equitable doctrine 
of elecMon, .3^9— presides on the trial of 
Ijord Mel villi' 391— decision in Fitzher- 
bert ij.Seynii.ur, 395— consequences there- 
from, ix.'334 — a cabinet miidster, x. 2— 
fpeech on the prosecution <if Judge Fox. 5 
— abolition of Slave Trade .suppnrted by. 6 — 
Roman Catholic claim.s. 7 — ordered to sur- 
render the CJreat Seal, 9— address from the 
Bar, 10— farewell address, 1 1— confession 
of faith, 15— suppons the Scotch Judica- 
ture Bill, 16— opiwses Jfsnits' Bark Bill, | 
17— and Bill allowing amrt for liljel, 12 i 
—Bill to prevent Cruelty wo Animals, 21 — i 



notions on Parliamentary privilege, 23— 
on the Roman Catholic claims, ib. — op* 
po8«*s restrictions on the Regent, 25 — witb> 
draws from public life, 27 — life about 
town, 2^ — rural ptirsuits, 29 — visits to 
Westminster Hall, 31— Armata, ill. 1-10 ; 
ix. 33 — tifflcial ctwtnrae recomn)ended by, 
35 — steadiness to party and principles, 33 

— indifference about lAkw Reform, 39 — 
political pamphlets by, 40— a Knight of 
the Thistle, 41— exertions in the Banbury 
Peerage Case, 43— opposes Seditious Meet- 
ings Bill, 46 — and other coercive measures, 
47 — failure in Parliament explained, 49 — 
prominent part on behalf of Queen Car«»- 
line, fil — illness when addressing the 
House of Lords, 67 — vLsits Edinbuigh. ill 
— fiecimiary embarrassments, 67 — last letter 
to Dr. Parr, 69— pamphlet in favour of the 
Greeks, 71 — exposes abuses of the Pwir 
Law, 73 — death, 75— will, 77 — chanicter 
as an advocate, 79— as an orator, 81 — ait 
an examiner of witnesses*, 85 — poetical conj- 
positions, 87 — success in s<»ciety, 91 — 
egotism, 93 — puns, 95 — practical jukeK, ai 
— supersriilons, 99 — descendants, lo7 — 
portraits and bu8t», 108- anecdotes of. lai 
— conduct io the Delicate investigation. 

Erskine, Rt. H<m. Thomas, Justice of Com- 
mon Pleas, ix. 107 — biographical ctni- 
munications from, viiL 228, 241^ 211, 
363; ix. fiL 05. 
Erskine, Rt. Hon. Henry, M.P., Lord Advo- 
cate, viii. 263— memoir, anecdotes, witti- 
cisms, i-\. 103 6. 
Essays by Ix)nl Bacon, general popularity 

of, ili. 21^ MIL 
Ksher, place of banishment assigned to 

Wolsey, ii. 25. 
Espinassse, Mr., ronjectnrrs by a* to fend 
Iwtween Mr. Pitt and Ix^rd Erskine, viiL 
265 — Krskine described by. ix. tti. 
E.-s«'X, Earl of, voynge to Spain, il. 286 — 
letter to from Sir C. Hatton, 294— in- 
timacy with Ix>rd Ellesmere, 321- quarrel 
with the Queen, 322— reconciled, 323 — 
trial of at York House, 326— rebellion of, 
328- interview with Lord Ellesmere in the 
Tower, 331— character of, ili. 18— affec- 
tionate friendship lor I.rf)rd Bacon, 15. 22. 23. 
27. 32— Bacon s condnct towards justified, 
ib. — intercession by Bacon for, 33 — libtru- 
tion of, 35— mad attempt by to raise the 
City, 36— cruel attjick on by Bacon, aa 

— defence of, 39 — ingratitude of Baron 
towards, 41— public sympathy manifested 
towai-ds, 43j, 49— apology by liord Bacon 
concerning, 4S, 

Estatica and Adolorata, miraculous muidc, 

credulity respecting, ii. 49^, 
Kstcourt, famous and extraordinary mimic- 
ries of, V. 195 — affectionate tribute to 
memory of, 196. 
Kthelbrrt, King of England, appoints a 
I Chancellor, L 3^ 29. 

Ftlielred, accession of, L 31, 
I Etlielwulf, a pupil of St. Swttbin'm * 'A 
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Etiqaette required from practitioners at the 
bar, Ir. 285; vU. 379, 384: vili. 272, 295; 
ix. 79. 18(1. 

Eton, anecdote rettpecting fagging at, vi. 353 

—eminent Judge educated at, ib. 356. 
Eurip'des, TrausluUous from by Lord Thur- 

low, vii. 2tf9. 
Europe, treatment by the Courts of, to the 

Ministers of Henry VIII., ii. §8, 
Eusden, poet laureate, complimentary verses 

by; on Lord Macclesfield, vL fi. 
Eustace, Dean of Salisbury, Chancellor, L 

lOB. 

Evelyn, J., triumphal return of Charlos IL 
describc>d by, Iv. 67— remarks respecting 
Lord Clarendon by, 109, 117— on the clo- 
queuce of Lord Nottingham, 242 — character 
of Lord-Keeper Guilford, 314 — description 
of Serjeant ftiuynard, v. 6— of I»rd Somt-rs, 
95, 129, 197 — of liOrdCowper's appointment 
as Chancellor, 247. 

Everdou, Silvester de, Bishop of Carlisle, 
Chancellor, L 121. 

Evesham, Abbot of. Keeper of the Great Seal, 
L 119— monarchy restored by baitlc of, 128, 
137. 

Evidenc«, important decisions on the admis- 
sibility of, vi. 200 — on the Queen s trial, x. 
13. 

Evreux, outrage by English seamen at, iv. 
121. 

Exchequer, Court of, established for revenue 
cases, L 6— Chamber, early decisions in, IQ 
— presided over by the Chancellor on the 
hearing of caj^es of error, 16 — qnrstions 
submitted by Chancellor for consideration 
o f twelve Judges in, ii. 343— Chief Baron of, 
appointment of, L 16^ vili. 29— Aitomey- 
Qeneral seldom promoted to dignity of, 
>9. 37 — Treasurership of, great profit and 
dignity of, ii. 11 1- nefarious scheme of 
closing the, iv. 149, 151, USL 

Excise lawK, origin of, iv. 28— scheme of Sir 
R. Walpole, vi. 133. 181. 

Exclusion Bill, pamphlet on,.by Lord Somers, 
V. 65, 

Exeter, archives at, original charter of Ste- 
phen preserved in, L 53 — (Courtenay), 
Marquis of, trial and execution of. ii. 95— 
Phitpittts, Bishop of, pamphlet on the 
Catholic Question by, vi. 236 — edifying 
letter to Lord Eldon, x. 215— first patron 
of, 213. 

Exiles, Ipgal rules relating to, vili. 12fi» 

Eynsford, William de, excommunicated by 
k Becket, L 72— absolved by command of 
the King, 23. 

Eyre, Baron, decision on the dispute between 
George L and bis son, vi. 19— Chief Jus- 
tice of Common Pleais, 95. 

Eyre, Sir James, Chief Baron, a Lord Com- 
mls!<ioner of Great Seal, vii. 270 ; viii. JM 
— insulted by London Corporation, 402— 
impartial conduct as a Judge, .109. 317— 
Chief Jostice of Common Pleas, ix. 212, 



P. 

Fabius, John, Bishop of Vienna, letter to, 

respecting Sir T. More, ii. 22. 

Fabrigas v. M(xst.vn, indignation of Lord Ers- 
kine at verdict in, viiL 233. 

Factory regulation, Six Hour Bill anticipated 
in the TJtopia, ii. 74- legislative difficul- 
ties of, Ix. a&IL 

Fags at Eton, anecdote relating to, vi. 353. 

Falkland, lx)rd, moves the iuif»eachment of 
Ix»rd Finch, iv. 11, 265— intimacy with 
lx»rd Clarendon, 4 — confidence reposed in 
by the King, iii. 287-9— reasonable reform 
advocated by, 331 — speech agiiinst Lord 
Strafford, 14 — urges the exclusion of the 
Bishops, 17— Secretary of Siate, 20— kilUd 
at Newbury, 26— character of by Lord 
Clarendon, ii. 

Farrer, Mr., anecdotes of Lf»rd Eldon by, 
ix. 154— an excellent Master in Chancery, 

Fashions, extravagant, of the reign of Edward 

IV. , L 328. 

Faucouer, J»>hn le, receiver of fees of th«' 
Great Seal, temp. Henry III., account of 
extant in the Record Office, L liSL 

Feame, Mr., profound learning and pecnni* 
ary difficulties of, vili. 212. 

Fees of Chancery, considerable amount re- 
ceived under the Plantagenet kings, L Hfl 
— paid to counsel in llie middle ages, iii. fig 
— abuses incident to a remuneration of 
official pen>itns by, v. 165. 

Fell s. Read, important decision in. viii. 125. 

Felony, witnesses for persons accused of, first 
permitted to be examined on <jath, v. 215. 

Female education in the 16ih century, ii. 8^ 

F^nelon, De ia Mothe, ambassador to (jueen 
Elizabeth, di spatches by, ii. 226, 211L 

Fenwick, Sir John, unjustifiable murder of, 

V. 111. 231.357. 

Fereitville, treaty of, its conditions violated 
lay Henry L 90 — interview between 
Henry iL and a Becket at, ii. 80, 

Ftrgusson, Itigbt Hon. C, tried, viii. 341— 
sentence imposed on, 343 — conduct of 
Lord Eldon to, ix. 2M. 

Fefrara, University of, opinion expressed by 
on the marriage of Henry VilL and Ka- 
therine. ii. 

Ferrers, I'^rl, trial and execution of, vi. 323. 
365; vii. SL 

Fielding, IL, merits as an author, viii. 23L 

Fienncs, NftU, parentage, adventures, a Com- 
missioner of Great Seal, iiL 366 — reap- 
pointed by Richard Cromwell. 375. 

Fife, Earl of, appeal by, against Baliol, L 
156. 

Filic^Ja, praise of Lord Somers by, v. 63 — 
character and acroropli.shments of, 186 — 
I^tin ode by on IjonI Somers, 187. 

Finch, Sir H.. Lord Keeper Williams in- 
structed in Equity by, iii. 159, 165 -ele- 
mentary legal treatise by, 344 — ma.\im of, 
Iv. 23L. 
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Kincb, Sir John, Chief Justice of Common 
PIcAA, iii. 229 — an unscrupalous snpp^trter 
of arbitrary power, 243 — parentage. 2U — 
enters parliament, 2ib— S|H-aker, 2J 6— con- 
duct in the ciiair, 249— arranges masque by 
Inn.^ of Court, 251 — Judge of Common 
i'leaa, 252— Chief Justice, 253— Judgment on 
riiip money, 233. 254— Lord Keep<T with a 
peerage, 255 — suggests the summoning of 
the Peers without the Commoiis, 260 — im- 
peached, 265— defence, 266— escapes to Hol- 
land, 210 — submits to Cromwell, 271— death 
and character, 272. 

Finch, Sir Moyle, estate of Wolsey's granted 
to, iv. 26L 

Fines, punishment of inefTectnal. ix. 398. 

Fisher, Bishop uf Kot-hester, attainted of trea- 
son, ii. 67— opposes the transference of the 
power from the Pope to the King, 81 — 
triAl. 66 — effect produced by execution of, 
9Q. 

Fiti-Alured, Richard, buvs the oflRce of Judge 
of the Common Pleas, L 52. 

Fitzgerald, Maurice, Chief Justiciar of Ire- 
land, L ilL 

Filz-<;ilbcrt, Sir William, appointed Chai> 

cellor by Queen Matilda, L 
Fitzbarris^ impeachment of, proceedings re- 

sp<*cting, L 15j iv. 217. 263— execution of, 

220. 265. ML 
Fitzherbert's Natura Brevium, extracts from. 

Lax 

Fitzhorbert, Chief Justice, required to prepare 
articles of irotieacliment against Wolsey, 
il. 31 — behaviour towards Sir T. More on 
his trial, ^ 

Fitzherbert v. S«'3rmour, memorable appeal in, 
viii. 395— important rt-sults, ix. 221. 

Fitzherbert, Sir Henry. Chamberlain of Henry 
L» iii. 243— descendantii, 244. 

Fitz-James. Chief Justice, assists in prepar- 
ing articles against Wolsey, ii. 31— partial 
conduct on the trial of Sir T. More, 58. 

FitxoHbome, William, a Chief Justiciar under 

William L 3L 
Fit2-Stephen, account by, of Thomas & Becket, 

L 56^ ftL 

Fitzurse, Sir Reginald, attends Henry II. in 
Xormandy, ii. 84— joins in demanding ab:>4>- 
lute submission from k Becket, 85— Joins in 
the assa^Ination. 

Fitzwilliam, Sir William, Wolsey entertained 
by, at Peterborough, L 425. 

Fitzwilliam, Earl, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
abruptly recalled, viii. 169 — Catholic eman- 
cipation urged by, 172» 114 — dismissed 
from I»rd Lieutenancy of West Riding, ix. 
:{94. 

Five Mile Act, purposes of, iv. 97,21L 
Flambard, Ralph, Chancellor, L 44— methods 
for raising money invented by, 45— con- 
spiracy against, tb. — Bishop of Durham, 
46 — committed to the Tower — escapes — 
death, ib. — charter of restitution signed by. 

Fleet, the, mutiny in at the Note, viii. 15T. 



Fleetwood, Genonil, irresolntion of, about toe 
restoration of Churles II., iii. 382. 

Fleetwood, Dr., preface written by, ordered 
by the Comnioits to be burnt, vi. IS. 

Flemings, wi-altli and civilization of lo the 
16th century, ii. 16— during the 10th cen- 
tury, IL 

Fleta, a wonderful production for its age, 
written in the Fleet Prison, L M. 

Floyde, Edwards, ni\Just impeachment ol^ 
209 — and cruel sentence im]x>sed on, 210. 

Foley, Paul, chosen Speaker, v. 5iL 

Foliol, Gilbert, Bishop of London, enmity 
towards k Beckei by, L 68i 

Follett, Sir W. W., eulogistic tribute to me- 
mory of, vii. 292. 

Fonu-noy, battle of, vi. 22L 

Fontevrautt, burial-place of several Kings of 
England, L 95. 

Fools kept in the establishment of great per- 
sons, L 421 ; ii. 44 — of kings, iii. 22Am 

Foote, Samuel, on the colloquial powers of 
Lord Lougb1>orough, viii. 215. 

Foreigners, band of, employed as soldiers by 
I>ungthamp in 1189, L 97 — national dis- 
contents at the Monarch's partiality for, 
122. 

Foreign Affairs, Secretaryship for created, iv. 
12. 

Forest, Charter of, arbitrary aimulment of, L 
114— confirmed, 141, 157. 

Forester, Law Reporter, want of skill in com- 
position, vi. 141. 

Fortescue, Earl, complete pedigree of bis 
descent from Sir Jonn Fortescue possessed 
by, L .^18 — curious historical document 
temp. Fklward IV., lent by to Lord Camp- 
bell, 320— attack on law lords by, vii. 216. 

Fortescue, Sir John, litular Chancx'llor. L 211 
—professional learning and classical accom- 

glishments. 318— Chief Justice of King's 
ench— valour at ■|"owton, 319 — treatise 
in favour of the Lancastrians ; exile ; 
work I>e Landibus; returns to England. 

treatise in favour of the Yorkists, 320 — 
death ; epitaph, rm— character. 323 — style 
as a writer, 324— descendants, 325. 
Foster, Mr. Justice, opinion on the consti- 
tutional independence of Judges, vl. 281 
—character by, of Judge Jeffreys, Iv. 
422. 

Fountain, Lord Commissioner of Great Seal, 
iii. 377—386. 

Foweracres, John, convicted and sentenced 
to instant execution by Jeffreys, iv. SM. 

Fox, Martyrology by, extracts from, ii. 38. 

Fox, Rt. lion. C. J., first Marriage Bill always 
abused by, vl. 263— ill-starred C(»alition 
with I/ord North, vii. 25.221— India Bill 
rejectt-d. 27^ 226 ; viii. 266— Grenville Act 
opposed by, viii. lo — on the Cockpit contest 
between Franklin and Wedderbum, 19 — 
against appeal in all criminal cases, 24 — 
visitji Italy, 82— conduct during the illness 
of George IIL, 91, 248— on punishing adul- 
tery, vii. 201 — niaiden speech, 174 — on 
Blackstone'g Commentaries. 17S — ^unpoptt* 
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lar, 2?^famon8 Libol Bill, viil. 103— In- 
fatuated policy towards Kussia, 107— im- 
practicable aiK) oplniooative vlewn of. lin 
—on French Revolution, 111— di^leased 
with Lord Loughborough. 153— ill judged 
policy, 332— admiration of Erakine, 27a — 
death, vii. 290 ; Lx, 6— public funeral, 1— 
speeches, 42— character by Erskine, 33 — 
forensic accomplishments, 80— courtesy to 
Lord Eldon, 174— odious to George 111.. 
245 — ^reception by Napoleon, vUl. 3ft3. 

Fox, Dr., bishop of Winchester, advice of to 
Sir T. More, li. 111. 

Fox, Henry, first Marriage Act opposed by, 
vi. 262; viL 71 — feelings on death of Charles 
Yorke.ia. 

Fox, Judge, prosecution of. Ix. Su 

Framley Convent founded by Bishop GifEard, 

France, Chancellor of great rank and influ- 
ence in, L 5^ 23— familiar inieaxjurse with 
In the reign of the Confessor, 41— embassy 
to by a beckel, «i — singers and jesters im- 
ported from in the 12th century, 98— wars 
with England, 103— crown of claimed by 
Henry 279— arms of, quartered by 
English monarchs, 280 — universities of, 
divided opinion fn)m resp>ecting the mar- 
riage of Henry Vlll. and Katherine, 40— 
practice in, of interrogating prisoners, ii. 
239— devoted aitachmeiiL of the people in 
to the law of eoual partibility, iiL 3fil— 
secret treaty of Charles IL with, iv. 214— 
able state paper declaring war against, v. 
92— state of on death ot James 11., 143 — 
war with in 1795 urged by Parliament, viii. 
136. 151— peace with debated, ix. 233— re- 
marks ou revolution of 1830 in, x. 144. 

FraiKls Li obsequious court by to Wolaey, L 
.-»0— defeat of at Favla, iQ&^ 

Francis, Sir P.. identified as Junius, viii. 211 
— abilities and anecdotes, vli. 288— laboured 
a. tack on Lord Eldon, ix. 176. 

Franklin, Benjamin, memorable contest with 
Wedderbum, viii. 14-19— bill of discovery 
filed against, 2L 

Frauds, beneficial statute of. framed by Lord 
Nottingham, iv. 271^ 278, 

Frederick 11^ Emperor, birth of, ii. 223. 

Frederick Prince of WuU s, dislike of George 
IL to, vl. 102. 210 — sudden death of, 2iL 

Freeholders, statute of Henry VL respecting, 
L 296 — lands of made liable for simple con- 
tract debts, ix. 323. 

Freeholder, the, eulogistic sketch of Lord 
Simmers in, by Addiwui, v. 201. 

Freeman, I>ord Chancellor of Ireland, merits 
as a lawyer and reporter, v, 166. 

Free-trade, principles of Whigs and Tories 
upon, clianged, vi, 79. 

French language substituted for the English 
tongue in Courts of Justice at the Con- 
quest, L 38 — spoken at the court of Edward 
the Confessor, 41 — in usf; among the nobles 
tn the 12th century, 100— spoken by the 
Court and higher classes in England and 
Scotland in the reign of Edward 1^ Ihl 



— law books written in during four 
centuries, 166 — used in many parlia- 
mentary proceedings. 221— u«ed by 
practitioners to the middle of the 18th 
century, ib. — use of forbidden by statute. 
238— in parliamentary debates gradually 
laid aside, 2ihA 
French, Norman, reports of law cases written 
in, iii. 

Frenelles, battle of, retreat of the English 
from, L 94. 

Frost, John, Chartist, prosecuted by Lord 

Campbell, v. 272; ix. 203. 
Frost, John, attorney, ui^just conviction of, 

viii. 146, 299 ; ix. 1S2» 
Fuller's Church Histor}*. allusion In to the 

parentage of Wolsey, L 377— d(-scription 

by of Sir N. Bacoo. IL 231— Worthies, iii. 

237. 

Fulthorpe, Sir William, tries and condemns 
the Archbishop of York, L 277. 

Funeral Service of Church of England, pre- 
judice of Presbyterians agaiiut, ix. 



G. 

Gambler, Lord, thanks of Parliament Toted 
to, ix. 363- 

Gant, Robert de. Chancellor temp. Stephen, 
i. iS. 

Gardiner, Recorder of London, an eminent 
lawyer, of counsel for Lord Straff^ord, iii. 
afll — Solicitor-General, aoij — Atu)mey» 
General, 309— sneaking conduct of, 403. 

Gardyiier, St4?phen, as Lord Chancellor strikes 
clauses from a bill inserted by the House 
of Commons, L 1 — private secretary to 
Wolsey, ii. 171 — intimacy with Henry 
VllL, 172— made Secretory of Slate. 173— 
Reformation opposed by, 174 — intrigues 
against Cranmer, 176— attempt of against 
(iitlierine l*ar, 177 — checks the translation 
of the Bible, 178 — diaracter of by Henry 
VIIL, 179— committed to the Fleet, 181— 
imprisoned in the Tower, 182 — made 
Chancellor by Queen Mary, 183— important 
measures promoted by, 184— Judge Hales 
prosecuted by, 186 — l!ady Jane Grey exe- 
cuted by, 189 — conduct of respecting the 
Queen s marriage, 191 — plan for crushing 
the Reformation, 193— InqulsitioD esta- 
blished by, 195 — sudden death of, 196 — 
conduct as Judge, 197- Chancellor of Cam- 
bridge, 199 — sugF^ests the prosecution of 
Catherine Par for abetting Lutheran doc- 
trines, 121. 

Garter, order of founded, L 226. 

Garth, authorship of disputed, L 199— charac- 
ter of Lord Somers by, v. 95. 

Garrick, intimacy with Lord Camden, vii. U 
— with Charles Yorke, 91 — correspondence, 
92 — patronises Wedderbum, 379 — stage 
anecdot*-s, 403 — nervous Ix haviour in the 
witness box, 340 — egotism and vanity, ix. 
89— graceful movements, viii. 20». 

Qarrow, Baron, sweet and powerful voice of; 
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iv. 34S--place of Chief Baron refaeed to, 
vill. 29 — astuteness m the examiniillitii of 
wituessips, ix. 80 — caution to Ixird Elduti, 
196— Solicitor-General, 354— incapacity, ix. 
354 ; X. 2m 

Gascoigne. Sir Wm., Prince of Wales com- 
miued by for contempt, L21L 

Gasoony, insurrection in, L 123 — lil)oral 
supply of wine from ihe King's vineyards 
in, 191 recftvers and triers of p*ii lions 
from, 221 ; li. 19— wine, used in the n-ign 
of Henry VJII.. ii. Ah. 

Gates, Burou of Kxchequer under Crom\^ll, 

iii. aaa. 

Gates, General, proposal respecting America, 
vii. 14JL 

Gaunsteile, Simon, Master of lioIJa, L 283, 

Gaunt, John of, unpopularity of, i. 245— in- 
fluence of at Court. 216. 

Gaveston, Piers, banisiied, L 162 — charge 
against, 168— recalled, executed, 170. 

Gawdy, Queen's Sei^eant, speech of against 
the Queen of Scots, il. 250. 

Gay, John, verses by in praise of Atterbury, 
V. 331. 

Gee V. Prltchard, judgment of Lord Eldon in, 
X. 211. 

Gentleman, earliest use of the word, iii. 258. 

Gcntoos, evidence by, held admissible by 
Lord Hardwicke, vi. 2()0. 

GeoflFrey, Rufus, purchas<'8 the o£Bce of Chan- 
cellor from Henry L 52. 

Geoffry, natural son of Henry II., L 91 — ap- 
p<iintod Archdeacon and Bishop of Lincoln 
when under age, 92 — refuses to be ordaine<l 
and becomes Chancellor, 93 — fidelity and 
attachment to the King, 9A — death-hetl 
scene with Henry, 95 — removed from office 
by Rlclmrd, and made Archbishop of Yorix, 
96 — invades Kngland, and is imprisoned by 
lyjngchamp, 99— restored to the office of 
Cliancellor, 102 — removed, dies in exile, 

1 OA- 

Georgc Li Ignorance of English, iv. 72— letter 
fnim to Ix>rd Somers, v. 161 — accession, 
2S9— arrival in England, 2ai; vi. 16 — state 
of political parties j<iven to by I^nl Cowper, 
V. 293 - aversion to every kind of learning, 
2afi — head of Whig faction Instead of 
monarch of a mighty i>e<)ple, 297 — remark 
by on the escape of l^rd Nithisdulo, 30J< — 
at Mwle. Kielmanscgge's petits soupers, 
318 -differences with his son, 319 — I^atin 
letter to from Ix)Pd Cowper, 323— created 
iJuke of Cambridge, 388— writ demanded 
for, 390 — pnxlaimed King, 392 — open 
enmity with I»riiice of Wales, vi. 18— de- 
light evinced by on the decision of the 
Judges in 1718, 19-deatli of, 50^ 105 - 
Hanoverians brought over by, 8(>— judicial 
decision in favour of his control over the 
education and marriage of his grand- 
cliiUlren, 352. 

George law proceedings* first conducted in 
English during r'jign of, iii. 392 — recognizes 
a Cabinet Council without the presence of 
the Soverelpn, iv. 72— dispute with thcKing 
respecting education of his children, vi. is — 



enmity evinced towards by Cuh). 30 — iin* 
peachment of I ord JVlaccleafieid supported 
by, 34 — conduct on his uu:>>«sion, 107 — 
inability to pronounce t>everal English 
wortls, 111- disgusting Correspondence w ith 
Queen Caroline, 113— hatred ol the lYince 
of Wales, 210— conduct at Dettingen, 231 
— scene witli I>ord Hardwicke, 233 — 
grief ul death of Mr. Pclham, 264 — un- 
piipular treaties entered into by, 265 — 
dislike to .Militia Hill, 266— anitising 
anecdotes of, 272 - consequences arising 
from sudden <lea:h of, 280 — dislikes Lord 
Nortbingion. 3H. 322 — refuses lo respite 
Earl Ferrers, 325 — death, 363; vii. 380 — 
parliamentary opposition annihilated at 
close of reign of, 3fi5. 
George lU., mental alienation in 17H8 and 
1811, i.20— apiKjiins otily eiybt Couiicellors, 
141 — Koyal Marriage Act passed In reign of, 
li. 359 — eager desire to restore the presence 
of the Sovereign at Gibinet Councils, iv. 12 
— always resided in England, v. no — ad- 
vantageous alteration in favour of JtKiges 
made on the accession of, 294 — anecdotes 
of, vi. 326 — correspondence with Lurd Chat- 
ham, .335 — accession, 363 — proceedings dur- 
ing insanity of, L 235^ 2X6 ; vii. 35^ ix. Uii 
— recovery from first illness, 41 — mcidenta 
arising out of first illne-s. viii. 83 — energy 
of during the Gordon Hiots -42— regulation 
Imposed as to knighthood, vii. iT5; ix. US 
— dislikes the sc>parati(m of America, 15li 
— improvement of public morals elTected 
by, 314 — anecdotes, viii. lui, no, 192 ; 
ix. 214, 221^ 228^ 231^ 2i0^ 26ii 322— 
change in public feeling towanb, 102 — 
malignant remark on death of Lord Lough- 
borough, 203 — suspicious of Scotchmen. 
204 ; viii. 170— illness of, 1801, ix. 187— 
recovered by hops. 188— at Weymouth, 2111 
— views on Catholic emancipation, I7:i. 
175, — paternal remark nn construc- 
tive treason, 147 — advice to Lord Kenyon, 
273 — legal volunteers reviewed by, 368 — 
death, ix. 50 — Catholic emancipation ob- 
noxious to, 7j viii. 174 — stipulation re- 
quired from ministers. Ix. 8 — mental illness 
hi 1810, 24 — remarks on Colliugwood s 
Trafalgar despatch, 116 — friendly kindnestt 
to Lord Eldon. It^T, 212^ 2U<, 220— inreresi- 
ing letUTs from, 22±^ -l^e^ 2^ 247— return 
of illness, 221. 237 — remark on selznre of 
Danish fleet, 288— disUke of Mr. Fox, 245. 
263 — permanently incapacitated, 307. 332 
— death, abilities and generosity. 399 — 
hatred to George IV., 254, 280 — character 
by Ix>rd Eldon, 322— opinion on Coronation 
Oath given to, x. 271. 
Gkorge IV. absent fn>m England on one oc- 
casion only, V. no — intrigues for the Re- 
gency in 1788, viiL 83 — anecdotes of in early 
life, vii. 2J5j247^ 320 — letters of, viii. loi — 
harshly treated. 103 — amiable qualities, Hi5 
— aversion to Mr. Pitt, 151 — claims arrears 
from J>uchy of Cornwall, 16:i — genentsiiy 
and afTection to Duke of Sussex, IBj — tt eiit. 
meut of Lord LoughlXirough, 187 — deserts 
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the Whigs, bt. 27 — accession, 60— differences 
HiUi the King, 3M — with the Priti<:ei>;» ut' 
Wales, 359 — mem*rable declaration un 
passing of Regency Bill. 323. 339— intimacy 
with Lady Herttord. 334 — friendly expla- 
nation with Lord Kldon, 342— confidence 
and regard for Lord Kldon, 352, 363^ 375 ; 
X. 30^ 59^ 93 — gift to, 97— advic-c given to 
by Sir John Leach, ix. 378 — uiuusiiig reply 
to the Emperor Alexander, M! — unfor- 
itmate resolves on ucces8ion, x. 4 — amiable 
cuudact, 30 — injunctions to L>rd Eldon in 
1827, 35— important explanations respect- 
ing Ministerial arrangemtnis of 1827-9, IM 
—death, character by Lord Campbell, 1^ 
— anxiety about the case ol' Hiznerberl v. 
Seymour, viii. 32S ; ix. 334— favour shown 
by to Krskme, 282. 295. 297 — advice to 
Ersklne, 2M. 

Ceroid, a mariner, attempts to kill Fhtm- 
bard, the Cbaucellor, L 45. 

Gerrard, Sir Gilbert, Attorney-General, per- 
sonal appearance of, iU 238— made Master 
of the Rolls, i6. 311— services and character 
of, ILL 

Gertruydenberg, overtures of l/juis XIV. at, 
unwisely rejected by the Whigs, v. 173, 

m. 

Ghosts, belief of Lord Krskine in. ix. 99. 

Gibbon, tklw., on original functions of Chan- 
cellor, L 26— extracts from History by, 2 — 
on- punishment due to the unsuccessful re- 
bel, V. 308 — pompous account of ancestry 
by, vi. ifia — Farliamenlary leaders de- 
scribed by. vii. 193 — ou the French Ilevolu- 
tion, vlii*. 121 — estimate of Lords Nortli, 
Tburlovv, and I /"inghl trough by, viii. 3^bq 
— account of debate on the a2 Articles. 9— 
compliinentury remarks on Lord Lough- 
borough by, 4L ill, 

Gibbs, (Jliief Justice, anecdotes of, L 337 ; vi. 
122 — a native of Devonshire, v. 4— Altor- 
ney-Genei-ut, soubriquet of, ix. 4— celebrity 
as counsel, viii. 307 — anecdotes of, ix. 4^ 
154 — arrest for libel secured by, 19— per- 
tinacity as an advocate, 80 — harsh pro- 
ceedings as Attorney-General, 211, 325 — 

Seevish dispcKsition, 326 — ii^unction filed 
y respiting " the B<K*k," 2!*i. 
Gibson, Edmund, complimentary dedication 

by to lx)rd Somers, v, 116. 
Gilfard. William, Bishop of Winchester, Chan- 
cellor to William I^ L 42 — re- appointed by 
Knfus, 43— aids I'rince Robert, and Great 
Seal taken from him, ib. — restored to office, 
bauLslituent, and death, 41. 
OiQard, Walter, private chaplain to the Pope, 
made Bishop of Bath and Wells. L 138— 
l/>rd Chancellor, Archbishop of York, ih. 
Giffard. G«»dfrey, Archdeacon of Wells, ap- 
pointed Chancellor, L 1 38 — removed. Bishop 
of Worcester, Lift. 
Gifford. Lord, a native of Devonshire, v. 4 — 
Deputy Speaker of Lords, x. 40 — Master 
of the Kollii, 77 — unexpected death, 2lx 

Gilbert, History cf Exchequer by, extracts 
from, L 5u 



Gilbert, Sir G., a Commissioner of Great Seal, 

vi. ax 

Gilbert, Sir J., made Chief Baron, vl. 96 — 
suggestion by as to the reason of the 
Cliancellor silting on the woolsack, i. 14. 

Giles, I'eler. of Antwerp, letter to from Sir 
Thomas More, ii. 15 — portraitof by Qulutin 
Matsys, jLL. 

Gin, riots against the attempt to check the 
drinking of, vi. liSL 

Glanvil, Hatiulplius de. Chief Justiciar, the 
earliest writer on (he law of England, L fi2 
—character ol liy Lord Coke, 94, 

Gleaning without ccmsent of owner of field 
adjudged a trespass, viii. ^ 

GleiK'oe, massacre of, a great reproach to the 
reign of ^Villinm IlL, v. 

Gloutiester, statute of passed, L 119— pro- 
ceedings in, during the raging of tlie cho- 
lera in 1832, iv. 345 — Ifcbert Earl of, 
services of, L 54— city of, the metropolis 
of Queen Matilda, 55 — execution at by mis- 
take, Ix. 304 — (Robert of) extracts from 
Metrical History by, 127 —(Humphrey) 
Duke of. fatal struggle by, L 288-9<i '— 
enmity with Beaufort, 293 — death of, 294 — 
(William) l)uke of, legal preferment luiex- 
pectedly obtained by, ili. 153 — remark by 
on Anne Hyde,iv. «(►— (Wm. Henry) reply 
of Lord Eldon to, be. 370 — ^marriage, 374. 

Glyn, Seijeant, Chief Justice under Crom- 
well, iii. 367— take» the oaths to Charles. 
V. 15— popular indignation towards, ib. 

Godfrey, Chief Justiciar, trial belore, on IV- 
nenden Heath, L 38— Bishop of Constam e. 
Grand Justiciar, 12. « 

Godfrey, Bishop of Bath, — Chancellor to 
Henry I^L 5L. 

Godolphin, Addison employed by to celebrate 
the victories of Marlborough, v. 149 — well- 
known nick-name of, 170 — looliah pique 
at reflections of Sacheverell, 171— deserts to 
the Whigs, 212m 

Godwyn, Bishop, praise by on the conduct of 
Wolsi'y as a Judge, L 397. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, anecdote of, vi! SlL 

Gtfudomar, close correspondence of with 
I/jrd Bacon, Iii. 131— Intimacy with I»rd 
Bacon, 141. 

Goodrich, Thomas, parentage, li. 160 — Bishop 
of Ely, Lord Chancellor, 161— prepares 
the document for altering the succession 
to the Uirojie, 164 — sup[M>rt^ and deserts 
Lady Jane Grey, 168— death, 169. 

Gordon, Sir William, case of n;specting a 
Scotch Barony, vi, 207— seat in Parliament 
vacated by for Krskine, viii. 2fi2, 

Gordon, Lord George, character, viii, 257— 
riou caubed by, 41 — trial, 2i^ — famous 
speech of Erskine for, 260— acquittal, 260 — 
narrow escape, 19— fatal blow to construc- 
tive treason, 26L 305— debates ou riots, 

vii. m 

Gorges, Sir Ferdinando. a participator in the 

rebellion of Essex, ii. .T29. 
Gorhambary, visit of Queen Elizabeth to, li 

230— lavish expenditure of Lord Bacon oa, 

iiu 9a, 
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6o«ii)«ld, SoUcitor-UenerAl to Edward VLi 
'.i. 

Uould, Justice, decision in favour of gleaning, 
viii. 61 -conduct in criminal oisis, 55 — 
anecdoteji of, ix. 164 — fetblem-ss a» u Judge, 
vlii. 3ik 

Grafton, Duke of. Diary, vi, aio, 345— letters 
of l/>rd Norlhington to, 343, 116 — accuunl 
by of the deUate on the Indemnity Bill, 
384— IMme Minister, 386— exiracu from 
MS. Journal kept by, vii. 2 — resigns, 6 — 
ii^Justice of American war urged by, 7 — 
letters to frcm l>ord Camden, 8— motion re- 
specting American war, 9 — letter to, de- 
scribiug death of Lord Chatham, II— joins 
the Shelbume ministry, 'i3 — resigns, 25 
— statement restiecting Cbarleii Yorke, i£(5 
— silenced by Thurlow, 206 — mi^itresis, 31i 
— extracts from Journal of, vi. 372— Chan- 
celliir of Cambridge, avows Unitarian 
doctrineti, ix. 300. 

Graham, Baron, incompetency as a Judge, vi. 
122; vii. 128. 129 ; lx.l54. 

Graham. Sir James, liberties used by at 
Pb&t Office, viii. 59— retires from the Grey 
Ministry, x. i-s9. 

Graham r. Johnstone, important decision in, 

viii. i2Ju 

Grammar Schools, questionable decisions of 
Lord KIdon rettpei-tlng, x. 25i. 

Grammont, Memoirf s de. respecting the mar- 
riage of Duke of York, iv. jlL 

Grung<>, mansion built by Inigo Joues for Sir 
K. Jcnkinsou, Bt,, v. 305. 

Granger, character of Lord Keeper Wright 
by, V. 2LL 1 

Grant, Mrs., of Loggan, talents and writings, 

ix. fix 

Grant. Sir William, serves a* a volunteer 
in Canada, iii. 299 — Proleg»mena of Lord 
Nottingham praised by, Iv. 249 — anecdotes 
of, vi. 326 — eminence as Master of xiit 
Bolls, vii. 196; viii. 123; x. 2.^15 — some 
decisions reversed, 247— Judgments written 
and recited, 238— refuses a peerage, 277— 
resii^is, Ix. 378. 

Gratitley, Lord, Speaker of House of Com- 
mons, supports the Rockingham Whigs, 
vii. 18— created a peer, 19 — claim to be 
Chief Justice refused by Lord North, viii. 
39.— *?« Norton. 

Grants of land, a mode of remunerating 
Chancellors down to the thne of Lord 
Somers, L 21. 

Gratian, a celebrated tutor at the famotu 
University of liologna. L 5ii. 

Gravesend, the Dutch fleet at, iv. loi^ 102. 

Gray, Walter de, Chancellor by purrha.se from 
King John, L i 09 —refuses to affix Great 
Seal to the ignominious charter making the 
Kitig feudat4)ry to the I'ope, 110 — barters 
bisoffice forChurch preferment, 111— bribes 
the Poj)e. ib. 

Gray, poetical allusions to Sir 0. Hatton, 11. 
295— quotations from. v. 3» 13SL 

Great Seal, form of adopting a new, i, 23— 
myrtterious efficacy of amongnt, Kniillsh 
lawyers, iiL 321— lost after battle of Wor- 



cester. 397— fished out of Thames, iv. 4LS 
— to be used tmder r^^tioos, vi. 103 — 
stolen, vii. 22L 

Greeks, polygamy nerer sanctioned by, t 
ai5 — pau»i)blet in favour of by Lord Ent 
kine, ix. iL 

Green. Serjeant, pitiful conduct of, iii. 404. 

Green, Sir Hugh, Justice of King's Bench, 
questions parliament respecting the statute 
of Jeofails. L 2^ 

Greenwich Hospital, subscriptions towards 
the erection of, v. 197 — abuses of exposed, 
vii. 14 — famous case of, vilL 244 — Palace, 
court held in, ii. 36. 

Gregorian computation of time adopted in 
the reformation of the calendar, vi. 2^ 

Gregory, Sir William, restored to the Bench 
in 16tiH, iv. 423. 

Grencheld, William de. Chancellor, L 160 — 
letter to the Pope, 161— consecrated arch* 
bishop at Rome, 162. 

Grenville, George, made Prime Minister, vL 
287 — rash conduct as a minister, 327 — 
rules and lectures the King, 323 — torned 
out, 329 — offence given to by Lord Cam- 
den, 374— letter to Lord Clive, vii. 391— 
death, viii. i 

Greuville Act, fame of author preserved by, 
L 39— passed, vi. 434 ; viii. 9— debated, 
vll. 183, 398 — popularity and abuses, 33tt 
— made perpetual, vill. ifl. 

Grenville, Right Hon. T., anecdotes of coo- 
temporaries by, vii. 173, 2iL 

Grenville, Lord, Speaker, vii. 255— created a 
peer, 2hl — subsidies to foreign states op- 
posed by. vill. 135— war witb France urged, 
151— confidence of Mr. Pitt in, 147— Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs, 176— Libel BUI 
supported by, ix. 189 — Chancellor of Oxford, 
300 — attempt to form a ministry, 342. 

Grey de Werke, Lord, appointed a fourth 
Lord Commissioner of Great Seal, iii. 328* 

Grey, Earl, opposes the ministry of Mr. Can- 
ning, vi. 333; X. lul— parliamentary reform 
prop«r«8ed by, viii. 293. 332— unskilful pro- 
ceedings in 1812. ix. 349— accuses Lord 
Kldon, 310-19— Speech on Reform Bill, x. 
171— resignation tendered, 113. 

Grey, Lady Jane, scheme for bringing In 
sanctioned by Cecil, it 215. 

Grievances, committee to redress, report of, 
V. aa. 

Griffin, Solicitor-General, unfeeling conduct 
towards Ann Ascne, il. 12Q — Attoniey- 
General to Edward VI., dbmissed, Ifii 

Grimstone, Sir H^, Master of the Rolls, orders 
of L^rd Clarendon prepared by, iv. tl — re- 
ports by, 177. 

Grocyn, Dr., Greek literature introduced 
into Oxford by, ii. 4— an excellent cunning 
man, fi. 

Grope, Mr. Justice, anecdote of, viii. 380 — 

I^tin couplet on, ix. 85. 
Grosvenor family, controversy with L« 

Scrope respecting armorial bearings, i. 241. 
Grotius, opinion by on letters of reprisal, L 

182. 

Gnardian and ward, law oL vL 2<> 
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Guildhall, George reception at oa Lord 
Mayur'a day, v. aifi. 

Guilford, Lord, parentage, iv. 280— educa> 
tlon, 281— conduct ai* a student at law, 
a«2— early career of, 2S3- patronized by 
Attorney-General Falmt-r, 285— travels 
Norfolk'circuif, 286— Chief Justice of Ely, 
i&. — conduct as counts 1, 2!S8 — In case of Ix)nl 
HoUis, 291— Solicitor-General, 292— reader 
at Ididdle Temple, 293— marriage and 
neighlwurly conduct of, 294— elected for 
Lynn, 296 — professional success, mode of 
learuing his caws, 297— Chief Justice of 
Common Pleas, 298 — dexterous use of the 
writ of capias by, 299— rides the Wcfilern 
Circuit, 300— conduct on the trials about 
the Popish Plot, 301— decision against 

. cofTee-houses. 302— advice respecting pe- 
titioners, 303 — articles of impeachment 
against, 304 — coivluct on trial of Colle^re, 
305— plan for making courtly sheriffs. 301 
— and Liord Mayor, 309 — lx»rd Keeper, m 
—law reforms by, 314— conduct as Equity 
Judge, 316— created a Peer, 319— insulted 
by Jeffreys, 323 — reappointed by James. 
326 — decree Insultingly reverse<l, 329 — 
mortification, 330— last illness, 331 — deallj, 
332— character, 333 — descendants, 337. 

Gulliver's Travels, political events ridiculed 
in, vi. 177. 

Gnnnersbury House, celebrated occupants of, 
V. aL 

Gunpowder Plot discovered, ii. 351. 
Gumey, Baron, early career of, iv. 343 — 

O'Connor and others detcndfd by, Ix. 2Q&^ 
Gumey, Mr., anealute respecting, iv. 343. 
Gwin. Nell, Protestant cause supported by, 

iv. 315.. 



H. 

Habeas Corpus Act, anecdote respecting 
passing of, iv. 203. 278— amended, vi. 278 
—suspended, viiL 139^ 306; ix. 47^ 201— 
obtainable in term and vacation. 1712. 

Habit£, domestic, of the Jilnglish in sijcteenth 
centtuy, ii. 149. 

Hackett, Ilishop, friend and biographer of 
Lt)rd Keeper Williams, iii. lia et seq. — 
description of the death bed of James L 
by, 178 — contradictions of I^ord Cla- 
rendon by, 192— Scrinia Reserata, a. work 
of rare quotations and quaint illustrations, 
205. 

Haddintrton, E^rl o^ description of the 
trial of Duchess of Kingston by, vili. 30. 

Hadfield. trial of, viii. 346- speech in defence 
of, 348 — longevity and latter days, 252. 

Hague Letter, famous, declared libellous, vi. 
lit 

Hale, L<»rd, extracts from Pleas of Crown by, 
L 20^ 23- lis unpolished style, 142- on the 
origin of appeals from the Court of Chan- 
cery, ill. 113 -head of a cominisidon lor 
reforming the law. 1652, 357— proposes a 
conditional resioraiion ot Charles 1L, 396; iv. 
6&— made Chief fiarun, 78- Magna Charu 



upheld by. 218— censures mis-statements 
of facts or law by cotm.sel, 280— Chief Jus* 
tice of Common Pieas, 292— legal sayings 
of, V. 9L 

Hales, John, pamphlet on succession to the 
throne published in name of, ii. 225. 

Hale, Sir Christopher, Attorney-General, 
forbearing conduct on trial of Sir T. More, 
U. b^&l. 

Hales, Sir James, Judge of Common Pleas, 
opposes the succe«sion of Liidy Jane Grey, 
ii. 166— and the Papist counter*revolntion, 
186- conversation of GardyiK-r with. 187 
— undeserved treatment of, 188— suicide, 

1&9. 

Halifax, Earl of, proceedings against, iv. 212 
—bill for regulating the succession framed 
by, 215. 

Hall. Hun, good humoured reply of Lord 
Eldon to, X. 23&M. 

Hallum, Henrj', on the I^ws of Oleron, L IM 
—on the foundation of the common law, 
113— on ths date of Anne Boleyn's mar- 
riage, ii. 67 -on the validity of Heury 
VllL's will, 125— omissions in notices of 
fx.rd Bacon, Hi. 141— on the juribdiciion of 
Houae of Lords to try a commoner for bis 
life, iv. 218— on the trial of Lord Oxford, 
v. 311— on the Septennial Act, 313. 

Hallidown-hill, famous battle of, L 193. 

Halstead. a battlemented castle of Chan- 
cellor Bourchier, L 21L 

Hamilton, Comte A., description of Duchess 
of York by, iv. 19^ 

Hamilton, I>uko of, death in a duel, v. 99. 

Hamilton, W. de. I»ean of York, Chancellor, 
L 155. 162— sanctions the mock trial and 
murder of Wallace. 163— death, 164. 

Hammersmith, dispute about the church 
bells at, vi. 2L 

Hampden, John, resistance by. to tl>e assess- 
ment of ship-money, iii. 233— committed 
to prison, 285— encouraged by Whitelock, 
33L 

Hampton 0»urt, French ambassadors entei^ 
tained at by Wolsey, i, 409. * 

Hunniper Office, origin and ol^ect, L fi. 

Hanover, King of, promotes a change of 
ministry in 1807, ix. 9— attack on by lMn\ 
Erskine, 16 — talents and energy, 273 — 
unbounded influetice over George III., 274 
—zealous friend of Tory party, 280— visits 
Encombe, 289 ; x. 164— letter of remoif 
strance on the liegencv debate, ix. 307 — 
advice on death of Mr. Perceval, 345, 348. 

Hanoverian troops, debate against the em- 
ployment of, vi. 230 — candid avowal on 
reaching London, 80. 

Harcourt, G. S., Esq., ancestry of, v. 410. 

Harconrt, l/ord, impeaches Lord Somers by 
order of the House ot Commons, v. 13&— r 
lineage, 353 - education at Oxford and 
Inner Temple, 354— returned U) p.^rli.H- 
ment, resists the suspension ot Ha- 
beas Corpus Act, 356— opposes attainder 
of Fenwick, 367— conducts impeachment 
of Somers, 359— Solicitor-General, 360— 
Attorney-General, 361— prosecutes l)e Foe 
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.j62»j. an<i Tulchin, 365— advice on tlie 
Ayli'sbury C4i9i*, ;{66 — reaigns otflce, 367 — 
oi)itii-sel fur Sicheverell, 369— triiimphmit 
rt-t'lecllou, 371— mudu Wmi Ke«'pt'r. 372— 
present to fmrn Sacheverell, 374 — pure 
coiuiuct as Judge, 375 — offence given by to 
Vernon, 376 -thanks by to I^onl I'eter- 
boruup:li, 377 —address to I>»rd Oxfonl. 31a 
— crutttcd )i I'eer. 379— po^ nis «n pmise of, 
3«l— iniimncy with Swift, 383— viows an 
to the iKTfditary i^uccesjiion to tho Crown, 
3H5— publications secretly sanctiom^d by, 
Iliil -confidence reposed in l>y the Ja- 
cobiU's, 3XS — memorable inti»rview wiili 
iiaron Scliutz, 3»9 — tieaU writ of suui- 
nions to George 1^ 391— bewildered by 
tlio sudden death of Queen Anne, 393 — 
sweur-s allegiance to Georgu L, 394— de- 
prived of Gn-at Seal, 395 — retirement from 
politics, lilifi -literary occupations, 397 — 
defrats iuipeachtneut of Oxford, 399— inti- 
macy with Walpole, -too— Joins the Whigs, 
401 — Conduct on banisbnifnt of Atterbury 
and recall of Bolingbroke, iII2 death, 
— character by various contimporaries, 
404-9— descendants, 41U. 

Kardy, Thomas, memorable trial of, viii. 307- 
18; ix 195. 

Hardwicke, h^rl of, parentage and education, 
vi. 159 — tirticled to an aitorney. 160 — in- 
troduced to Lord Macclestield, 161 — writes 
a paper in the Spectator, 163 called to 
bar, 164— travels Western Circuit, J65— 
success, Ififi -marriage, 167— practises in 
Court of Chanwry. 169— Sol!citor-<ieneral, 
111— prosecutes l^iyer, 112— Attomey- 
tJeneral, 175 attacked in the Craftsnnm, 
176— prosecutes A'lerbury, HI — d.-votes 
himself to the Duke of Newcastle, 179— 
conduct in parliament. 181— Chief Justice 
of Enghind with a peerage. 183 — KU]>ports 
a standing army. 185 — lAtrd Chancellor, 
laft -ungenerous treatment of Thomson 
the poet, 191 — knowk-dge of Roman Civil 
Law, 193 — demeanour as Judge. 195— judg- 
ments, 197. 2Qi -eminent Judg''8 selected 
by, 209— reprimand by, to Frederick, Prince 
nf Wales, 211 —speeches, 214. 'i'il -- ilefonds 
Sir R. Walp<»lf', ija -Chanci'llor under new 
administration, 227— opposes bills against 
Walpolo, 229— defends the employment of 
the Hanoverian troops, 231 — Diary of, 233. 
— (tinditct in rebellion of 1745 — pre- 
sides at trials of rebel (jfirds, 242— scan- 
dalous treatment of Charles RadcliRe. 2il 
— abolishes heritable jurisdictions in S -ot- 
land, 249— urges obnoxious Coercion Bill, 
253 Mutiny Bill, 256— Regency Hill, 257 
-Forfeited Ks tales Bill, 2aa famous Jew 
Bill, and Marri.ige Bill, 2«i»— High Steward 
of Cambridge University, 2fi3 created an 
Earl, 2M spe' ch ajtainst the Militia Bill, 
267— resiens. 270- judicial argument in the 
case of Byiig's Court- Martial, 213 —a mem- 
ber of Mr. I'lit's Cabinet, 211 in retire- 
ment, 280— prepares Royal Speech on ac- 
cessiion r.f George HI.. 2'si— in opp<rsltion 
to Lord Bute, 283— speech against the peace 



with France, 285 — against the Cider Bill, 
2HI— preposterous vanity, 290— opitdon on 
Wilkes's case. 294— last illness, death, 25ft 
—character, 297. 302— descendants, 303— 
errors acknowledg«'d by, x. 212. 

Hardwicke, (second) r^rl of, account of 
Ch.'irles Yorkes eticapc, vii. 76 -and ap- 
(lointment as Solicitor-4>enenil, 79 — aiul 
last Illness and death, 1M> ilil- 

Hanlwicke, (tJiird) Karl of, splenilld and cor- 
rect edition of Athenian letters by, vii. 

Hare and Mann. Rex r., argument of Lord 
Hardwicke in the case of, vl. LfiiL 

Hare, Sir N., Master of the Rolls, n.^nn 

Harefield, seat of I^jrd Kllosmere, construct- 
ed by Chiel Jnstic-e .Anderson, ii. 321, 

Hargrave, Mr., K.C., ]mw Tracts, Lll — on 
the legal treatises of Chancellor Notting- 
ham, iv. 249— i>ancg>'ric on Chancellor C. 
Yorke, vii. 116— leaniing, 195. 200— indus- 
try, ultimate InilRtiliiy, 189~argumenta, 
viii. 127 — pectmiarj' embarrassments 217. 

Harley, liolx-rt.— .S"c« Oxford. 

Harold, aspirations of, to found a new Saxou 
dynasty, i. il. 

Harrison, General, trial of, iii. 212. 

Hart, Sir A., L<ird Chancellor of Ireland, Xm 
104. 

Harvest, failure of. In summer of 1766, vl. 
3;t9. 

Harwich, writ to burgesses of, for pa3Tnent of 
wages due to a representative, iv. 270. 

Hastitius. Itichard de. Gran<l Prior of tlie 
Templars, induces h, Becket to sw ear obe- 
dience to the Consiituiiuns of Clarendon, 
L U. 

Hastings, "Warren, impeachment of, vii. 239. 
211 ; viii. 81, 289 ; Ia. Is9— speech of Krs- 
klne for, 292— of Lord Kldoii, ix. 174 — 
mysterious abandonment of. by Mr. Pitt, 
175— anxiety of l^ord Thurlow fi»r, vii. 2fil ; 
viii. 108 ; ix. 174— of George HI. for, vii. 
239 — Peerage promised to, 241 — acquittal, 
275 ; viii. lilL 

Hatherton, lx)rd. ancestry of. ill. 274 — inter- 
esting historical documents possessed by, 

2aiL 

Hatscl. Baron, a well-meaning, though weak 
Judge, v. 233 — charge to Jury in .Spencer 
Cowper's case, 235^ 

Hat ton, I.ady, biography of, ii. 2S5— capricioua 
temper of, iii. 26 — irregular marriage, 27 — 
conceals her daughter from lier husband, 
87— asaenta to the marriage with Sir Jolia 
Villier.s 2iL 

Hatton, Lord, amusing proposal by, for tba 
marriage of Charles IT, iv. fii 

Hat ton. Sir Christopher, parentage and ednca* 
lion, il, 257— fashionable pursuits, 258— 
captivates tho Queen, 2Ita— envy exhibited 
towards, 260 — Speaker, 261 — deep desptjn- 
dency, 262— letters to the Queen. 263, 211 
—visits .Spa, 265— Vice-Chamberlaiij, 2t>8 
- lufluence with the Queen. 272— zeal 
against the Queen of Scoti*. 274— conduct 
on trials of BabingU)n, Saviige, and othcr^ 
275— ou the trial of Queen of Soots. ZTf 
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<— activity in pronioiing ihe execution, 2Z& 
— Chancpllor, 279— consternation at the ap- 
poininient, 'iso— ret eptluii in Courts 281 — 
•tlends the Qu>>en ut l'ilbury,2t)3 — address 
to Parlianieni on the threatened invasion, 
2S4— a Knight of the tiarlcr, 285— slighted 
for youtiger men, 236— debt denmnd<»d from 
by the Qneen, ial— illness, death, character, 
2h8— judicial deci^iotis, 289— passion for 
dancing. 291- liaiiMn with the (jueen. ^92 

— collared by Klizabetb, 293 — style of 
living, 294— collateral relations, 22^ 

Hawkesbury, Ix>rd. — See Liverpool. 
Hawlvins's Pleas of Crown, inelegant Blylo of, 
L Lii. 

Haules, Sir J., Solicitor-General, incron- 

petcucy as an advocate, v. 2112. 
Hayley, the poet, patronized by Lord Thur- 

low, vii. .ins. 
Haynes, Col., executed, vii. 210. 
Hayward. Annals of C^ieeu hllizabetb, ii. 211 

—character of Sir \. Hucon, 
Haywood Furist, near Ludlow, Lady A. 

Kgerton benighted in, ii. 384. 
Hazelrig, Sir A., a pupil of Pym, prefers bill 

of attainder against Lord Strafford, iii. 

304. 

Hearth tax, oppressive nature of, Iv. 241 
Heath, Mr. Justice, rclusal to bo knighted, 
iii. 279 — remark on the disconU'iU of 
ex-Chancellors, 343 — sevtrity towards 
criminals, viii. 55 — aneaiutes of, 335. 341, 
353. 

Heath, Nicholas. Bishop of Worcester, educa- 
tion, ii. 2ul — Ijord t hancellor, opposes the 
Reformation, 202 — Archbishop of York, 
203 — act passed by to control printing of 
books and ballads, 20 i — resigns oflice, 2111 

— conduct ill retirement, 2113 — speech 
against the Reformation. 209— death, 211. 

Heath, Sir Chief Jtisiice of Common Pleas, 
removed from oflfJc-e, iii. 229. 2iX 

Heatbcote, Sir William, extracts from Diary 
of, vi. ax 

Heele, Serjeant, character and mal-practiccs 
of, ii. 333 — speech in favour of a subsidy by, 
335. 

Heneage, Sir Thomas. letter to from Sir C. 

HattoD, ii. 271— conveys presents to the 

Queen, 2Ii 
Hene^bam, Sir R. de, fined for altering a record, 

Henley, Orator, family of, vi. 3fll» 

Henli;y, Anthony, accoinplishmeotd - literary 
asiiociates— contributions to the 'Taller' — 
M.P. for Weymouth, vi. 306— descendant*, 

Henley, Lord, Judgments of iMrd Northing- 
ton edited by, vi. 318— Master in Chancery, 
X. 2Iit 

Henley, Sir Robert.— .9ee Northington. 

Ueniey, Sir R., Master of K. D.,Graiige Man- 
sion erected by, vi. 305. 

Henrietta iVIaria, influenced by lovo of pre- 
sent ease rather tiiiu by principle, iii. [96 
— poverty during the Couuuoii wealth, iv. 
60— enmity towards Lord Chirendon, 52— 
iotrigues against Clarendon, 69— indigna- 



tion on the marriage of the Dnke of York, 

Henry of Gssex, the King's Constable, bravery 
of In the French wars, L fiL 

Henry of fisa, legate, encourages k Bedcet 
to accept the primacy, L TO. 

Henry 1 , usurps the throne on the death of 
William Rufus, L 39-restoreR William 
GifTord as Chancellor, 47— resides for years 
together in Normandy, 49— obscurity re- 
8|iecting the Chancellors appointed by, 51 — 
sells the office, 62— a great warrior and 
accomplished scholar, 53 — admirable laws 
of restored through k Becket, 5fi. 

Henry 11^ assizes held In the reign of, L 5 — 
accession of, 66 — peaceful coronation, 69 — 
places his son as pupil with k Becket, 63 — 
cx»mpelled to raise the siege of Toulouse, 
6« — rupture with k IVcket, 72— causes 
a Becket to be prosecuted, 76 — payment of 
Peter s Pence suspended by. 78— persecution 
of the religious orders by, 79— breach of 
faith to k ikxrkft, 82— revengeful expres- 
sion towards a Becket, 84 — remorse and 
humiliation on k Ik'cket's death, 86 — 
violates the treaty of Kereitville, 90— death- 
bed, 94 — burial, 95— emolnmcnts of the 
Chancellors in the reign of, 133 — vigorous 
administration of, i-ti . 

Henry 111., powers of the Chancellors in the 
reigp of, L 14 — does homage to Ihe Pope as 
liege loni. Ill— goes into Gascony, 117 — 
frivolous incidents in the reign of, 121 — 
death, 141— marriage to t^tieen Kle^nor, ib. 

Henry IV., banishment, L 261— master of the 
kingdom, 262— ascen<ls the throne, 265 — 
last illness, 276 — attempt lo introduce the 
Salic IjAW. 212. 

Henry V., accession, L 277— Falstaff and his 
set repudiated, 278— claims the crown of 
France, 279— early death. 284-5— crown 
pawned by, 2a2. 

Henry VJ., disregard of official forms during 
the reign of, L 21 — incomes of Judges. 
143 — hiton founded by, 301— curious letter 
to the Pope, 313— important statutes, 22k 
— death, 333— subpoenas issued, iii. IM. 

Henry Vll. crowned, L 335 — Wolsey chaplain 
to, 381 — supplies refns4*d to by the House 
of Commons, ii. 10— enmity to Sir T. More, 
IL— Lifeol.by!Liinl Ikicon.iii. 121— attempt 
by Richard IIL to secure person of, 3iL 

Henry Vill., reign of, a disgraceful period of 
English annals, Lll - orders a quo war- 
rujito for uvmintiny k Becket, 87 — aver- 
sion to Queen Katherine, 100 orders the 
committal ahd sanctions tiie execution of 
Cromwell, 101— impatience for ilie execu- 
tion of Catherine Howard, 107 — imposes a 
sututable disclosure by spinsters, 108— 
marries Catherine Par, ib. — order as to 
sucoossion to the crown, 109 — proceedings 
respecting the will of. 12a - reasons f<»r 
marriage with Catherine of Arragon, 366. 
369— accession, 384 — yonthful iasies and 
habits. 385 — partiality for Wolsey, 38«— 
verses on accession of, by Sir '1'. More, U. 
11— More's ability praised, 13— character 
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31— infloeoce of Anne IfcJejni »iih, 23— 
r««Ues at Wor<lMtock, 26— viulent and 
reckleac rharsL-ter. 'Jll — treatine agaiiisi 
Latber, M — rentarkonSir T. Flore's deaib, 
%6 ■ - roaanioa aMigtMrd fur a divurce frutn 
<^n«en Catberine. «2 — bniul remark on 
braring that a cirdinars bat had been tent 
Ut IU§liop hUber, HH -revetitieii of monaste* 
rie» granted lo, 89— d«-»potic cunduct, 103 — 
frijftiilul wHverily, 10-t— d»;?ii«t to Anne of 
'Jleveg — pride and pei-vibljoess, lis— bu- 
mane behaviour reapecting tbe IJeutenant 
of tbe Tower, 1 2U— articles of impeacb- 
ment ordered against Catberioe I'ar, 131 — 
reconciled by her iitgeitious omduct, 132 — 
inunenael}' citrpulent, 124— direct* prose- 
cution of Not folic and Surrey, 124 -dead) 
of, 126 — a favourite with the pf«iple, 1*3— 
fantastical ireaftous of, repealed. 169 — per- 
iwin* executed during reign of. 340. 

Henry, I'rince of Walea, niyaterioiift death of, 
Si 355^ iii. liL 

Hensey, Dr.. tried and convicted, vi. ^ ; 
vii. JLL 

Hen«ol C.istle. eatate of T»rd Chancellor 
Tttllwt.vi. 136— and of Judge Jenlcina, 15L 

Hentzer, Taul, i'raveU in England by, tem- 
pore Klizabctb, V. 21fi. 

Hepurchy, the Btates of, consolidated by ad- 
vice of St. Switbln, L 30* 

Herbert, Ilishop of Norwich, Cbanoellor to 
Henry L L iL> 

Herbert. Cblef-Juatice, reiDOved by Jeffreys, 
iv. 422. 

Herbert, Sir Edward, ancestry, iii. 397— aids 
the ship-money levies, 39» — Solicitor and 
Altoniey-Oencral, 399— conduct in Lord 
KiniUilton's ca»o, 4W— impeache<l, 401 — 
dastardly conduct of counsel assigned to, 

403 — convicted, liberated, Joins the King, 

404— with Charles 11. in Holland, 405 — 
made lx)nl Keeper, enmity with Clarendon, 
407— diMnissed. 408— dies in I'aris, 409. 

Hereditary bonoun, enervating effect of, iii. 
312. 

Hereford, Bishop of (Croft), odvisas the 
flight of Lord Clarendon, iv. 115— promise 
by, 119— see of— arms changed in memory 
of Chancellor Oantilupe, L 138 election in- 
cidents in county of. ix. 167. 172. 

Heretiy made treason by Chancellor Audley, 
II. 39- 

Heretics, sham Act against, on Statute 
Book, L 241. 

Herman, Chancellor, Bishop of Sherborne, L 
41— removes the see to Old Sanini, 12* 

Heron, sori-ln-law of Sir Thomas More, de- 
cree against, by the Chancell<ir. ii. a=L 

Herring. Archbishop, correspondence with 
I/jrd Hardwicke. vl. 264. 

Herring ftjhery at Yarmouth, statute to re- 
gulate, temp. FMward III., L 112iL 

Hertford, F^irl of, l*rotector during minority 
of Kdward VL, li. 129 — Dnite of Somerset, 
1 :{f>. — ">>r Somerset. 

Hervey, Lord, disgusting details in the Me- 
moirs of, Tl, 113 — lampooned by I'ope. 
219. 



Hervey, itn.. mistress of Lord Tharlov, a 

heTvine of tbe Itolliad, viL 314. 
He- w ley. Lady, cbaritivs of. X. 67, 263, 
Hey wood. Seijeani, anecdote of. when Chief 

Justice of South Wales, vi. 120. 
Heywood's Life by Houter, extracts frcm, 

vi. 2. 

Hide, Laurence, bill for suppressing monopo- 
lies introduced by, iii. il. 

High Commission Court, illegal revival of 
under James 11., iv. 394. 

Highland chieftaina, acta of vengeance com- 
mitted by, vi. 248. 

Hifi^landers, statute for forcing the nse of 
breedies l^-, vi, 253. 

Highway-men, ingenious capturv of in 1700, 
V. 352. 

Hilary. Bi.^hop of Chicliester, abusive attack 

by, on a Becket, L U, 
Hill, (ieorge, IVincipal, clasa-felk)W of Lord 

Kr»kiue, and tutor of Lord Campbell, viii. 

225. 

ilinton, Rev. J., improbable account related 
by, as to tbe death of Sarali Stout, v. '^AiL 

Hi>iory, objects and requirements of ; by 
vid Hume. L 120-by Sir J. Mackintosh, 
3x7 — by Lord Brougham, ix. 67— motives 
ought not to be aM>iuned in. \i. 269— 
ignorance of, in tbe 17th century, iii. •262. 

Hi!>trioma>tix, setitence on Pryntie for the 
publication of, iii. 227 — libelloui* attack in 
cm tbe (^een, 25L 

Hobart, Sir made Attorney-General, iii. 
63— character, 56^ 60— made Chief Justice 
of the Common I'leas, 

Holbein, portraits of Sir T. More and family, 
at Basle, L 45. 75j ii. 6*^— inirodui-ed to 
Henry Vill., L 74— over flattering portrait 
of Aime of Cleves, ii. lOi, 176, 

Holcot, a Dominican friar, amanuensis of 
Bishop l)e Bury, L 199, dl. 

Holland, 1>ord, hereditary aversion to a sta- 
tu txible regulation of marriage, vi. 263 — on 
qualificatioiis required in a Spealjer of 
House of Commons, vll. 261 — enrrgy 
and talent, 142— accurate mimicry of Ixird 
Thurluw, 318 — genius und social quali- 
ties, ix. 42. 

Holland, object of war with, under Charles 
1 1 . iv. liiL 

Holland House erected, Ii. 169 — intfll»»cttml 
Bocieiy at, during nianyyt arB, ib. — interi««r 
describt d, x. 2li3. 

Holiingshed's Chronicle, extracts from, L A£. 

Holt, Lord, Chiet .1 usiice, description of liord 
Keeper Bridgman. iv. HI — refuses Great 
Seal. v. 130— decision in the famous Ayles- 
bury case, 153, 155— political views, vi. 7^ 
death, a — judgment in the lianbury 
I'eersge case, ix. 

Home, Uev. J., tragedy of Douglas, vii. 355 
— forceil retirement from -ministry, 356 — 
lines on Claret, 358 — popular feeling 
against tragedy of Ulvine by, iuj. 

Hooker, epitaph on, by Sir VV. Cowper, v. 
219. 

Hope. Sir Thomas, distinguished desceodanU 
of. ix. 6fi, 
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Hope, Tx>rd Justice Clerk, anecdotes of LotxI 
Loughborough, vii. 341 ; viil. 30^ 41— lii- 
tei'esiiug fact respecting battle of Cupen- 
bagen. ix, 2Ma 

Hope, Mr. Henry, important information re- 
tfpecting the Danish fleet, i\. 286. 

Hops introduced into England, L 64. 

Horace on the mature age of man, 11. 82 — 
quotations from, L M> 

Home Tooke, Rev. J., trials, vil, 183, 191 ; 
vlii. I47j '297. 319-24 ; ix. 197— intimacy 
with Lord Thurlow, vii. 193 — returned for 
Old Sarum,2«)4 ; ix. 230 — facetious conduct 
towards his counsel, viii. 312. 321 — etymo- 
logies, vii. 192— proaeciuion of justified, ix. 
12iL 

Home. SirW., Attorney-General, communi- 
cation from, viii. IM. 

Horses, extraordinary journeys formerly per- 
formed with, iiL 25iiL 

Horsley, Bishop, promoted by Lord Thurlow, 
Tii. 295 —habit of profane swearing, 321 — 
on the talents of Lord Thurlow. 22h. 

Hospitium, or inn, for the lodging of the 
Chancery officials, L 

Hotham, John de. Bishop of Ely, Chancellor, 
L 174— resigns office, 1Y5— Sir John, dis- 
loyalty of, iii. \9C - illegiil imprisonment of, 
259 — Sir B., Baron of lixchtqucr, a Com- 
missioner'of Great Seal, viL 223 ; incom- 
petency as a Judge, viii. £9^ 

Houghton, A. de, Bishop of St. David's, Chan- 
cellor, L 235 — embassy to France, ib. — re- 
appointed by Richard, ii. 239— speech to 
the Parliament, resigns, 240. 

Hours of meeting for Parliament and Law 
Courts in 16th century, ii. 197— in 17th, 
iv. 296— in 18th, vL Ififix 

Hoveden's History, extracts f^om, L ISO. 
et seq. < 

Howard, Queen Catherine, unfortunate mar- 
riage, ii. 103 — accusation of incontinence 
explained, 104— bill of attainder, 106— 
executed, 107— death a blow to Roman Ca- 
tbolicA, 115— urged by Reformers, 12L 

Howard £. Duke of Norfolk, litigation re- 
specting, iv. a22^ 

Howel, Sir John, outrageous behaviour of, iv. 

Howell, Mr., communications from Lord Ers- 
kine, viii 298. aai ; ix. 18. 

Hubert, Walter, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Chancellor, L IM— Vice-ChancellorB ap- 
pointed by, 108— death uf, ina. 

Hudibras, satire in on Ixjrd Shaftesbury, iv. 
231— on the ruinous results of law-suits, 
279 — quotations from, vi. 208. 

Hughes, the poet, eulogistic preamble by to 
Lord Cowpefs patent of Earl, v. 325— 
complimentary verses by on I^rd Cowper, 
327 — successful performance of tragedy by, 
tb.— chiiractcr of Lord Cowper by, 349— 
verses by in praise of Lord MacclcsQeld, 

Ti. Sfiu. 

Uiune, David, remark by on the value of 
Domesday Book, L 38— errors in History 
of England by, 109 — a superficial work, de- 
fBcta In, lAh —remarks by on the conduct of 
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Sir T. More, ii. 64— conduct of Charlea L de- 
fended by in his History of England, iii. 225 
—remark by on the cruel punishment of 
l*rynne, 227 — panegjTic by on Lord Keeper 
Finch, 255— proceedings against, vii. ;i49 — 
essays by, 357— kindness to Wedderbum. 
21i2^iA2 on state of parties In 1765, 383-.- 
slow success of History by, 354 — on the 
tragedy of Douglas, aSi — on Parisian 
manners and pursuits, 389 — resigns ofiRce 
of librarian to Faculties, 370 — on the 
Douglas Cause, 389— scepticism, viii. 218. 

Hume, Joseph, insulting remarks on lx)rd 
Kldon and the Bishop of London, x. 73— 
M.P. for Middlesex, LLL 

Hume of Goldscroft, battle of Bunnockbum 
described by, L llL 

Hunter, Rev. Jriseph, extract from the 
Preface by, to the Record Commission, 
L S2. 

Hunting, liberty of. circuniBcribed by the 

Norman Kings, L 43^^ ^ 
Huntingdon, lienry of, extracts from History 

by.L 52. 

Hurd. Bishop, preacher at Lincoln's Inn, vii. 

74, aii- 

Huskisson, RL Hon. W., a Cabinet minister, 

X. aix 

Hutcbins, Sir George, Commissioner of Great 
Seal, v. 30 — a sound lawyer, 36^ 44— re* 
moved, ifl. 

Hutchinson, Colonel, long and fatal imprison- 
ment of, I v. 111. 

Hutchinson, Lieutenant-Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, memorable letters from, viii. 16— 
abilities and character, ift. 

Hutton, Mr. Justice, advice to by Ix>rd 
Bacon, ilL 135— opinion given by against 
legality of ship money, 231, 233. 

Hyde, Sir N., appointedOiief Justice of 
England, iii. 221 ; iv. 2 — encourages his 
nephew in his legal studies, 3 — Norfolk Cir- 
cuit always ridden by, 



L 

Idiots, legal arrangements for the estates oi; 
L IX 

Idleness, fatal results of, ix. 32. 
Images, worshipping of enforced, L 2iL 
Impeachment, first parliamentary, L 237— 
of Lord Bacon, iii. 110 — regulations on 
trial of, 282— Lord Somers, v. 135— pardon 
under Great Seal not pleadable in bar of, iv. 
261— of Sacheverell, 171— of Lord Maccles- 
field, vi. 31— of W. Hastings, vii. 23a ; viiL 
81. 289 ; ix. 189— of Lord Melville, viiL 
3flL 

Impey, Sir Elijah, charges of misconduct 

against, ix. 12&. 
India, bill of Fox for. debated, viii. 266; Ix. 

168— laws relating to, 9— prophetic wam- 

ing respecting the government of, 270 — 

rejf^ted, vii. 21. 227; ix. HL 
Indulgence, famous Declaration of, iv. 149. 

168. 245. 3»« ; v, 11^ 
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Infantry, number of, sent out by City of 

Lundon tn tbe rvigii of Su'plien. L 51* 
InfuntA, marriage of, once prevalfnt in Eng" 

land, vi, 2a» 
Inglis, Sir Robert, M.P., social oualitieH, x. 

122— elected for Oxford Univereiiy, 123. 
Ingoldsby, indemnity and favour shown to 

by Cbarles ILi iii. ahIL 
lngi:lphu8. History by, extracts from, L 32. 
Ii\)unciion3 in Chancery, origin of, *i. 327 — 

power of Chancery to issue and enforce by, 

li. 3££* 

Inner 'I'emple, feasts to sovereigns and dig- 
nitaries given by, iv. 21 1 —mode of electing 
bencliers at, vL ti.—SrC Temple. 

Innocent VI., Chancellor de Sudbury pa- 
tronized by, L 243. 

Inns of Court founded for education in the 
common law, L 141. 183— uses and abuses 
of, ii. 5— apparel of members regulated, 
212— described by Sbakspeare, 258 — volun- 
teer corps of in supjK>rt of Charles h, L 

' 298— masques performed at, iii. 251 — vast 
expenses incuTod by, 252— moots at, iv. 
237 — last public "reading" at, 293 — system 
of study at, v. festivitien at, 13iL 

Inqnisition established by Gardyner. ii. 195 
— Lutheran heresy suppressed by in Italy 
and Spain, 19.'^. 

Insanity allowed to excuse the commission 
of atrocious deeds to a lamentable extent, 
ix. 344, 

Institutes by Lord Cuke, extracta fk'om, L 

Instruments of music used in the reigns of 

tlie TudoTS, ii. 13. 
" Investigation, the Delicate," cirmimstances 

of, Ix. 2fiL 

Ireland, English law introduced into, L IM 
— measures to improve frustrated by in- 
curable pride and pr^udices, 151 — advice 
of Iy>rd liacon for the governni<'nt of, iii. 
137 -rebellion in, 284 ; viii. 169— bills for 
regulating the trade with, iv. 100 — act to 
prevent importation of cattle from, 110, 241 
— separate administration for, a subject 
of regret, v. 183— free trade with, estab- 
lished, vii. 31— alarming state of, viii. 3fi 
—union with, 169 — construction of Act of 
Union, vi. 251 — proceedings in parliament 
of on the Regency question, ix. IBS- 
union with debated, 218— tithes commuted 
In, X. 167— bishoprics suppressed In, 181. 

Irish, parliamentary enactments against, i 
2X3— statute of Edward IV. imposing pe- 
nalties on, :n9. 

Irving, Rev, Sir., an impressive pulpit orator, 
X 306. 

Isjibella, Queen, profligate conduct of, L 172, 

176. 178. 179— punishment of, ini. 
Issues of fact in the Cbaijcery Courts from 

tbe reign of Hirh.^ni II.. L 
Italian langun;;e well ^niown in England 

during the rei^ni of Elizuheth, v. 63. 
Ivy's, Lady, case, mast«>rly sketch of by 

.Tudse .leffreys, Iv, 417. 
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James L appoints a bishop to be Lord Keep 
.er, L to — described by Lord Bacon, ii« 47 — 
KnigbthrK)d made a source of protit by, 
— punishment of torture applied by order 
of. 65 -anecdote respecting his sitting as 
Judge, I3i — aversion to I^AUd, J 69 — re- 
mark to Prince Charles respecting im- 
peachments, 175 — secret interview with the 
Spanish Ambassadors, ll£ — deatb-bed of, 
178— legislation during reign of, 179— sub- 
poenas issued in reign of, 180 — Book ol 
Sports sanctioned by, 202 — extract from 
Basil icon Doron of, vi. 249. 

James II., marriage of, with Anne Hyde, I v. 
79, 83— opinion entertained by, of L<»nl 
Shaftesburj', 181— open profession of po- 
pery by, 182 - dislike to Ix»rd Shaftesbury, 
IM — withdraws from England, ZiliL — 
avowed dislike to the Habeas Corpus Act, 
204 — measures for preventing his acc-essior 
to the Throne, 205. 2119— returns to En^ 
land, 207 — prosecuted as a popish recusant. 
20,-i — admitted a member of Inner Temple, 
241 — desrriptiiin of the Bkody Assize by, 
3-6 tnui.-^einlent infatuation of, 402 — 
flight of, 405— < I real Seal of, fished up in 
the Thames, 412; v. 26— decision of Eng- 
lish and Scotch Parliameuts against, 81 — 
death of. in 1701, 142. 

James IIL, birth of, iv. 401. 

Juroes IV. of Scotland, marriage of, with the 
Princess Margaret, ii. 9^ 

James V. of Scotland preferred by Mary of 
Guise to Henry VIII., il. lis. 

Jardine, David, reading on the application of 
torture as a punishment by, ii. 121L 

Jedburgh justice defined by Ix)rd Campbell, 
V. 309» 

Jeffreys, Lord Chancellor, parentage, iv, 338 
- education. 339- conduct as a law student, 
343— called to the bar, 345— rapid rise. Ml 
— Common Seijeant, 349 — Recorder of I^on- 
don, 2l2i 351— at Court, 352— services about 
the "Popish Plot, 355 — Chief Justice of 
Chester, 357— insolence to the Judges, 359 — 
interview with his father, 361— chairman 
at Hicks's Hall, 363— conduct on state iTaXs, 
364— treachery to the City, 365— conduct 
on trial of Ix)rd Russell, 367— Chief Justice 
of England, 368— on trial of Sydney, 369 — 
causesinformation against the Speaker, 37 1 — 
a Cabinet Minister — conduct towards Oates 
and Baxter, 373 — created a peer, 374 — 
Bloody Assizes, 375-386— I x)rd Keeper. Ml 
— Court of High Commission revived by, 
391— treatment of Sharp and Lord I>elu- 
mcre, 395 — of Magdalene College. 397 — 
Seven Bishops, 399— concessions to concili- 
ate the people, 402 — consternation at flight 
of James, 405 — recognised lu an ale- 
house, 407— rough treatment by the peo 
pie, 408— committed to the Tower. 409 — 
qui>stioned by the Couiicll, 41ii — national 
indignation against, 412— death. 413 — cha- 
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racter, 416-429— patroni»c§ Trevor, t. 37 — 
immodest ballads on, 39 — attack apon, in 
House of Commons, ib. 

Jeffrey, Lord, mental and social accomplish- 
ments of. Lx. g2> 

Jeffreys, John, Esq., father of Lord JefTreyR, 
iv. 338— ill-treated by his son, 2111 — por- 
trait, 

JefFreys, John, second Lord, dissipation and 
death of, iv. 427. 

Jekyll, Joseph, epigram on the Serjeants, 
iil. 172 — on delays in Chancery, iv. 251— 
facetise of, viii. 263 ; ix. 216 — appohit- 
ment as Master in Chancery explained, x. 
2LL 

Jekyll, Sir Joseph, Master of the Rolls, t. 
63— early intimacy with Lord Somers, 61 — 
a Commissioner of Great Seal, v{. 33— high 
reputation as a judge, 20 — passed over as 
Chancellor, 94 — coolness to Lord King, 121 
—Excise supported by, 133— doctrines of 
resistance propounded on trial of Sacheve- 
rell, 173 — disputes with Lord King, 177 — 
character of Judge Jeffreys, Iv. 420. 

Jenkins, Judge, proceedings against, impri- 
soned, pardoned, iii. 326— authority of the 
Parliamentary Judges disputed by, ib. — 
family estate of, vl. 15T. 

Jenkins. Sir Leoline, Secretary of State to 
Charles iv. 213. 

Jeofails statute passed, L 237— question re- 
specting by the Judges — etymology of the 
terra, v. 166. 

Jermyn, a Judge of the Upper Bench under 
Cromwell, iii. 33iL 

Jemingham's anecdotes of Thurlow, vil. 
290. 

Jesuits' Bark Bill, debate on,iz. 17— opposed 

by Lord Erskine, 18^ 2M. 
Jewell, Bishop, classical learning of, liL Am. 
Jews, order for the maintenance of children 

of, vl. 25 — hostility of the people against 

the bill for naturalizing, 260. 
Jocelyn, Tx)rd Chancellor, early intimacy with 

Lord Hardwicke,vi ifiL 
John, events in reign of,L H, 110 — the moat 

worthless English monarcfi^ throne usurped 

by, 106 — events which disgrace the reign of, 

•John," Chancellor of England under Henry 
II., surname unknown, L 2L 

Johnson, Dr. S., anecdotes of, v. 33^ wishes 
to be a Law Lord, vi. 299; ix. 139— on the 
intimacy of Lord Camden with Garrick, 
vli. iX — on persons selected for public 
offices in England, 133 — on the American 
war, 184 — on abilities of I^rd Thurlow, 
302— pecuniary difflculties, 312— inflexible 
virtue defined "by, 356— pension to Justified, 
viii. I— on colloquial powers of Lord I»ugh- 
birouffh, 215 — on the merits of self-ad- 
▼anced men, 220 — on the respective merits 
of Fielding and Richardson, 234 — on con- 
structive treason, 261— tea drinking pro- 
pensities, ix, 138 — intimacy with Lord 
Kldon, 139— on privileites of counsel, Ifil 
— on I be duties of English judges, v. 
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Jones, ex-parte, decision of Lord Erskine in, 
▼iii. 387. 

Jones, Inigo. mansions erected by, vi. aiUL 
Jones, Sir William, a tedious speaker, iv. 
219— Kings Counsel, 292 — Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, 296— improper prosecution of Lord 
Comwallis, 265 — a regularly bred lawyer, 
350. 

Jones, Sir William (polyglot), ignornnt of 
W^elsh, iit 205 — an orator, poet, and schoUu', 
vi. 63 — Indian judge, early decease, iv. 235 
— talents rewarded by Lord Bathurst, vil. 
144 — memorable pamphlet composed by, 
viii. 272— monument, 21ifi. 

Jonson, Ben, amusements devised by, li. 
338— sketch of Lord Bacon by, iii. 14 — 
description by of Lord Bacon's mode of 
living, 98— character of Lord Bacon by, 132 
— intimacy of with l^ord Bacon, 141 — inti- 
macy with Lord Clarendon, iv.4. 

Judges, Common Law, IHiisue, maxims of, 
L9 — on the discretion of, 11 — seats provided 
for in early times, 14 — mode of appointing, 
16 — venality of, 62; iii. 116— incompe- 
tency of, describeaoy Bracton, L 142 — 
salaries under the Plantagenets, 143 — cir- 
cuits of appointed, 150 — special directions 
of Edward 111 , 181— combination against 
Ii<itheram,340— of Edward IV., 342— temp. 
Henry Vli. odious for enforcing obsolete 

Senal laws, 367~treatment of, by Sir T. 
lore, ii. 35 — pedantic rules fruned hy 
during the Tudor reigns, 317 — disputes with 
Lord Kllesmere,318 — misconduct of, in ui>- 
holding benevolences, iii. 63— Lord Bacon's 
advice to, 135 — over sjx'aking censurable, 
11. 36— opinion on ship money, 231, 233 — 
iniquitous conduct to Lord Strafford, 284 ; 
iv. 15 — Independence secured, lit 312; vu 
281— refusal of six to act under Regicide 
Parliament, Iii. 354 — allowance of counsel 
to prisoners opposed by, 365— men of ability 
during Commonwealth and Protectorate, 
393 — proceedings against in 1640, iv. 11 — 
advantages from Judgments when written 
by, 250— when competent always anxi- 
ous for aid of the bar in coming to a 
right conclusion, 270 — tricks of oouns^l 
on, 287 — formerly always travelled the 
fame circuit, 300 — changes on death of 
Queen Anne, v. 295 — instructions given 
to, in 1715, 303 — rules to be observed 
by when charging grand juries, 304 — 
censured for non-attendance in House of 
Lords, 104 — once paid by fees, 165— opi- 
nions on the impeachment of Sacheverell, 
171 — on the Aylrshury case, 211 — descrip- 
tion of four, by I>ord Campbell, 265— ill- 
judged treatment of the bar, vi. U ; viii. 250 
— duties during pn)gre88 of trials, vi. 194 — 
duties defined by Walpole, 242— by Lord 
Campbell, vli. 293— morality of in 18th 
century. 314 — rudeness and unfairness of 
some, viii. 394— treatment hy of first Libel 
Act, 103, 279, 344— uncertain results in the 
choice of, 218— pusillanimous anxiety of, 
Ix. 48— improper conduct of, 200 — official 
costume recommended to by Lord Erskine 
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35— aatborized to make rules for pleading 
and practice, x. 179— on att«ndance of in 
Hotae of Lords, if 1— difficult construction 
of wills of, 218 — mode of paying, vlii. 
70. 

Judges of Scotland, customary designation of, 
, V. 27— conflict with Lord Eldon, x. 2fil. 
Julio, Dr^ court physician to Queen Eliza- 
beth, U. m 
Junius, censure on the speeches of Lord Cam- 
den and Mr. Pitt encouraging the separation 
of America, vi. 375— on Justice Blackstone, 
vii. 175— on the lubricity of Wedderbum, 
401 -on I^)rd I»ughborough, viii. 1— iden- 
Ufied by Lord Campbell, 211— Letters, effect 
produced by, viii. 6— on the death of 
Charles Yortte, vii. UML 
Juridical writing, a department of literature 
in which the Kngllsh are excelled by French, 
Oermans, and Scotch, L li2^ 
Juries, Grand, on duties and powers of, by 
Lord Somers, v. 67— rules to be observed 
by judges when addressing, 304— (special) 
important regulation touching, vlii. ML 
Jurisprudence, principles of— knowledge of 
displayed by the Parliament of Marlbridge, 
L 139— medical, imperfect cultivation of, 
V. 237— paucity of well-written English 
treatises on, vii. 6L 
Jury, trial by, encomium on by Maynard, v. 
35— remarks on, by Lord Camden, vll. 35— 
by Lord I»ughborough, 399— by Lord Ers- 
kine, viii. 376; Ix. 93— regard of Lord 
Eldon for, 189— Introduced into Scotland, 
Ix. fii 373 — excessive amount of damages 
formerly obtained from, iv. 12a. 
Justice, Chief, of England, antiquity of the 
title, II. 373— Speaker of House of Lords in 
absence of Chancellor, ill. IM. 
Justice Clerk in Scotland, early duties of, L JL 
Justices of the Peace instituted by Edward 
111., I 16^ 238— appointed by Parliament in 
1616, ill. 32i— Mirror of, extracts from, L 
2 3. 

Juiitraar, Chief, rank and power of, L 4— 

E resides over the Aula Regia, 5— circuits 
y, i6.— Speaker of the House of Lords, lA 
—office of. introduced by William L, 37— 
office of, vacant for many years in the reign 
of Henry IK, 59— office of, often dangerous 
to the Crowa, allowed to fall Into disuse, 

142. 

Juxon, Bishop, made Lord High Treasurer, 
Hi. 226— Inoffensive diqwsition of, iv. L 



K. 

Kames, Lord, celebrated letter of T^rd Hard- 
wicke to, on the distinction between law 
and equity, vU 169— proceedings against, 
vii. 349— account by, of Select Society, 
361. 

Katherlne, Queen, complimentary verses to, 
by Sir T. More. 11. 22 — remark by, on the 
integrity of More, 2IL 

Keble.kichard, au indiffercntreporter— a Lord 



CommissioDer of the Great Seal in ie49. ilL 
351— death, 3fi2. 
Keck, Sir A., worthless reports compiled by, 
iv. 268 — a Lord Commissioner of the Great 
Seal, V. 2^26. 
Kelly, bill of pains and penalties against, vL 

177— escapes, 17a. 
Kempe, John, parentage. Bishop of London, 
Archbishop of York, 22^— a Cardinal, 
Chancellor, 296 — resigns, 297— again Chan- 
cellor, 301— Archbishop of Canterbury, 3Q2 
—Cade's rebellion against, war of the 
Roses, 303— death, character, 304, 
Kcnmure, Earl of, executed, v. 202. 
Kennet, Bishop, conduct of Lord Somem when 

deprived of Great Seal related by, v. 130. 
Kent, Cbaucellor, eulogy by, on Lord Not- 
tingham, iv. 277. 
Kent, Earl of. Lord Commissioner of Great 

Seal, 1646, 1648, ill. 322. 32». 
Kent, Duke of, letter of to Lord Lough- 
borough. viU. 161— to Lord Eldon, ix. 251 
— clear style of writhig. viii. 161— auspi- 
cious marriage, ix. 3ii4 — birth of a daughter, 
391— death, aii2. 
Kenyon, Lord, narrow minded disposition of, 
ill. 9— mLiapplication of Latin quotations 
by, viii. 273— merits as a lawyer and scho- 
lar, *.— as advocate, 258— favours Erskine, 
285— on the laws relating to SpecialJuries, 

aoi. 

Keppel, Lord, court martial on, \ili. 250 — 
muniiacent present to Lord Erskine, 2h2, 

Kid, Captain, piratical proceedings of, v. 121. 

" Killing no Murder," famous pamphlet, com- 
posed by Sexby, iv. 5fi. 

Kilkenny, William de, Archdeacon of Coven- 
try, Keeper of the Great Seal, LI 22— deputy 
to Queen Eleanor, 126— made Chancellor, 

m. 

Kings of England, right of to regulate the 
marriages of the royal family established, 
li. 359— right to decide causes in courts of 
law denied, ill. 135— office of, abolished by 
the Regicide Parliament, 349— authority 
over the grandchildren judicially recoR' 
uis^, vi. 18— precaution observed on de- 
mise of married, x. Ii2. 
King, Peter, 7th Baron, eloquence and wit, 
vi. 124— motion to exclude Lord FVdon 
from Council of the Regent, ix, 319— in- 
sulting remarks on Tx>rd Eldon, x. 53 — re- 
tort upon by Lord Eldon, 121- 
King, Lord Chancellor, parentage, vi. 59 — 
educated at Leyden, 60— studies law at 
Middle Temple, 61— friendly kindness of 
John Locke, 62— returned to Parliament, 
63— deserts his circuit for political duties, 
65— reports of debates by, 66 — abjures 
politics, and devotes himself to the law, fil 
— professional success, 68 — marries, 69 — 
last visit to Locke, 7 1 — speech in the Ayles- 
bury case, 73— leads the Western Circuit, 
74— Recorder of London. 75 — supports 
Sacheverell's impeachment, ib. — defends 
Whiston, 77— and Bishop Fleetwood, 78— 
supports the I*rt)testant successioa, 79 — 
made Chief Justice of Common Pleas, S0~ 
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learning and impariiuliiy, 81 — tries the 
rebels in 1716, 83— rides ail the circuit*, gfi 
—decision on the Coventry Act, 8T— opi- 
nion on royal marriiiRcs, 89— intimacy with 
■\VaIpole.91—I»rd Chancellor, with a peer- 
age, 95— equity judgments, 97j 100— aLoitl 
Justice, 101 -in favour with George II., 
107— supports Walpole, lin— intimacy 
with Queen Caroline, 112— patronage, iia 
— abuses in Chancery reformed by, 117 — 
pleadings in English established by, 119— 
declining health, 121— death, 122— charaC' 
ter, 123— descendants, 121. 
King of Clubs, the, iiarraave of Erskine at, 
Tiii. 2i2. 

King's Bench, Court of, establishment of, L fi 
—Chief Justice of. Speaker of House of 
Lords in the absence of the Chancellor, iii 
104. 

King's College, Cambridge, eminent Judges 

educated at, L 337. 
Kingston, Duchess of, trial of, iv. 243 : vii. 

137, 189. 303; vjjt. 30. 
Kingston, Sir William, conversations with 

Wolsey when in custody, L 427, 429— 

Lieutenant of the Tower, friendly conduct 

towards Wolsey and More, ii, 65^ 67 — Aime 

Boleyn committed to custody of, 91. 
Kingston Chapel, Dorset, rebuilt by Lord 

Eldon, X. 307. 
Kinlosse, Lord, made Master of the Bolls by 

James ii. MQ. 
Kirby, John de, an unscrupulous Churchman, 

Vice-Chancellor, L 140, 150— Bishop of Ely 

and Lord Treasurer, 141. 1M± 
Kirkbam, Master of the Kolls, peremptory 

directions to, by Kdward IV., L 21. 
Kissing, habit of, among the English in 16th 

centuiT, L 408. 
Kit Cat Club, appellation and history of. v. 

ua. 

Kneller, Sir G., members of Kit Cat Club 

painted by, v. 148. 
Knighthood, dignity of in high repute under 

the Tudors, ii. 84 ; iii. 48^ 314— a source of 

rrofit to James 48— regulation of Geoi^ 
II. respecting, ix, 179. 
Knyvet, Sir John, Justice of Common Picas, 
Chief Justice of Khig's Bench, Chancellor, 
character by Lord Coke, L231— speeches to 
Parliament, 233— retirement and death, 
234. 

Kreyenberg, Baron, Hanoverian Resident at 
the court of Anne, v. 289. 



L. 

Lancaster, Countess of, adulterous conduct of, 
i. 169— Earl of; usurps the regal authority, 
174 — defeated and executed, 176. 

Lancaster, Duchy of, distinguished lawyers 
and statesmen Chancellors, ii. 20, 80 : vil. 
18, 213i ix. 165, 164, 384; x. SlT 

Landseer. EdwETdog ofXord Eldon painted 
by, X. 207^ *^ 

Lane, Lord Keeper, parentage, iii. 22: _ 



luunsel for Strafford, 302— Chief Baron 
305— a Commissioner at Uxbridge 307— 
Lord Keeper, 308— negotiates surrender 
of Oxford, 310— death. 3li. 
Langham, Simon de. Chancellor and Arch- 

i.'f.^EP,^*'^*"'^''^"'^' 222-quarrel with 
Wickliffe— « Cardinal, 223— dies at Avitr- 
non, 224. * 
Langhom, Richard, conduct of Jeflrevs on 

trial of, iv. 355. ^ 
Langtoft, Piers-of, verses by on the marriaire 

of Henry III., L 124^ 
Langton, Bennet, friend of Dr. Johnson, an- 

cestry of, L IfiS. 
Langton, John de. Master of the Rolls, L l£i 
—Chancellor, 166— presides at the Berwick 
parliament, 157— journey by to Rome 158 
—resigns office, 159— Bishop of Chichester 
160— Chancellor to Edward II., 167— acta 
with Gaveston, 168 -forced resignation 
valour, zeal, munificence, 169. 
Language, EngUah, spoken by largest number 
of clvUized men, L 29— vitality of, 37— 
spoken only by the lower orders, LaUn 
by the clergy and Court, diiring the reign 
of Henry Hi., 125— earliest parliamentary 
record in, 238— first statute passed in 35a 
—prejudices against the conduct of law- 
proceedings in, iit 392— first used in law 
pleadmgs, vl. 119— Latin cultivated in the 
reign of Henry VII., ii. 70- French substi- 
tuted for hnglish at the Conquest, L 38— 
use of in England hi 12th century, lOO— 
nobility of England and Scothmd speak in 
under the Plantageneta. 152. 
Lausdowne, Lord, committed to the Tower 
V. 397— Marquis of; speech on French lie- 
public, viiL 136— on the Alien Bill, 112— 
motion by to confer franchise on the Eng- 
hsh Catholics, x. 54. 
Utlraer, Hugh, sermon by against judicial 

bribery, iii. 115. 
Latitat, writ of, dexterous use of by Judges 

of King B Bench, iv, 299. 
Laud, Archbishop, disliked by James I^ iii. lea 
—ungrateful behaviour to Lord Keeper Wil- 
Hams, 180j 189— new regulations issued by 
188— impeached, 193— illegal and barbarous 
execution of, 204-hatxed of to the Puritans, 
220--€ruelty pracUsed by. 222— attempt 
by to introduce Episcopacy in Scotland, 
226— to assimilate the rites of the Angli- 
^n with the Romish worship, 227— the 
King's fool prosecuted by for jesUng on 
234— eminent men patronized by, iv 7. ' 
Uuderdale. Eari of, on the Thatched House 
meeUijgs. vUL 139— on the Alien Bill, U2 
—on the atrocious conviction of Muir UL. 
—speech on trial of Queen Caroline! ix. 
57. 

Lavington, Lord, letter by to Lord Loueh- 

borough, viii. g]^ 
Law, ammon, of England, favourable to 
liber'.y, L 11— distinction from Statute, 113 
—Inns of Court established for education 
in, 141— scheme for the systematic study 
of prepared by Wolsey. 431— flourishinff 
«tate of during the Commonwealth, iii. 337 
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— profession of vindicated, 365— attack on 
profession of, 380— prejudicps against pro- 
ceedings of in English, 392— definition of 
by Maynard, iv. 211 - outlay necessary for 
practice of, 284 — beneQdal changes in 
urged by Lord Somers, v. 165— pleadings 
first used in English, vi. 1 19— indifference 
of legislature to amendmentii of, 27>^. 3ft3 — 
oblivion supposed to attach to reformers of, 
L 39 — civil, study of encouraged under the 
Norman kings, 58— important code of 
drawn up by Augustine, 29— courts of, 
hours of sitting In »he 16th century, 11. 
197— in the 17th, iv. 296— in the 18th, vi. 
]g6— original dialect of, vlii. 80 — of Oleron, 
a code of customs compiled in the reign of 
Richard L IMs 

lawgivers, honours paid to in classic anti- 
quity, L 3iL 

Lawyers excluded from Parliament in 1373, 
L 232— and 1405,270 — deprived of practice 
during the Civil War, iii. 315— costume of, 
temp. Philip and Mary, IL 213 — temp 
Charles iii. 331 — envious antipathy 
evinced towards in the House of Commons, 
356 — description of by Erasmus, Iv. 145— 
frivolous pursuits generally followed by In 
retirement, v. 148— slavisn Inclinations of 
in 1688, 340— satire upon by Duke Whar- 
ton, vi. 31— advantage of a geat in parlia- 
ment to when eminent in their profession, 
g3_gy8tem of ratting peculiar to ambi- 
tious, ih. — English composition usually 
neglected by, 162— aversion of Burke to, 
vil. 281— of Mr. Fox, Ix, 174— enmities 
and private Jealousies of, 375 — attack on 
by Sir P. Francis, 176— dilBculties in at- 
taining eminence, x. 2A^ 

Ijiwrence, Dr. French, Intimacy with Burke, 
viii. 218 — correspondence with Lord Lough- 
borough, 161— premattu^ death, IS2± 

I^wrence, Mr. Justice, judgment in the 
TbeUuson Case, vlii. 133. 

I^yer, C, confessions of, v. 334 — trial and 
execution of fur treason, vl. 173— deserved 
obloquy on the Crown ofBcers in treatment 
of, 

L'Estrange, character of Lord Coventry by, 
iii. 2aL 

Leach, Sir John, intimacy with Lord Thur- 
low, vii. 272— birth and education, ix. 311 
— Vice-Chancellor, 313 — intrigues for the 
woolsack — Milan Commission under con- 
trol of, 379— hasty decisions of, i. 235 — 
fashionable parties given by, 304 — dis- 
pleasure of George I v . towards, 22. 

Leamiug, Advancement of, noble treatise on 
the, publLiihed, iii. ^ 

Lecbmeie, Ix>rd, Judgment In the Bankers' 
Case, V. 99— created a peer, 333; vi. 20— 
charged with corruption when Attomey- 
General, 170 — accusation voted false, 
173 — habitual restlessness, v. 296; vi. 
104 — pronounces Lord Macclesfield guilty, 
48x 

l.ce. Principal, on the genealogy of Lord 
Campbell, vii. 335 — traditions of Lord 
Loughborough narrated by, 351. 



- Lee, Jobn, K.C., anecdotes of, on Nortljerc 
j Circuit, vii. 385; ix. IfiL. 
j Lee, Sir John, impeached by Parliament for 
mal-practices, temp. Edward III., L 237. 
Lee, Sir William, an eminent pleader, vi. 

184— made Chief Justice of England, 189. 
Leeches petted by Lord Erskine, ix. 28, 9i. 
Legal Peerages, a cautious creation of re- 
. commended, ix. 3SS ; x. if77. 
Leicester, Abbot of, memorable remarks U>, 

by Wolsey, L 428. 
Leicester, Earl of, quarrels with Qncen Eli- 
zabeth, ii. 269 — ^renewed influence with the 
Queen, 285— sudden death, 2^6. 
Leicester House, eminent counsel attached 

to, vl. 312 ; plans of, vii. 3hiL 
Leigh, Dr., Master of Baliol, anecdotes of, 
ix. 21L 

Leighton, Alexander, cruel sentence in- 
flicted on, iii. 223, 

Lcnthal, Speaker of the Long Parliament, 
(JreatScal broken by, Iii. 311— Great Seal 
kept by, 325— Master of the Rolb, 353 — 
assiduity and ability as a Judge, 367 — Lord 
Keeper of the Commonwealth, 376 — trim- 
ming conduct of, 394— childish anxiety of. 
395 — reprimand by to the Royalists at 
Combnry Park, iv. 137. 

Leofric, Chancellor to I-xlward the Confessor, 
i. 35— first Bishop of Exeter, lands granted 
to, by the Confessor, 4L. 

Letters Patent ought always to state the 
authority tmder which they passed the 
Great Seal. L 2IL 

Levinz, Sir Cr., Attorney-General, Iv. 303 — 
a regularly bred lawyer, 35fl. 

Levinz, Sir Richard, letter by, to Lord Ear- 
court, V. 400. 

Lewes, battle of, Henry III. and chief oppo- 
nents of De Montfort taken prisoners at, 
L 135, 

Lewis, Erasmus, M.P., historical events nar- 
rated by, V. 181^ letters to Swift, jm. 

Lexington, battle of, proceedings in London 
aft>er, vii. 191. 

r^exington. John de. Great Seal delivered to. 
by Henry IIL. i. IIP. 122— removal of peti- 
tioned for by the parliament, 123. 

Leyden University, excellent professors at, 
vi. 60— lectiura on the Pandects at, 61 — 
declining reputation, vii. 340. 

Libel, law of, exertions of Mr. Fox to 
amend, L 39^ iii. 278; vii. 45, 264; vilL 
293; ix. 189^ 190— provisions of, vinr 279; 
salutary operation, vii. 47— treatment~6y 
the Judges, viii. 103, 344— of Ivord Camp- 
bell, vii, 177, 191— most important clauses 
In, expunged, vi. 363— disgraceful act of 
Sir V. Gibbs allowing arrest for, ix. 19, 
383. 

Libels, malignant, naftire of, In the reign of 
Queen Anne, v. 177. 

Library of Law books, value of, in former 
and modem times, iv. 2M. 

Licences for monopolies, punning reply of 
Sir N. Bacon on, ii. 234^ 

Lifford, Ijord, Chancellor of Ireland, vi. dis- 
qualifications us au equity Judge, viiL 90. 
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L*?htfoot. a prntnising advocate, a counsel 
i'OT Lord Strafford, iil. 301. 

Ulbum, trial and conviction of, iii. 228. 

Limitations, statute of Henry VIII., indo> 
feasible rlKbt allowed by, ii. 127— of actions 
prepared by Lord Campbell, x. 176. 

Linacre, Greelc literature encouraged by, at 
Oxford, ii. i. 

Lincoln, see of, reveimes of, appropriated by 
tbe King, L 43— Bishop of (Waller), dis- 
cussion between tbe Houses of Parliament 
respecting, ii. 35L 

Lincoln College, Oxford, founded. L 346. 

Lincoln's Inn founded in the reigrjof Edward 
II., L 183 — benchers and siudcnts, anec- 
dotes of, viii. Ififi. 

Lincoln's Inn Fields ornamented by Lord 
Bacon, iii. 

Lindsey, Karl of, death of, Hi. 335. 

Lingard, Dr., erroneous statements by ifir 
specling Cardinal Beaufort, L 294. 

Lisle, I^dy, inhuman execution by Judge 
Jeffreys, iv. 332— trial and murder of, 378. 

Lisle, Lord, history and character of, iii. 
^commissioner of the Great Seal, 362, 365 
— created a peer by Cromwell, 370— con- 
duct as a Judge, 372 — re-appointed by 
Richard Cromwell, 374 — incompetency of, 
375— <icath, 351. 

Literary property, legislation respecting; 
viL 4^ 5^ 

Literary men rarely advanced to state em- 
ployments, V. 114. 

Literature devotedly cultivated by Ix>rd 
Bacon, iii. 122— by Sir S. Romilly, v. US- 
despised by Ix)rd Coventry, iii. 241— che- 
rished by Lords Snmere, Harcourt, and 
Cowper, vi. 66— affectation of Lord Mac- 
clesneld for, 66 — early attachment for of 
Lord King. 122— of Lord Talbot, 127— of 
Lord Hardwicke, 272— not cared for by 
Lords Northington, 349— and Camden, viL 
61— the dissipation of Charles Yorke, 60 — 
patronised by Lords Tburlow and Lough- 
borough, ib., viii. 7^ 13— distaste of retired 
lawyers for, v. 148 — indifference of Lord 
Eldon for, ix. 262^ 328j X. IflQ. 

Literature, Pursuit of, a false and libellous 
p<«'m,ix. 6, 7. 

Lithebury. K.. Master of the Rolls, fined for 
mal-practices, L liL 

Littleton, Judge, treatise on Tenures, compiled 
temp. Edward IV., L 142j iii. 274— Com- 
mentaries of Lord &>ke on, a work of highest 
authority, L 342— important advice on 
Studying law, viii. 241 — constant perusal 
of by Lord Ix)ughborough, viii. 80— by 
Lord Eldon, x. 305. 

Littleton, Lord Keeper, parentage, Iii. 274— 
conduct in parliament, 278— Solicitor-Gene- 
ral, 277 — learned argument in favour of 
ship money, 218— Chief Justice of Common 
Pleas, 280— Lord Keeper by compulsion, 
281— pusillanimous conduct on the im- 
peachment of Ix>rd Strafford, 283— votes 
for exclusion of Bishops from House of 
Lords, 284— conduct on the trials of Kim« 
boltOD and others, 286— suspected by tbe 



King of i>erfidy, 2S8— ordered to deliver up 
Great Seal, ^-mysterious conduct at 
York, 293— duplicity exposwl, '2B&. -attends 
the Parliament at Oxford, 296 becomes a 
soldier, 297— death and character, 299. 

Littleton, Sir Kdward, a Judge ol North 
Wales, iii. 211. 

Littleton, Sir Thomas, prc^Kised as ^)eaker, 
1695. v. 50. 

Littleton, Sir Timothy, a Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, iii. 3SUL 

Liveries and Wards, Courts of, duties belong- 
ing to, V. 13. 

Liverpool, Earl of. Prime Minister, viii, SU ; 
ix. 38, 2^*5^ 351 -speeches on Bill of Pains 
and Penalties, 68. 60- censurable conduct 
of, X. 9— dispute with Lord Eldon, 19— let^ 
ters to I»rd Eldon. 71— selects Mr. Can- 
ning as Foreign Secretary, 36 — apoplectic 
attack, Jifi^ 

Llewellyn, Prince of Wale?, alils De Mont- 
fort, L 147-killed in batUe, llfi. 

Lloyd 8 Worthies, ill, 300. 

Lloyd, Sir Richard, Solicitor-General— Baron 
of Elxchequt-r, vi. 313. 

Locke, John, letter written by, under direc- 
tions of Ix)rd Shaftesbury, iv. 149— auto- 
biography of Shaftesbury burnt on death 
of Sydney, 233— patronised hy Somers, 
V. 113— Judicious patronage of his nephew. 
Lord King, vi. 60— attachment to medical 
pursuits. 61— letters to Ijord King, 62. 64— 
alarm at public affairs in 1702. 67— declin- 
ing health, 68— literary works by, 69— last 
Illness, 71— death, lz> 

Locusts, a satirical poem on the Courts of 
Law, V. 216. 

Logan, Mr., pamphlet on behalf of Warren 
Hastings, viii. 2K6. 

Ix)llards, persecution of the, L 273, 278. 278. 
279. 311 ; ii. 194. 

London, Lord Mayor of, not a Pri\'y Coun- 
cillor virtute officii, L14— ctiquf tie observed 
towards, by the Lord Chancellor, 25— com- 
mitted to Marsbalsea, 127 — airions account 
of, by Lord Ellesmere, il. 2J8— city heavily 
fined, 128— fires of, 33; iv. 101— flourishing 
condition of schools in, L 57— Ward<>nship 
of Tower of, held by a Becket, 59— trium- 
phal entry of Charles II. in, iv. 67— attempt 
to prevent the erection of new bouses in, 
251— disfranchised, aiL 

Londonderry, Marquis of. Catholic Enunci* 
pation planned by, viii. 180— Foreign Se- 
cretary, Walcheren expedition planned by, 
ix, 291 — Intrigues against, 293 — duel with 
Canning, 295— refuses to accept office under 
Perceval, 306^ 334— Foreign Secretary and 
I..eader of House of Commons under Lord 
Liverpool, 351 — Untimely death, x. 34. 

Longchamp, William, parentage, vigour of 
character, unacquainted with tJie English 
language, L 96— made Chief Ju.sticiar by 
Richard — Legate by Pope — tyranny of, 97 — 
attack by, on sheriff of Lincoln, 98— enters 
into a treaty with Prince John and impri- 
sons Geoffrey, 93. — combination of the 
Prince and nobles against, 100 — flight and 
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iU conaequences, lllL — restored to ofBce, 
103 — forges a letter of acquittal for the 
Jiing, 104— creates Vice-Chancellors, 105. 

Longley, lliomas. Bishop of Durham, Chan- 
cellor, L 271 — removed, 273— a smmd ilrae 
Chanoellor, 284 — third time, 2^ — forced 
resignation and death. 2s9. 

liords, House of, Chancellor ex-offlcio Speaker, 
L 14 — constitutional advantages icising 
from the existence of, 270— appeals from 
Chancery to, ii. 239 ; lii. 113: v. 17 — 
hours of attendance in temp. Charles L. 
166. 212— in reign of Queen Anue, v. 179 — 

. regard evinced by, for principles of justice 
and liberty, iv. 113; v. 137 — commodious 
aize of, — power of in matters of im- 
peachment, V. la — not entitled to dis- 
charge persons committed by the Com- 
mons, 155 — practice regulating the intro- 
duction of bills in, 180 — talent and know- 
ledge po8se8^ed by, 380— rule of voting 
in, vii. 2»;i — effect of dinner time on attend- 
ance in, ix. 327 — Deputy Speaker of, iii. 
104 ; X. 40. 

Loi-ds Justices in England and Ireland, ori- 
gin of their title, L * — appointment of, v. 
110. 

Loughborough, Lord, parliamentary allow- 
ance on retirement awarded to, L 24 — 
criticisms on, vii. 334 — parentage, 33ti — 
education, 337— reads for the bar, 339 — 
revenge on Hume Campbell, 341 — first 
visits to London, 343 — an advocate, 346 — 
practice in Scotland, 347— a member of 
General Assembly, SiS — defends Lord 
Kuuies and Hume, 349 — speech in defence 
of theatrical representations. 356 — mem- 
ber of I'oker Club, 357— of Select Society, 
359— Elocution Class, 364— Preface of ori- 
ginal K<linbiirgb Review, 365 — quarrel 
with Lockhart, 371 — abandons Scotland, 
373— apnpil of Sheridan, 375— of Macklin, 
376— called to English bar, 377— Literary 
Club established by, 379— enters parlia- 
nient by aid of Lord Bute, 381 — quarrel 
with Churchill. 382— a King's Counsel, 383 
—joins the Northern Circuit, 384 — pro- 
ceedings of tlie liar against, 385 — attends 
exclusively to Chancery business, 386 — 
becomes a pjitriot, 387 — resigns his seat, 
389 — toasted by the Whigs as a 
martyr, 290— agahi in parliament, 391 — 
speecues for Wilkes, 393— takes part with 
the Americans, 395 — speech for concilia- 
tion, 397— supports the righta of juries, 
399— patriotism suspected, 401 — courted 
by Lord Chatham, 403 — freedom of Lon- 
don voted to, 404— Solicitor-General, 405 — 
attacked by Junius, viil, 2— praised as a 
law officer, 3— patronage of literature, 7— 
speech on university reform, 8— on copy- 
right question— Grenville Act, 9 — sus- 
pected to be Junius, 10— defends Clive, 11 
proposes Voltaire as Clive's historian, 13 — 
philippic against Franklin, 17— its fatal 
effects, 19— speech on appeal of murder. 23 
— BiK*eches against the Americans, 25— 
luarreis with Burke, refuses ofBce of Chief 



Baron, 28— counsel against Horue Tooke; 
30 — Attorney-General, 31 — urges the war 
with America, 33— proposals for manning 
the navy, 35— last great speech in the 
Commons, 37— intrigues for a judgeship, 39 
— high credit during the No-Popery riots, 
42— Chief Justice of Common Pleas and a 
peer, 43 — congratulated by Burke, 44 — 
famous charge to the grand jury, 45 — cen- 
sured by Burke for misdirection against 
the prisoner, 47— as a Common Law Judge, 
49— <leci3ion8, 61 — administration of cri- 
minal law, 55— Chairman of Quarter Ses- 
sions, 56— inactivity in the House of Lonla, 
57 — letters on the state of parties, 58 — 
second marriage, 61 — envy of Lord Thur- 
low, 62 — open conflict with Thurlow, 63 — 
at Buxton, 65— masterly Bpe<K:h against 
the peace, 67 — First Commissioner ol G reat 
Seal, 63 — makes Krskine a King's Coun- 
sel, 71 — intimacy with Duke of Port- 
land, 72 — Great Seal taken from Lords 
Commissioners, 73 — political violence, 2A 
— speech in support of resolution to with- 
hold the supplies, 75— becomes a Foxite 
and Whig Leader in the Lords, 77— in 
favour with Prince of Wales, 79 — letters 
to Mr. Eden, 80 — advocates the Impeach- 
ment of Hastings, 81 — speech on the India 
Bills, 83 — rash and reckless advice to Prince 
of Wales, 83 — coup d'etat suggested, 89 — 
anguish and disappiintment, 93 — letters 
from Mr. Fox, 97 — censures Lord Camden's 
proposal for creating peerages by statute, 
99 — conduct on Regency Bill, lOO — letter 
from Prince of Wales, 1111— incurs the hatred 
of George IIL, 102— letters from the lYince, 
104 — opposes the malt tax, 105 — curious 
letter from Lord Commis-sioner Adam, 106 
—attacks Pitt on the Russian armament, 
107 — supports the Catholic cUims and the 
Libel Bill, 108— leads the alarmist Whigs 
to join Pitt, 109— intrigues by, 111 — anger 
with Fox, 112— supports the Alien Bill, LLl 
— letter to Lord Malmesbury, 115 — secures 
the adhesion of the Portland party, 116— 
Ix)rd Chancellor, 1 17— assailed by the press 
as a renegitde, 118— letters from Sir G. 
Elliott and Burke, 1 19— from Gibbon, 1 20— 
takes leave of common law bar, 122— judg- 
ments as Chancellor, 12i — finishes the 
Dow^nlng College disputes, 129 — decision 
respecting maimers and morals, 130 — abi- 
lity in appeal cases, 13J — speech on the 
war with France, 135— jest on the Bath 
peerages, 136 — conduct in the Reign of 
Terror, 137— anti-revolutionary policy ad- 
vocated, 138 — habeas corpus suspension, 
1.19 — reply to I^^rd Lauderdale, 140 — ad- 
justs ministerial quarrels, 141 — .Seditious 
Meetings Bill, 142— justifies the conviction 
of Muir, 145— state trials advised by, 146— 
conduct on the impeachment of Hastings, 
149 — coolness with Prince of Wales, 151 — 
efforts to gain personal favour with George 
III., 152 — obtains a re-prant of his barony, 
153 — speech on proposals for peace, 154 — 
firmness on the stoppage of cash paymcntik 
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155 — on the mutiny in the fleet, 167 — re- 
turns thanks to Lord Duncan, 168— serious 
iUnees, 159 — occupied with differences be- 
tween Prince and Princes* of Wales, 160 — 
letter from Duke of Kent, ifil — corre- 
spondence with Or. Lawrence, 162 — con- 
duct in the dispute between King and 
Prince of \VaIe8 respecting duchy of Corn- 
wail, 163— trite nmark to the iVlnce, IfiS 
—on the dispute between Sir J. Mackintosh 
and benchers of Lincoln's Inn, ib. — cool- 
ness with Pitt, 16«— supports union with 
Ireland, 170— sanctions alteration in the 
arms of England, 171 — opinions on Catholic 
emancipation, 173 — advice to the King, 114 
—letters from Mr. Pitt on a proposed ar- 
mistice with France, 176— letter to Dundas, 
179— l)etrays Pitt, 181 — causes the dismis- 
sal of I*itt, 184— unexpectedly ejected from 
office, 187— ineffectual efforts for a recon- 
ciliation with Prince of Wales, ib. — letter 
to the King, 190 — distrusted by the King, 
created an earl, 192 — gives up the Seals, ib. 
— defence against accusation of betraying 
bis colleagues, 193 — satisfaction of the 
King at dismissal of, 196 — forbidden to 
attend cabinet meetings, 197 — inglorious 
termination of parliamentary career, laa 
— attendance on the royal family, 201 — 
inaccuracy as to his mode of speaking, 
202 — death. 203 — remark of George 111. 
on, ib. — character, 205 — pensions for re- 
tiring Chancellors secured by, 207 — views 
on the criminal code, 2M — polished 
oratory, 209 — was he Junius? 210 — de- 
ficient in colloquial power, 215— felici- 
tous mimicry of Erskine, 216 — intimacy 
with men of letters, 217 — liberality to 
learned lawyers, 218 — correspondence with 
Ix>rd Nelstm, 219— unimpeachable morals, 
220 — representatives, 221— notices of by 
Sir E. Brj'dges, by Lord Brougham, ib. — 
by Lord Campbell, 222 — friendship for 
Erskiue, 231. 
Ix>uis VII., Pope Alexander III. protected by, 
L 73— animosity of, to Henry IL^ ii. 80— 
friendly counsel by to & Becket, 81. 
Louis XIV., present 6f books by, to Lord 
Clarendon, iv. 90— dependence of Charles 
II. ou, Dunkirk purchased by, 91 — 
harsh treatment by, to Lord Clarendon, 111 
— intrigues respecting the Spanish succes- 
sion, V. hi2 — indignation of the English 
at the conduct of, H3— overture* at Ger- 
truydenberg unwisely rejected by the 
Whigs, 173. Ill— foolish recognition of the 
Pretender by, 21X 
Louis Philippe, Cliizen-KIng of the French, 
X. IM^ 

Lovat, Lord, trial and execution of, vi. 246— 
firm behaviour of, 216. 

Lovel, Sir Salathiel, Recorder of London, 
death, vi. iA^ 

Low Countries, embassies to, for settling dis- 
putes in tnule. ii. !£. 

Lowther, Sir John, a minister under Wil- 
liam and Mary, v. li. 

Laders'a Essays, remarks in, touching the age 



and authorship of the Laws of Oleron. L 
106. 

Luddites, frame-breaking and outrages by, 

ix. 37&. 

Ludlow, General, Memoirs by, cultivated 
mind of, ill. 391 -account by, of Miss 
Stuart's marriage, iv. 104 — elegance of style 
and vigour of sentiment in the Memoirs of, 
135. 

Lmiacy, jurisdiction of the Chancellor in 

matters of, L 13. 
Lunatics, legal proceeding for the protection 

of estates of, i 13» 
Luther, Martin, doctrines of, consonant to 
the doctrines of Clarendon, L 89j against 
celibacy of the clergy, against the divorce 
of Henry VIII, ii. 401— encouraged by 
Cranmer, 149— efforts for the suppression 
of, 115. 119 — checked in Italy and Spain 
by the Inquisition, 133. — Colloquies of, 
allusion to parentage of Wolsey in, L 
317. 

" Lutherans, Refutation of," by Sir T. More, 
a work most popular on the Continent, ii. 
2L 

I..yar8, the. famous eclogue of. vii. "^m. 
Lydford Law, verses explanatory of. v. 309. 
Lymingtou, in Somerset, first preferment of 

Wolsey, L aia. 
Lyndhurst, Ijord. amicable contest, honoris 
causfi, with Lord Brougtiam, L 23— eti- 

Juette observed b^, to the Lord Mayor of 
x)ndon, 25— pleasing hospitality of,iii. 85 — 
maxim as to value of public tiinie, vi. 1 1 — 
speech on Catholic emancipation, 236 — 
four times Cliancellor, x. 2 — no ex-offlcio 
informations filed by as Attorney- General, 
37 — on the oaths of allegiance and supre- 
macy, 57— Master of the Rolls, 81— Bill for 
reform in Chancery, 87i 140 — I.x)rd Chan- 
cellor and a peer, 92 — Test Act repeal sup- 
ported by, 114— on the attainments and 
eminence of Lord Eldon, 136 — amendment 
on the lieform Bill, 172— local courts op- 
posed, ISIm 



M. 

Macaulay, Lord, on the trial of Warren Hast- 
ings, vii. 241. 275 — omissions in essays by, 
ii. 111. 

Macclesfield, Earl of, parentage, vi. 2— edu- 
cation, 3 — enters Inner Temple, 4— joins 
Midland Orcuit, 5— Counsel In Tutchin's 
case, 7— Queen's Serjeant and M.P. for 
Derby, 8— supports impeachment of Sa- 
cheverell, 9— Chief Justice of Kngland, 11 — 
opinions on trial ofDamaree and others. 12 
— refuses Great Seal tmder the Tories, 13 — 
harsh language to I^ Foe. 15 — acts as 
a Lord Justice on death of (^leen Anne, ]A 
—created a Peer, 17 — judgment as to the 
King's authority over his grand-children, 
19 — Lord Chancellor, 20 — address to, from 
Trinity College, Cambridge, 21 — decisions, 
23. 28— parli^entary speeches, 29— ijU' 
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peached. 31— deprived of Great Seal, 33 — 
trial, M — iwenty-oue articles of imp<>ach> 
ment agaiiut^ 35 -sale of masterships 
proved, 37 — bribes to I^ady Macclestield, 
39 — speech for defence, 41-4— convicted, ih 
— sentence passed on, 47 — iniprisoned in 
Tower, 49 — liberation and retirement, 51 — 
DO value for literature, 52— death, piety, &a 
— great wealth. 54— character, 55 - despised 
authorship, descendants, M — early patron* 
age of Lord Hurdwicke, 161. 165. 172 - con- 
duct of Lord Hardwicke towards, on the 
Irapeathment, US. 

Macdonald, Sir A-. witty remark to Lord 
Campbell, L 77— Attorney-General, viii. 
109 ; ix. 17m— criminal informations filed 
^yTvilL 286— Chief Baron, ix. 132. 

Mackey, sketch of the character of Lord 
Somers by, v. 125. 

Mackintosh, Sir James, on the duties of bio- 
graphy and history, L 387 — exertions to 
modity the commercial code, il. 72— on the 
politicians of the Tudor reigns, 141— cha- 
ra«ter of Lord Somers. v. 200— preliminary 
discourse, viii. 166 — character of Grotitis — 
lectures at Lincoln's Inn, 167 — speech for 
Peltier, 366 — retort of Dr. Parr to, ix, 
207. 

Macklin instruct* Wedderbnfn In elocatlon, 
vii. 376 — Scotchmen tiaiirised by on the 
stage. 332. 

Macpoerson, Sir John, character of Lord 

Somers by, v. 197. 
Macqueen. Mr,, valuable treatise by, on the 

Appellate Jurisdiction of House of Lords, 

L 6— X. ana* 

Madan, translator of Juvenal, morels and 

opinions, vii. 145. 
Maddock, Henry. Life of Lord Somers by, ▼. 

Maddox's "Exchequer," extracts trova, L 4^ 
6—" Chancery," LL 

Magalotii, Count, letter of Lord Somers fur- 
nished by. V. 1H6. 

Magdalen College, Oxford. Richard IIL en- 
tertained at, L 313— statutes. 314— tower 
of, fluislied by Wolsey, 378— attempt to 
force a Papist President by James 11., iv. 
397. 

Magdalene College. Cambridge, privileges 
eiijoyed by descendants of its founder, Chan- 
cellor Audley, ii. 113. 

MiOcT)<li^i a refugee Huguenot divine, letter 
from, to liord King, vi. ai. 

Masham, Mrs., enmity towards Lord Oxford, 
V. :t9i. 

Magna Charta not signed by any one as 
Chancellor, L 112— annulled by Henry IIL, 
114— privileges of the clergy protected 
by, 211. 

Mabon. L(»rd, character of Lord Somers by, 
V. 200— eulogistic notice of Lord Talbot, ' 
vi. 154— on the march of the Pretender from 
Derby. 211^ 

Maintenance, evils of, 1 249 — definition of, 
by Lord Loughborough, viii. 12fi. 

Malmesbury, William of, extracts from the 
History of England by, L 30. 31, &a — de- 



scription of Old Sanim, 42— graphic sketch 
of Chancellor Flambard, 
Malmesbury, Earl, important historical eventa 
noticed in Diary of, viii. no^ 114^ 134, 155. 
180^ 191. 192 - negotiates for a jxace with 
France, 134. 164 — anecdotes of George J V., 
Ix. 

Man. Isle of, masterly Judgment of Lord 
I Hardwicke respecting, vi. zufi. 

Manchester, Karl of, takes the oaths under 
the Triennial Act as Joint keeper of Great 
Seal, iii. 325— Speaker of House of I^rds in 
the Convention Parliament. 388 — congratu- 
latory address by, to Charles II., iv. 67 — 
leader of the Presbyterians. 69 — oCQce in 
royal household conlerred on, IL 

Manchester Massacre, exciting proceedings 
arising from, ix- 322. 

Man ley, Mre., Lord Somers described by, v. 
ifl.t. 

" Manner," a satirical poem, by Paul >Vhite- 
head, complaint against, vi. 219. 

Manners, domestic, of the English in the I2th 
century, L 61 — slavish. In reign of Henry 
VHl.. il. 103^ 196— in the reign of Charles 
L*4— of Charles IL iv. 323— of William 
and Mary, v. 51— improved under George 
UL, vii. 2M. 

Manning shot as a traitor at Cologne, iv. 53. 

Manning, Mr. Serjeant, report of the Ser- 
jeants' Case by, iv. lii. 

ilansfleld, Earl of. advice to a Colonial Judge, 
L 248— library destroyed by rioters, ii. IfiS ; 
viii. 259— facetious retort on Dr. Brockles- 
by. iv. 422— conduct on Dean of St. Asaph's 
case, vi. 176; viii. 279— on other impor- 
tant trials, vi. lai ; viii. 2fil ; ix. 48- mis- 
represented by H. Walpole, vi. 242— made 
Chief Justice of England and a peer, 269 — 
on repeal of American Stamp Act, 331 — 
present at lost illness of I/ord Chatham, vii. 
11— on receiving the Athenian Letters, 5fi 
— success as an orator, 87 — qualifications 
for Chancellor, 97— Speaker of House of 
Lords, viii. 68— early notice of Lord Ers- 
kine, 238^ 250— address from the Bar on 
retiring from oflice. 284 ; ix. 178— death, 
vii. 49 — learning, eloquence, and scholar- 
ship, X. 235. 

Mansfield. Sir James, Chief Justice of Com- 
mon Pleas, ix. 164— education, L 337 — legal 
decisions in Campbell's Reports extolled 
by, V. 376— omduct as a Judge, vi. — 
anecdotes of Lord Camden related by, 
357. 360 — anecdotes of, vii. 321 — refuses the 
Great Seal, viii. 312. 

Marble chair and table of the Chancellors, 
origin, situation, uses, and disuse, L ix9. 

Marchmont, Earl of, famous midnight motion 
by, vii. 1 — (!onduct at last illness of Lord 
Chatham, LL 

Marisco, Richard de. Archdeacon of Rich- 
mond, Vice-Chance llor, L 109— Bishop of 
Durham, Chancellor, 111— resigns, 112— 
Chancellor to Henry III.. 113 superseded 
by De Neville, 114— death and epitaph, l IG. 

Maritime Jurisprudence of m<Klern Europ« 
foauded by the laws of Olerou, L Uijk 
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Markland, Jeremiah, lines on death of Charles 
Yorfce, vii, 101. 

Marlborough, Duke of. Grand Alliance pro- 
moted by, V. 208 ; viii. — thanka of 
Parliament voted to, 209. 266^ 268— deserts 
the Tories, 212— wish to be Oummander-in- 
Chief for life, 273— factious attacks on. ZSL 

Marlborough, Sarah, Duchess of, Court eventa 
narrated by, v. 169— quarrel with the 
Queen, 170— false charge by, against Lord 
&)mer8, 195— raukes Lord Cowper Chan- 
cellor, 213.247 — eminent people abused by 

vi. Mfi. 

Marlbridge, laws passed by Parliament held 
at, i. 139. ML 

Marmont, Marshal, remarks on Revolution of 
1830, X. IM. 

Marriage, suits rpRpccting, decided by Chan- 
cery in America, ii. 12?— dissolution by 
Parliament first reeogulsed, v. 92— advan- 
tages to society from laws regulating, vi. 
261— first act passed, 262— ceremonies re- 
quired at by tbe clergy, 263 — Amendment 
Act passed, x. 33 — of infants formerly sanc- 
tioned, vi. 99— Royal Act passed, vi. I9j 

vii. 4^ laa— right of tbe Sovereign to regu- 
late, ii. 359— remarks on love, ix. 135— of 
Dissenters' Bill, x. 54. 

Marrow, Thomas, a very eminent lawyer, 

Under-Sheriff of London, ii. fi. 
Marrvat, Mr., K.C., death of, ix. 
Marshal, Euri, Court of, abolished, iv. ll» 
Marston Moor, buitle of, iv. 22* 
Martin, R., M.P. for Galway, Act to prevent 

Cruelty to Animals obtained by, ix. 22. 
Martin, Thomas, bribe sent by, to Lord 

Hardwicke, vi. ifia. 
Martyrs, monument at Edinburgh, vii. 273 — 

number of, burnt in tbe reign of Mary, 11. 

2lli 

Martyr, Peter, treatment of, by Gardyner, 
ii. 

Marvell, Andrew, malignant epigram by, iv. 
102 — friendly application for John Milton, 
210. 

Mary of Guise prefers James of Scotland as 
husband to Henry Vlil., ii. 115. 

Mary, Queen of Louis XI J., letter from, to 
"Wolsey, L 391— marries Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, 322. 

Mary, Queen, educated under care of Wolsey, 
li 401— accession of, ii. 183 — assumes the 
title of Supremn Head of the Church, 184 — 
Earliest measures of, ib. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, a prisoner at Bolton 
Castle, ii. 225 — proceedings against, 226. 
346 — trial of, 249 — opinion of Lord Camp- 
bell on, 253— execution of, 276-79— letter 
from to Elizabeth, 292— reasons m^ed for 
the execution of, 300. 

Maseres, Baron, longevity and anecdotes of, 
viL 

Masques performed at tbe Inns of Court, 
iv. 6. 

Massachusetts, memorable petition from As- 
t>embly of, viii. 15^ 19— act for administra- 
tion )f justice in, 22. 

Mo&singer, originals of his characters of : 



"Overreacb" and "Justice Greedy." iii. 
90. 

Mathews, John, ur\just conviction and exe- 
cution of, for treason, vl. ga. 

Matilda, daughterofHenrj'L^marriesGeoffry, 
Count of Ar\jou, L 49— fealty sworn to her 
by the Chancellor and Barons, v6.— de- 
serted by many of them at the death of the 
King, 50— Chancellors appointed by, 54— 
opposes the appointment of k Beckec, as 
archbishop, 69. 

Matingham, John de,an upright Judge in tbe 
reign of Edward L, L Iii. 

Matsys, Quentin, the celebrated painter of 
Antwerp, intimacy of with Sir T. More, 
ii. 74. 

Maunsel, John, Chancellor, L 121-presenta 
himself to 700 benefices, 1^2. 

Maurice, a Norman ecclesiastic, appointed 
Chancellor, L 38— Bishop of London, 3&— 
exertions by, for the rebuilding of Su 
Paul's, ib. — crowns Henry Lj 4 b. 

Maurice, Mr. author of Indian Antiquities, 
beneficed by Lord Eldon. x. 2la» 

Maynard, Lord Commissioner, parentage, v. 3 
—legal studies, 4— returned to Parliament, 
5 — sub^ribes the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, 7— cautious part evinced by, 10— im- 
peached for treason, 11— advises Cromwell 
to accept tbe Crown, 12— Protector's Ser- 
jeant, 13— committal to the Tower, ib.— 
reconciled to Oliver, 14— swears allegiance 
to the King, id.— assists the prosecution of 
Sir IL Vane, 15— steady devotion to bis 

Jrofession. 16— leader in Parliament of the 
resbytcrian party, 17— conduct in prose- 
cutions for the Popish Plot, ib.— on trial of 
Lord Danby, 18— on the Exclusion Bill, ib. 
—on the impeachment of Fitzharris, 19— 
ancient Seijeaut to James 11^ 20— a wit- 
ness for Titus Gates, 21— opposes altera- 
tion in the law of treason, ib.— the plan of 
militaiy government, 22— management of 
Abdicatiun Conference, 23— prevents the 
immediate dissolution of the Convention 
Parliament, 25— Eirst I^rd Commissioner, 
26— dccisiuas, 27— hatred of the Roman 
Catholics, 28— conduct in House of Com- 
mons, 29— opposes Kegency Bill, 30— dis- 
placed, »6,— death, 31— wealth, descendant^ 
anecdotes, 32^ 35: iv. 283— character, v. 33 
—law of England defined by, iv. 277- con- ' 
duct as Counsel, 267— reply by to Jeffreys, 

Mazarine, Cardinal, Cromwell feared and 

courted by, iv. 39, 
Macnarnara's Case, judgments of Lords Eldon 

and Erskine in, viii. 383 — challenge to 

Romilly, 384— anecdotes of, 2Mj, 
M'Pherson. Sir J., character of Lord Jeflroyg 

by, iv. 416. 
Meals, hours of, in tbe 16th century, ii. I9fi. 
Meautys, tomb of Lord Bacon erected by, ill. 

145. 

Medal, tbe, famous poem by Dryden, origin, 
iv. 22a- - - » » » 

Medieval writerx, familiarity of with tbe 
Latin clas&ics, L 115. 
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Melboame, Lord, Ministry of dismissed, ix. 

Melville, Viscount, trite saying attributed to, 
V. 275— Diary of, vii. 259— intimacy with 
Lord Loughborough, 337 — education, 338 — 
trial of, V. 275; viii. 394; Ix. L ML 264— 
Ijord Advocate, viii 3? — pension list de- 
fended by, 39— ministerial intrigues con- 
ducted by, 110— confidence of Pitt in, 147- 
165 — War Minister, 157 — laconic reply of 
George III. to, 170 — letter to from Lord 
lx)ughborf)ngh, 178 — concerts Catholic 
emancipation, 170. LSD — resigns office, 
186 — memorable advice to ministers, x. 
2115. 

Merton Abbey, a Becket educated in, L 
— famous Parliament held at, 119 — 
statutes enacted by for enclosing lands, 
111. 

Merton, Walter de, Chancellor, L 132— in- 
come, founds a college at Oxford, 133, I t 4 

— impris<jne«l and removed from office, 
134 — again Chancellor to Edward 143 

— extraordinary ability, epitaph on, 
145. 

JU^salliancp, royal, doctrine of, never recog- 
nized in Knglanil, L 

Mcxborougl), Countess of, biographical notice 
of, ix. 12SL 

ileyrick. Sir G., joins the rebellion of Essex, 
ii. 322. 

Michell, Sir F„ "Justice Greedy" of Mas- 
singer, patents granted to, iil. 90 — im- 
peached, 101^ ma, 

Middlesex, Earl of, impeachment of, iii. 174 — 
punishment, 175. 

Middlesex, Sheriffs of, appointed under an 
ancient grant by the citizens of London, 
iv. 227. 

Midland Circuit, travelled formerly by one 

Judge, viii. 5i. 
Middleton, Richard de, an aspiring priest, 

appointed Chancellor, L 132. 
Milan Decn-e of Napoleon, effect of, ix. 23^ 
Military tenures abolished in reign of 

Charles IL, iv. 21a. 
Militia, establishment of, disliked by Geo. II., 

vi. 266— speech of Lord Hardwicke against, 

2fiL 

Milk Street, Cheapside, once a fashionable 
part of Ltmdon, il. a. 

Millar, Mr., treatise on the Civil Tjiw of Eng- 
land, x. 2.'^5. 

Milton, John, long imprisonment of, iv. 23a 
—bitter attack on by Lord Nottingham, 
211L 

Mlngay, Mr., roarse humour of, ix. 80. 

Minorca, entire loss of, vl. 263. 

Miracles supposed to be worked at the tomb 

of Thomas a Becket, L 87. 
Mirror of Justices, extracts from, L 2 — a 

wretched cunipilatlou, of the reign of 

Edward 11^ laS. 
Mohun, Ix)rd, tried and acquitted of murder, 

V. 93^ 99, 232— death of. 93. 
Moira, Earl, attack on IajM iMon, ix. 317— 

fails to form a ministry, 3ifl. 
Uoiscs, Rev. Mr., tutor of Lords Eldon, 



Stowell, and CoUingwood, anecdotes re- 
specting, ix. 116, 121. 124— memohr of. 111 

1fi4. 

Mompesson, Sir Giles, grant of monopolies 
to, iii. 90— impeached, 101^ 103. 

Monarchy, limited, form of government most 
suitable to the English, v. 12, 

Monasteries, suppression of, zeal of Chancel- 
lor Audley, ii. 89— letters on, 96— plunder 
obtained from dissipated, 121. 

Moncerit, Journal de, description of Duchess 
of York in. iv, 

Monk, Bishop, e.xtracts fh)m Life of Bentlev 
by. vi.21. 

Monk, General, created a Peer by Cromwell, 
iii. 370 — great influence of, Iv. 63 — dis- 
trusted by the Royalists, 64— unconditional 
restoration of the monarchy obtained by, £6 
—secret enmity towards Clarendon, 69 — 
offers to, by Charles II., before the Re- 
storation, IIL 

Monmouth, Duke of, banished, recalled, p<ipu- 
iarity. iv. 2(12 — landing and execution, 
33L, 

Monopolies, abuse and oppression of. iii. 44 — 
abolished by statute, 45 — abolished by Par- 
liament, uA)^ 104. 

Montagu, witty remark on "Evidences of 
Christianity" by Addison, v. ui. 

Montague (De la Pole), Lord, trial and execu- 
tion of, for alleged treason, il. 95. 

Montague, Sir E., Ch. Justice of Common 
Pleas, conduct respecting the will of Ed- 
ward VI., ii. IM. 

Montagu, Chief Justice, Lord Treasurer's 
place and peerage purcliasod by, iii. fii. 

Montague, Baron, a Commissioner of the 
Great Seal, vi. 20. 

Montague, Mr.,M.P., intimidation of Henry 
VIIL to, L 322. 

Montague, Mrs., literary assemblies of, vlil. 
233. 

Montague, Mr. B-isil, Q.C., conduct of Lord 
Bacon defended and applauded by, iiL 
i2. 

Montesquieu. President, correspondence with 
Cliarles Yorke, vii. 75. Ifi, 

Montferrat, Marquis de, murder of, attributed 
to Richard L I03. 

Montfort, Simon de, arbitrary and capricious 
acts of, L 131 — open rebellion of, 133 — Par- 
liament summoned by, 134— gains victory 
at lycwes, 135 — slain at Evesham, 137— 
writs and summonses to Parliament called 
by, recognised by House of Lords, 143. 

Montpellier, climate and society of, iv. 125. 

Montreuil, fruitless siege of, 11. 137. 

Montrose, Duke of, obnoxiwis statute forbid- 
ding use of the Highland garb repealed by, 
vi, 255. 

Moore's Life of Sheridan, viii. 360. 

Moots at the Inns of Court, objects and ad- 
vantages of, ii. 5i iv. 231 ; v, go. 

Morcar, J'^arl, a Saxon, efforts by, to remove 
the galling disabilities of the'Couqueror, L 
42. 

Mordannt, Lord, friendly warning by, to I»rd 
Shaftesbury, iv. 228. 
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More, Hannah, renuirks oa Lord Ersklne 
by, ix. 25- 

More, Margaret, affectionate and coorageoag 
conduct of, il. 65, £L 

More, Sir John, JosUce of tl>e King's Bench, a 
facetious Judge, li. 2 — a 'I rter of Petitions 
for Gascogny, 12 —death at age of ninety, 
36 — residence of, 143. 

More, Sir Tbomas, holds a situation in 
the office of Sheriffs of London, L 67 — 
description by, of Jane Shore, 350 — praises 
by, of Wolaey as a Judge, 396— educa- 
tion, il. 3 — early poems, 4 — dislike to 
Carthusian discipline, marriage. 1 — rapid 
progress in tlie law, a — Under Sheriff 
of London, a — opposes the Court mea- 
sures, 10— Latin poem on the accession 
of Henry Vlll., ib. — counsel for the 
Pope, 12 — Master of the Requests, and 
knighted, 13— second marriage, 14— Inti- 
macy with the King, 15— literary occupa- 
tions, 16— embassies, ib. — compulsory resi- 
dence at Calais, ife.— Speaker, 12— Chancel- 
lor of the Duchy of l^ncaster, 20— literary 
reputation, 21— neutrality on the King's 
divorce, 22- Ambassador toCambray, 23— 
Chancellor, 25- love of Justice and jesting, 
33— impartiality, 34— criticisms on Com- 
mon Law Judges, 35— arrears in court 
disposed of, father's blessing given 
daily, 36— simplicity of habita, tb.— per- 
plexities with regard to Rome, 41— scene 
with the King respecting the divorce, 43 — 
cheerful resignation of Great Seal, i6.— 
letter to Archbishop Warham, 46— to 
Erasmus, t6.— refuses to attend coronation 
of Anne Boleyn,t6.— charged with bribery, 
48— and treason, 49— fimmess, 50 — discharg- 
ed, 62 — summon<Hi before Commissioners, 
63 - solemn departure from home, 54 — re- 
fusing the oath, is sent to Tower, 53— inter- 
view with his daughter and wife, 56 — 
attainted, 67— infamous conduct of Rich, 
68— trial, 69— defence, tb.— peijury of 
Rich, 61— forms observed l)efore sentence, 
63 — sentenced, 64— speech to the Judges, 
ib. — affectiiig interview with his daughter, 
66— last letter, tb.— Jests, 67 — death, ib.— 
head stolen by his daughter, tb.— barbarous 
conduct of Henry to his family. 68— gene- 
ral horror produced by his munler, ib.— per- 
son, lA.— character, 69— histories by, lO-l — 
epigrams, ib.—" Utopia," 72 — enlightened 
views on criminal law, 73— on the law of 
forfeiture, tb.— on religious toleration. 74 — 
oratory, 75— wit and humour, ib. — practi- 
cal jokes, 76 — compared wiili his imme- 
diate successors, 77— distinguished for ge- 
nius, learning, patriotism, and integrity, 

Morgan, Lady, notice of Lord Erskine by, 
ix. 2L 

Morland, Samuel, an excellent teacher, anxi- 
ous kiuduesa to Lord Hardwicke, vi. 169. 

161. 

Morley, R. de. controversy of, with Lord 
Unrhel, respecting armorial bearings, L 



Morley, Lord, trial and conviction for man- 
slaughter, iv. 243. 

Mor])hew, treatment of, by Chief Justice 
Parker, vi. LL 

Morris, tidward, made a Master In Chancery, 
ix. 11 — appointment censured, 15. 

Morris v. Levies, important Judgment in, tx. 
ifi. 

Mortmain statutes, clerical plan for evading, 

Mortimer, Sir Ralph, a prisoner at BanntKk- 
bum, L 172— paramour of v^ueen Isiibella, 
ISM — enjoys a sort of dictatorship, IM 
— seized at Nottingham and executed, 
JLSSs 

Morton, Cardinal, parentage, L 355— a zealous 
I^ncastrian, 356 — Bisliop of Ely, and ex- 
ecutor to Edward IV., ib.— attainted by 
Richard III.. 357— exile, 358— Chancellor 
to Henry VIL, ib.— important statutes 
passed by, 359— modes adopted by, for 
raising supplies, 361 — character, 362— Sir 
T. More page to. ii. 3 — suppos«Kl to have 
furnished materials for the History of 
Mward V. and Richard IlL, 30— charac- 
ter of, by Sir Thomas More, ii. 3^ 

Morville, Hugh de, Knt, Joins in the assassi- 
nation of a Bocket, L 84^ 8L 

Moscley's Reports, opinions respecting value 
of, vi. as. 

Motherill, Rex v., trial of, viil. 233. 

Muir, harsh sentence on, vii. 273; viii. 143-5— 
monument to, vii. 212L 

Mulgrave, Lord, speech against Irish Peers 
being allowed to sit in House of Commons, 
viii. no. 

Municipal Reform Act passed, x. 197. 
Murders, legal, frequency of, under ilie Tudor 

monarchs, L 399— tlie most diingeroiis 

species of, ii. 127— appeal of, abollAhed by 

statute, V. 23^; ix 386. 
Murray, Ix)rd George, pardon granted to, 

vi. IfiL 

Murray of Brougbton, treacherous conduct 
of, V. 401. 

Musical instruments used for recreation 
during the Tudc^r dynasty, li. 13, 

Mutiny Bill of 1718, debate respecting, v. 
aifi. 

Mutiny in English fleet, viii. 151- 
Myddleton b. Lord Kenyon, judgment in, viii. 

Myhvard, Richard, curious punishment in- 
flicted on, by Lord EUesmere, vi. 319. 



N. 

Names, double, formerly unknown in Eng- 
land, iv. 1 fi.<- 

Nando's Coffee-hou«e, celebrity of, vii. 165. 

Nantes, Edict of, injurious consequences to 
France ftx>m the revocation, v. 33fl. 

Napoleon I^ return from Elba, L 332 — re- 
ception of English senators by. during peace 
of Amiens, yiii. 363 — prosecutes IVltler, 
366— British 8ubject£ detained by, 367 — 
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Berlin and Milan Decrees of, Ix. 285— seizure 
of Danish Fleet by forestalled. 286— discus- 
sion respecUng detention of, after Waterli>o. 
311, 

Naseby, fatal battle of, iii. 3Mi 1^- 

Nash, Mr., architect. Regent Street designed 
by, ix. 359— attempts to bring Romilly to 
Carlton House, 3fillx 

Navarre, Theobald, King of. a poet, Queen 
Eleanor feasted by, L liL 

Ne exeat Regno, writ issuable by the Chan- 
cellor, L 12 -first Issued temp. James Lt 

Neal, Sir P., anecdote of, by Roger North, 

Necker, M., views of, towards England, via. 
\2l. 

Nelson, panegyric on Lord Nottingham, iv. 
276. 

Nelson, Admiral lx)rd, letter to Lord Lough- 
borough, v iii. 213, . , , ^. ... 
Neutrals, belligerent nght of searchmg, vili. 

Nevil, Baron, removed for refusing to uphold 
the dispensing power, iv. 422. 

Neville, George, Bishop of Exeter. Chancellor, 
i. 315— to Bdward IV., 327— dismissed, 322 
— treasonable proccfniings, imprisonment, 
death, 330, . . 

Neville, Lord, handsome gift to Cathedral of 
Durham, L lilS, 

Neville, Ralph de, takes part with King 
John, L 112— famous tine paid by wife of, 
t6 —Vice-Chancellor. 114— Bishop of Chi- 
chester, 116— Chancellor, 117— Chancellor 
of Ireland for life, ib.— Bishop of Winches- 
ter, 118— Great Seal forcibly taken from, 
«),— restored to office. 119— di ath. cha- 
racter, ib. 

New College. Oxford, founded. L 

New Year Gifts to the Chuncellors, great 
abuse of, v. 251— abolished by Lord Cow- 
per, 252. 

NcNvark Castle, built by Alexander, Bishop 

of Lincoln, L iiL 
Newburn, disastrous rout at. ill. 2filL 
Newbury, William of, date of poems by 

Newcastle, Duke of, character by Walpole, 
vi. 223— alarm expressed by, at the refor- 
mation of the Calendar, 259— becomes 
Prime Minister, 264- incompetency as a 
debater, 265— incapacity and unpopularity 
of, 268— resigns, 2fia— ejected by Jjord Bute, 

Newcombe, Dr., excellent private school con- 
ducted by, vii. 51, 
Newspaper editing, degraded sUte of. viU. 

m. 

Newspapers, statutable regulation of, ix. 20^ 

Newton, Bishop, anecdotes of Lord Northing- 
ton related by, vl. 309, 31Q, 

Newton, Sir Isaac, letter to, from Lord Cow- 
per, V. 2M, 

Nicholls's Recollections, vil. 2fi3L 

North, Lord, ability in debate, vil. 185^ 193— 
prophecy as u> Ix>rd Thurlow, 267 — on the 
American war, 397. 



Nigel. Bishop of Ely, Chancellor to Henry IL, 
L fll. 

Nisi Prius sittings after dinner, when 

abolished, v. 2M± 
Nithlsdale, Lord, memorable escapo of, v. 

Noblesse of France, hatred entertained to- 
wards, iii. 2IlL 
Non-Conformists, legislative measures against, 

IV.2AL. 

Norbury, George, work by, on the Abuses and 

Remedies of Chancery, i, 11, 

Norfolk Circuit, eminent Judges connected 
with, Iv. 2«6 — travelled formerly by one 
Judge, viii. 5i. 

Norfolk, l>uchess of, Imprisoned and ftned for 
not disclosing the ante-nuptlal errors of 
Catherine Howard, ii. io«- 

Norfolk, Duke of. Prime Minister to Henry 
Vlll., L 422 ; il. 43^ 62, 58,91^ 103.110, 117, 
125, 147. 174. 179. 183— executed for aiding 
tEe Queen of Scots, ?29, 2;^ 241— (Uth) 
electioneering proceedings of, temp. George 
III., ix. IM, 

Norfolk, Duke, 12. Germaine, memorable ac- 
tion of. v. ?i lil2- 

Norliam, Sc4)tti6h Parliament held at, L 

Norman C<»nque8l, History oT.—Su Thierry. 

Normandy, fashions introduced into England 
by Edward the Confessor, L 35 — intricate 
feudal law supersedes the Saxon tenures, 
38 — English expelled from in the reign of 
John, 108 — language of, original dialect of 
English law, iii. ; viii. &SL 

Norris, Sir H»*nry, delicate attention of, to 
Wolscy, L 417, 420— executed, Ii. 21L 

North, the. Council of, unconstitutional pro- 
ceedings of. iv. 13. 

North Britun, No. XLV., vl. 3fiti-37Q. 

North, Chief Justice, proceedings instituted 
against, by l^ord Shaftesbury, iv. 212 — a 
devoted tool to the Ministers of Charles IL^ 
224 — royal declaration framed by, v. 65. 

North, Edward, Serjeant-at-Law, created a 
peer by Henry Vlll., Iv. 2aQ» 

North, Lord, forced resignation of, vll. ISj, 
vili. 73 — unpopular coaliti(»n with Fox, 
vil. 25_i viii. 75 — state of parties daring 
mlDistry of, vlll. 58 — in retirement, 77. 

North. Roger, anecdotes of Ix)rd Keeper 
Bridgman, iv. 146, 152— of J>ord Shaftes- 
bury, 177, 234— of Lord Nottingham, 270. 
274— Lives by, 337— anectlotes of Maynard, 
v. 4. 31— of I.-ord Trevor, iOu 

North, Sir Dudley, a Sheriff of MiddleMx, iv. 

■^08. 

North. Sir Edward, secretary and executor to 
Lord Audley, L 110— letter from to Sir 
Anthony Denny, 111— demands the Great 
Seal from Lord Wrlothesley by order of the 
Council, ii. 132, 

Northampton. Great Council held at. by 
Henry II., L 76— Parliament at, temp, 
Richard IL, 213— battle at gained by Ed> 
ward IV., 312. 

Northern Circuit, eminent counsel of, x. 99; 
viL 384 — anecdotes of, ix. 151, 180-2 — 
dinner by to Lord Eldon, x. &a 
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Nortbey, Sir Edward, character aa a lawyer 
Dy Lord Cowper, v. 236. 

Northington, t^rl of, parentage, vi. 305 — 
education at Westminster and Oxford. 2Q1 
— at the Inner Temple, 308— joins VVt-s tern 
Circuit, 309— marriage, 310 — Recorder and 
M.P. for Batb, 311— Solicitor-General to 
Prince of Wales, 312— Attorney-General to 
the King, m — Lord Keeper, 276, 315 — 
conduct as an Equity Judge, 317 — ^Judg- 
ments, 319-21— created a IVer, 322— Lord 
High Steward on trial of Earl Ferrers, 32^ 
— Lord Chancellor, 325— created an Earl 
and Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, 326 — 
presides on trial of Lord Byron, 327— in- 
sulting spefch on the American Stamp Act, 
330 — Ministerial intrigues by, 331-4 — 
tenders resifrnation, aSA — rxirresptmdence 
with Lord Chatham, 335 — I^sident of the 
Council, 338. 378 — Parliamentary failures, 
3Mt — desirous of retiring. ML — resigns, 

346 — consulted by Premier, 346 — death, 
^ character, 347— fond of boisterous mirth 

and coarse Jocularity, 3-19— personal ap- 
pearance, family, descendants, dltiL 

Northumberland, Earl of, WoUey arrested 
by, L 426— suspicious death of, in the 
Tower, ii. 290. 

Northumberland, Earl of. Interference by, on 
behalf of Charles L, iii. aifi. 

l^orton, Sir Fletcher. Solicitor-General, vi. 
401 — Speaker of House of Commons, vii- 
18 — uncourteous conduct as Attorney- 
General, 85 — qualifications for an Equity 
Judge, 97— claims the office of Chief Jus- 
tice, Tiii. 39 — arrogance when counsel. 
116— created a Peer by the Rockingham 
Whigd, 19 — remark on Lord liathursl's ap- 
pointment aH Chancellor, 132 — famous 
speech to George 111., 186 — leader on the 
Northern Circuit, 3H4. 

Norwich, Bishop of (Bathurst), removal of 
Catholic disabilities supported by, Ix. 32L 

KottiTigbam. royal Castle of. taken by I^ince 
John, L 'J9^ 

Nottingham, Ivord Chancellor, " Father of 
Equity," parentage, iv. 236 — extraordinary 
proficiency as a legal student, 23":— retired 
life during Commonwealth, 2^ — made 
Solicitor-General and a Baronet in 1660, ib. 
— trial of regicides conducted by, 240 — re- 
presents Oxford University, 241— distin- 
guLsbed oratory, 211 — Attorney-General, 
243— Lord Chancellor, 245 — created a Peer, 

347 — labours and brilliant success of Judicial 
career, 248— Chancery treatises, 249— pure 
reputation as Judge, not as Statesman, 
251 — Passive Obedience Bill strenuously 
supported by, 253 — a dupe of Popish Plot, 
255 — fanaticism or rascality in Lord Staf- 
ford's case, 257— conduct on the impeach- 
ment of Lord Danby, 259— seeming cor- 
diality and quarrel with Shaftesbury, 2fil 
— imeasincss and manoeuvres of, 262— 
advice on the impeachment of Fifzharris, 
263 — conduct on the trial of Lord Pem- 
broke. 264 — of Lord Comwallis, 265- inde- 
fensible conduct of^ ib.— severe illness and 



death. 2fifi-character, 267— Imperfect re- 
cord of his career. 268— judgments reviewed, 
269— author of Statute of Frauds, 271 — 
leaniing patronised by. 272 - laudable ex- 
ercise of Church patronage by, 273— a be- 
liever in astrology, &c., 274— censured by 
Burnet, praised by Duke Wharton, 275 — 
panegyric by Nelson. 276— descendants, 
211— changes in the law during the Chan- 
cellorship of, 212 — character by Lord 
Ke<'per Bridmimn, 152. 

Novum Orgauura, comprehensive view of, 
by the author, iii. 96— popularity of among 
foreigners, aiL 

Noy, a flaming patriot, iii. 187— Attorney- 
General, 189— famous scheme of Ship 
Money framed by. 222 ; v. 4— character of 
by Jjord Clarendon, ill. 252— a most learned 
man. 276— death, 277— long illness, 278 — 
—drollery, 330— MS. cases of, iv. 249. 

Nimeguen, treaty of, result obtained by, Iv. 
196. 

Nursery rhymes of Scotland, vil. 



o. 

Gates, Titus, trial and conviction of, iv. 373; 
V. 2L 

Oath of office taken by the Chancellor, L 19— 
by the sons of the Sovereign, ceremonies 
observed in House of Peers, 25 — of allegi- 
ance sufficient to qualify for civil service, 
X. 57 — of allegiance on the death of a 
married king. 142 — of coronation, advice ou 
of Lord Kenyon, viii. 172 — of Lord Lough- 
bough, 173— of George IlL, 174_iix. 11— 
of Lord Eldon, viii. 172 : x. 2tL 

Oatlands, incidents of a fgte given at, fx. 31 
— verses written at, by Ix>rd Erskine, 8fl. 

Oblivion and Indemnity, Bill for, passed, iv. 
23. 

Ockland, praises on Sir C. Hat ton by, Ii. 293. 

O'Coigley. conviction for treasonable prac- 
tices, ix. 207^ 2ii 

O'Connell, D., elected for Clare, x. IIA — 
decision of House of Lords In favour of, 

191. 

O'Connor, Arthur, trial of, viiL 340 ; Ix. 20fi 
— rescued, 3il— treasonable practices, iifil. 

"Octroyer," nioaning of, L 212, 

Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, uterine brother of 
William lu a Chief Justiciar, L 37 — cause 
tried between, and Lanfranc, on Penenden 
Heath, touching estates in Kent, 3S. 

Offa, King of the Mercians, Chancellor ap- 
pointed by, L 29- 

Offord, Andrew de, erroneously included In 
the list of Lord Keepers by Mr. Hardy, L 
21L 

Oflbrd, John de, Dean of Lincoln, noble pa- 
rentage. Chancellor, L 216 — untimely death. 

217. 

Oglethorpe, Bishop of Carlisle, Qneen Eliza- 
beth crowned by, 11. 2113- 
O Keefe, sketch of Lord Tburlow by, vli. 

21^ 
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Old Saram, deaciipUon of by William of 

Malmesbury, L 42 — seo removed to from 
Sherborne, ib. — Home Tooke elected for, vii. 

Oldmixon, agonizing alarms and death of 

Jeflfreys witnessed by, iv. 410,414 — defence 

by, of ImtA Macclesfield, vl. la. 
Olerou, Laws of, foundation of the maritime 

Jurisprudence of modem Kurope, a code 

compiled in the reign of Richard L, L LUfi. 
Oliver, Chief Justice of Massachusetts, letters 

from, viii. 15— integrity and learning, VL. 
Omychund v. Barker, principle established 

by decision in, vi. 21HL 
Onions v. Tyrer, decision of Lord Cowper v , 

V. 2afi. 

OnsloWs f Denzil) Case, v. &L 

Onslow, Sir Uidiard, choeen Speaker in 1708, 

vi. 75. 

Onslow, Speaker in the reign of Elizabeth. U. 

224. 

Onslow, Arthur, Speaker, curious additions 

to Burnet's History by, v. 175—011 inutility 

of parliamentary oaths, 332. 
Opcra-houses, legal decisions respecting, vii. 

ma- 
Orange, Pdncess ot angry feeling displayed 

by, on the marriage of the Duke of York, 

Iv. 80— sudden death of, 82. 
Orderictts Vitali^, extracts from History by, L 

Ordinance made in 1443 rpspt-cling the affix- 
ing of the Ureal Seal by the Chancellor, L 
20. 

Ordinances published by Lord Coventry, lii. 
240 — Self*aenying. promoted by Cromwell, 

324. 

Orleans dynasty deposed, li. 362. 

Orltun, Adam de, Bishop of Hereford, sides 
with Qiu-en Isabella ugstinst the King, L ilH 
— l*rolocuior of the Parliament, 180— acts 
as Chancellor, 181— Bishop of Winchester, 
220. 

Ormond, Duke of, eulogistic diaracter of, v. 

6a— impeached, 298 — secret order to, 299. 
Orphans Bill, corrupt conduct of Speaker 

Trevor respecting, v. 4.S. 
Osgodi'by, Master of the Kolls, Keeper of the 

Great Seal, L IM. 
Osmond, second Cbanoellor to William 1^ 

regard of for learning, and love of sacred 

music, L 40. 
Otway, indecent attacks by, on Lord Shaftes- 

bury, iv. 234. 
Overbury, Sir Thomas, occurrences connected 

with the murder of, ii. 366 — prosecutiou 

and conviction of murderers of, ill- 13. 
Owen, Sir John, a violent and covetous officer, 

surprises Conway Castle, lii. 199— revenge 

shown towards, 200. 
Otven, Sir John, M.F., amusing anecdote of, 

vii. 4113. 

Oxendeu, Sir Oeorge, immediate impeach- 
ment of Lord Macclesfield moved oy, vi. 
34. 

Dxenstiem, Chancellor, celebrity of, iv. 251. 
Dxford, Council of Bishops convened at, i. 



— Convention of Estates at,. 53 — famous 
Provisions of, 131— Merton College at, 
fnunded, 133. 144 — l^rovisions of, abrogated, 
131 — re-confirmed, ib. — declared null, 135 — 
parliament held at, iii. 198 ; iv. 28^ 219 ; v. 
18 — tumultuous proceedings, iv. 214 — terms 
on the surrender of, iii. 310— declares against 
James IL, v. 225— University, servile adu- 
lation of Wolsey, L 391— Latin addresses 
from, to Henry VIIL, ii. 21— attempt to 
cbUblish Popery in, iv, 397— union with 
Scotland distasteful to, v. 162 — Ix>rd Gren- 
viUe elected Chancellor of, ix. 300 — Eldon 
Law Scholarship founded in, x. 135 — Duke 
of Wellington installed Chancellor, 186— Sir 
R. Peel rejected by, m. 

Oxford Circuit, eminent counsel on. iii. 330. 
337; V. 31i vi. 13U ; vii. 122; vlii. 273, 
335— anewlotes of, iii. 356; v. 29, 31_i Ix. 
160— a man hanged on by mistuKe^SM^ 

Oxford, Countess of, literary party given by 
in 1801. vii. inA. 

Oxford, Earl of (De Vere), Chief Justiciar, L 
49 — |>artiality of (^een Elizabeth for, ii, 
262. 264 — discarded, 267— <Kol>ert Harley), 
envious of Somers, v. 12S— parliamentary 
privilege maintained by, 154 — renounces 
the Whig party, 169~political dinner par- 
ties by, 259— friendly letter to Lord Cow- 
per, 264— retires from office, 26r— overtmrea 
to Lord Cowper, 275— stabbed and created 
a peer, 380— political propensities, 384 — 
anxious for a Protestant succession, 3»5— 
deserted by bis colleagues, 391 — impeached, 
298— fall, 392 — no treasonable act charged 
against, 299— speech by, 3U0— committed 
to the Tower, tb.— trial and acquittal, au 
—popularity, tribute of applause from 
Pope, 312— oppressive nattire of prosecu- 
tion, vi. IL. 

Oxford, John of, a spy on the proceedings of 

a Becket, il. «2. 
Oysters, witticism of Lord Erskioe, ix, 3iL 



P 

Padoa, University of, opinion expressed by. 

on the marriage of Henry VIIL and lufc- 

therine, ii. 40. 
l^e, J ustlce, an ignorant and presumptuous 

Judge, vi, 184. 
Paget, cruel sentence passed on, il. 269. 
Paine, blasphemoas works by, proeecutioos to 

suppress, viii. 296. 222. 
Pains and Penalties Bill introduced, x. 11— 

debated, withdrawn, 16-20. 
Palliser, Sir accusations by, against Lord 

Keppel, viii. 250 — burnt in efflgy, 252. 
Palmer, Mr., acts with Rich and Southwell in 

depriving Sir T. More of his books, ii. SB- 
evidence on the trial of Sir T. More, 62. 
PaUner, Rev. T. Fyshe, transported by Court 

of Justiciary, viii. lA5u 
Palmer, Sir J., Attorney-General, an eminent 

conveyancer, iv. 4— conduct during the 
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CoiDinon wealth, 69— Attorney-General, Ifl 
—high reputation of, 169 — infirm health at 
Rc8toralion,2aii- death of, 243 — Attorney- 
General to Charles II.. 2aiL 

Pondulph, the Pone's Legate, Charter obtained 
by from King John, L lllL 

I'anmure, Lord, facetious note from, vlil. 2ciSL 

Par, Queen Catherine, marriage with Henry 
VI IL, ii. 108— favours tho Reformation, 
115. 119— impeachment ordered against, 
121 — saved by Judicious conversation, 122 
— hasty fourth marriage, 149. 

Paradise Lost made known to the £D(;Usb 
public by Ix>rd Somers, v. H9. 

Paraphernalia, important Judgment of liord 
Macclesfield respecting, vi. 25. 

Paris, polite acquirements taught in the 
schools of, during the .\orman period, L 51 
—massacres in, vlli. 113, IM. 

Park, Justice J. Allan, intimacy with Lord 
Mansfield, vii. 272— Jocose verses on, Lx. 
86. 

Parkyns. Sir William, trial and execution of, 
V. 222. 

Parliament, jurisdiction of hearing causes 
exercised by, L 7— at Merton Abbey, 119— 
remonstrance by on the conduct of the 
Chancellor and Judges, 122— the " Mad," 
131 — of Acton Burnel, 148— mode of paying 
members of, 231— the " Good " called, 222 
—William of Wlcklmm illegally punished 
by, 234—" I^k Learning,'^ 271— of Ox- 
ford, iii. 198 ; iv. 28, 219j v. 18 — hours 
for business of in the 14th century, L 221 
— temp. Charles 1^ iv. 18 — of Bats, 291— 
duration of at common law, 338— refuses 
the exorbitant subsidy demanded by 
Wolsey, ii. 12 wish of for a religious re- 
formation, 81— sympathy of with Queen 
Catherine, 82— usage respecting reading of 
bills, 90 — reluctance of the Stuarts to gam- 
mon, 365 — re-assembly of the •• Long," iii. 
376— its termination, 387— Convention, an 
illegal assembly, it. — evils arising from 
abrupt dissolutions of, iv. 10, 16 — " remon- 
strance " passed by in 1641, 19 — definition 
of, v. 25 — secession from attendance to 
duties in, ui^ustitiable, vii. 7— right of to 
elect a Regent considered, ix. 183 — reform 
of proposed by Mr. Grey, viiL 20.3 -by 
Erskine. 294— by Duke of Richmond, 311 
—by Mr. Pitt, 77— sweeping measure of 
Earl Grey, x. 146 debates on, 144-176— 
early practice of petitioning, L3fil* 

Parliamentary privilege, cases of, ii. 19^ 204 ; 
iiL 103— cases relating to, iv. 144 ; v. I6j 
VL 294 ; viil. 23| ix. 23, 304— «arUe8t case 
of, i. 303, 323. 

Pftmell, complaint by against Sir T. More for 
bribery, ii. 4!i, 

Pamell, Sir IL, memorable motion in 1830 
carried, x. 145. 

Pamynge, Sir Robert, Chief Justice of Eng- 
land, common lawyer, Chancellor, L 211 — 
sodden death, 213. 

P»rr, Dr., notice of Lord Thurlow by, vii. 
325— eulogy on the Armata, ix. 36 — anec- 



dotes of, 70t 207— last letter of Lord Erskine 

to, 69. 

Parties, High and Ix)w Church, feuds between 
v. 249-51— an impartial history of, by Lord 
Cowper, 223. 

Parvise at St. Paul's, place resorted to by 
Sergeants-at-Law and Councillors for meet- 
ing their clients, L 143. — described by 
Chaucer, iii. 310. 

Pascal, Pope, definition of Priests by, L 47. 

Passive Obedience Test Bill proposed by 
Ministers of Cliarlea 11^ iv. 186, 253— 
passed, ib. 

Passport system established in England 

for aliens, viii. 112. 
Patentii for useless schemes ridiculed, iii. 

251. 252. 

Patteson, Rt. Hon. .Sir J., educated at King's 
College, Cambridge. L 337 -notes by, to 
Saunders's Rep<jrts, the best exposition of 
the Common Law, 142. 

I'attison, fool to Sir T. More, transferred 
to the Lord Mayors of London, ii. Ah. 

I'aty's Case, v. 210. 

Paul, Encyclopedia of French History by. 

extracts from, L ^ 
Paul III. (Pope), fatal present from, to Bishop 

Fisher, ii. Sa. 
Paulet, Sir A., puts Wolsey in the stocks, L 

379— punishment inflicted on, 380— Engiiab 

Minister at I'aris, iii. 6, L. 
Payne, Lady, memorable couplet addressed 

to, by Lord Erskine, ix. 87. 
Payne, J. W., correspondence with Ijord 

Ix>ughboroug^ during first illness of George 

III., vlli. 83-7. 
Peacham, atrocious prosecution of, ill. 63 — 

torture inflicted on, 65. 
Peacock. Bishop of Chichester, punishment 

of, for heterodoxy, L311. 
Pearce, Alice, ascendency of, over Edward 

III., L 233 — ordinance against. 234 — in- 
fluence with the King, 235— bani<ihed, 232. 
Pearce, Z., made Bishop of Rochester, vi. 5fi. 
Pecquigni, peace of, L 33J1* 
Pedigree causes, evidence admitted in, viii. 

389: ix. 4^ 

PeelTslr R^ (first Baronet.) Free Trade with 
Ireland opposed by, vii. 22± 

, (the PVime Minister,) constitutional doc- 
trines laid down by, ix. 284— Secretary for 
Ireland, 351— for the Hume Department, 
X. 30 — on Lord Kklon as an Equity Judge, 
44 — Dissenters' Chapel Bill passed by, 67 ; 
reforms the Criminal Law, 73, 96 — corre- 
npondence with Ijord Eldon, 68, 80 — pro- 
phecy of Lord Eldon respecting. 96 — 
rivalry with Canning, 87^ 90— valedictory 
harangue, 95 — again Secretary of State, loi 
— Catholic Emancipation Bill intnxluced 
by, 121 — Reeled from representation of 
Oxford, 123— Prime Minister, 194, 

Peerage, inconsiderate proposition of creating 
for life.L 27 — privileges of, asserted to Ed- 
ward III., 207— privilege of, abolished, ii. 
169— course of making out patent of. v. 
109— Bill of Lord Sunderland. 330 ; vi. Ust 
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—enervating inflnence of herediUry, vii. 
143 — power of the Crown to grant a life, 
considered, x. 211. 

Peers, arrangemente for the trial of, in charges 
of treason or felony, L 15j vi. 35, 47— 
spiritual, right of sitting in Parliament 
originally forced on, 75 — lists of lay and 
spiritual, summoned to the early parlia- 
ments, 120 — early mode of signing, iL 21A. 
—rights and privileges when created, iii. 
283— House of. summoned by Cromwell, 
370; Iv. 165— recognition of, refused by the 
Commons, iiL 371— interference of, at elec- 
tions, vL 170— created in one day, v. 179. 
330— creation of, by Statute, unconstitu- 
tional, vii. 39 ; vllL 99 — consent of William 
IV. to create, for carrying the Reform Bill, 
X. 172— improvident creation of Legal, cen- 
sured, vi. 210; Ix. 385; X. 21L 

Pelham. Henry. Prime Minister, character 
and qualificalious, vi. 231— sudiden death, 
2M. 

Pellew, Dean, Memoirs of LordSidmouth by, 
vill. 2fia. 

Pcmberton, Chief Justice, imprisoned for 
breach of privilege, iv. 189— a devoted tool 
to the Ministry of Charles II., 313— 
facetiotis boast of, 250— mild conduct on 
trial of Lord Russell, ML 

Pembroke, Earl of, versatile behaviour of, 
under the different monarchs of the 
Tudor dynasty, ii. 141— speech by, at a 
lx)rd Mayor 8 "dinner, iii. 354— trial of, for 
murder, iv. 264 — argument on the Abdi- 
cation Conference, v. 21^ 

Pembrftke (Mareschal), Earl of, Protector of 
the Kln^om, L 112. 

Penal code, severity of, objected to by Sir 
T. More, ii. 72— by Romilly and Mackin- 
tosh, 73— debates on the relaxation of, ix. 
303. 327 ; X. 2fiL 

Penenden Heath, celebrated trial held on, 
before Godfrey, Chief Justiciar. L aa. 

Pengelly, Seijeant, Immediate impeachment 
of Lord Macclesfield moved by, vi. 34— 
bitter conduct towards Lord Alacclesfiekl, 
169. 

Pensam, Mr., anecdotes of Erskine related 
by, vili. 241— of Lord Eldon, x. 3113. 

Pension List, abuses of, a subject for popular 
declamation during many years, viiL 38— 
remark of Colonel Barr^ on, 39. 

Pepys, S., description of the Duchess of York 
by, Iv. 79— of Lady Castlemainc, 107. 

Perceval. Right Hon. Spencer, proposal for 
granting Duchy of Lancaster to for life re- 
jecietl by parliament, ix. 17 — consulted by 
Princess of Wales, 272 — Catholic Eman- 
cipation opposed by, 274 — " The Book " 
edited .md printed by, 280 — Prime Minister, 
299— announccH the permanent incapacity 
of the KInt;, 333 — asRassinated, 38,312. 

Perigord. Comtede, v. Goulanger, decision in, 
viii. i2r). 

Perpetuities, admirable rule laid down hy 
Lord Northington respecting, vi. 320. 

Perrot, Sir John, trial and cunvlction of, 11. 
301. 314. 



Perrv, Rex v., famous trial of. viii. 301. 

Pemn, Baron, anecdote of, vi. 321. 
Pershore Abbey, Saxon charter to, still ex- 
tant, L 3iL 

Peterborough, Earl of^ thanks of Pftrliament 

voted to, V. 377. 

Peter's pence established in England for the 
benefit of the Pope by St. Swlthio, L 31— 
payment suspended by Henry ILi 78 — 
forbidden by statute, ii. S3. 

Petitioners, faction of the, iv. 303. 

Petitions of Right, the correct course of pro- 
cedure In, L 6j iii. 217jt 2i9j x. 53^ 

Petty-bag Office, its origin, L fi. 

Pheasant, Serjeant, pitiful conduct of, Iii. IM. 

Philip, a Chancellor of England in the wars 
of Stephen, L 55.^ 

Philip. King of France, charge of murder 
brought by, against Richard 1^ L 103. 

Philip 11. of Spain, marriage of, with Queen 
Mary, ii. 190 — unpopularity of the event, 

212 — hopes of, flattered by Qiieen Ellxab«th, 
222. 

Philips, Ambrose, complimentary verses to 

Ijfjrd Cowper by, v. 254, :uT. 
" Philobiblon," an interesting autobiography 

of Bury, Bishop of Durham, AJi. 1344, L 121 

—extracts from, 194-99. 
Phipps, Sir Constantine, Lord Chancellor of 

Ireluid, V. 309— counsel for Lord Winton, 

ib. 

Phonix, Sunday paper, it^unction filed 
against, respecting " The Book." ix. 2ai. 

Piccadilly in the reign of Charles I., iv. U, 

Ilnkney, Mr., American minister, ix. 28. 

Plgott, Sir A., enmity of Erskine to, viii. 212 
— Attomey-Qenend, address to Erskiue 
by, ix. IiL 

Pigott, Sir C, sarcastic speech by, on the 

Scots, ii. 3^ 
Pilkington and others, trial of, v. 12. 
Pillory, pnnislinieut of the, imposed in 

modem times, v. 365— abolished, ix. 3S8. 
Pindar, Peter, satirical verses by, on Thnrlow, 

vii. 327 — decision of Lord Eklon against, z. 
2fiS. 

Pitt, Rt. Hon. W., on Western Circuit, vii. 

213— deserts the Bar for politics, 219 — 
Prime Minister, ii. 10^ vii. 27^ 228 ; viiL 
267. 371 ; ix. 249— Parliamentary reform 
proposed by, vii. 213 — letter to Lord Ken- 
yon, 266 — enmity of Thurlow to, 261. 
263 — death, 290— remark on, 304 — policy 
towards Russia appnciated by posterity, 

viii. 107 — subsidies to Continental sove- 
reigns oppiucd by, 135 — authentic causes 
of dismi56al In 18UI, 171-185 — confidence 
reposed by, in Lords Grenville and Mel- 
ville, 147 — embarrassment, ib. — authorises 
the stoppage of cash payments, 155— par- 
liamentary influence, 16H — approves of lec- 
tures in Lincoln's Inn by Mackintosh, 167 — 
carries union with Ireland, 169— proposes 
Catholic Emancipation, 181— dreaded by 
Erskine, 265— attacked by Erskioe, 268 — 
India Bill of, 270— parliamentary reform 

a>posed by, 293— evidence on trial of 
ume Tooke, 324 — supercilious treatment 
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of Erekine, 264, 280— splendid speech on 
foreign politics, 331— talenU as a di-bator, 
365— incon8i«tencies, 333 — counsel in a 
libel cause, aid— last ministry, 371— thanks 
voted to by Parliament, 362— Adam Smith 
stodied by, ix. 35— last hours, 16— abilities 
as a speaker, 80 — mysterious abandonment 
of Hastings, 175 — Libel Bill supported by, 
189— policy of defended by Lord Eldon, 
334 — in oppoeition, 241 — letters to Lord 
Eldou, 245-1, 263 — letter on decease of Mr. 
Scott, 259— death, 260. 

Place Bill vetoed by William III., v. ISO. 

Plautagenet Kings, habit of consulting Par- 
liament on questions of peace or war, L 
190. 

Plato, description by, of a bappy nation, L 

aiL 

Player, Sir T., noted saying of, iv. 197. 
Pleader's Guide, by Anstey, quotations fh>m, 
ill. 374, 339; iv.299,343j 342 ; V. 306; vi. 

"Pleader's, Special, Tutor's pedigree, vii. ifii 
Plowden's Commentaries, a masterly compi- 
lation, ii. 31iL 
Plumer, Sir T., book in defence of Princess of 
Wales composed by, ix. 272— Attorney- 
General, 354 — Vlce-€hanc«Uor and Mtwter 
of the Rolls, 357— Judgments of high autho- 
rity, afia— counsel in Rex J2» Perry, viii. 
aai — for Lord Melville, Iia2 — excellent 
professional dinners given by, ill. 85j x. 

aoL 

Plunket, Archbishop, illegal execution of, iv. 
364. 

Plunket, Bill of Pains and Penalties against, 

vi. 

Plunket, Lord, speech in favour of ft-ancblse 

to English Catholics, x. 55. 
Plutarch's Lives, contribution of Lord Somers 

to an edition of, v. ga^ 
Poker Club established in Edinbarsfa. vii. a&2 ; 

in London, 379. 
Pole, Cardinal, hatred toward.s. by Henry 

VIIL, 11. 25 — Archbishop of Caiiterbury, 

192. 200. 

Pole, Sir M. de la, Chancellor,!. 347 — speech to 
Parliament, 248— accused of taking bribes 
and acquitted, created Earl of Suffolk. 349 — 
altercation with Bishop of Ely, 250 — pro- 
ceedings against him — removed. 2^1 — 
lmp«-achnient and defence, 252 — exile and 
death, 25a. 

Polito'scase, clever speech of Erskine in, ix. 

l\>lkemmet. Lord, made a Judge, vii. a:i2. 

Poll-tax, nature and unpopularity of, L 243. 

•^oUexfen, Chief Justice of C«immon Pleas, 
indefensible behaviour during the Bloody 
Assize, iv. 387— qualities as a Judge, v. 89— 
conduct on Ix)rd Preston's trial, 91— cha- 
racter of Lord Somers, Ifi. 

(*oUock, Chief Baron, conduct as Attorney- 
Genera], ix. 208 ; X. 99. 

•'olygamy sanctioned by Oriental nation*, re- 
jected by tlie Greeks, v. 3ii. 

i^Oor Law, the famous, of A3 Eliiabeth passed, 
ii. 331 - Act of 1834, X. IIL. 

70L. X. 



Pope, His Holiness the, diplomatic interooarse 
with, legalized by statute, iv. 393 — a ship 
belonging to, seized, temp. Henry Vlll.. 
and restored by decision of Star Chamber, 
il. 12 — Wolsey twice disappoliiad of being 
chosen, L 399. 400. 

Pope, Alex., verses on the Baldrick, L 41— 
tributA to Lord Oxford, v. 312 — a witness 
for Atterbury, 331 — error respecting I»e 
Foe, 365 — ooniplimentary verses on l^ords 
Cowper and Talbot, 341 — on the double 
tax levied from papists, 3^ — eulogy on 
Lord Talbot^ vL 155 — injunction against 
Curie, 202— lampoons, 319 — intimacy with 
Earl Bathurst, vii. 120. 

Pope, Sir Thomas, secretary and executor to 
Chancellor Audley. L 110 — letter from to 
Sir Anthony I)euuy, 111 — interview of, 
with Sir T. More, on the morning of his 
d«ath, ii. M. 

Popery, declamation of Lord Erskluc against 
errors of, ix. 15. 

Popham, Sir John, Chief Justice of England, 
reputation as a lawyer, ii. 256. 30'J— con- 
duct on trial of Raleigh, 311L 

Popish Plot, origin of, iv. 197— disgraceful 
trials for alleged complicity in, 200, 255 ; 
v. 17— popular fury respecting, iv. 3Ul. 

Porteus, Bisnop, encomium on Lord Erskine's 
exposition of revealed religion, vliL 3.38. 

Portland, Duke ot vacillating conduct in 
1792, vlli. 114— accepts offlre under Mr. 
IHtt, 118 letters to Lord Loughborough, 
154 — on the acquittal of W. Hastings, IM 
— Prime Minii^ter, age and incapacity, ix. 
386— resigns, 291— death. 299. 

Portsmouth, Jests on the localities of, viii. 
263. 

Post horses, when introduced, v. 212. 
Potter, translator of .if^Bchylus, promoted by 

LordThurlow, viL 2^ 
Pound, Mr., cruel sentence impoeed npon, 

ii. 3ZB. 

Powel, Mr. Justice, removed for Independent 

discbarge of duties, iv. 422— restored, 423— 

conduct on trial of the Bishops, v. 75— 

pension allowed to, vi. 114. 
Powis, Sir Thomas, Justice of ICing's Bench. 

a man of abilities — removal from oflice 

urged by Lord Cowper, v. 295. 
Powis, Justice Littleton, blameless character, 

V. 295 — lengthened services as Judge, vi. 

114— anecdotes of, 166, 1£L 
Powle, Henry, Master of the Rolls, sadden 

death, v. M. 
Pratt, Sir John, a Commissioner of the Great 

Seal, vi. 30— Chief Justice of England, aiL. 
I'reaching, formidable spread of tmlicensed, 

lii. 19X 

Prelates, not being noble in blood, triable 
for felony by a Jury, L 201. 

Presents, the ancient mode of remimerating 
Chancellors, L 31. 

Presbyterlanism voted by Parliament to be 
the established religion of England, iv. fiS 
— advocated by EarU of Manchester and 
Bedford. 68— crushed by Lord Clarendoo. 

2 c 



INDEX. QUO WARRAJrryj, 



386 PRESBrTERlANS. 



Fi Mbvterians and Independent, growing 
differences between, iii. ^Hih^ 

Press, dangers liable to accrue from an on- 
licensed, 105 — licentioiuoets oC in the 
reign of Queen Anne, 22X 

Preston. Ixrd. trial of, for treason, t. 89— 
pardoned, fil^ 

Pretender, the, thorough knowledge of Eng- 
lish possessed by, v. 2d0 — Act for attaint- 
ing sons of, vi. 216. 

Prire. Baron, opinion as to the ri^t of a 
father to regulate the txiucation of his chil- 
dren, vL li — well known integrity of, 

lYideaax, I>ean, patronised and encouraged 
by Lord Nottingham, iv. 272. 

Prideaox, large amount i>aid for the deliver* 
ance of, iv. 385. 

Pride's Purge, effect of, iiL 317 — causes lead- 
ing to, 312. 

Priestley, Dr., description of the bearing of 
the Massachusetts Petition at the Cockpit, 
vlil. UL 

Priests in orders disaualified to sit in the 

Houae of Commons, ix. ZiiL 
Primate of all Kngland. a title invented temp. 

Edward HI , L 
Printing, art of, introduced into England, t. 

345 — efforts to restrain in the 16th century, 

11. 205^ 

Prisoners, intemigation ot once allowed in 
Kngland, iL 239— accused of treason or 
felony, witnesses on behalf of, first allowed 
to be sworn, v. 215— Bill allowing defence 
by counsel opposed by all the Judges, ii. 
241 ; iv. 423 ; viii. 284— duties of counsel 
to. 225. 

Privilege, Parliamentary, warrant of commit- 
ment for breach of, settled by Lord Camp- 
bell, iv. 195— gross abuse of, v. 154— right 
of commitment for by Houses of Lords and 
Commons, 155— difficulty and desirability 
of defining by statute, 157. 245— Courts of 
Ijaw entitled to Judge if resolution on sub- 
ject of is within jurisdiction of the House, 
t6.— debate on, vii. 85— question ot, in 1771, 
viii. 6 — of the peerage. L '207. 

Privy Councillors app<)inte<i by the special 
command of the Sovereign, L LL 

Privy Council, Jndicial Committee of, esta- 
blished, z. IM. 

Probyn, Chief Baron, incompetency as Judge, 
vi. 184— counsel for Lord Macclesfield on 
his impeachment, 35. 

Proclamations, for Peace, ancient form of 
making, L 126— attempt by James L to 
alter the laws by, it 361— regulating trade 
illegally issued without sanction of Parlia- 
ment, iii. 22L 

Prolegomena of Lord Nottingham, iv. 249. 

l»rotectorate, changes in the law and adminls- 
tration of Justice under, iii. aaiL 

I^testant A89<x;iation riots, vilL 41. 257. 

Proto-Martyrs of the Reformed Cborch, ii. 
125. 

Provisions of Oxford passed by the Mad Par- 
liament, L laL 
Proxies in the House of Lords, origin oi; L 



1 73 — voting by, remarks on by Lord Camp- 
bell, ix. 164. 

Pryune, error in his work on the Great Seai 
corrected by Lord Campbell, L 144— pro- 
secution of, iii. 251— cruel sentence ln>- 
pos«-d on, 255 — famous treatise by, on the 
Great Seal, 319. 

Psalmody, ancient and modem, controversy 
respecting, vii. 355. 

Puckering. Jane, abduction and marriages of, 
ii. 30L 

lackering. Sir John, parentage, ii 298 — 
Speaker, 299 — urges the execution of the 
Queen of Scots, 300— prosecutes Secretary 
Davison, 301— made a Privy Councillor, 3fl2 
— Lord-Keeper, 303 — address by to Par- 
liament, 305— death, character, 

Puffendorf, opinion on letters of reprisal. L 

1x2. 

Pulman, Mr., researches by, at Heralds' Col- 
lege, 11. 166 — arms of Chancellors arrauged 
by, X. 313. 

Pulteney. conduct of, on the dismissal of Sir 

R. Walpole, vL 227— created an Earl. 228. 
Pulteney, Sir William, incidents in life of. vii. 

357. 371. 

Pulteney v. Tx>rd Darlington, important deci- 
sion in, vii. ISL 

Punishment, capital, commuted by pecuniary 
mulcts under the Norman dynasty, L 45. 

Purbetk's. Viscount, case, argument of Lord 
Shaftesbury in, iv. isa. 

Purchase, improper conviction of for treason, 
V. 271 — discreditable prosecution of, vf. 

Puritans, persecution of by Laud, iii. 22B. 

F*urveyance abolished, iv. 2I&, 

Pym, energy of, iii. 217— exile of prevented, 

223— committal of, 285— intrigue with Ijidy 

Carlisle, 2^ 
I'yx, proceedings at toe trial of the, L 16j x. 

2M. 



Q. 

Qnakera allowed to affirm, when witnesses, 
ri.2L 

Qualification, parliamentary, debate respect- 
ing. ▼. ILL 

Quebec, bonauest of, vi. 279. 

Queenhithe Wharf, excessive taxes claimed 
at, by Queen Kleanor, L 125, 126. 

Queen's Trial, important decisions in, on the 
Law of Evidence, x. 13— reflections on by 
Lord Campbell, 21. 

Queensberry. Duchess of, kindness to Thar« 
low, vii. 170. 

Queensberry. last Dake of, amusing descrip- 
tion by of a nonsuit at Nisi Prius, vi. 244 — 
facetious legal opinion given to by Erskine, 
IX. 32— leases, decision of House of Lords 
on, X. 261. 

Quevedo, facetious remark on fiddlers, viii 

33L 

Quo warranto filed by order of Henry VIIL 
to untaint h Becket, i. SiL 
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B. 

R*ck, punishment of, forbidden by common 

Iaw, ill. 222. 
RadcUffe, Charles, scandalous execution of, 

vl. 21L 

Rai^au Roll, purport of, vil. 33fi. 

Raikes, printer of Qtoucester, resolution of 
both Houses apaiiist, vi. 1 11. 

Railway Companies, statute for allowing com- 
peusatiun by action against, for negligently 
causing death, passed, vi. 363. 

Rainsfurd, Chi'-f Justice of England, deci- 
sion by, as to jurisdiction of the Judges in 
cases of parliamentary privilege, iv. 195. 

Raithby's edition of Vernon, famous dedica- 
tion in, 111. Ifi. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, partiality of the Queen 
for, iL 273— captain of gentlemen pen- 
sioners to Elizabeth, 286 — sarcastic speech 
on Bacon by, iil. 44 — trial of, 49 — disjrrace- 
ful execution of, 22— remarlcs on the talents 
of contemp<irarie8. 137. 

Ralph, description of Judge Jeffreys when a 
prisoner, iv. 410 — character of Lord Somers, 
V. iflS- 

Ramkissenseat v. Barker, important decision 
of Lord Hardwicktt in, vi. laa. 

Ranulphus, Chancellor to Henry L, hatred 
against, i. 52 — violent death of,53> 

" Ratting," parliamentary, system of change 
for mercenary motives, peculiar to ambiti- 
ous lawyers, iv. 16j vi. fi3» 

Rawleigh Redivivus, unqualified eulogy of 
Shaftesbury, iv. 17 L 

Rawley, chaplain and biographer of Lord 
Bacon, authentic anecdotes of Lord Bacon 
related by, iii. 5— quotations from, 112 et 
poisim. 

Rawllnson, Sir William, Seijeant, v. 2— Lord 
Commissioner of Great Seal, 26, 30. 36^ 41 
— renvived, 46— Chief Baron, liLL 

Raymond, Mr. Justice, witches hanged by, 
iv. 301. 

Raymond, Lord, a Commissioner of Great 
Seal, vi. 33— use of li^ngliah in law pro- 
ceedings opposed by, 120 — made Chief 
Justice of Lngland, 131^ ll^sudden death, 
i:{4-i>t2. 

Raymond, second Lord, case of, vi. 141. 

Reading, trial and sentence of, iv. 301. 

Readings at Inns of Court, decline of, v. 60. 

Real Property Commission issued under pre- 
sidency of Ixird Campbell, x. 119— altera- 
tions effected by, 175. 

Rebellion of 1715. events of, v. 202— trial of 
Peers engaged in, 305-9— of 1746. vi. 234 — 
battle of Culloden, 241— trial of rebel Peers, 
243— of Charles RadcUffe, 247— legifiiative 
measures from, 249 — not unnatural pro- 
ceedings, V. 316 ; vi. 243— (Great), History 
of, by Lord Clarendon, defects and value, 
iv. 133. 

Recoinage In reign of William III , v. 109. 
Record Commissioners, ancient documents 
discovered by, I. 7-9. 



Redeadale, Ix>rd, speech when Solicitor Geuc- 

ral on trial of Hardy, viii. ajii. 
Redgrave, visit to, by Queen Elizabeth, iL 

2311 

Reeves, John, History of Engli^ih Law by, 
143, 430— Improper prosecution of viii. 
32a; ix. 205^ 

Reeve, Zeph.. adventure and Intimacy with 
Lord Northlngton, vi. 309. 

lleform (Parliamentary), earliest recorded 
speech against, v. 42 — disadvantages to 
eminent Counsel and tlie State from, 
'lAH — deftjcts in statute of, vi. 268— 
hastened by French Revolution of ) 830, 
X. 144 — debates on, reported by Lord 
Eldon, 157. IM — written promise ex- 
acted from William IV. for securing, 173. 

Reforraatiou. English, authors of, actuated by 
stillish motives, ii. 69— struggles to obtain, 
124— progress, 129— excesses in Germany, 

Regency Bills, Royal assent to, L 20 — debates 

on, iii. 320; v. 311 ; vl 257 ; vii. 37, 4r, fid. 

245, 256; viii. 25^99; ix. 25. i«2. 30ri. 322 
1330, X. llL 
Regicides, trials of, iv. 76i 142. 
Reginald, Prior of Montague, Chancellor to 

Henry L 6L 
Reginald, Abbot of Walden, Chancellor in 

the reign of Stephen, L 55. 
Repster, Historical, extracts from, relating to 

Ix)rd Cowpcr, v. 317. 
Reigate Manor granted to Lord Somers, v. 

114. 115. 

Reinibaldus, Chancellor, L 35. 

" Remonstrance " passed by Parliament in 
1641, iv. ia» 

Reporters of decisions in Courts of Law ap- 
pointed with a salary, lit I36-— qualifica- 
tions necessary for, viii. 123. 

Representative system of England, earliest 
date of, i. 

Reprisal, letters of, considered a private 
remedy by Grotius.and Puffendorf, L 182 

Requests, Master of. Sir T. More made, by 
Henry Vlll., ii. LL 

Reresby's Memoirs, extracts from, iv. 372, 
425. 

Resi^tion Bonds declared Illegal, vii. 1&2. 

Retail dealers, parliamentary restriction on, 
in 1555, L 2. 

Retainers, special, professional rules respect- 
ing, viiL 212t 

Revenue, settlement of, on (Tharles IL, iv. 
13. 

Revolution of 1688, principles of responsible 
government established by, L 22 — facts 
which precipiuted, 305— in England 1649, 
and in France 1789, characterlitics of, iii. 
351, 395 — remarks on, viii. 136— of France. 
1830, remarks on, x. 144. 

Reynolds, Walter, tutor to Edward IL, L 
170— Chancellor, Archbishop of Canter- 
bmy, 171— aids Queen Isabella against the 
King, 112, 

Reynolds, Abbot of Sion, execution of, for 
refusing to take the oath of supremacy, ii. 
55. 
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IlbtQuceroti first seen in KuglaDd, iv. 
334. 

Rich, Lord, Solicitor-General, IL 58— Araud 
and perjury against Sir T. More, 59^ 61, 
><6— Speaker, 93, 145— fulsome praise of 
Henry VHI., 95— Infamous character, Lil 
—ancestry, 143— created an Engli&h Peer, 
146 — Chancellor, ill — arbitrary decrees 
by, 148— zeal against Popenr, 149 — 
promotes the legal murder of Lord Sey- 
mour, 151— deserts Somerset, 153 — visits 
I*rinces8 Mary, 155 — resigns o£Bce, 158 — 
death, desceudants, 

Richard incidents in reign of, L 14 — 
affianced when a child, 66— rash yet gene- 
rous disposition, 95 — embarks for the Cru- 
sades, 96— imprisonment of, ia Germany, 
102— crowned a second time, on his re* 
turn, 103 — accusation against, of murdering 
Marquis de Montferrat, 104 — inglorious 
death of at Cbalus, Iflfi. 
icbard IL^ jurisdiction of Chancellor in 
reign of, L 6^ 7— accession, 238 — ill-fated 
e.\peditlon to Ireland, 262— a prisoner, 263 
— reluctance to resign crown, 305 — 
renounces, 264— cruel treatment, 265 — 
death. 266. 

Richard 111., reception at Oxford, L 313— 
ctTortA to obtain the person of Henry VII., 

334. 

Richardson, merits as an author, viii. 234. 

Iltchmond, (Lennox) Duke of, retires from 
Lord Grey's Cabinet, x. 189 — parliamen- 
tary reform proposed by, viii. ILL 

Hichmond, (Stuart) Duke of, marriage with 
Is, belle Stuart, iv. 104, 

Ridley, Dr^ Prebendary of Gloucester, letters 
to, from Lord Eldon, ix. 276 ; x. 224 — in- 
timacy of Lord Campbell with, ib. 

Ridley, Mrs. letter on death of George III., 

Rigby. Mr., speech by, against Lord Keeper 

Pinch. Hi. 2fiL 
Right, Petitions of, course of proceeding in, 

L 5i iii. 217^ 249; x. 5a. 
Rings distributed by new Sergeants, ix. 

213. 

Riot Act passed in reign of George I^ v. 
303. 

Riots at Bristol in the reign of Edward IV., 
L 22— iti London, viii. 47, 253 ; ix. afiS ; x. 

Rlpon, Earl of. Prime Minister, x. 102— re- 
signs, 105 — retires firom the Grey Ministry. 

Rivallis, Peter de, Keeper of the Seal under 
Chancellor Lexington, L 122. 

Rol)crt, Duke of Normandy, abortive attempt 
by the Barons in favour of, L 43 — Flam- 
hard entertained by, 46— invasion of Eng- 
land by, 47. 

Ro)>ertson, Dr. W., religious opinions of, 
viii. 

Robes worn by the Chancellor, description 
of.LM. 

Robin Hood Debating Society, viii. 241. 
Robinson, Jack, M.P., Secretary of Treasury, 
auecdotes of, viii. L 



Rochester, Bishop, assertion thut Quakers are 
not Christians, vl. 27. 

Rochester, Earl of (Hyde), verses on, by 
Dryden, iv. 138. 

Rochford. Lady, prosecuted and beheaded for 
alleged complicity in the incontinence of 
Catherine Howard, ii. los-7. 

liockinghum, Marquis of. Prime Minister, vi. 
329— turned out, 333, 375; vii. 90 — death, 
217 ; viii 63— proceedings of Whig ad- 
herents of, 2ia. 

Rodd, Thomas, (bookseller,) learning and 
worth, L 192. 

Rodney, Lord, memorable victory, vii. 

Roger, Bishop of Salisbury, obscure origin 
and defective education. Chancellor, L 48 — 
introduction to Henry ib. — appointed 
Chief Justiciar, 49 — swears fealty to Ma- 
tilda, ib. — forgets his oath and supports 
ytephen, 50 — rebels, death, ib. — character 
of by William of Malmesbury, 

Roger Pauper, Chancellor, L 54 — takes part 
with the Barons, made prisoner, exiled, ib. 

Rogers, Samuel, extract from poem on " Hu- 
man Life " by, respecting Sir T. More, IL 
fiS. 

Rolfe, Baron, educated at Winchester, L 2&li 
— Solicitor-General, created Baron Cran- 
worth. Lord Chancellor, x. 2b6. 

Rolfe, Sergeant, knighted against his wishes, 
ItL_2ia. 

Rolle, Sergeant, Chief Justice of England 
under Cromwell, iii. 338— learning of, 332. 

Rolliad, verses on Duke of Montrose, vi. 255; 
extracts from, vii. 233, 235, 236, 330— poli- 
tical allusions in, ix. IM. 

Rolls, Master of, antiquity of ofSce, L Z — 
bills addressed to, temp. £dw. IV., 430 — in- 
creased Jurisdiction, ii. 342. 

Roils of Chancery formerly carried about 
on horseback, L 236. 

Rome, Bulls from, forbidden to be published 
in England, L 82 — claim by Court of, to the 
Kingdom of Scotland, 161 — encroachments 
by on the Crown of England, 172 — appeals 
to forbidden, ii. 4L 

Romilly, Sir S., facetious remark by, lit 85 — re- 
mark by on the abuses of the Court of Chan- 
cery, 98 — habit of non-professional reading, 
V. 148 — on the appointment of Fj-skine, viii. 
374 ; ix. 12, 15 — extracts from Diary, vii. 
287 ; viii. 386, 396; ix. 28-39 — applauds 
re-appointmeut of Lord Eldon, ix. 21^ 329 — 
mitigation of Criminal C<ide urged by, iL 
72 ; ix. 304 — Secretary in the Delicate In- 
vestigation, 267-70 — on necessity of punish- 
ing criminal lunatics, 344 — on ministerial 
difficulties of 1812, 349 — splenetic opposi- 
tion to the appointment of a Vice-Chan- 
cellor, 356— <»n delays in Court of Chan- 
cery, x. 232— death, ix. 386 — emotion ol 
Lord Eldon, ib. 

Romilly, Sir John, Master of the Rolls, Bill 
for making freehold lands liable for simple 
contract debts, prepared by, ix. 373. 

Roo, Seijeant, satirises Wolsey by a masque 
at Gray's Inn, L 405. 

Rooke. Justice, qualities as Judge vii, 122, 
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Hooids in dwelling-boases, bow furnished in 

the 12tb century, i. 6L. 
Ruper, biograpliy of 8ir T. More, extracU, 

iL 9^ LL 13. IL 3ii ^ 
Bfoacoe, Mr., Kkeicb of Lord Erskine by, ix. 

Roaciad. by Cburchill, extracts on Wedder- 

bum, vii. daZ. 
Roscommon, Earl of, character of Haynard 

by, V. 19 — satirical jwems by, ib. 
Rose V. Bartlett, Judgmentfi of Lords North- 

ington and Eldun on, vi. 321. 
Rose, Sir George, wiily Chancery Report by, 

X. 

Roses, wars of the, cauae of, L 303-306— 
union of— verses on, by Sir T. More, ii. 

LL 

Roiislyn. Earl of.— See Loughborough. 

liosewf 11, trial of, Iv. ML 

Roiheram, negotiations with France con- 
ducted by, i. 33H — statutes against the 
Irish enacted by, 332 — a great Eauity 
lawyer, 340 — conduct on the death of Edw. 

IV. , 342 — resigns, Ml — founds Lincoln 
College, Oxford, 2llu 

Rotheram, Thomas, Archbishop of York, a 

distinguished Chancellor, i. 337. 
Roubiliac, tasteful monument by, to Lord 

King, vi. 122. 
Roxburgh Case, decision of Scotch Courts 

reversed, x. 2fiL 
Roy, William, metrical autobiography by, of 

VVoisey, L 395. 
Royal assent to Bills given in French, L 22L 
Royal !• amily, education and marriages of, 

li. 359 ; vL 19. aa. 
Royal Society, establishment of, promoted by 

Lord Clarendon, Iv. 135. 
"Rump Parliament," explanation of tlie 

tenn, iii. 343 — reassembly, 376— Ignomi- 
nious expulsion of, 378 — again restored, 

383— proceedings of, iv, ififi. 
Ropert, Prince, admitted a member of Inner 

Teniple, ii. 241 — blind impetuosity of, at 

Marston Moor, iv. 29— shameful surrender 

of Bristol by, 3L. 
Rupibus, Peter de. Chief Justiciar and Regfcnt 

during the absence of the King in Poitou, 

LllL 

Rush, Mr., notices by of Lord Erskine, ix. 68» 
Russell, John, Chancellor, L 345— Bisliop of 
Lincoln, 346— executor to toward IV., 
Chancellor to Uichard III.. t6.— letters to 
from the King, 347 — dismissed, 351— first 
perpetual Chancellor of Oxford, ib. — cha- 
racter of by Sir T, More, 352— works by, 
<6.— Chancery regulations by, 333. 
Russell, Sir John, nocturnal visit by to Wol- 
sey, L 421. 

Russell, Lord John, Lord Campbell appointed 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster by, 
li. 2a ; ix 4 — character of Lord Somers by, 

V. 200— carries the Reform Bill to the 
House of Lords, x. 155j 

RuHsell (William). lx)rd, notice against T>uke 
of York, iv. 199— resigns seat in Privy 
Oouncll, 206— attempts to exclude James 
from the throne, censures the arbitrary 



policy of Government, 228 — ui^ustifiable 
conduct towards Lord StafiTord, 259 — pro- 
ceedings a^uiust, .120, 367. 

Rus«ia, Alexander, pjiiperor, remark by on 
the duties of a Parliamentary opposition, 
vl. 64 — remark to George IV. respecting 
Princess of Wales, ix. 361. 

Russians, Old Style adhered to by, in the 
computation of time, vl. 259 — armament 
against, unpopularity of, viii. 106— in- 
fatuated policy of the AVhigs on, 107. 361 
—Convention with debated, ix. 231l 

Ruthlan Castle, Parliament held at, L 148. 

Rutland, Statute of, advantages of^ L 148. 

Rutland, first Earl of, witty reply to by Sir 
Thomas More, ii. 75. 

Ryder, Sir Dudley, Attorney-General, vi. 
189 — Chief Justice of luiglaud, sudden 
death, 210. 2fiiL 

Rye-bouse Plot, breaking out of, iv. 366. 

Ryswick, peace of, perfidious violation of ex- 
piated by calamities to France, v. 143. 



s. 

Sacheverell, Dr. indiscreet impeachment 
of, origin, V. 170— proceedings, 268. 369 ; 
vi. 8, 75 — trimnph in the provinces, 271 — 
unprecedented sale of sermon complained 
against, iv. 223 ; v. 170 — substantial pre- 
sent by, to Lord Harcoiu-t, 314. 

Sadler, Thomas, Chancellor's mate stohen by, 
iv, 214. 

Sadynton, Robert de. Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, Chancellor, an indilTercnt Equity 
Judge, 1. 214 — removed and replaced in the 
Exchequer, 216. 

Saffron Walden church, altar tomb in, to the 
memory of I»rd Chancellor Audley, ii. 112. 

St Alban's, faUl battle at, L aoL 

St. Andrew's, architectural remains of, ix. 
S3. 

Su Anthony's School in Threadneedle Street 

eminent men educated at, il. 3. 
St Asaph, Dean of, memorable trial of, viii, 
272-77. 

St. Cross, famous hospital of, hospitable treat- 
ment of travellers at, L 255, 

St. Hilary's Tears, facetious pamphlet pub> 
lished on the closing of the law courts, iii. 
315. 

St. John. Oliver, prosecution of in the Star 
Cliamber, ill, 62— an able lawyer, a Com- 
misKioner of the Great Seal, 323— Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, 339— remark 
by on tbe abrupt dissolution of Parliament 
in 1640, iv. UL. 

St Leotjard'fi, Ix)ni, valuable treatises by, x. 
222— Lord Chancellor, 2H6. 

St Mary le Crypt at Gloucester, a seal held 
by the Chanu'llor in, L 241. 

St Paul's Cathedral, rebuilding of, in the reipn 
of William Li L 39— number of monuments 
in, viii. 21iL 

St S within, Chancellor to the Anglo-.Saxon 
kings. ))arentage. education, chaplain to 
Egbert, Chancellor, Bishop of Winchestf-r. 
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obtains a law for the compulsory payment 
of tithes. L 30— makes a pilgrimage to 
Rome as tutor to Alfred, establishes the 
tax of Peter's Pence, death, canonized, 
legends respecting, 31— decision of, 32- 
8L Vincent, Lord, apposite description of the 
brej^dng up of the Addingion Ministry. Lx. 
215. 

Salaries of the Judges in the I3th century, L 
143 — of law officers in the reign of James 
L, iil- fiS- 

Salic law, antiquity, L 200— abortive endea- 
voar to enforce in England. 212. 

Salisbury, Earl of, taken priwner. L 316 — 
beheaded, 317— illustrious posterity, ib. 

Salisbury, Earl of (Neville), < 'l>ancell..r.i. 305 
— a Lord Commissioner under Cromwell, 
lii. 324 — Couniess of, attainted without 
being beard, to gratify Henry VIII., ii. 

ism, 

Salkeld, an eminent attorney. Lord Hard- 
wlcke arti« led to, vi. 160. 

Salmon, John de. Bishop of Norwich. Chan- 
cellor U> Kdward 11^ L 175— vigorous con- 
duct in the Lancaster revolt, 116 — resigna- 
tion in disgust. 177. 

Saltwood, near Canterbury, place of rendex- 
vous of the knights who assassi n ated 
a Becket, L SL 

Saudale. John de, Chancellor, L 172— Bishop 
of Winchester. 113— luxurious mode of liv- 
ing, ib. 

Sanderson, Captain, verses to, by Lord Ers- 
kine, ix. M. 

Sandwich, a port once belonging to the See 
of Canterbury, L 8i 

Sanquhar. Lord, executed for killing a feiic- 
luR master, il. 36'.>. 

Sarum. Old, condition described by William 
of Malmesbury. L 42— See removed to, from 
Sherborne, Home liAiikB returned for, 
vii. 2H4 ; ix.231L 

SaundeTBTSir K. Chief Justice of England, 
iv. 313— Reports of Cases temp. Cliarles II. 
with Notes by Sir J. Patteson and Justice 
Williams, a compendium of English com- 
mon law,L 1A2. 

Savile, Lord, treachery of, lii. 33S. 

Savile, Sir Q.. motion on the pension list, viiL 

as. 

Savoy, Peter de, uncle to Queen Eleanor, 
grunt of land in the Strand to, L 125. 

Sawyer, Sir R., expelled the House of Com- 
mons, iv. 3lL 

Saxons, Anglo, oppression of, L 42. 44, 55, 51 
— delipht of, on the appointment of 
i Beiket. go — tenures superseded by 
Norman feudal law, 38— charter of, extant, 

Scandinavian divinities, worship of, abolished 

by St Augustine, L 28. 
Scheemaker, monument by, at Wimpole, vii. 

UtL 

Schism Act, debates on, v. 385. 

Schonil>erg, Duke of, anecdotes of, v. 35. 

Scotland, early duties of Ixjrd Justice Clerk 
of, L 2 — union with, changes consequent 
npon, 18j T. 266 — homage by William 



King of, L 111 — competition for crown of, 
153 - causes of tardy improvement in, 151 
—claimed by the Pope. 161— letter front 
Wolsey lo Margaret, <^ueen of, 391 — oppcjsi- 
tion to union with. ii. 354 ; v. 162 — sudden 
revolution in. on the attempt to introduce 
Episcopkcy, 2.*^ ; iii. 226— designation of 
Judges in, v. 27— rebellions in, 302-6; vL 
234, 244— clanship of, 246— heritable juria- 
dictions abolished, 24 ^— forfei led estates an- 
nexed to Crown, 2^— coramtticement of 
prosperity in, 252— defective slate of mar- 
riage law, 260— jury trials in civil cases in- 
troduced in, ix. 6^ 16— abuses of, 373— ap- 
peals from, X. 261— toasts given in, vU. 
56 — professional training for the Bar in, 
339 — barbarous dialect once used In, 362 — 
accent peculiar to, 366— dcbaie on peerage 
of, 237— prejudice against natives of, 382. 
403 — suspicions of George ill. towards, 
viii. 170; ix. 204— aversion of Lord Eidon, 
X. 225. 

Scots, Mary Queen of. rigorous treatment ot, 
ii. 229— disgraceful proceedings against, iZ>. 
—grief at the fate of iHike of Norlulk, 242 
— apprehensions at probable succession of, 
21fi — denies Jurisdiction of her Judges, 

247— Interview with Chancellor Brc>miey. 

248— induced to submit, 249 — pretended 
trial, protest, 250— defence, convicted in 
her absence, 251 — addresses praying for ex- 
ecution of, 252 — hypocritical conduct of 
Elizabeth, 253 — execution, 2M- 

Scott. Henry, death of. ii. 218— letter of LonI 
Eldon to, 213. 

Scott, Hon. John, early death, Ix. 258. 

Scott, Hon. Mr., M.P., poetical hoax by, oc 
Lord Eldon, Lx. 236. 

Scott, Hon. W. IL J., anecdotes, death, x. 
178— attack upon, in House of Commons, 
168— character by l/>rd Brougham, 169 — 
bequest to Lord Eldon. 2QL 

Scott, Sir Walter, Talisman by.l. 103— aneo 
dotes of and by, iv. 356 ; ix. 63-5 — verse* 
In memory of, 7— notices of Ix»rd Buchan 
and his brothers, 106 — verses on, by Lord 
Erskine, 81— on Lord Byron's Cain, x. 
257. 

Scroggs, Sir William, Chief Justice of K- B., 
impeached, iv. 212. 219; brief memoir of, 

Scroop, Sir Jeffrey, speech to parliament by 
command of Wward ill., i. 190. 

Scrope, Mr. Baron, a Lord Commissioner of 
Great Seal, v. 352, 312. 

Scrope, Richard Le, parentage, a soldier at 
Cressy, siege of Calais, sea fight off Win- 
chelsea, L 240— rescue of Berwick, under 
John of Gaunt, at battle of Najarre. Chan- 
cellor, created a Peer, 241— resigns office, 
242 -reappointed. 245— quarrels with the 
King, removed. 2-t6. 

Scutage introduced by k Becket to raise 
supplies for an army to invade France, L 
M. 

Seal, the Great, custody of, L 4— delivered to 
Commoners, 18— the emblem of sove- 
1 reign^. 20— counterfeiting declared trea- 
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oon, fi Edward IV.. 23— first used by Kd- i 
ward the Confessor, 35 — records respecting 
the tranafer of, 59 — usage re&pcciing, on 
the demise of the Crown, 185 — unlimited 
use of, erjoyed by the Chancellor, 329 — 
broken by mutinous Barons, iL 131 — de- 
livered to Henry HI., 132 — granted for a 
term, 138— of 1648, iii. 34»— of Republic 
broken, 389— lost after the battle of Wor- 
cester, 397 — of James II. fished up from 
Thames, Iv. 412— exceptional usage of, vil. 
26*--8tolea. 231— replaced, 233— phantom 
of, viii. lOL 

Searle, John, Chancellor, L 263, 26Y— con- 
stitutional doctrines propounded by, 265 — 
parentage, 267 — surrenders office, 268. 

Secretaries of State, offices of created, Iv. 
li 

Seditious meetings and proceedings made 
treason by statutes, viii. 141 ; ix. 47. 201— 
made felony by 11 and 12 Vic, c 12, L 

21 a. 

Segrave, Stephen do, appointed a Joint guar- 
dian of the kingdom during the king's 
absence, L ii7. 

Selden. definition of Equity by, L 11— re- 
marks on the office of Chancellor, 13^ 14^ 
29— intimacy of with Lord Bacon, iii. Ml 
— parliamentary speeches, 250 — opposes at- 
tainder of I>ord Sirafford, 304— illegally im- 
prisoned, 332— Presbyterian notions com- 
biited by, 334 — last letter, 385 — on the 
powers of impeachment by the House of 
Commons, v. IS, 

" Select Society " formed, vil. 358 — membeni, 
359— popularity, 361— Review commenced 
by, 365. 

Self-denying Ordinance, objects of, iii. 32sL 
Sens, Court held at, by Pope Alexander, L 

Septennial Act passed, v. 108, 313. 

Sequestration Commissions resisted by the 
Judges, il. 312. 

Seijeants at Law, privileges and precedence 
of, iii. 10— epigram on the robes worn by, 
172— defence of, by Commissioner White- 
lock, 3111 — character by Chaucer, ift.— 
ancient mode of practice by, 341 — drowsy 
pleading attributed to, vi. 82 — rings dis- 
tributed by, on appointment of, ix. 212 — 
Act for making in vacation, x. 267— 
(Queen's), ancient and modem precedence 
of. li. 

Servants, moderate chastisement of, justifi- 
able at common law, II. 32. 
Seward, Miss, anecdotes of Lord Ersklne, ix. 

Sewell, Sir Thomas, Master of the Rolls, vari- 
ances with Lord Thurlow, vll. 198, 201— 
abilities as a Judge, 

Sexby, the celebrated pamphlet of " Killing 
no Murder " composed by, iv. fifi — im- 
prisoned in the Tower, HIL 

Seymour. Jane, Queen, Maid of Honour to 
Anne Boleyn, ii. 90— gives birib to a son, 
95 — death of, ib. 

Seymour, Lcjrd, of Sndcley, demand by, of the 
Qreat Seal from Wrlothesley, il. 132 — mar- 



riage with Catherine Par, 149— court- 
ship by, of Princess Elizabeth, I50 — at- 
tainder of, 151 — executed, 152 — sermon by 
I^timer, t6. 

Seymour, Sir Edward, impeachment of Lord 
Clarendon moved by, iv. 110. 

Shadwell, inferior merit of reply by to Dry- 
den's satirical poem, iv. 223. 

Shaftesbury, Earl of, Chairman of Committees, 
social qualities, x. 305. 

ShafteslTury, (third) Earl of, author of "Clia- 
racteristlcs," iv. 235. 

Shaftesbury, Lord Chancellor, parentage, iv. 
154 — education and marriage, 155 — elected 
to Parliament, 156— joins the Royal stan- 
dard, 157 — deserts to the Parliament, 158 — 
rciires In disgust, 169 — in Harebones' I*ar- 
liiunent, 161 — offer to marry Cromwell's 
daughter refused, 162 — intrigues against 
Cromwell, 163 — encourages the royalists, 
165— in the Convention Parliament, 166 — 
a Commissioner at Breda, 167— created a 
Peer, ib. — sits on the trials of the Regicides, 
168— joins the enemies of Clarendon, 169 — 
cloelug the Exchequer suggested by, HQ 
— Lord Chancellor, ill— equestrian proces- 
sion, 173 — bribes Dryden for a panegyric, 
175 — treatment of and by the Bar, 176— 
legal decisions, 177 — lectures new Judges, 
178 — political intrigues, 181 — dismissed, 
183 — becomes an opposition leader, 185 — 
Test Bill defeated by the dexterity of, IM 
— <dcUful parliamentary tactics of, 191 — re- 
covers damages against Lord Digby, 193 — 
committed to the Tower, 194— discharge 
on Habeas Corpus refused by the Judges, 
195; v. 16 — humiliating submission, iv. 
196 — stipports the extravagances of the 
Popish Plot, 197 — procures the pa&sing of 
penal Acts against Papists, 198 — motion 
against 1>uke of York, IfiS — intrigues 
against ministers, 200 — made President of 
Council, 202— Habeas Corpus Act passed 
by, 203— dread of the King towards, 205 — 
removed from office, 206— commencement 
of struggle between Whigs and Tories, ib. 
— aiiU-popery proceedings encouraged by, 
202— proceedings by, against Duke of York, 
208— supports the Exclusion Bill, 209— 
abuse of King by, 210 — Bill to dissolve the 
King's marriage introduced by, 211 — Im- 
peachment of Scroggs carried by, 212 — re- 
vengeful proceedings against Ijori Halifax 
by, 213 — No Popery mobs headed by, 214 — 
indiscreet tactics of, 2 IS— arrested, 220— 
committed to the Tower, 221 — pamphlets 
published for and against, 223— indictment 
against ignored, 225 — prosecution against 
his accusers abandoned, 226 — criminal 
enterprise, 227— escape to Holland, 228— 
reception at Amsterdam, t6. — death and 
character, 22a — manners, 233 — family, 
superintending education of his grandson, 
235 — success as a parliamentary debater, 

Shakspeare, Second Part of Henry VI., L2i2 
— quotations from the historical plays of, 
357— historical illustrations by, of Henr; 
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VIIL, 37L 393, 403^ 417, 423. 429 ; il. 25^ 

174 — inaa-aracles resp^'ciing Anue Boleyn 
and \Volsey,47 — from Ht-nry IV., 56 — ana- 
chrunisras of, 177 — Hamlet, 189 ; viii. 2M 
— Othello first acted. 3 — writings of un- 
known to Lord Clarendon, iv. 4— criticisms 
on, vii. 73, 92 — legal education of, viii 211 
— familiarity of Erskine with works of, 232. 
Shaw, Sir John, intemperate habits of, iv. 
289. 

Shebbeare, Dr., ez-offlcio information against, 
vi. 364. 

Sheemess taken by the Datch, iv. 101. 

Sbclbunie, Earl of. Prime Mini^iter, viL 23^ 
63. 217 ; viii. 85 — exasperation of Fox 
against parliamentary reform encouraged 
by, vii.213— e^lects Lord Camden as Chaii- 
lor, 379— resigns, vi. 392 ; vii. 22L 

Shelley, Justice, interview of, with Wolsey 
at Kslier, L 424, 429. 

Shepherd, Sir Samuel, Attomey^Gkneral, in 
curvble deafness, ix. 384. 

Sherborne, See of removed to Old Samm, L 
12. 

Sberfleld, Heory. prosecution and conviction 
of, iii. 221 

Sheridan, Mr., lectures on elocution by, viL 

Sheridan, Right Hon. R. B., witticisms, iii. 
210; viii. 1— reasons of preclusion as Ca- 
binet Minister, v. 85 — on the parliamentary 
conduct of Lord Enikine, viii. 265 — fatal 
expos<S in witness box, 334, ix. 20A — 
extracts from Life of, viii. SfiQ. 

Sheriffs of counties, mod'' of choosing estab- 
lished temp, lidward II., ii. 183— writs ad- 
dressed to, temp. Kdward III.. 232— of I^n- 
don, eminent persons under the Tudors, ii. 

Sbilton, Solicitor-General, a silly and igno- 
rant person, iii. 22^ 

Ship»money. famous scheme of, iii. 229— ge- 
neral discontent at, 234. 

Shippen, libellous attack by.onljord Somers, 
v. IM — maxim re^pecliug the oaths of 
allegiance, 3&5i 

Shirley, masque composed by, Iv. fi. 

Shoes, extravagant fashion of, temp. Kdward 
IV., L aZJL 

Shore, Jane, mistress of Edward IV., L 349 — 
courted by the S«illcitor-Gen€ral, 350 — fable 
respecting the death of, ib. 

Short, Mr., Master of Rule OfBce, anecdotes 
of, Ix. 87^ 

Shower, Sir B., order relating to Parliamen- 
tary cases by, v. 118. 

Shrewsbury once a metropolis for Korth 
Wales, iv. 33^. 

SSirewsbury, Countess of, stories circulated 
by, ii. 292— brought before the Privy Coim- 
cil. 359. 

Shrewsbury, Duke of, intimacy with Lord 
Sojiers, V. 61^ 70 — early support of Wil- 
liam III. by, 17— remark on ingratitude 
shown to public men, 141— receives Trea- 
surer's StaiT from Queen Anne, 264 

Shrewsbury, Earl of, Mary (^ueen of Scots in 
cust(xly of, ii. 22a. 



Siddons, Mrs., eulogistic deacriptkn •f, by 

Lord Kidon, Ix. 165. 

Sidmouth, Viscount, attempt to bribe, «i. 
193— Prime Minister, vii. 2»3 ; viii. ]^ 
369 ; Ix. 218— resigns, viii. 370— resigna- 
tion explained, ix. 245. 251— alleged be- 
trayal, 241— ministry defended, 317 — soc- 
cessful prescription for Grcorge III., ^•iii. 
188 — re-chosen Speaker, 185— admunislies 
Lord Loughburougb, 197— letter respecting 
George ill., ix. 222— friendly letter from 
George J II., 248— censures the seizure of 
the Danish Fleet, 287 — clever n-ply by, 
320 — famous circular in 1817, 376— aiec- 
dotes of I^rd Stowell, x. 304 — Memoirs of, 
by Dean Pellew, viii. 2fi3. 

Sign manual, its origin, L LL 

Silence, maxim of civilians and canonists re- 
specting, ii. OL. 

Silk gowns, importance of, to eminent Coun- 
sel, viii. 2IL 

Simnel's bread, allowance of, to the Chancel- 
lor, L IM, 

Simon the Norman, Chancellor, an honest 
man, L 118— dismissed from office, 112. 

Simonds, a celebrated engraver, seals of Go- 
vernment made by, iii. 319. 

Sinclair, Sir John, practical joke on, by Lord 
Erskine, ix. 21. 

Sinecure places in possession and reversion, 
a mode of providing for the family of a 
Chancellor, L 21. 

Sinking Fund esublished by Mr. Pitt, vii. 
265. 

Six Acts pa5«ed. ix. 4L 

Six Clerks' Office abolished, vl. 112. 

Skelton, Poet Laureate, verses by, on Wol- 
sey, L 377^ 432. 

Skinner, Seijeant, feebleness as an advocate, 
v.aOL 

Slave Trade (African), efforts for a legisla- 
tive suppression of, vii. 243. 267. 2fi2 ; ix. 
6, 254, 273. 

Sleafonl Castle built by Alexander, Bishop 

of Lincoln, i. &1. 
Slingsby, Colonel, trial and execution of, iii. 

32lk 

Small-pox. curious anecdote respecting Inocu- 
lation for, vi. 173. 
Smith, Adam, doctrines of sound political 
economy illustrated by, ii. 12 — short sketch 

of, vii. aaa. 

Smollett, character of Lord Somers, v. 199 — 
eulogy on Lord Talbot, vi. IM. — early 
copies of History of England suppressed, 
vii. 2i5. 

Smuggling Act, debate on, vi. 149. 
Smythe, Mr. Baron S. S., made a Ix)rd Com- 
missioner of Great Seal, vii. 122. 
Solicitor-General, official powers of, vi. 401 

— average emoluments of, x. 81. 
Somej*, Sir George, Bermuda Islands dis* 

covered by, v. 
Somers, Lord, parentage, v. 65 — education, 
57— at Middle Temple, 59— friendship with 
Lord Shrewsbury, 61— called to bar, 63 — 
pamphlets by, 65 — literary compositions, 
67— authorship of ' Tale of a Tub ' con* 
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sldered, 1l — high qaaUQcations as a bar- 
rister, 73 — counsel for Seven Bishops, 76 — 
aids the Revolution, 78 — resolution by 
against Popish prince, 79— argument on the 
Abdication Conference, 81— ou (Jommittee 
for Redress of Grievances, 83 — Solicitor- 
General, 85 — carries Toleration Act and 
establishment of Presbyteriarilsm In Scot- 
land, 86— views as to Coronation Oath and 
corporations, 87 — conduct on state trials, 
89-9 1 —Attorney-General. 92— Lord-Keeper, 
95— Equity proceedings improved by, 97— 
Judgment in Bankers' Case, 99 — dispute 
about official patronage, 103— cordiality 
with the King, 106— refuses a peerage, 106 
—opposes Plane Bill and promotes Tri- 
ennial Act, 107— again refuses a peerase, 
109 — censurable conduct towards Sir John 
Fen wick, 111 — patronises Locke, 113 — 
created a peer, 114 — great prosperity, 115— 
patronises Addison, 112— defends a standing 
army, 119— advice on the Spanish pucces- 
sion, 121 — correspondence with the King, 
123 — Infatuation touching Partition Treaty, 
125 — accused of piracy, 126 — motion for re« 
moval of, 127— deprived of Great Seal, 12a 
—deep sensation in Westminster Hall, laii 
— plan for recall of, 131 — proceedings in 
Parliament against, 133 — articles of im- 
peachment Against, 135 — trial and acquittal, 
140— defence of by Swift, Ml - attempt by 
Sunderland to restore, 143— glorious con- 
duct out of oflice, Ul - literary produc- 
tions, 149 — town and country life, 150 — 
opposes Occasional Conformity Bill, 161 — 
opposes abuse of Parliamentary privilege, 
153— letter to Hanover, 159— promotes 
union with Scotland, 163 — Act for reform- 
ing the law, 166 — President of the Coimcil, 
167 — impeachment of Sacheverell opposed 
by, 171— anxiety to uphold the Grand 
Alliance, 173— dismissed office, 175— goes 
into factious opposition, 176— attack upon 
by Swift, 177— disabled by ill health, 179— 
a Cabinet mimister on accession of George 
I:, 1b3 — increased infirmities, 184 — death, 
185 — literary and political character, 186- 
201 — collateral descendants, 2122. 
Somers, Karl, family suit before Lord Eldon, 
X. 22a, 

Somerset, Duchess, imprisonment and libera- 
tion, ii. 163. 

Somerset, Duke of, appointed Protector, ii. 
150 — procures attainder and execution of 
his brother, 161— faction against, 152— a 
prisoner in the Tower, 153— deprived and 
sentenced, 154 — pardoued,135— league with 
Warwick, 156 — again a prisoner, 157 — con- 
victed of felony, 158— executed, ifiL 

Somerset, Dnke of, deserts the Whigs in 1710, 
v. 21L 

Somerset. Earl and Countess of, trial of in 

1616, ii. 36fi.H. 
Somerville v. Somerville, law of domicile 

finally settled by, viii. 124. 
Sophia of Zell, undeserved treatment of, vi. 

Southampton, antiquity as a port, L 191. 



Southampton, Earl of, patron and friend of 
Shakspeare, imprisoned on a charge of trea* 
son, iii. Aa. 

Southwark Palace erected by Gififard, Bishop 
of Winchester, L 48^ 

Southwell, Sir Richard, Master of the Rolls, 
brutal conduct towards Sir Thomas More, 
ii. 68 — evidence against, 62— appointed to 
hear cases in Chancery, 118. 

South Sea Bubble, fever of speculation created 
by, V. 33] ; vi. 93, IIL 

Spanish s^uccession, intrigues, treaties, &c., 
respecting, v. 12SL 

Spankie, Seijeant, anecdote of, viL 157. 

Speaker of the House of Commons first chosen, 
L 239 — once took an active part in debates, 
ii. 17— qualifications necessary for, vii. 2fil 
—of House of Lords, L 14. Ifi. 

Spelman, Sir H^ notices by, L 40, 69,318. 

Spencer, Earl, family anecdote of, vi. 2110. 

Spenser, Edmund, Faerv (^ueen, i, 41— sonnet 
to Sir C. HatUin, ii. iai. 

Spensers (the favourites) recalled, L 176— in- 
solent abuse of power, 177— death, 178. 

Spigumel, an officer for sealing king's writ^i 

L las. 

Spilsbury Convent, near Bradford, hair shirt 
of Sir T. More preserved in, ii. "L 

Spong, the carpenter, facetious epitaph on, vi. 
I2i. 

Stafford, Edmund, Chancellor, L 260— daring 
and reckless, 262— Bishop of Exeter, 261— 
again Chancellor, v68— resigns, 2fi2. 

Stafford, John, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
Chancellor, i. 297 — diligence and prudence, 

298— speech against Duke of Burgundy, 

299— encourages the foundation of Eton 
College, 300— Archbishop of Canterbury, 
301— discharged, 322. 

Stafford, Marquis of, motion on responsibility 

of Ministers by, ix. 13. 
Slaff(»rdshire, notorious characters bom in, 

vi. 31. 

Stanhope, Earl, offensive behaviour respecting 
the employment of the Hanoverian troops, 
vi. 23L 

Stanhope, General, surrender of British army 

under, viii. 21. 
Stanhope, Lady Ht>8ter, anecdote respecting 

** the Book " related by, ix. 280. 
Stanhope, Lord, measure orif^nated by for 

relief of Dissenters and Catholics, v. 32a- 
Stanislaus Augustus, King of Poland, letter 

from,viI.a3. 
Star Chamber Court, power of Chancellor 

In, L 15— arbitrary proceedings of, 16: ii. 

321. 

Statutes of Westminster, F^ne^ Uses, Wills, 
Frauds, framers unknown, L 39— Westmin- 
ster the first, an important code. 146— of 
Acton Bumel.of Gloucester, Mortmain, liA 
— Westminster the second, Winchester, Cir- 
cumspecte agatis. Quo warranto. Quia emp- 
tores, 160 — Articuli super Cbartas, 158 — de 
Tallagio, 163— touching Estates of Idiots, 
183— Jeofails, 237— Wills, Uses, Limlta- 
tions. ii. 127— authors of disqualified to give 
a legal conatructiOD of, iv. 331m 
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Stawell, Lord, ferocious conduct of Jeffreys 
to,iv. 'A&2. 

Steele, Sir Richard, eulogy by on Lord Cow- 
per, V. 3i&± 

Stenford, Chief Baron, forced resignation of, 

Stephen, the Uirone of England obtained by. 
L 50 — Chancellors appointed by, 52-55 — 
death of. Sfi. 

Steward, I^ord Hlph. dulles of, L IS, 

Stewart, Andrew, defended by Charles Yorke, 
vii. 94— duel with Thurlow, 173— letter 
from Weddfrbum, 388. 

Stewart. Dugald, account of the " Select So- 
ciety ' by, vii. Mil 

Stewart, I>ady, incidents communicated touch- 
ing Ijurd Kriskine, viii. 221. 

Stillington, Robert, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
Chancellor, L 331 — supports Biwurd IV., 
retires to his diocese, 332— amimsador to 
Brittany. 334— espouses Simael, and dies 
a prisoner, 335. 

Stockdale v. Ilatisard, speech of Lord Erskine 
in, viiL 285— argument of Lord Campljell 
in, V. 

Stone, prosecution of for treason, vliL 334 ; 

Ix. 2ij&. 

Storer, metrical history of Wolsey by, L 380, 
383. 423. 

Story, Pri^fessor, History of Kquity by- 
eulogy on Lord N'ottiiighani, iv. '277. 

Stout, Sarah, mysterious death uf, v. 233— 
Spencer Cowper and three others charged 
with the murder of, 234 — appeal against 
the verdict. 23H— malevolent account of in 
New AialantJs, 239— account given in 
the Kuropean, liiL 

Stowell, Lord. l)iographical nofces of, i.x. 
112. 2.')9— reputation as a sdiolar at Ox- 
fi>rd, 117— affectionate kindness for Lord 
Kldon, 118 ; x. 299— intimacy with Frin- 
c-88 of Wales, ix. 271 — lively badina^^ of, 
212 —anecdotes of , i x . 212 ; x. 299 —pro fou nd 
knowledge of civil and canon law and 
law of nations, x. 26. 221— investment for 
money preferred by, 218 — mental imbeci- 
lity, Mi -Kx>n Untied study of ancient and 
modern literature, 222— letter to Mayor of 
Newcastle, 309. 

Strafford. Earl, apostacy oi; ill. 2211 — im- 
peached, 263 — conmiilted to the Tower, 
264 — proceedings at the impeachment of, 
28.3— counsel for, 301— speech of St. John 
against, 304— defence of, 332 — tyranny of, 
as President of the North, Iv. 13 — escape 
of, frustrated, 14 — disgraceful execution of, 
15. 256 ; v. 39 — iul'amoiis attainder re- 
versed, iv, 2fi2* 

Strand, St. Mary le, a benefice held by 
A Becket. L 58. 

Strange. Sir John, Master of the Rolls, vi. 
161, Ifii 

Stratford. John de, parentage and education, 
L ins — ambassador to the Pope — I>ord 
Treasurer, Chancellor, 187 — Bishop of Win- 
chester, emba-ssy to France, 189 — Archbi- 
shop of Canteri>ury, resipis the Cliancel- 
lonihip, 191— appointed u second time, 200 



— a third time, 202— imprisoned, 21i3 — 
charges againHt, 205 — prosecuted. 206 — 
triumphs over the King, 207 — restraiiu 
the Royal prerogative, 210 — skill, talents, 
death, 2IL 

Stratford. Robert de, parentage. Chancellor, 

L 201 — again, 2iia — imprisoned, ib. — 

death, 2Qh^ 
Strathroore's, Ijuly, Case, vii. 198. 
Straiton and others, interesting results 

from trial of, viii. ai. 
Stratton, Chief Baron, fined for corruption, L 

UkL 

Straw, Jack, mob headed by, storms the 
Tower, and murders the Lord Chancellor, 
1.243. 

Street, Sir Thomas, removed for refusing to 
recognise the dispensing power, iv. 422. 

Slubbs, cruel pimishment inflicted on, iL 
269. 

Stuart, Miss, attachment of Charles II. to* 
wards, iv. 103. 107— marnage with Duk« 
of Richmond, 104. 

Stuart V. Marquis of Bute, decision as to 
things " ejnsdem generis, x. 2S1L 

Stuarts, intended exclusion of, from the Kng> 
lish throne, by Henry VIIL, iL 125— defect 
in the character of the, iii. 48 — littie sym- 
patliy evinced for at the European Courts 
iv. 43, 

Styles, reasons by, against law proceedings 
being conducted in English, iii. 392. 

Subpoena writ Invented by John de WaU 
tham, L 250. 258 — opposed by the Com- 
mons, 285 — regulations touching issue of, 
li. 32 — number issued in one year, iii. 

181). 

Sudbury, Simon de, Bishop of I<ondon, noble 
parentage, studies law at foreign univer- 
sities, made archbishop — Chancellor, L 242 
— Wat Tyler's rebellion — murdered by the 
mob, 2iX 

Suffolk, Duke of, banishment and death of. i. 

302, 

Sutfolk, Earl of, strange prosecuticm of, in 

the Sur Chamber, iii. 94. 
Sunderland, Earl of, compassionate conduct 

of during the filosdy Assizes, iv. 386 

—peerage bill of, v. .^o ; vi. 170. 
Supplies, exclusive right of Commons to 

grant, discussed and settled, iv. 244 — re« 

fiwod to Henry VIII., li. IS. 
Supremacy, oath of, sanctioned by Parlia> 

ment, li. 53 — persons executed for refusing 

to take, 55, 57— Bill of Elizabeth passed, 

210. 

Surnames, use of, encouraged by Edward L^ 

L 337— origin of, vi, 305. 
Surrey, ICarl of, distinguished by every ac> 

complishment becoming a scholar, soldier, 

and courtier, uivjusiifiable execution of, ii. 

Uh. 

Surrey, Earl of, motion by, causes the resig. 
nation of Lord North, vii. 18— election pro- 
ceedings of, ix. 168. 

Surtee^, Aubone, biographical notices of, iz. 

134.7. 

Surtees, Mr. W. E., Lives of Lords Eldoo and 
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Stowell, extracto from, Ix. 110± 123i 197^ 251. 

278, 

Sussex, Duke of, incidents of first nuuriage, 
.viii. Ifia. 

Swale, Sir R., Master in Chancerj, assists 
Lord Chancellor Hattou in bis Judgments, 
ii. 

Swanston. Mr., valuable edition of Lord 

Nottingham's decisions by, iv. 269. 

Swardus, Vice-Chancellor iu the reign of 
Edward the Coofegsor.L 32. 

Swearing (profane), common habit of in 18th 
century, vii. 321-4. 

Sweden, amusing account of an embassy to, 
by Whitelock, ili. afilL 

Swift, Dean, character of Maynard, v. 18. 21 
— first prose publication, 141 — on Minis- 
terial changes in 1708, 168 — intimacy with 
Lord Somers, 149— character of Lord 
Somers, 167. 197— on the impeachment of 
Sacbeverell, 171— antipathy of Queen Anne 
to, 177 — attack on Ixjrd Somers, 178 — on 
Lord Cowper s appointment as Cliancellor, 
246 — on Duke of Mui Iborough wisliing to be 
Commander-in-Chief for life, 273 — accusa- 
tion of bigamy on Lord Cowper, 279— attack 
on by Lord Nottingham, 286— satirical 
publications, vi. 14 — events ridiculed in 
Travels of Gulliver, 177 — correspoudence 
with Ixjrd Balhurst, vii. 122. 

Swire, Rev. Dr., intimacy and correspondence 
with Chancellor Eldon, ix. 276^ 330, 340. 
353. afiSL 

Swithulphus, Chancellor under Berihulpb, L 

29^ 

Sydney, Algernon, arbitrary policy of goTem- 
mcnt reprobated, ii. 228 — atrocious be- 
haviour of Jeffreys on trial of, iv. 369 — 
panic occasioned by execution of. 233--<>n 
the frequency of parliaments, v. 66. 

Sylvester, Sir John, Recorder of London, 
robbed of bis watch by an ingenious thief, 

in. 

T. 

Table Talk of Selden, extracts from, L LL 
Table, the, new form of government esta- 
blished in iScotland, ill. 2.'i4. 
Tacitus, compliment on Agricola, x. 2Si 
Talbot, Lord, ancestry, vi. 126— parentage, 
127— education, 128— called to the bar, 129 
— in parliament, 130 — Solicitor-General to 
Prince of Wales, offends Lord Macclesfield, 
ib. — Solicitor-General to George L, 132 — 
supports Walpole'a Excise scheme, 133 — 
Lord Chancellor and a Peer, l.'H — " Revel " 
in the Inner Temple. 137 — great merit as 
an equity Judge, 122 — decisiuns, Ml — 
takes his seat in House of Peers, 145— 
speech in support of warlike preparations, 
147 — speech on quartering of soldiers du- 
ring elections, 148 — oppo>es the Smuggling 
Bill, 149— urges the prosecution of the 
Porteous rioters, 150 — sudden death, ib. — 
contcmporarveulo(riums, 151 — Gentleman's 
Magazine — Biographia Britannio, 152 — 



Chalmers, 153— the Craftsman, ib. — Smol- 
lett, 154 — Tindal — Lord Mahon, i6. — Pope, 
155 — Thomson. 156 — desjo-ndants, 157. 

Talfourd, Justice, exertion; in procuring pro* 
tection for literary property, viL L. 

Talleyrand, Prince, large amount borrowed 
by, viii, 125. 

Taltanim's case, important decision in, L 342. 

Tangiers, a source of useless expense, iv. 
1112. 

Tastet, Firmin de, spirited opposition by to 

Jesuits' Bark Bill, ix. II. 
Taunton. Convent at, founded by GifiTard, 

Bishop of Winchester, L 48 — proceedings 

In during the Bloody Assize, iv. itiLlL 
Tax, capitation, nature and unpopularity,]. 

213. 

"Taxation no Tyranny," authorship and 

object of, viii. 8^ 'iL. 
Taxes, permanent, not imposed before iTth 

century, ii. 17— by Wolsey, unauthorised 

by Parliament, 32^ 
Taylor, Master of Rolls in 1529, ii, 1^ 35. 
Taylor, Bisliop Jeremy, brought into notice 

by Laud, iv. 1. 
Taylor, John, records edited by, iii. 210. 
Taylor. M. Angelo, M.P., motions on delays 

in Chancery, ix. 342 — pillory abolished by 

exertions of, 398 — soubriquet and excellent 

dinners of, x. 43. 
Tea, a beverage enjoyed by Queen Anne, v, 

169— fatal tax imposed on, 385— tax com- 
muted on, vii. 234. 
Tellers, rule in House of Lords respecting, 

v. 222. 

Templars, the Knights, persecuted by the 
Pope and the King of France, L 162. 

Temple, Inner, roses plucked in garden of, 
emblems of York and Lancaster factions, 
v. 303 — plays acted before Elizabeth, iL 
258— last grand revel in, vi. 137 — calamitous 
fires in, vii. 76— corps of volunteers formed 
in, viii. 367 — attack on by rioters repulsed, 
L 243; Ix. 49— (Middle), benchers repri- 
manded, iv. 291— dinner to Lord Eldon in, 
X. 181 — (Chun^h), organ chosen by Judge 
Jeffreys, iv. 426. 

Temple, John, duel in Hyde Park, for an 
alleKed theft of private letters, viii. ig. 

Temple. Lord, remarks on meeting at 
Thatched House, vii. 391. 

Temple, Sir W., plausible plan of govern- 
ment proposed by, I v. 201. 

Tenterden, Lord, Chief Justice of England, 
ix. 385— profound knowledge and love of 
Justice, 386 — anecdotes and last illness of, 
viii. 394 — created a peer, ix. 3H6 ; x 277. 

Tenures, Sjixon, superseded by feudal law of 
Normandy, L 3H. 

Terror, reign of, viii. 137. 

Terryll, Serjeant, a Lord Commissioner of 
Great Seal, iii. STL luifi. 

Test Act, repeal oppo8e<l by Lord ]x>ugh- 
borough, viii. 182 — repealed, x. 111. 

Test Bill to ensure passive obedience, iv. 186. 
253— debates on, 187^ 190. 

Testimony, bills for perpetuating, recognized, 
lL2ia. 
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Tewkesbury, fatal battle of, L 

Tbanet.Earl of, tried aiid convicted, viii, 341 ; 

Theatres, flouriahing state of, In the reign of 

Elizabeth, 2aiL 
Theatrical performances encouraged by the 

clergy in the nth century, iii. 2i!2. 
Thellusou's caae decided, viii. 133. iiiil^ 
Tbelwall, trial and conduct of, viiL iiiL 
Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, early 

patron of k Becket, L 68— crowns Henry 

H.. 69— threat to Becket. 68— death, 65L 
Thesiger, Sir F., conduct as Attoruey-OeneraJ, 

ix. mL ^ , 

Thetfoni, See of removed to Norwich, L 41— 
Blshupd of, 12. 

Thierry, Monsieur, History of Norman Con- 
quest, L 41— error respecting a Becket, 6fi 
—on the fate of a Becket, 91— on the 
career of Longchamp, 91. 

Thomson, Chief Baron, death, viiL 2?^ 

Thomson, verses to the memory of Lord Tal- 
bot by, vi. IM. 

Thompson, James, ungenerous treatment of 
by Lord Hardwicke, vi. iSl* 

Thompson, Sir W., charge against Lcchmere, 
Attorney-General, voted false and scanda- 
lous, vi. 171— made a Baron of the Exche- 
quer, ib. 

Thompson v. Lady Lawley, admirable disser- 
tation ot Lord LIdon in, ix. 21^ 

Thoresby, John de, Bishop of Worcester, 
made Chancellor. i.'ilT — assists in passing 
the famous Statute of Treasons, 218— resig- 
nation, death, 212. 

Thorpe Manor added to the archiepiscopal 
See of Yorl^, L ILL 

Thorpe, Sir Robert, birth and edncatlon. 
King's Serjeant, extensive practice at Bar, 
Chief Justice of Common Pleas, Chancellor, 
L 229 — questions Parliament on the pur- 
port of recent Statutes, 237 r 

Thorpe, Thomas, Chief Baron, Speaker, im- 
prisoned, L 323— Important case of privl- 
lege therefrom, 303, 024. 

Thorpe. William, tried for heresy, L 273— In- 
teresting discussion with Chancellor 
Arundel, 274. 

Thurketel, the first Knglish Chancellor, il- 
lustrious birth, valour at battle of Brunen- 
burgh, L 32— retires into the Abbey of 
Croyland and becomes Its Abbot. 33— pious 
exertions and death, M. 

Thurkesley, Justice, remark by, on the Irregu- 
larities in the administration of the law, L 
122. 

Ihurlow, Ix)rd, remark by, on the audiences 
frequenting the Court of Chancery, ii, 282— 
legal preferment unexpectedly granted by, 
ili. 158— remark by, on Mr. Justice Buller, 
173— critical remarks by, on Lord Hard- 
wicke, vi. 184 — personal description In 
1801, vii. 153— spet'ch on Divorce Bill, L55 
— parentage, 156 — education, 157 — at Can- 
terbury, 159 — leaves Cambridge without a 
degree, 161— student at the I'emple, 163 — 
iiitlmary with William Cowper, 164 — at 
Kaudc B, 166— altercation with Norton, IflS 



— counsel in the great Douglas cause, 167— 

patronised by Duchess of Queen sherry, iM 
— a iung's Counsel, 171— M.P. for Tain- 
worth, 172— duel with Stewart, 173— Soli- 
citor-General, 174— speeches against the 
liberty of the press, 177— Attorney-General, 

179— speech in case of Crosby and Oliver, 

180 — chasti^ment of Dunning, 181— de- 
fends Lord Clive, 182— first encounter with 
Home looke, 183— opposes the Grenville 
Act, 164— hatred of the Americans, 185 — 
attacks Sir Fl. Norton, 187— favourable to 
Catholic emanciftation, 188 — argument in 
Campbell v. Hall, 189— prosvcutes the 
Duchess of Kingston, 190— second prosecu- 
tion of Home l ooke, 191— Chancellor, 193 
— verses on by Cowper, 194 — an an Equity 
Judge, 196— decisions, 197— takes his seat 
in the Lords, 202 — attack on Bishop Hinch- 
cliffe, 203 — speech against the Duke of 
Grafton, 205 — supports the bill for punish- 
ing adultery, 2u7— novel logic, 208— vindi- 
cates the employment of military in aid of 
civil power, 209 — Chancellor under Lord 
Rockingham, 211— Leader of Opposition, 
213— opposes Contractors' Bill, 215; and 
Burke's Bill for economical reform, 217 — 
Chancellor under Lord Shelbume, 219 — 
out of office, 221 — in opposition, 223 — a 
Reformer, 225— attacks Fox's India Bill, 
227— again Chancellor, 229— Great Seal 
stolen from, 231— Jeux d esprit upon the 
occasion, 233 — defends tea commutation 
and window taxes, 234 — speech against 
restoring forfeited estates in Scotland, 2;iS 
—overruled respecting ibe Scotch peerage, 
237 — throws out Bill for relief of insolvent 
debtors, 238 — defends Warren Hastings, 
239 — views on African slavery, 243— con- 
duct during illness of George III., 245— 
intrigues with Carlton House, 247— alleged 
crafi and duplicity, 249 — distrusted by 
Pitt, 251— attacks Lord Loughborough, 253 
—letter of thanks from Queen Charlotte, 
256— sarcasms against, 267— report on the 
King's health, 258— hatred of Pitt, 259— 
opinion on French Revolution, 263 — op- 
poses the sinking fund, 2^— dismissed, 
267— last day of office, 269— generous ad- 
vice to Lord Eldon, 270— in retirement, 211 
— demeanour in the House of Ix)rds, 273 — 
supports Hastings, 275— opposes the Trea- 
son and Sedition Bills, 277— negotiates on 
behalf of the Princess of Wales, 279 — 
abandons public life, 281— delight on the 
resignation of Pitt, 2iia — reconciled to 
Home Tooke, 284 — unabated ill-will to 
Pitt, 285 — consulted respecting Princess of 
Wales, 287 — accotmt of at Brighton, 289 — 
death and funeral, 291 — character, 293 — 
ecclesiastical appointments, 22S— poetical 
powers, 298 — complimented by Dr. John- 
son, 302 — treatment of Cowper, 305 — 
generosity towards Dr. Johnson, il2 — to 
Crabbe, 313 — religious views, 315 — ^bro- 
therly kindness, 317 — manner mimicked 
by Lord Holland, 318 — faceti», 3211 — 
character by contemporaries, 323— noticed 
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in the Rolliad, 329 — ought to have been 
bis own biugrapher,332 — anecdotes of, viii. 
92. 98, 203^ 2y6i 210^ 216^ — alleged 
double dealing disputed, ix. 107. 187 — 
kindness to Lord Eldon, 1&4-&— hatred of 
Loughborough, 219, 221. 

Thyniing, Sir W., Chief Justice of King's 
Bench, L 2fiL 

Tidd, Mr., abilities and generosity as special 
pleader, viL 163— eminent pupils of, 164. 

Tiemey, Right Hon. George, anecdotes of, on 
Lord Melville's trial, viii. 39i 

TiUot£on, Archbishop, anecdotes of, v. 52. 53 
— poverty of, 116. 

Tlllyvally, a colloquial expression of im- 
patience in use during the 1 6lh century, ii. 

Tindal, Chief Justice, wit and anecdotes of, 
viii. li 

Tindal's History of England, impartial sketch 
of Lord Sooiers.v. 199— of Lord Talbot, vi. 
IM. 

Tiptoft, Eao-l of Worcester, mental aocom- 
pUshments of, L 333 — executed, ib. 

Tithes, compulsory payment of, pas-^ed by the 
Witenagemot under Anglo-Saxon kings, L 

Title-deeds, decisions of Lord Eldon in cases 

of delivery and non-delivery of, x. 2ifij 
Tobacco brought under the Lxcise laws, vii. 

26S. 

ToUmd, reason of his intimacy with Lord 

Somers, v. liL 
Toleration Act, details and operation of, 

Sfi. 

Tonnage and poundage, resolutions against, 
iii. 219— illegal levies of, 224 — proceedings 
in Parliament against, 249. 

Topping, Mr., Q-C^ memorable encounter 
with Sir V. Gibbs, vii. 167. 

Tories, origin of the term, iv. 206 — apparent 
annihilation of, v. 169— doctrine of heredi- 
tary right sacriflced by, viii. 24- 

Torture, barbarous system of^ used in the 
Tower, Ii. 120 — application of, iii. fiiL 

Tothill V. Pitt, Judicial difTereuoes in case of, 
vii. 130. 

Toulouse, sicpe of, by Henry IL. L fifi. 
Tower of Ix>ndon, window in, through which 

Chancellor Flambard escaped, L 46. 
Townsend, W. G., Lives or Twelve Judges 

i»y. viii. 4, 241^ 272i ^ ^ 
Townsht-nd, Charles, witty remarks of, vi. 

287 — abortive attempt to form a ministry, 

386. 

Townshend, T., attack by on Dr. S. Johnson, 
▼iii. L. 

TowtoD. sangoinary battle of. L 319, 22L 

Tracts of Lord Somers, editions of. v. 188. 

Tracy, Sir William, attends Henry IL in 
Normandy, L 84— joins in the assassination 
of iEecket, 85— fatal blow inflicUKl by. 

Tracy, Justice, a Ixjrd C<>mmlsBioner of the 
Great Seal, v. 352, 372; vi 2iL 

IVafford, Edward, amusing aooount of pro- 
ceedings respecting marriage of, ii. 232. 

rraitoroiis Correspondence Act debated, viii. 

138. 294. 



Travelling in England, mode of, v. 242- 

Treasonable Attempts Act, ix. 202. 

Treason, famous statute defining, L 218 — 
overt act necessary to be proved by two 
credible witnesses, ii. 169 ; v. 21 — Treatise 
on, by Sir N. Bacon, u. 233 — witnetises 
on behalf of prisoner allowed to be 
sworn, V. 215— defence by counsel allowed, 
108 — Correspondence Act, ix. 200 — i-on- 
structive alxjlished, i. 21ii ; viiL 261. 305. 

Treaties, memorable partition, terms ol, v. 
125 — when abrogated by hostilities, vii. 

286. 

Trnhy, Sir George, Recorder of London, Iv. 

362, AM — Ailomey -General, ah — Chief 

Just ice of Common Pleas, 92 — Judgment in 

the Biihkers' Case, 99. 
Trelawny, Bishop, letter to from Atterburv, 

V. S3. 

Trespassers In pursuit of game, good hu- 
moured treatment of, by Lord Eldon, x. 

297. 

Tressilian, Chief Justice, hanged at Tyburn, 

L 254. 267. 

Trevor, Arthur, an eminent counsel, temp. 
Charles lU v. 2fi^ 

Trevor, Lorii, Attorney General, v. 105— 
Chief Justice of England, an eminent judge, 
created a Peer, 295 — removed on the sug- 
gestion of Chancellor Cowper, vi. 80 — 
friendly better to Lord King, aL. 

Trevor, Lord Commissioner, parentage, v. 36 — 
entered at the Temple, 37— K.C. and M.P., 
38 — liaison with T^dy Jeffreys, ib. — encou- 
rages the infamous prosecution of Lord Staf- 
ford, 39— Speaker, t6.— Master of the Rolls, 
40— Joins the Prince of Orange, 41 — removed 
from o£Gkse, 42 — speech for parliamentary 
reform, ib. — Speaker again, 43 — Master of 
the Rolls and lx;rd Commissioner, 44 — 
consulted by Princess Anne, 47 — found 
guilty of corrupt practices, 48 — continues 
as Alaster of the Rolls, 50 — an upright and 
enlightened Judge, 51 — penurious habits 
of, 52 — death, character, and descendants, 
63. 

Trials of Peers in cases of treason or felony. 

proceedings in, L 15 — earliest State, 76. 

Trials, State, 1792, censured by Lord Camp- 
bell, ix. 193. 

Tribute paid during many ages to the Pope 
by English monarchs, L ILL 

Trie, Engleran de, a valiant French knight, 
niihorsed in single combat by ^Becket, L 

Triennial Act of Charles L, HI. 281 — Inconsi. 

derate repeal of, 312 — oaths Imposed by, 

322— re-enacted, v. 107. 
Troyes. treaty of, pernicious conditions, L 

2S4, 2BS. 

Trussel, Sir W.. a special Justiciar, L 178 — 
speeches by ta the younger Spenser, to the 
I arllament, 180. 

Trusts, Jurisdiction over in Chancery esta- 
blished, L ML 

Tub, Tale o^ authorship of, discossion re- 
specting. V. 70. 74. 

Tudor sovereigns, Jealottij tYiaced by, at 
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any interference by ParlUment with the 

functions of executive government, L 190. 

runsiall.Cuthberl. Bishop of Durham, Master 
of the Rolls, L 430— learned and exemplary, 
ii. 16 — ambassador with More to Cambray, 
23— imprisoned in the Tower, 

Turkish Empire, endeavours of Mr. Pitt to 
prevent the dismf-mberment of, viii. 107. 

Tnmpikes, riota against erection of. vL iia. 

Turner, Sharon, errors respecting the Anglo- 
Saxon dynasty, L 56 — untenable reasons 
for palliating "e.\ecutlon of Sir T. More, ji. 
63— apology for the atrocities of Henry 
VIII., fi8. 

Tnmer, Sir Edward, Chief Baron, iv. 292— 

Speaker, bribes accepted by. v. 51, 
Tutcliin'a Case, iv, 3HQ ; vL I — TRcision of 

Loni Holt in, iil. 21^ 
Twisden, Justice, accident to, near Charing 

Cro«8, li. 2M1 ; iv. m. 
Twb8, Horace, Q.C., Life of Ix)rd Eldnn by, 

fairly and boldly written, x. ML 
Tyler, Wat, rebellion of. L 213. 
Tyler, Mr., Report to Henry VII. respecting 

Sir T. More, ii. 10. 
Tyrell, Sir Walter. William Rufus killed by, 



U. 

Ulm. capture of by Napoleon, vlii. 370. 

Ulverstone Sands, dangerous passage over, 
ix. 164— ofBcial guide for, ib. 

Umbrella, famous case of, x. 2Mm 

Uniformity Act passed, iv. SSL 

Unions with Scotland and Ireland obtained 
by bribes, v. 161. 

Unitarians, doctrines of embraced by Ihike of 
Grafton, ix. 300 — decisions of Parliament 
in favour of, x. 2r>3-4. 

Universities of England, Baconian system ex- 
cluded fn»m, iil. IMr 

Urban V., Pope, bull of against pluralities, 
i. 

Urbamis VI., bull fh)m, for founding Win- 
chester School, L 25L 

Uses, statute of, passed in the rdgn of Henry 
VI 1 1 ., repealed by conveyancers and Judges, 

ii. 127— reading upon the by Lord Bacon, 

iii. 3jL 

Usbant, remarks on the indeciflive engage- 
ment off, vii. 151. 

Usher, Archbishop, conduct of towards Lord 
Strafford, iiu 193 — modified episcopacy 
suggested by, iv. U. 

Utopia, by Sir T. More, printed In 1516. L ft 
— character of Archbishop Morton, ii. 3 — 
frequent reprints on the Ci^ntinent, 21 — 
latitudinarian opinions in. 39— philosophical 
discrimination, principles of government, 
knowledge of men and manners felicitously 
expressed, 72 — severe penal code censured, 

73 — and forfeiture on conviction for theft, 

74 — religious toleration applauded, 75 — 
labour regulation urited by, ib. 

Ctrecht, p»;ace of, negotiated by an English 
Bii)hop,L 140— debates on, v. 283— conse- 



quences of. 297, 299— batch of peers created 
to support, vii. UA. 
Uxbridge, unsuccessful treaty at, ill. 307— 
negotiations at, iv. 2ft^ 



V. 

Valentla's (Lord) Case, opposite decisions m 
viii. 389. 

Vane, Striiarry, exile imposed on, ill. 384 — 

unjust execution of, Iv. 75— parliamentary 

proviso in favour of, 23£. 
Vannes, Peter, a zealous agent of Wolsey at 

Rome. L 414. 
Vauglian. Chief Justice of Common Pleas, 

death of, iv. 145,298 — a most accomplished 

Judge, liL 

Vaugban, Mr. Serjeant, Attorney-General to 
Oueen Charlotte, x. 278 — a Baron of the 
Exchequer, 272— joke on the cause of his 
appolntmentTt&T"^ 

Venice, Doge of, gifts and adulation from to 
Wolsey, L 3flL 

Venice Preserved, indecent scenes satirizing 
Lord Shaftesbury in, iv. 234. 

Vcnner, insane insurrection of, Iv. 84. 

Vemey, Sir R., pencil notes of debates in the 
liOng Parliament, iv. Ifi^ 

Vernon, Reports of decisions of Jeffreys, iv. 
418 — an unsatisfactory performance, v. 9fi 
— personal spite against Lord Harcourt, 
376. 

Vernon, Admiral, attack on Porto Bello de- 
bated, vi. 222. 

Vernon's I^etters, extracts from ref^pecting 
events during the reigns of William ill. 
and Queen Anne, v. m, 228. 

Vesey, Mr., junior, law reporter, notice of, 
viii. 123 — amusing entries by, .383. 

Versailles, memorable meeting of States- 
General at, L ULL 

Vertue, engraver first XMitrouised by Lord 
Somers, v. 148. 

Vice-chancellor appointed by statute, ix. 356; 
X. 137 — two aduitional created, ix. 361. 

Victor IV., anti-Pope, residing at Rome, 
rivalry of with Alexander. Hi. 173— death 
of, la. 

Victoria, Queen, birth, ix. 391— attends 
l*resbyterian worship in Scotland, iv. 47 — 
visit to Lincoln's Inn. vi. 138 — clearness 
of hand-writing, viii. 161 — mode of ad- 
ministering oath of allegiance on the acces- 
sion of, x. Iil. 

Vienne in Dauphiny, ecclesiastical comicil 
held at, L USL 

Vienna, council held at for settling disputes 
in the church, L 162 — conditions of treaty 
of, vi. 115. 

Villier8,Sir Edward, sent on an embassy, liL 
102. 

Villlers, Sir George, advice to by Bacon, a 

noble composition, ill. QSbt 
Villiers, Sir John, extraordinary and amusing 

incidents connected with the marriage 

ill. 87-90. 
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Vint, Mrs. Mary, severe treatment of by 
Attorney-General Gibbs, ix. 225± 

Viol, performance on, a recreation in the 
reign of the Tudors, ii. 11, 13, 

Virgil, Polydore, error as to the Chancellor, 
i. 2fi — on the parejitage of Wolsey, 312 
— drink of Northern nations described 
by, fi^ 

Vlvftvoce proceedings In Parliament encou- 
raged to be in English in the r«ign of 
I-xlward III., L 238* 

Voltaire, statements respectingLordCowper's 
bigamy in the Philosophical Dictionary, v. 
345_propo8ed as historian of Lord Clive, 
vlii. 13— anecdote of, t6. 

Vote for counties, right of persons to purchase 
small freeholds to obtain, v. 84— a right of 
high value, 2ii. 



Wages to Members of Parliament, mode of 
paying, L 152 1"^— mode of enforcing, iv. 
270. 

Wakefield, Rev. Q., prosecution and convic- 
tion of, ix. 2ill> 

Wakerlng, Sir John, Master of the Rolls, L 
274. 275. 

Walcbereu, disastrous expedition, ix. 29L 

298— debates on. ML 
Wolcot's, Dr., Case, decision of Lord Eldon In, 

Waldegrave's, Lord, Memoirs, extracts from, 
vi. 26]^ 269 — general regret at Lord Hard- 
wicke's resignation, 221— strictures on Lord 
Hardwicke, 296. 

Waldric, a Chancellor to Henry L. L 51. 

Wales, Principality of, subjugated, L 148— 
Judicature of abolishod, x. 121 

Wales, Prince of, invested by Edward L in 
fall parliament, L 213— ceremonies on ad- 
ministering oath to, 25 — conduct of since 
1700, vL 18— (Frederick) hated by George 
II., 102, 210— banisbed from Court, 211— 
reprimanded for joining opposition, 212 — 
sudden death. 257— consequences arising 
therefrom, 312; vli. 12L 

Wales, Princess of (Caroline), unhappy dlf- 
ferences, vii. 280i 287 ; viii. 160 ; ix. 359 
— delicate investigation respecting, 2fi2 
—letters to Lord Lldon, 269— received at 
Court. 282— intimacy with Lord Eldon, 
288. 324 — travels on continent, 328 — Queen, 
*,name excluded from Litany, x 6 — trial, 
5-16— refused admittance to Coronation, 
27— death, 29^ 

Walker and others, trial of, viil. SfiL 

Wallace, Sir W., insurrection under, il 168— 
mock trial and murder of, 163. 

Wallace, K.C., Solicitor-General, vill. 33. 

Waller, Sir WiUiam, dismissal of, iii. 312. 

Wallerand, Robert, pieces of the broken 
Great Seal delivered to, by Henry III., L 

Wallia aod another ^ Duke of Portland, viil. 
i2& 



Wallop, Mr., an eminent counsel, rudeness of 
Jefifreys to, iv. 421 

Wallys, Hugh, Vicc-Chancellor, Bishop of 
Lincoln, L 109— Magna Ghana, 110. 

Walmesley, Justice of Common i'leas, honest 
opinion by, in Calvin's case, ii. 353. 

Walnuts, provincial name for, L 201* 

Walpole, Horace, Historic Doubts by, L 335 — 
on conduct and character of Lord Someni, v. 
133, 164. 199— character of Lord Hard- 
wicke, vt 302 — trial and execution of Lord 
Ferrers, 322 — on the breaking up of the 
Rockingham ministry, 338— Privilege de- 
bttU!, vii. 85 — Lawyers proposed lor Chan- 
cellor in 1770, 97— inaccurate account of 
Charles Yorke, 102 — insatiable enmity to 
Lord Hardwicke's family, 117. 

Walpole, Sir Robert, discreet conduct in the 
deoates respecting Lord Somers, v. 134 — 
proposes a tax on Roman Catholics, 338 — 
the first Prime Minister In House of Com- 
mons, 380— unprecedented duration of 
power, 400. vi. 31 — energy and tact, 90 — 
clever letters, 91 — confidence of George iL 
secured, 109, 113 — church patronage abused, 
115— famous Excise scheme, 133 — ignorant 
of I'^r^rlish history, 182 — fao^tious method 
of making a Chuncellor, 189— resigns, 223 
—inquiry respecting, 229 ; vii. 61— cha- 
racter as a political leader, vi. 235 — ^letter 
to Charles Torke, vii. £2. 

Walpole, T., correspondence with Lord Cam- 
den, vi. 376-8. 

Walsingham, interesting accotmt of Wat 
Tyler's rel)ellioii by, L 243. 

Walter, Chief Baron, Intimacy with Lord 
Keeper Williams, Hi. l&iL 

Walters, Lucy, profligacy of, Iv. 48. 

Waltham. John de, Mastei of the Rolls, writ 
of subpoena invented by, L 6^ 250— birth 
and education, 258— Bishop of Salisbury, 
259 — ^memoir of, t6. 

Warbeck, Perkin, countenanced by Duchess 
of Burgundy, L 365 — taken prisoner, 367. 

Warburton, Bishop, intimacy and correspond- 
ence with Chancellor Charles Yorke, vii 
60j 63^ 73, 94 — preacher at Lincoln's Inn 
21. 

Ward, Mr., coarse rebuff to, by Judge Jef- 
freys, V. 33. 

Wards and Liveries, Courts of, duties assigned 
to, 13. 

Warham, William, parentage, L 365— Chan- 
cellor, 366 — opposes tirst marriage of Henry 
VIIL, 369— obtains subsidies, 371— in- 
trigues of Wolsey against, 372 — occupation 
in retirement, 373— Intimacy with Eras- 
mus, 374— character, 375— by Erasmus, 
376— Insolence of Wolsey to, 397— letter 
of congratulation to, from Sir Thomas 
More, ii. 45, 

Warine, I*rIor of Loches, Chancellor to 
Richard I^ L 106. 

Wamavilla, Rudolph de. Archdeacon of 
ban. Chancellor, i. 02. 

Warrants, general. Illegality of, lil. 22L 

Warren, Earl, impn»per conduct of, L 169— 
imprisoned, ib. 
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Warren, 'P., founder of special pleading lui- 
liou, vii, 163. 

Warrenne, William de, a chief justiciar, L 3L 

Warrington, Earl of, description by of the 
indecent bt- haviour of Jeffreys, iv. 3fiL 

Warum, poetical compliment by to the cha- 
racter of Lord Somers, v. 200— notice of the 
first Ijord Bathurst by, vi. 

Warwick, Ejirl of, treasonable prt»ceeding8 of, 
L 330 — ^becomes master of the kingdom, 332 
— (Dudley) plots against l^otector Somer- 
set, ii. 133 — obtains ascendency in the 
council, 134, 139— reconciled to Somerset, 
156— created Dnkeof Northumberland, ISl 
— procures the execution of Somerset, Lfil 
—{Rich) created Earl of, 159— Holland 
House erected by, ib. — convicted of man- 
slaughter, V, 99 — tried for murder, 204. 

Watson, Bishop, Memoirs by, vii. 42 — anec- 
dotes of Lord Thurlow in, 297^ 

Wat Tyler, cheap publication of, injunction 
to prevent refused, x. 25L 

Wayland. Sir T., Chief Justice of Common 
I'U'as, banished for life, i. IfiL 

WaviiBete, William, Bishop of Winchester, 
Chancellor, L 309 — parentage, energy in 
Cade's rebellion, 310 — frames statutes for 
Kton and iCing's College, 311 — zeal against 
Lollardism and Yorkists, ib. — resigns, ail 
— founds Magdalen College and receives 
Richard III. iu It, ib. — love of learning, 
death, ail. 

W- arg. Sir C, urges the impeachment of 
Lord Macclesfield, vl, 34, 94 — promotes at- 
tainder of Atterbury, 94 — sudden death, 

in 

A\'e<lderburn. — See Loughborough. 

Wcdgwocxi. Mr., remarks on by Lord Thurlow, 
vii. 236. 331. 

Weights and Measures, legislative enact- 
ments respecting, iii. 4i 

Weldon, Sir A., remarks by, on Lord Coven- 
try, iii. 23L 239. 

Wellesley, Marquis, attempt by to form a 
Ministry, Ix. 348— claims of Irish Catholics 
urged by, 351. 

Wellington, Arthur, T>uke of, conduct trtwards 
Mr. Canning, vl. 331; x. 101 — excellentoon- 
dition of British army under, viil. 237 — 
thanks of Parliament voted to, ix. 363 — 
anecdotes of, 310 — a Cabinet Minister, 389 — 
generous conduct to Lord Denman, x. 98 — 
speech on resigning office as Commander- 
in-Chief, 101 — resumes office under Lord 
Goderich, 102 — explanation to Lord Eldon, 
103— Prime Minister, 105— resigns, 145 — 
elected Chancellor of Oxford, 186— installa- 
tion, 187. 

Wells, episcopal palace at, built by Lord 

Chancellor Bumel. L IM. 
Welsh, tone of voice belonging to the, ill. 

148. 

Wcngham, Henry de, Bishop of London, made 
Chancellor, L 130 — removed by the mu- 
tinous barons, 131— death of. 132. 

Went worth, exertions by for the PetitlOB of 
Right, HI. 21L 

Wcobly, election* for, ix. IM^ la 17»» 188— 



promise by Lord Eldon to vicar's daughter 

Werkc, Lord Grey de, trial of, Iv. 365. 
West, Richard, dhancellor of Ireland, death 
of, vi 131L 

Westminster, attempt to stop the excess of 
new buildings in, iv. 253— Scrutiny, Ix. 112 
— masterly speech of Lord Eldon on, 213. 

Westminster Abbey, royal charter to of 
Edward the Confessor, L 35— large grants to^ 

Westminster, Abbot of, a commissioner for 
administering the oath of supremacy, ii. 
63 — Sir T. More committed in ward to, M- 

Weatminster Hall, origin of the Law Courts 
in, L 5 — ^re-modelliug of, proposed by Lord 
Cowper, V. 295 — explosion of powder In, 
vL 187— political meetings forbidden to be 
held In by statute, vili. 153 — Chancery 
Court made stationary at, L 188, 215. 

Western Circuit, anecdotes of, v. 31 — eminent 
counsel on, 309— vi. 309, 313. 354, 357. 360 ; 
vii. 166,213,219; ix. 154, 2 16-- great source 
of profit on. \i. 62. 

Weston, Baron, insolence of Jeffreys to, iv. 
359. 

Weiherell, Sir C, honourable resignation cf 
office by, lil. 400 — honesty and independ- 
ence of, X. 127 — a silk gown withheld from 
for an imfalr period, 21fi. 

Wharton, Duke, unmixed commendation by, 
on Ix>rd Nottingham, iv. 275 — eulogy by, on 
Lord Cowper, v. 342 — libellous attacks 
on public men by, vi. 31 — laboured eulogy 
on Lord King, 82— antipathy entertained 
by, to Harley, v. 176— profligacy of, 123, 

Whatley, Mr., advice by to Lord King, vi 
124 — secretary to Mr. Grenville, vUL 15— 
private letters stolen by Franklin, 17-19 
— duel In Hyde-park with Mr. Temple, 
18. 

Whigs, origin of term, Iv. 206 — wear the 
Shaftesbury medal, 226 — patrician preju- 
dices. 83 — maxims of, 82— palmy state of 
in 1708, V. 169— odium incurred by In 1710, 
174 — prostrate condition, 176 — com-ted and 
lampooned by Swift, 173 — proscribed on 
accession of Anne. 243 — abuse of power 
by on accession of Geo. Lj 296 — free trade 
opposed by, vi. 79 — monopoly of power, 
364— Appeal from Old to New, vii. 43 — he- 
reditary right, doctrine advocated by, viit 
94 — family connexions of, IM — schism 
among at French Revolution. 293 — ill- 
judged secession of, 232 — unpopularity, 
179— halcyon days of, ix. 221 — renounced 
by Gea IV., 21,336. 

Whiston, abortive prosecution of, vi. 17— ex- 
tracts from Memoirs of, ib. 

White Friars, Infamous as a haunt of profli- 
gacy, ii. IM. 

Whitehead. Paul, proceedings against, vi. 214. 

WhiU'lock, Sir Jas., Judge of the King's 
Bench, opinion against legality of general 
warrants, iii. 32S. 

Whitelock, Bulstrode, Memorials of Lora 
Coventry by, iii. 237— Intimacy with Lord 
Keeper Lane, 3ii& — Lord Commisslonet 
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of Great Seal, 328 — ancestry — education, 
329 — on Oxford circuit, 330 — intimacy 
with Noy, ib. — Chairman of Oxfordshire 
Sessions, 331 — coalesces with Hampden, ib. 
— proceedings In parliament, 222 — Joins 
Hampden's regiment, 334 — a member of 
Assembly of Divines, ib. — sent to treat 
with the King, 335— ^limld and time serv- 
ing, 336 — a Lord Commissioner, 337— ad- 
dress to Seijeant Wilde, 339 — made a Ser- 
jeant, 340 — opposes the trial of the King, 
344 — refuses to take part in the trial, 345 — 
cowardly and trimining conduct, 341 — 
Lord Commissioner under Cromwell, 350 
— salary, 2^ — epepch to the Judges, 
352— Guildhall banquet described by, 35A 
— monumeutfl — books and legal profession 
preserved by exertions of, 355 — a law 
reformer, 356 — discourages Cromwell's 
asoumption of the Crown, 357— protests 
agjiiiisi military government, 358 — con- 
duct under Barebones' Parliament, 359 — 
goes an embassy to Sweden, 361 — created a 
Knight, 362 — elected M.P. for three pUices, 
363 — remonstrance by against the Ordi- 
nance, 364 — deprived, 365 — a Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury, 366 — a member 
of the House of Lords, 373 — Lord Com- 
missioner under Richard Cromwell, 374 — 
a member of House of Commons, 376 — 
Lord Keeper under Committee of Safety, 
379 — issues proclamation for a new par> 
liament, 3M — project for securing the 
Restorntion, 2«1 — advice to Fleetwood, 
382 — alarm, 383 — retires from public life, 
384 — death — character, 385— value of his- 
torical works by, 386— accuracy and value 
of the Memorials of, iv. 135. 

Whitfield. Geo , describes funeral of Earl of 
Buchan, viiL 22D. 

Whitforde, Chaplain to the Bishop of Win- 
Chester, conversation of with Sir T. More, 
ii. 10, 

Wbitgift, Archbishop, learning and bigotry 

Wickham, William de, parentage, education, 
L 224— builds Windsor Castle, 225— takes 
holy orders, preferments, 226 — Bishop of 
Winchester, Chancellor, 221 — his inefflci- 
ency, 228 — resignation, 229 — prosecuted 
and fined. 234 — first parliamentary im- 
peachment presided over by him, 237 — 
Chancellor a second time, 255 — previous 
lU-usage. 256 — founds Colleges at Oxford 
and Winchester, 257 — retirement, noble 
foundations, and death, 258. 

Wickliffe, John, ConstiUitions of Clarendon 
consonant to the doctrines of, L 89— a 
student at the Canterbury College, 222 — 
doctrines condemned at a celebrated synod 
in London, 245 — tranRlation of the Bible 
by, laws against reading, 21^ 

Wigs woni by youths, vli. 157. 

Widdrington, Lord Commissioner, sworn In, 
ill. 338— trimming, cowardly conduct on the 
trial of the King, 347 — horror at the execu- 
tion. 348— declines to act under the regi- 
cides, 349— accepts office under Cromwell, 
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362 — deprived, 365 — a Commissioner of the 
Treasury, 366— Speaker of Parliament, 368 
—again Commissioner of Great Seal, 3h6. 

Wilberforce, W., eulogistic notice of Lord 
Eldon by, Ix. 211^ 

Wilde, Serjeant, lectures the Lords on their 
delay in legislation, iiU 321 — an active 
Commissioner of Great Seal, 222 — ap 
pointed Chief Baron under the Common- 
wealth, 338 — address to, by Commissioner 
Whitelock, 339— extravagant notions of 
privilege urged by, 403. 

Wilkes, North Briton published by, vi. 2^3 
— sent to Tower, 288— released, viii. 8 — im- 
peachment of, vi. 367 — discharged, 369 — 
lennent caused by re-appearance of, 39Q 
— election proceedings for Middlesex, 392. 

WilUc, Sir D., anecdote of, vil. 161. 

Willes, Sir John, applies for office of Solici- 
tor-General, vi. 113— Chief Justice of Com- 
mon Pleas, 189 — disappointed of the Great 
Seal, 275 — colloquy with Lord North- 
ington, 315— death of, 3fi6. 

William Li Chancellors of, L 36i 44— Chief 
Justiciar introduoxl by, 37 — laws of the 
Confessor restored by, i2. 

William III., marriage of, iv. 186 — effect 
produced by landing of, v. 41 — battle 
of Landon fought by, 103— Place Bill 
vetoed by, 107— intense grief on the death 
of Queen Mary, lilS — reconciliation with 
Princess Anne, t6.— friendly letter to Lonl 
Somers, 144 — speech to Parliament of 1702, 
145 — death, 146 — Improved manners at 
Court of, 193 — progress of to Windsor, 221 
— reserve and frigid manners of, 225 — 
fluency in speaking English, 296. 

William IV., Judgment of, in the amicable 
contest between Lords Lyndburst and 
Brougham, L 23 — anecdotes of. vii. 282 — 
speech on a TMvorce Bill, 154 — accession 
of, x. 139— popularity of, 142 — conduct 
during the Reform agitation, 148— con- 
sents to create I'eers for carrying the 
Reform Bill, 172 — reluctance to dissolve 
the old Parliament, 11^ 

William Rufus accidenUlly killed by Sir W 
Tyrrell, L ^19. 

Williams punished for publishing the Age of 
Reason, \iii. :^9. 

Williams, Bishop, Lord Keeper, introduction 
at Court, ill. liLl — attempt by, to ruin 
Lord Bacon, 120 — parentage, 147 — educa- 
tion, 148 — chaplain to Lord Ellesmere, 
149— noticed by the King and lYinee of 
Wales, 151 — negotiates the marriage of 
Buckingham, 153 — made I)can of VVesi- 
minster, 154 — advice on the prosecution of 
Bacon, lOlj, 165 — Lord Keeper, 157— ap- 
pointment censured, 158 — Privy Councillor 
and Bishop of Lincoln, 159 — attributes bis 
appointment to the miraculous interposi- 
tion of Providence, 160 — inaugural addresh, 
162— practicaljoke on foiled, 165 — industry. 
166— success as a Judge, 167 — uiigenerous 
proeecution of Archbishop Abbot, l70— 
supposed tenu *ncy to Popery, 171 — plot 
against Buckii^ ham discovered 1% 17^ 
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spies employed by, 176— treated as a lay- 
man whilst lA)rd Keeper, 177— attends the 
deaibbed of the King, US— instilts to from 
Huckingham, 180 — charges against, 181 — 
delivers up the Great tjeal, 1m3— anecdote 
respecting, ib. — conduct in office, IM — 
lives in retirement, 185 — gives oflFence to 
the Court, 186— supports the Petition of 
Kight, 187 — committed to the Tower, 189 — 
excessive severity towards. 190 — liberated, 
191— advice to tlie King. 192 — indeft-nsible 
condact towards StraffonI, ib. — Archbishop 
of York, 193- defends Westminster Abbey 
upiinst a mob, 12A — committed to the 
'lower, 125 — release and fliglit from 
Cawood Castle, 196— vigorous measures 
t»ken by. In North Wales, 197 — advice re- 
specting Cromwell, 198— Joins the Ptiriia- 
nientary forces, 199— retires from public 
life, 2ii0— death, 201 — encourages theatrical 
representations. 202 — character, 203— per- 
sonal appearance, dispostiion, liberality, 
204— epitaph, 211^ 

Williams, Peere, Chancery Reports, meagre 
nature of, v. afi. 

Williams, Sir C. Hanbury, verses on Lord 
Cowper by, v. 348— satirical verses by, vii. 
132- 

Williams, Sir E. V„ Justice of the Common 
J'leas, valuable notes by, to the Kepcjrts by 
Saunders of Cases decided temp. Charles 11., 
L 142 — the present state of the common 
law b?8t learned from, ib. 

Williams, Sir John, Judge of Queen's Bench, 
eminence as counsel and essayist, x. 43 — 
counsel frir Queen Caroline, motion for in- 
quiries into arrears of Chancery, 43^ 66, ii3 
— defeated by Sir R. Peel, 44 — opinion as 
to courteous demeanour of I^ord Kldon, 

Williams, Sir W., Speaker, heavy fine Im- 
posed on, Iv. 399 — made Solicitor-General, 
400. 

Willis, Chief Baron, decision of respecting 
the King's certificate, lii. 21^ 

Willis, Dr., attends George III. during his 
insanity, viii. 188-90 — letters on the mental 
condition of George III., ix. 21L 

Willis, Rev. ])r.. mental condition of George 
IIL described by, ix. 223, 22fi. 

Willis. Sir R., treachery of, iv. fi2. 

Wilis, Statute of, passed in the reign of Henry 
VIII., first gave the power of devising real 
property, li. 127 — validity of, how deter- 
mined, iii. 112- 

Wills Amendment Act passed, x. 209 — pro- 
visions, 212 — important provision in, vl. 
'2f.. 

Wilmington, Earl of. Prime Minister, vi. 221 
—incompetency of, 230 — death, 231. 

VVilmot, Sir Eardley. qualifications for Chan- 
cellor, vii. 92. 

Wilson, Justice, a Commissioner of the Great 
Seal, vii. 270; viii 109 — appointed Judge 
of Common Pleas, ix. 159- 

Wllson, William, Clianoellor and Bishop of 
rbelford. i. il. 

Wilton, Lord Grey de, trial of, ii. 319. 



Wiltshire, Lord, spiteful feeling manifested 
by, against Sir Thomas More, ii. 48, 

Wimborne St. Giles, splendid monument to 
Lord Shaftesbury at, Iv. 230 — Charles IL 
sumptuously entertained at, 

Winchelaea port, its former importance, L 

Winchester, see of, held by three Bishops 
Lia years, L 314 — monastery, eminent 
men educated at, 30 — school founded, 25!L 

Winchester. Marquis of, an incompetent Lord 
Keeper, ii. 138 — Lord Treasurer, 139 — Lord 
High Steward, 140 — versatile conduct as a 
politician. 111. 

Windebank, Secretary, hasty flight of, ill. 
2M 

Windham, Mr., praises by, of TTiurlow, vii. 
2lil — opposes legislative measures for 
punishing cruelty to animals, ix 21. 

Window-tax passed, vii, 234. 

Windsor Castle built for Edward m., L 
225. 

Wine, lil)eral supply fh)m Gascony in the 

reign of the I'lantagenets, L IM. 
Wingfield.Sir Huraplirey, chosen Speaker of 

the Commons, ii. &^ 
Wingtield, Sir K,, Chancellor of the Duchy of 

Lancaster, death of, ii. 2SL 
Wirininglon, Sir Francis, Solicitor-General, v. 

59 — .Soniers patronized by, 60, 63^ 12. 
Winton, Earl of, proceedings against, v. 308. 
Wi thins. Judge, unbecoming conduct of, iv. 

afia. 

Witn(>s8es. persons not being Christians bekl 
admissible as, by Lord Hardwicke, vi. 
lt>9. 

Wiltenagemot, compulsory payment of tithes 
enacted by, i.30— illustrfttion of I he Chan- 
cellor sitUng io the, 35 — lawyers who had 
seats in, 3fL 

Wogan, Sir W., Chief Justice of Chester, v. 
HLL 

Wolsey, Cardinal, parentage, L 377 — educa- 
tion, 378— a country parson, set in the 
stocks, 379 — revenge when Cliancellor, il>. 
— chaplain to Archbishop of Canterbury, 
380 — to Henry VII., 381— ambassador to 
the Emperor, 382 — D^an of Lincoln, 384 — 
influence of over Henry VIII., ib. — al- 
moner, 385 — grants and preferments, 386 
— Commissary -General to the anny, 387 — 
Bishop of Tournay and Lincoln, Archbishop 
of York, 388 — Cardinal and Legate k la- 
tere, ib. — Chancellor, 389 — homage by 
foreign powers, 390 — his splendid mode of 
living, ib. — jests against, 395 — conduct 
as a judge, 396 — originates Money Bill in 
Lords, 397 — causes death of Buckingiiam, 
398 — twice disappointed of the popedom, 
400 — love for education, 401 — causes pub- 
lication of debates in House of Commons, 
402— attempt to levy a tax without autho- 
rity of Parliament, ib — embassy to France, 
ib. — courage and skill in diplomacv, 408 — 
ratification of treaty, 409— splendid en- 
tertainment to French at Hampton Court. 
i6. — dissuades King's marriage with 
Anne Boleyn, 411— labours for the divorce, 
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i6. — obtains conditional licence from the 
Pope, 413— 43anliDal Catnpeggio arriTes in 
Eogland, ib<— near proBpect of Wolsey 
being elected Pope, 413 — hearing of the 
divorce suit between Wolsey and Cam- 
peggio. 414— King's anger at ibe delay, 415 
—divorce suit carried before the l*ope, ib. 
—Wolsey neglected, 416 — last interview 
with Henrj. 417-Hretiurns to Loodoiw 418— 
last appearance In the Oowt of Ghiuicei7, 
ib. — refuses to deliver np Great Seal, de- 
prived of ail his pos-sessions, 419 — informa- 
tions filed against him, plnada guilty, 
proceeds to Esher, 420— letter from 
Erasmas, ib. — ^returning kindness of the 
King, ib.— impeachment aoeed to by tiM 
Lords, but rejected by tbe Oooimons, 42^ 
deserted by former friends, t7).— settlement 
with the King, 424— ixrinituxl to remove 
to Richmond, 425— his installation as 
Archbishop appointed, ib. — alarm from his 
popularity, 426— arrested for treason, ib. — 
behaviour, id.— a prisoner, 427— atStaeffleld 
Park, i&.— alarm at prophecy, id.— lUneflfl, 
428~arrive8 at Leicester, ib. — death, ib. — 
burial, 429— conduct as a judge, ib. — oom- 

Slaints of Uie lawyers, 431-HWtlinl dill* 
leo, repentaoce, 432. 
W«aMn»Bmgr oo* obscene pobliGirtlon. in 
formation agilii«t» tU. 84— p m eace oi; 
necessary for oonmsri and cteanlinew in 
household arrangements, ili. 203— privil^5e« 
of, important judgment supporting, vi. 25. 
Wood, An., Athenae Oxon., extracts from rc- 
mectiag the borUl of Sir T. tf ore's head, 
iL «8— dMiwIir of Lord Whilelock dmwn 
by, iiL 385. 
Wood. Baron, a special pleading tutor, viiL 

240. 

Woodfall, H. S., proceedings against, vlii. 10. 
Woodstock Filaasb niidfliwe of Hamy Till. 

at, ii. 25. 

Woodward, Frandsi Beports by,or proeead- 

ings in tbe Star Chamber, ii. 325. 
Woolsack, oridn of the term, i. IS. 
Woolrych, H. Lift of JndB" J«flk«yi lij, 

Iv. 416. 

Wootton, Sir Baoi7,iDada novostof Eton, 
iiL 134. 

Woraester Houe^ site of, tr. iSC 

Worcestershire, legal prooeedinga held in. 
during reign of Heniy 11^ i. 6— men of, 
imder command of Singb^ «l tlM battia of 

Brunenburgh. 32. 
Wran^iam, Anhdeacon, T^atin epitaph on 
Lord Ellesmere composed by, ii. 377— case, 
▼ilL 132. 

Wraxall, Sir N.. on the death of Charles 
Torke, viL 101 aneodotas of Tburlow. 
302, 334 — reooUecttont of Erridno, vitt. 

364. 

Wren. Sir C. cloisters in Lawr Tkmpla OOO- 

umcted by, iv. 237. 
Wright. Sir Nathan. larA Keeper, deain»- 

tion of, in the Journals of tbe Lords, when 
Lord Keeper, i. 15 — parentage, v. 203— 

Eractice in Common Pleas and on Midland 
ircoit, 204- made Lord Keeper, 206— con* j 



duct on profieoiuion of Loid Somers, 207 — 
returns thanka to OiilBe o< ilaribmmi^ 
so». 

Wright, Sir Robert, circumstances which 
caused his appointment as a Judge, iv. 
322— presides as Chief Justice on trial of 
Se^eu Bishops, 323— ignorance and immo- 
rality of, 422— vadHanon and pasillanimlty 
in the Ayleaboiy oaae, t. 212— death. 213 
— dianoter, 215-18. 

Wriothesley, Thomas, parentage, i. 114— ne- 
gotiates a marriage between Henry VllJ. 
and I'ucbess Dowager ol Milan, 118— 
Chamberlain of Exchequer and a Peer, 
Chancellor, allures the I'ope, 116 — an in- 
ooanpetenl Jadge» 118— barhanras tveat* 
mentof Ann Ascne, 120— Earl of Soath- 
ampton, 130— angry expostulation against 
Ijord Hertford being I'rotec tor, I JO -- jiiaiis 
the death of Catherine Par, ii. I'il^a 
Knight of the Garter, 123— prepares the 
will of Henry YIII.. 124— cbaiiad with 
iasniDgiUegal Commisstnna, 131— removed 
flrom «Boe, 132— reinstated intlie Council, 
133 — character and descendants, 135. 

Writ of Subpoena, 1. 6 — of Ne exeat Regno, of 
Habeas Corpus, and de Coronatore Eligendo, 
i. 12 — of de Ventre inspiciendo, when 
granted* Ti,iao. 

Wroseter.Boimnraod ft«n,toChnNh StieV 
toOfL 14ft. 

Wuley, Robert. fiUSNT of Gudinal Wolaaj, 

will of, 1. 377. 
Wulvius, Chancellor to Edward the OowlPWBf, 

Royal Charter sealed by, i. 35. 
Wyndliam. Sir W.. committed to the Tower, 

V. 397— defends Lord Macclesfleldf vi. 34— 

Excise scheme opposed bv. 133. 
Wynn, Sir John, letter to mm Loid Keener 

Williams, iii. 151, 185. 
Wvnne's Eunoraus, account in of the Tslbot 

kevels in the Inner Temple. 188. 



Y. 

Yaxley, Sergeant, cnrions retiilner of, ill. 68. 
Year books more curious for their antiquity 

than valuable for their contents, i. 183— 

edition l^ Sergeant Maynard, v. 34 
Yelverton Boade a Judge by Charles L. III. 

95— prosecution and onnvletion of, ib. 
Ynoisa, Spanish ambassador, plol ^ agalDtt 

Buckingham, iii. 175. 
York, Archbishop of, temp. Henry lY., tried 

for treason and executed, i. 277. 
York, assembly of Peers at, iiL 261. 
York. Duchess of (Anne Hyde), personal 

appearance of, Iv. 78 — Romlbh religion 

openly embraced by. 125. 
York (Frederics), Duchess of, fgtes given by 

at Oatiands, Is. 81— vcmototy Loid £n- 

kine, 88. 

Tork. Duke of, dsim to flie ttrone aigatd 

before the Honse of Lords, i. 31R— jndp- 
ment in favour of, 316— killed at Wake- 
field, ib. 

York, (Frederick) Duko of, discreet speech, 
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vli. 252 — harsh treatment of by George III., 
vm. loa-letter to Lofd EMon, iz. 252-^ 
prowedlngB against^ 389— report on ihi 

state of the King, 331— sp'^crh apairij^t 
Catholic Emancipation, 23— celebrated de* 
claration, 63 — death, x. Hb. 

York House, account of, ill. 84. 

York Place purcbtised from ttM DMUbdmns 
by Walter de Gray, L 111. 

Torke tuBlOj, eminent nembefs of, SM. 

Yorke, Lord Chancellor Charles, parentage, 
vii. 53 — education, 54 — contributions to 
the Athenian lAntcrs, 55 — studies law at 
Ltooolu's inn, 59 — iaclinatioD to a con- 
temptotlTe life, 6i— calM to the bar- 
rapid progresa, 6 0 c on m po pd c nt of Mon- 
tesqaieu. «4, TB^woiE QB Jminanidence, 
for Belgite»f7— defendt tbe Re- 



fgeacy Bill, 68 — repels attack on Lord Hard- 
widn, 11 a pe e cn on Mutiny Act, 72— 
adrfce toWsAvrton, fs— mwriage, 7t— 

Solicitor -Cieneral, TH — complitm^ritary 
sp>cech to Lord Mansfield, 79 — touducl on 
trials of lir. Heiisoy and Lord Ferrers, 81 
—Attorney -Cieneral, 83— reigns, 86 — re- 
ceives a patent of precedBBoe, 87— ecain 
Attorney-General. 89 — ooneipoDda witb 
WartmrtoD and Gwrick, 91— laat meetlBe 
with Warburton, 93— counsel in the Doug- 
las cause, 94 — allies himself with the Rock- 
inghiini Wliigs, af) — intt rvitnv with I>uke 
of Grafton, 96— twice refuses the Great 
Seal, 97— fatal acceptance of Great Seal. 98 
— auddMi death,W ■mpoctad of aoidde,101 
— Dnke of Onfloo's stateniiit, 10 8 c an * 
40V— dumBler, US-ltl. 
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